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CHAPTER VIL 

yudicial Depositions and Confessions. 

HE judicial deposition^ and confessions re-* chap. 
main. To these a general, preliminary ob- v^^-vx-/ 
lection has been made, that such of them as are an- Thecon«?t. 

'/ , , sionsdiffe- 

nexed to Buchanan's Detedion, are diflFerent from rentfrom 
the originals still extant in the Cotton library, and depotttioai. 
that as they, cannot both be genuine, the most ob- 
vious presumption is, that both are forged. It is 
the misfortune of this controversy, to be per- 
plexed by writers, who accuse others of the 
most complicated and refined forgeries, \vhe^ de- 
ficient themselves in reflexion and research. - If th^ 
scurrilous Whitaker jfpr instance, who brands 
Vol.. 11. B 
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2 DISSERTATION ON- 

CHAP. Buchanan as a serpent, the second of all human 

VII.. 



^"' forgers, and the first of slanderers', had consulted 



' " Buchanan published a train of confessions — ^all spu- 
rious ; the creation ef a genius that seems to have delighted 
itself in the boldness of its own falsehoods, and to have rioted 
in the luxury of itspwn forgeries.-.-His spirit could not long 
confine itself within the bounds of harmlessness. The ser- 
pent may appear for a time playing in wanton curls uj)on the 
ground. It will soon, however, rise upon its spires, and shew 
its envenomed fangs. And Buchanan returned to his natural 
exercise of fictitious slander. — But this Leviathan of slander 
was not satisfied^wjth taking- such gentle pastime in forgery. 
He must raise a tempest for his recreation. — His malignity 
acted with all the force of a pestilential blast upon his discre- 
tion. The daring calumniator sunk into an impassioned 
idiot before it. And he stands on the pillar of infamy at 
present, for his Detection, his sonnets, and his depositions, the 
. second of all human forgers, and the first of all human slan- 
derers ; but baffled in his forgeries, and defeated in his slan- 
ders by his very rage for both." Whitaker, iii. 192-3-4. 

Such is the urbanity of this scurrilous disputant, who, in 
the preface to the first edition of his Vindication, styles 
Robertson " a disciple of the old school of slander," and in the 
Vindication itself calls him a liar repeatedly, and in the most 
explicit terms. Tor instance, to take a single volume, " The 
Doftor should in ^owf/ty have shewn that she knew of his ill- 
ness*" ii. 54. " If Dr. Robertson says true, the letters are 
the most impudent of liars. Or, if the letters are true, the 
Doctor must exchange situations with them." Id. 79. " With 
such gross disingenuity does the Doctor act concerning the 
letters. His judgment is not warped, biit his probity is cor- 
rupted." Id. 185. " He treats them as papists treat their 
ifigendsu Pfejreveres.thcm in general^s true, yet he is obliged 
by tli^ power of truth to leav6 them at one time. He is in- 
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THE MURDER OF DARNLEY. ^ 

even the titks prefixed, he would have perceived chap. 
that those annexed to Buchanan's Detection are, v,^^^vv/ 
'* the Confessions of John Hepburn, Young Talla, 
" Dalgleish and Powrie, upon whom was justice 
"execute the iii. of January, 1567:*'. but that 
those preserved in the Cotton library, are their 
examinations and depositions before the privy 
coi^ncil, produced and acknowledged on their 
triaj in the justiciary court. If instead of adopting 
Goodall's wretched objections, he had examined 
Anderson's general preface, or the proceedings at 
Westminster, he would have found that the lit- 
ter were the judicial examinations and depositions 
of the murderers produced to the English com- 
missioners, December 8, 1568 : but that the for. 
mer were their confessions atthe place of execution, 
to which the minutes of the privy council, Decem- 

duced by the solicitations of slander to desert them at ano* 
then" Id. 207. Of Hume he ob^rves, that " His zeal ope- 
rates with all the force of a fever tipon his brain.'* Id. 401. 
Of Robertson in another volurpe, that " Bedlam is no Bed- 
lam to him ;*' i. 278. n. ; and Knox he terms the ** son of 
violence and barbarism, the religious Sachem of religious 
Mohawks." Id. 311. To multiply instances would be to 
transcrrbe his pages ; bat these license J oiiirages^he seriously 
maintains, are as lawful in a controversy concerning Mary, as 
blows and wounds are in civil wars. Id. pref. xv. His po- 
liteness towards Macpherson,whom he had really convifted of 
misquotation and forgery, forms, as I have elsewhere observ- 
• ed, such a signal contrast to his scurrilous abuse of Hume and 
Robertson, as can admit only of one explanation, that Whita- 
ker concurred with Macpherson in the authentic itr of Osiian. 

B 2 
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DISSERTATION ON 
CHAP, bcr i5tli, in^sputably alliide : " There was ako 
"produced and read a writing of another depo- 
*' sition of Thomas Crawford upon his oath, ex- 
*• hibitcd before the commissioners the 13th De- 
*' cember, concerning certain answers made to 
*' him by the foresaid Jdhn Hepburn and John 
" Hay, upon the scaffold at Edinburgh ^." Had 
he candidly examined the confessions themselves, 
the least reflexion might have convinced him, that 
those annexed to Buchanan's Detection, are a 
summary or imperfeft abstract, not from the ju- 
dicial depositions produced on the 8th, but from 
the confessions exhibited at Westminster on the 
7th, 10th, 1 2th, or i3th% of which the minutes 
arc lost, with every other paper transmitted to the 
press. The confessions are filled as usual with re- 
^ligious refleftions on the ways of Providence, the 
justice of their punishment, the assurance of mer- 
cy, the calls to repentance ; none of which occur 
in the judicial depositions. •' John (Hepburn) of 
** Bowton, speaking of the queen in the Tolbuith^ 
** quho lives our deiths will be thought na newis :" 
and *^ Young (Hay of) Talla, in the Tolbuith,'\not, 
as absurdly supposed, in presence of the privy 
council or justiciary court, but in prison, before 

* Anderson, i. pref. 19. iv. 175. Goodall, i. prcf. IJ. 

3 See in Anderson, iv. part iu p. 171-5, references to pro- 
ceedings on the 10th, 12th,. and 13th Qf December, of "which 
no minutes are preserve^** ^ 
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THE MURDER OF PARNLEY. 6 

th<ey were led to execution,'^) ^* requirit John chap. 
" Brand, minister of the congregation, to pass to ^J^Il, 
*' my lord Lindsay and say, my lord hartily I 
" forgeve your lordship and als my lord regent 
" and all uthcrs, but specially tham that betrayit 
" n>e to you, for I know if ye could here savH me 
" ye would ; desiring you as^ ye will answere 
*^ before God in the latter day, to do your dili- 
'' gence to bring the rest quho was the beginners 
" of this work to justice, as ye have done to me.** 
In short, whoever peruses the whole with the least 
attention, must be convinced of the fad, that 
these are not the judicial depositions, but an im- 
perfed summary of the confessions of the crimi- 
nals, made to the clergy before their execution -. 
Buchanan accordingly appeals for the proof of a 

* " TheyVre said expressly to have been made in the /<?.- 
booth of Edinburgh, the building vin which the parliament 
was held, the privy council assembled, and the lords of ses- 
sion convened, for the trial of civil or criminal causes. In 
this structure Bothwell was tried, for the murder of the kingl 
In this his followers were equally tried. In this the rebel 
lords assembled for business. And in this therefore iiould their 
previous examination of Both well's followers be made.*' 
Whitaker, iii. 191. In this sorte, to prove that the confes- 
sions and depositions must be identical, because they were 
both taken in the same building, the author forgets only the ^' 
proper use of the tolbooth, as a jail, in which the murderers 
were imprisoned, before their execution. 

5 See the depositions and confessions in the Appendix, 
Ko. XXIV, 

'B3 
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6 DISSERTATION ON 

CHAP, curibus fad iii his Detection ^, not to the jirdicial 
\^y^^^ deposition, but to the confessions themselves. 

Theconfes- « fjunc rcrum cestarum ordinem, non modo 

sions quot* ^ 

cdbyBu- '^ maxima pars eorum qui cum regina.erant, sunt 

chanan. . 

' ** fassi, sed et Georgius Dalglesius, Bothwellii cu- 

' biculariis, paulo antequam panas luit, deharravit, 

qita ejus cor(fessi§in actis continetur-y** notzs erronc- 

ously translated, " quhilk confession yet remains 

** of record,'* but which is contained in the afts 

or minutes of the proceedings at Westminster ^.• 

* When tjie queen lodged ii^ th^ Chequer-house, and, as she 
pretended to Murray and hU mother (at Lochl^ven; Detection 
6. compared with Keith 445) was first ravished by Bothwell, 
wl»om lady Reres introduced into her bedchamber, to 
which, however, he had free access through the garden, from 
the adjoining back door of the noted chambers of Ormond'i 
house ; a few n^hts afterwards, as if, says Buchanan, to re- 
pay force by force, Mary and her confidant, Margaret Car- 
wood, let lady, Reres down by the girdle, over an old wall^ 
ipto tiie next garden, but the girdle burst, and her olcj and 
^eavy emissary fell prostrale to the ground. Not discou- 
raged by the darkness, the height of the wall, or her sudden 
f.ccid&Rtr-Xtus^v^6i&ca,n penetrated into BotbwelPs chamber, 
when in bed with his wife, and the doors being opened, brought 
him half asleep and half naked to the queen. Whi taker's ob- 
jedion seems tp b^ that she carried Bqthwell back over 
the high wall into the queen's chamber, to which they had an 
easier access, / ri/tis recfusis^ ii i. J 94. 

7 Tae. translation would imply that the confessions were 
recorded in Scotland, where the depositions themselves, though 
lodged in the justiciary court, were not inserted in its boeks of 
adjournal. But " in actis continetur,*' addressed to the Eng- 
lish commissioners, refers to Xhtads of the session at Westmia* 
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THk MURDER OF DAR*JLEY. 

"Such was- the assurance of the wretch^* --^ says chas. 

vn/ 



WhitsJcer, ** as to refer in form to a record for a ^^' 



y -slander \(rhen th^ record itself does not contain 
" a single syllable concerning it ^*' — *' but his mit 
t' Ugnity afted like a pestilential blast upon hh 
" discretion, — and the moment we compare Bu^ 
" chalian's train ot confessions with the originals, ~ -t 
" wc detect the imposition which he designs to 
" practise upon us \'' Had this angry disputant, 
to whom liar, serpent, and slanderer are faa>iliar 
terms, preferred the plain sense of the text to h^ 
own comment, he must have felt and acknow- 
ledged, that confeisio paulo antequam pmnas luitj can 
never refer to a deposition which had been taken 
^il months before, on the 26th of June, and of 
which the record is preserved in the Cotton lir 
brary, but to the last confession of Dalgieish ^^ after 
his trial, and before his execution on the 3d of 
January, of which the record was lost w^lien Wil- 
son's short abstract was sent to the press. 

.2. To proceed to the judicial examinations of Judicial dc- 
the murderers : — The depositions of Powne and the ^ur- 

der^rs. 

Dalgleish, Bothwell's porter and chamberlain, 
-were taken on the 23d and i€t\\ of June, before 
the privy council ; Powrie's second deposition "On 
the 6th of July; Hay of Talla's, on the 13th of 

•tf/er, Anderson, iv. 17^-^ 5 and the clause appears, like btlfft: 
-alterations, to be a subsequent explanation added by Wil^^ 
-to Buchanan's Detection. 

Whita.ker, iii. 192-1;. * , . ^ 

P4 
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8 ^ - Dissertation on 

CHAP. September ; Hepburn of Bolton^s^ on tlie 8th of 
K^^^srsj December ; and were produced arid acknOAvledged 
(January 5d, 1567-8) in the justiciary court, on 
their trial before the justice depute. Sir Thomas 
Craig ^. From these depositions, which coincide 
in the most minute ci^cumstanceSs we obtain adis- 
'mt^ao^*' tinct and particular account of the murder. The 
count of gunpowder which Bothwell had probably ordered 
<icr. on his journey to Whittingham, had been brought 
on Tuesday or Wednesday from Dunbar. On 
Thursday he intimated to Hepburn an enterprise 
devised by some 6f the nobility, and himself 
among the rest, to assassinate the king,' (and to 
send two servants each for the purpose) either in 
the fields, or in whatsoever place an opportunity 
could be found* On Friday morning he iiiforiiK^d 
Hay and Or mis ton separately of the de«^n ; and at 
a general consultation inthe evening, heabandoiieA 
his plan of assassination in the fields, which might 
be known or traced, and explained in what man- 
ner it might be effected better by means of gun- 
powder. The gunpowder was brought by Hep- 
burn to Both well's lodgings in the abbey , on Sa- 
turday evening, but the murder was prevented 
that night, as the conspirators were not fully pre- 

9 According to the family tradition, Ke was then a young 
tnan, just returned from Pdris, whert he had s^ttidied the civil 
and feudal laws. He died in 1608, i»'/^r?^tf<7»«:(^, when ac- 
cording to Dempster's Epicedium, seros vtmk ad arnos^ Craig 
de Feudis, pref. 
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f)ared. On -Sunday evening, Bothwell, ifter a chat. 

vn. ' 



long cbnsultation, passed in the dusk to sup with ^^ 



tjie queen at *^ Mr, John Balfour's house, where 
^* the bishop of Argyle made the banqxnet," After 
supper he repaired to Ormiston's lodgings, and 
then to the Cowgate, while Powrie and Wilson 
Were setit for the gunpowder, which was brought 
fon horseback, in a trunk and mail, to the Bhch- 
friars gate, where it was poured into bags and 
carried' by Powrie and Wilson, the two Ormis^ 
tons, Hay and Hepburn,to the garden wall behind 
the Kirk of Field. The two first were dismissed^ 
and Paris riecei\ied the rest through the back door^ 
into the queen's apartment. As art empty pow- 
der barrel, which they had -brought along with 
them, was too large to enter, they pou^^d the 
powder in a heap upon ■ the floor, dirpAly tinder 
the king's bed, and Hay and Hepburn were left 
wttl^ false keys in the queen's chamber. Cta the de- 
parture of therest,Pans lockingthe two doors that 
opened into the' garden and into the tufnpikt^ Or 
o^ter staircase, went up stairs to the king's apart- 
ment, to intimate byhispresence that aH ^s readry ; 
and Bothwell returned to the abbey in the queen^ 
train. At twelve be retired to his lodgings to 
change his clothes, and with Powrie, Wilson, Dal- 
gleish and Paris, returned by the Cabongate 
throiigh the Netherbow port. After enquiring in 
xraiii for ^rmiston, he passed again through the 
Blackfriars gate towards theKirk of Field, where 
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10 , DISSERTATION ON '^ 

CHAP, he Idft the others, and on entering tKfe g2fcrden 

^J^^Lf, with Paris, was joined by Hay and Hepburn, who 
had lighted the match, and released themselves by 
Sdcaasof thefalse keys. They remsdned there, quite 
impatient, till the explosion took place, when they 
ran down to the Cowgate, through theKackfriars 
gate, and ascending by different dosses^ crossed the 
High-street to a broken part of the town wall in 
Leith Wyndy which Both well was unable, or afrai4 
to leap. The porter therefore was again summoned 
at the Netherbowgatc, through which they return*- 
ed to the abbey, and Bothwell retired to his bed, 
where he remained till roused by the afaurm which 
the king's deathhad at last excited. 

Theirde- y Nothing can he better authentkrated, at pre- 

amhenticfr. sent, than these depositions. The <»nginals taken 
by the privy council, were produced to a jury j and 
were read and examined before the learned Cra^. 
They wcce acknowledged by the culprits them- 
selves on their trial ; and the copies of th^n stiU 
extant in th^ Cotton library, are attested by Bel- 
knden, the justice clerk. But in Whitaker'-s opi- 
nion, the depositions themselves, the attestation 
of Sir J(An Bdlendeii who never saw them, the 
records of justiciary where they werenever lodged, 
and of course the whole trial, with the name and 
authcurity of Craig, before whom they w^e never 
read or exhibited, are the forgeries of Murray, 
executed during the conferences in Ep^and 






•« Whitakcr, iii. 21 1 
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Every historical, document that refutes his asser- chap. 

VII. * 



tions, turns into a convenient forgery at his touch. ^^'' 



But of those wiiters, to whose distempered ima- 
gination all is forgery, it is. the- peculiar misfor- 
tune, that their -assertions ai^ strong and vehe- 
ment in proportion as tteur arguments are weak 
and inconclusive. To them it is incredible that 
men, without apparent necessity, should confess 
facts to the destruction of their own lives ; as if 
the records of council and justidary were not 
filled with instances of similar confessions, or as if 
judicial confessions were never made at all. It is in*- 
credible that diifcrent persons, at distant interval^ 
should employ the same words and combinations, 
in their narratives ; as if in any subsequent evi- 
dence concerning the same faflt, the same words 
were not often dictated by the same commissioner, 
or reqorded by the clerk, from the first deposition 
which they hold in their hands. It is incredible 
that men should know each other, when they met 
in the dark, or distinguifh their doaths and slip- 
pers at midnight, soon after the change of the 
moon ; as if it were possible not to discern the per- 
sons, the garb, or the disguise of those who met 
within the Blacktriars gate, with a Kghted capdle^ 
at ten at night ". But we are told that Dalgleisl» 
and Powrie were not arrested till the 1 7th of July, 
because their deppsUions are not once naentioned 

" Whitaker, iii. 196. Goodall> 1. 385. Spe Powrie's de# 
ppsitpn, Appendix. 
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12 mSSEilTATlON ON 

QIA^. by ThrockfftOttoh till then "V ^ 4f Throckmor- 
^^^^^*^,«m, M4m arrived j[i^ it Edktttogh till the 17th of 
Jtily, could have notified their seiaure, or thek de- 
positions in Jane; Tiie'proclamation for appre- 
hending Bothvvett, isstied ihe same day (June 26th) 
that Daiglelsh wa$ eXatnined, mentions in ex- 
press t«rin^' the depcisitions of his servants. 
Throckmorton's 'fir^t> tetter from Edinburgh, July 
14th:, rrfers directly to the same evidence; " he 
^ (tBothwell) "being with manifest evidence^ noto- 
^ TiouBly detected to be the princip*^! murderer ;" 
and his letter of the i§th can allude only to their 
expositions on the 23d and 26th x>f June, of wtich 
ie had heard imperfectly ; "That Bothwell's porter, 
^^ and one of the other servitors of his chamber 
*^ being apprehended, have confess^ such sundry 
5' circumstances di the murder^ as it appeareth 
" evidently that he, the said earl, was one of the 
^' principal -exfecutor^ of the murder in his own 
*^ person, accompanied with sundry others, of 
^f which number I cannot yet certainly learn the 
^ names but of three of them, two of the Ormis- 
^^ tons of Tweddale, and one Hayburn df Bol- 
^ ton ^3." If they wer^ arrdsted only on the 17th 
of J-uly there %^s neither tinne to take, nor occa- 
Iton to antedate their depositions on the 1 8th ; and 
?* being apprehended,** no more implies that they 
Were then apprehended, than being copied in the 

y 

\ 

* " Whitaker, iii. 201. 

*3 Anderson,!. 140. Robertson, 11. 447-53. 
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proceedings at Westminster, that the seven sev-e* chap, 
ral writings prodiiced on the 8th, wer« trafoscxib^ v^/no^ 
on the spot. 

But Powrie the porter, according to whose first Minute ob- 
deposition, the trunk and mail containing the"«^«*- 
gunpowder ^\ had been brought by iiinxsdf aiiid 
Wilson on " tway horses of my lord's, the an? 
*' being his own horse,** to the Blackfriars gate ) 
and on their return from the Kirk of. Field, t]^^ 
'• tway horses war away ;'' declared when re-ex- 
amined, July 3d, that the '^ carriage of ^he trunks 
*' and mail containit in his. formet deposition 
*' were carryed by him and Wilson upon anc gr^y 
*' horse, that pertainit to Herman, page to my 
" lord, at twasundi-ie tjnnes, to the place comtaixut 
" in his former deposit ^5.'* iPowrie was purposely 

'f In Anderson this is printed, " the carnage of tw^a itiails 
and ane tronk, ^nd the uther ane ledderin mail," which af- 
fords Whitaker an additional obje^ien, that the twdmiaUs and 
ane tronk shrink, in the second deposition, into a tronk an4 
mail, and ane tocm pulder barrel, i& added to make Up wb^tt 
was lost. iii. 199. The least attention might have coj;\» 
vinced him, that the ** twa mails and ane tronk/^ was mis- 
printed hy Anderson for ane an tronk. On inspecting the ori- 
ginal, accordingly I found " the carriage of twa mails tAe ane 
Ofte tronk, and the udder ane ane leddem mail." 

,'5 Goodall, i. 387. Whitaker, iii. 197. Gopdall sdp- 
poses that .it was discovered after the first examination, that 
Bothwell l^d no horses in town, or that Powrit and Wilsoili 
Tiad no access to them : as if a Scotch earl who n^ver sttrr6d 
abroad without attendants armed, and who had aecompanted 
the queen irom Stirling to Edinburgh and to Callendcr, and 
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14 , DISSERTATION ON 

CHAP, re-examined to correct a mistake committed from 
vn. ' 

' c^vnj inattention or stupidity, in his^ first deposition ; 

that the gunpowder had been brought on two 
horses, instead of two carriages on the same horse; 
but a forger, to whom it was indifferent whether 
the powder had been brought on two horses at 
once, or on one horse twice, would have render-^ 
cd his first fabrication complete. According to 
the first deposition, Powrie and Wilson were met 
at the Blackfriars gate by Bothwell, accompanied 
by Hob Ormiston, Paris, and two others, with 
cloaks about their feces ; according to his second 
examination, when they brought the last carriage 
to the Blackfriars gate, Bothwell came to them 
with three more, ** quhilk had thayr cloaks and 
" nmils oipon their feet *^." Here, instead of a 
slight contradiction, the two passages refer to 
the different carriages and arrivals of the powder, 
which Bothwell, walking up and down the Cow- 
gate, met each time at the Blackfriars gate. In 
Powrie's deposition the powder in the trunk and 
mail was contained in pokes or small sacks ; in 
Hay and Hepburn's, the trunk at least was emptied 

after a secret journey to Whittingham, met her again on the 
road frox^i^Glasgow, had no horses of his own in to^'n. 
The mistake was probably committed by the clerk, and dis- 
CQtered on the examination of the centinels and others, of 
whose depositions one was read to Powrie on his second ex- 
amination. . 

'^ Whitakcr,jii, 193, . . . / 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE MURDER OF DARNLEY. 15 

into bags within the JBlackfriars gate ^7; and as chap.' 
Powrie was sent to the Cowgate to purch^tse can- i>v->/ 
dies, it is evident that the powder was poured into 
the sacks in the interval, before his return. But 
to those conversant with legal practice, nothing 
can authenticate the depositions more strongly 
than a second examination, to correct the mistake 
of the twd horses, some month's before the evi- 
dence of Hay and Hepburn could explain the 
fact. 

4. We are told, however, that the deposi]tions a mine not 
must necessarily be false, as a mine vsras requisite to "^^ 
blowup the very foundations of the house ^^ The 
counciPs letter on Monday, to the queen regent of 
France, describes the explosion as such " que 
^' d'une sjelle, deuxchambres cabinet, et garde robe, 
'^ il n'est rien demeure que tout ne soit emporte 
** loing de la, ^t redige en pouldre, non seulment 
" la couvertureet planches, mais aussi les muraiUes 
^^ jusque au fondeineni^ de sorte qu'il ne. demeure 
pierre sur pierre^9/* The queen's letter on Tues- 



f£ 



'7 Goodall, i. 388. Goodall is unable to conceive ^hy 
Both well should change his cloaths, or why he should return 
at all, or with so many attendants, when he had left two men 
behind to set fire to the train. He forgot that it was neces- 
sary for Bothwell to disguise himgelf ; to bring oflp his two 
men if discovered ; to secure his own person from assaukof 
accident j and by his presence to ensure the perpetration of 
it he deed. 

^» Goodall, i. 146. 389. Whitaker, lii. 202. 

*s See AppendijT, No. IV. "• " 
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CHAP, day, to archbishop Beton, is in the same terms, 
v^py^^ ** that of the haill lo^ng, walls and other, there 
" is nothing remaimt, na not a stane above ano- 
"ther,but other carreyit far away or dong in 
" dross to thtvexy grundstane" and she adds, " it 
" man b^ don be force of powder, and appears to 
" have bene a mine *''/' This first idea of a mine 
receives no confirmation from the proclamation 
on Wednesday to discover the murderers, which 
merely states, " that of the haill loging walls and 
** utheris, there is nathing left unruinated^ but dung 
" XXidiX^^\.o\kitverygrundstane'^\^^ The Actio contra 
Marianiy however, represents the walls as under- 
mined, and the mines filled with gunpowder ; and 
, in the indictments against Morton and archbi- 
shop Douglas, the powder a " lytle afore was 
" placed by them under the grund, and angular 
** stares, and within the voltis, in laigh and darnit 
** pairts and places theiroff^^** But the two letters 
exaggerate the explosion beyond the proclamation 
wluch was addressed to those who beheld its 
effects ; and it is observable that the pretext of a 
mine, which occurred only to Mary, was neces- 
sary then to avert the suspicion, for the same rea- 
son that it is still asserted, to obviate the fact, that 
the powder was lodged in the queen's chamber. 
When transferred to Wilson as the author, 
the Action against Mary amounts to nothing. 

^ Keith, pref. p. 8. ^' Anderson, i. 36. > 

^ See Appendix, No/ XXXIV. Amot's Crim. Trials, p. 9. 
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Buchanan refers in his Detection, arid adheres in ^^^' 
his History, to the judicial depositions, that the 
gunpowder was lodged that evening in the lower 
chamber, to which the conspirators had false keys ; 
but Wilson repeats, in his j4cfio contra Marianiy 
the tales extracted from Lesly and his servants, 
who received, and who had an interest to propa- 
gate, the queen*s account^^. At the distance of four- 
teen, and of twenty years, the hyperbolical lan- 
guage of Scottish indictments, is no evidence of 
an historical fact ; and in the indictments against 
Morton and Douglas, it was necessary then, for 
the exculpation of Mary, to dispose of the powder, 
not in mines,but indefinitely under the ground and 
angular, or corner stones, and within the vaults, 
in low and concealed places, they knew not where. 
Two horse loads, or a single cask of gunpow- 
der, were sufficient, not according to the modern 
fiction, to blow up the foundations, but to demolish 
a ruinous house to the grundstane. But the sup- 
position of a mine implies that the expansive force 
of the explosion acts not equally in every direction; 
as if it were possible, from the ground apartment, 
to blow up the rafters, floors, and roof of an old 
house, rent and ruinous, without demolishing the 
walls. The fact is, that there was neither time 
nor room to construct a mine. There was no 
time, as the mine for which six days are allowed, 

^3 Murdin, 57. Supra, chap. iv. note 6J» 
Vol. II. G 
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CHA!^. Itt ftfder td be finished in the queen's absence, 
Inust have been begun on her arrival at Glasgow, 
before it was known or determined, whether her 
husband would return, or where he would re- 
side. There was no room, as the prebendary's 
house where he lodged, was contiguous to the 
town wall, on the east side of the provost's, or 
principal's house, with a narrow close or passage 
between, from which the turnpike j or outer stair- 
case, led to the king's apartment, since the back- 
door opened into the garden, on the east side of 
the prebendary's house ^. The little gallery, hav- 
ing a window in the gavel through the town wall, 
led direcdy south from the king's chamber at the 
iiorth end, from which it was separated by a large 
stone wall j and as the queen's apartment Was 
beneath the king's, the cellar was beneath the 
gallery where the servants slept^^. The door pas- 

^^ Supray chap. i. See the depositions of Nelson, Hay, 
and Paris. Appendix, Nos. XXIV. XXV. 

*5 The description which I have given of the house from 
the different depositions, is confirmed by the council's letter 
to the queen mother of France ; " Son logis a este enleve 
^c. que d'une salle, deux chambres cabinet & garderobe," 
of which the house consisted. The two chambers were the 
king's and queen's apartments, on different floors : the w/fe 
was the cellar in Nelson's, and the kitchen in Paris' •deposi- 
tion, which served in those days indiscriminately for a kitchen 
and hall. The cabinet et garderobe were the little gallery in 
which the servants slept above the cellar, and a small closet 
above the passage that led through the lalgh house into th^ 
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sing through the cellar and the town wall, of chap. 
which the key could not be found '^^^ appears to ,T^ 
have been sufficiently secured within. If the 
mine had been begun without, from the provost's 
house, or from the Kirk of Field, its entrancCv 
must liave been discovered after the exfrfosion, 
and its course disclosed by the ruins sinking into 
the chasm. But a mine opened within the cel- 
lar ^7, through which the conspirators must have 
secured previous Access to the whole house, would 
have been a preposterous labour. 

c. The depositions were confirmed afterwards ^«p««»- 

•^ * ^ ^ tions con- 

by the confessions of, Paris and Ormiston, dnd^J^^^r 

, • , , their oppo- 

are authenticated at present by their opposition towtion to 
the prevaiUng report of the times. As the king's opinion ; 
body and his servants* were found entire, with- 
out any external contusion or marks of gunpow- 
der, in an adjacent garden without the walls, it 
was then the , received opinion, that they had 
been strangled and brought out through the pos- 

garden, and divided the queen's chamber by a large stone 
vrall, the only partition then, from the kitchen or cellar that 
entered from the turnpike by a ^parate door. In those times 
the bedroom served for a parlour during the day, as in some 
parts of Scotland at present ; but Whi taker has converted 
this simple plan into a house of six rooms, with a (vaulted) 
cellar under the whole, iii. 263. 

^^ Buchanan's Detection, 15. Nelson's fividence, Appen- 
dix, No. XXV. 

*7 Whita'ker, iii. 232-41. 

C2 
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CHAP, tern, before the house was blown up. This per* 
VII • . ' 

v,^^ suasion was so firmly established, that the procla- 
mation issued against Bothwell, on the deposi- 
tions of Powrie and Dalgleish, June 26, declared, 
of the quhilk murder now by just trial taken^ 
he is found not only to have been the inven- 
" ter and deviser, but the executor with his awin 
" hands, as his awin servants^ being in company 
" with him, at that unworthy fact hes testified ^^/' 
Hay and Hepburn were not then apprehended to 
explain the fact ; nor was it known that they 
were locked in the queen's chamber; and as 
Powrie, Dalgleish, and Wilson ^yere left by Both- 
well at the garden wall, the privy council con- 
cluded from their evidence, that he had en- 
tered the house with Paris, to strangle the king 
with his own hands, before the explosion took 
place. Buchanan was impressed with the same 
persuasion, which every historian of the age 
adopted; and from more recent, but doubtful 
information, he describes the conspirators in his 
History, as divided into two bands; one of which 
entering from Hamilton house, strangled the 
king and his servants, and carried their dead bodies 
through the postern into the adjacent fields, when 
the other, on a signal given, set fire to the train' ^ 

** Anderson, i. 140. 

^9 Buchanan's Hist, 1. xviii. 351. 1. xx. 397. From com- 
paring these passages, it is evident that Buchanan supposed 
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As tl;ie operation of gunpowder is better under- chap: 
stood, it is now admitted, that their bodies, from 
the intervention of the floor and bedding, were 
thrown out untouched by the explosion, and that, 
if they had fallen on the water, their lives might 
have been preserved ^\ When the murderers 
were particularly interrogated, their depositions, 
and confessions concurred in the fact, " that the 
king was handlit by na man's hands j" but the 

the archbishop's servants to have murdered the k'ngi and 
Both well' s,^/fl/o stgnof to have blown up the house. Goodall by 
dint of false translation, " Archiepiscopus libenter trucidandx 
regis, partes sibi oblatas suscepit ," tkci he *willmgly undertook ihr 
employment J represents the two passages as inconsistent, in order 
to extract a wretched argument for Bjth well's vindication ; as if 
Buchanan had transferred the whole employment, instead of 
^Q partes sibi oilatas^ to the archbishop. Buchanan's informa- 
tion is confirmed by Crawford's MS. which Spottiswbod, 
from different passages, seems to have coirdited; that Rc- 
bertson, a priest, was confronted with the archbishop, before 
his (the archbishop's) exec^tion, and affirnied that Black 
John Hamilton, oi>eof the archbishop's servants, confessed at 
his death, that he was present at the murder by his master's 
orders ; to which the latter replied, that ** he synit deadly to 
lay it upoun him quha knew nathing of the matter, 2s also he 
synit to reveal any confessioun." The archbishop, was un- 
doubtedly privy to the murder, and seems to have watched 
with his servants at; Hamilton house, till t^e explosion, took 
place; but Buchanan's inference is erroneous, that the arch- 
bishop's servants were emplt)yed to strangle Darnlcy, and 
Both well's servants to blow up the house. 
^ Hume, V. 107. n. Whitaker,.iii- 29S. 

C3 
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CHAP* supposed forgers never would have discredited 
kZ^ their professed opimoo^ nor have forborn to 
avail themselves of the popular belief, which they 
had no interest or inclination to contradict. 
*obd* ®^^ ^^^ strongest confirmation is the uninten* 

^^^^^ tional coincidence of minute facts* The deposit 
tions all declare, that the conspirators returned, 
after the explosion, to a broken part of the town 
wall in Leith wynd^ wltiich Bothwell was unaUe, 
or afraid to leap,'but the reason, because of his sair 
hand^ is assigned only by Hepburn ; and we dis- 
cover elsewhere, that his hand was deidly wounds 
edy or maimed in Liddesdale, to which the long 
letter from Glasgow alludes, " that the bracelet 
^ might be seen if he should chance to be hurt^'/* 
According to the depositions ofDalgleishandPow- 
rie, Bothwell knocked an4 called in vain at Or mis- 
ton'slodginpwhen he returned at midnight to the 
Kirk of Field; and Ormiston, who was taken and 
executed six years afterwards, by the regent Mor- 
ton, declared in his confession, that when the 
powder was lodged in the queen's chamber, he 
returned home and went to bed, " to avoid sus- 
" picion, that na man might say he was at the 
" deid doing/* We discover from Robert Mel- 
ville's letter, that in Hay*^ deposition, and pro- 
bably in the others, Huntley's concern in the mur- 

^' gee Appeiidiy, No. XXL 
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der was pppressed, as that potent nobleman was ^^^• 
treating then for a reconciliation with the regent. ^-^^ 
But the imperfect abstract of Hepburn's confes- 
sion, alludes incidentally to a bond of whi<^h Sir 
James Balfour was the principal deviser, subscrib- 
ed by the nobiUty for the murder of Darnley, and 
acknowledging the queen's mind " thairto/' And 
the confession of Ormiston ei^plains the evidence 
against Huntley which was suppressed so care- 
fully in Hay's deposition; that at Easter a bond 
or contract for, the removal of Darnley, as a youn^^ 
proud, an4 tyrannical fool, unfit to reign, was 
shewn him by Bothwell ; that the bond had been 
devised by Sir James Balfour, and signed (at 
Craigmillar) by Huntley, Argyle, Lethington 
and Balfour about a quarter of a year before 
the deed was done3\ Orpfiiston's confession 
was taken and attested, in December iS73^ 
by Brand a clergyman ; and an observation 
of Spottiswood's renders the authenticity of it 
indisputable; " that not the less the regent, to the 
*^ offence of many, did suffer the said Balfour to 
*' enjoy the benefit of the pacification, and passed 
'^ an act thereof in council 33." But Morton never 
would have inserted among the regicides, the 
names of Argyle the chancellor, and of Balfour 
whom he was then solicitous to preserve. 

6. The depositions are strictly confined to the 

^ See Appendix, No. XXVII. 33 Spottiswood, 27*. ' 

C 4 ~ 
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murder ; as the design was to procure judicial evi- 
dence against Bothwell and his associates, not to 

^MionT" i^P^c^^^ ^^^ queen in his guilt. The letters there- 

mioted by f^j-e jwere not introduced ; nor a single circum- 
stance not connected with the actual perpetration 
of the crime. But the silence, or ignorance ©f the 
subordinate actors, is assumed as a proof, or con- 

^ verted father into a positive confession, not only 

of the queen^s innocence, but of the guilt of her 
accusers^'^. The first intimation of the fact is in a 
letter from archbishop Beton to the cardinal of 
Lorrain, (February 8th, 1568,) containing the sum 
of the dispatches from Scotland. " Environ les 
*' fetes de noel dernier, douze ou quinze des prin- 
^^ cipaux serviteurs du Conte Bondouel furent 
*^ prins prisonniers aux isles des Orcades,par Mon- 
** sieur de St. Croi-:: Tun des freres bastardes de 
** la royne, qui pour lejourdhui s^estfaict conte des 
*^ dites Isles, lesquelles par tempeste de la mer fu- 
.*' rent contraincts y prendre terre, et apres menez 
*' a Lislebourgh, et accuse de meurtre furent con- 
** damnez a mort et toutesfois executez en prison, 
*' pourceque quelques ungs d'eux, ayent demande 
** de grace estre ouy par le conte de Mourray, con- 
** fesserent bien avoir merite la mort, declarant 
" Tinnocence de la royne et accusent les plus 
" grands et principaux de son conceil, qui assis- 
^ toient lors avec lui, et mesmes le conte de Mor- 

34, Whit;iker, iii. 283—6—9. 
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*' thon et le secretaire Ledinton et Balfour qui ^^?- 
** estoit capitaine de chatteau de Lislebourgh ; "^-T^ 
** et le dit conte leur maitre en Danemark 35/» 
Such defective intelligence could not well be trans- 
mitted from Scotland, that twelve or fifteen of 
Bothwell's principal servants had been taken in 
Orkney and executed in prison; instead of four exe- 
cuted in public, of whom Hepburn alone had been 
taken by Grange and thfe bishop of Orkney, on 
board of one of Bothwell's ships in Shetland. Lord 
Robert was not created earl of Orkney till 1581, 
but it was secretly understood that Morton was 
privy, and Balfour and Lethington accessary to 
the murder, and the queen's innocence was a ne- 
cessary addition, in a letter to the cardinal of Lor- 
rain her uncle. The fact was afterwards improved 
by Lesly, into a public confession, uttered in the 
presence of many thousands at the place of execu- 
tion. In the Instructions from the lords and abbots 
of her party, he presumes that Mary never would 
have consented to the murder, having other likely 
means of divorce or a sentence of death, to be quit 
of her husband, *' by the lords own device at 

35 MSS. Brit. Mus. Ayscough's Cat. 3199, from Mem. 
Scot. torn. 3. Hay was examined on the 1 3th of September, 
apparently before Grange's return from Shetland ; and Hep- 
burn on the 8th of December thereafter. Accordingly the 
one says in his confession, that he was betrayed into lord 
Lindsay's hands, the other that he had ships provided to 
flee, but could not escape. See Appendix, No. XXIV. 
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CHAP. ^* €ifiiig^)i&ri» bet it may be infierrit that they were 
^* tli«.4oaris thairofFonlie, as fwasdeponit by thaim 
** quija wfieret fkath thairfoir, quha declarit at all 
^ tifnes the qiieee our savcreign to be innocent 
*^ tJi»ird8F5^.'* in the memorial read by HerrcU, 
when Murray's accugition was presented at West- 
minster, he dedare4 that her adversaries were 
themselves " thfc first inventars, wricars with thair 
" own hand of th^t deviliih band, the conspiracie 
^^ of the slaughter of her late spouse^ presentit to 
** thair wiekit confederate Bothwell, as was made 
** manijGest befoir ten thousand people, at the 
*' execution of certain the principal ctfendaris at 
" Edinburgh ^\^ The. paper was presented by 
Lesly himself; but amidst those vague assertions 
concerning the bond which was devised and sign- 
ed by Balfour and Lethington whom he durst not 
name, it is observable that he is silent concerning 
the only fact in dispute, though inserted in his In- 
structions without J^esitation, that the queen's in- 
nocence and the guilt of her accusers were attest- 
ed by the criminals themselves at their death. But 
the fact which he durst not assert at the conference, 
is introduced atlength, in his Defence ofMary's Ho- 
nour. "Is itnotfuU well known thinkye, that ye and 
1' the earls Bothwell, Morion and others assembled at 
i' the castle of Craigmillar and other places at divers 

3* Goodall, il. 359. 

^r Id. 21i. Andcrs^(jxi, iv. J$9- 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE MURDER OF DARNLEY. 27 

** tiinesyto consult and devise upon tim mischief? chap. 

vn. 
♦* If risoed were we could rehersc and recount the 

** whole sum and effect of the oration made by 

** the most eloquent amongst you, to stir up^ ex- 

** hort and inflame your faction thenpresenU to de- 

** termine and resolve themselves to dispatch and 

** make a hand with the lord Darnley. We can 

** tell you that there were interchangeable inden- 

** turesmade and subscribed by you, that he which 

** had the best opportunity offered, to make him 

*' away, should forthwith take it in hand, and 

** dispatch him. We can tell you, and so can five 

" thousand and more of their own hearing, that 

" John Hepburn the carl Bothwell's servant, 

" being executed for his and your traiterous fact» 

** did openly say and testify, as he should ans^yer 

" to the contrary before Ood, that you were prin- 

** cq)al authors, counsellors and assisters with his 

" master, of thi^^execrable murder, and that his 

^ said master so told him ; and farthermore, that 

** he himself had seen the indentures we spake of* 

" We can. tell you that John Hay of Galloway, 

" (Talla) that Powrie, that Dalgleish, and last of 

" all that Paris, all being put to death for this crime, 

" took God to record, at the time of their death^ 

*^ that this murder was by your counsel, inven* 

** tion, and drift committed, who also declared 

** that they never knew the queen to be partici- 

'^ pant or aware thereof j- that as for no torments 

^ nor fieur promises they could be brought falsely 
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CHAP. " to accuse their mistress, so without any torments 
at all they have voluntarily purged her, and so 
" laid the burden upon your necks and shoulders 
*' that ye shall never be able shake it off 3^.** 

Such declamatory invectives addressed to nd 
one in particular, and conveying no distinct in- 
formation, are the sole authorities of those who 
adopt, as a rule of judgment, every assertion 
which Mary's early apologists have chosen to ad- 
vance, and to reject every Jact which her opponents 
have endeavoured to prove. But the rhetorical 
intimation of what was full well known, implies 
that it was not known : what they could tell sig- 
nifies in, plain language what could not be told; 
and on this subject Lesly's veracity may be ascer- 
tained at once. None were present at Craigifiil- 
lar, but Huntley, Argyle, and Lethington, who 
signed the bond devised by Balfour, and Mur- 

3^ Anderson, i, 76. Tytler has a long argunrent to prpve 
that Lesly's assertion concerning Parls's confession, passed 
uncontradicted by Murray, who must have seen it, as the 
first edition was printed at the end of the year 1569, and 
Murray's death happened on the 2kJd of January, 1569 — ^70. 
Tytler, i. 297. By this double supputation the fact is dis- 
guised, that the end of the year 1569 was March 25th, 1570, 
according to our present coxnputation of tiire. Murray was 
s^ot, as Goodall expresses his assassination, on the 22d of Ja- 
nuary 1569-70, andLesly'sdefencewas printed at Easterthere- 
aftcr, which happened that year before the 25th of March. 
Whitaker, iii. 494*. But Lcsly's- assertion was expressly con-' 
tradicted in Buchanan's Detecti<?n^ by publnhing the genuine 
confessions of the criminals at the place of cxecutior. 
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ray whom Belongs letter acquits, and whom (^hap. 
Lesly has not ventured to accuse or even to name. 
Morton and his associates were then residing as 
exiles in England ; and the intimation that they 
were actually present at the conference at Craig- 
millar, was a fiction of which Lesly himself was 
conscious, and which he wished to insinuate, but 
was afraid to assert directly as a fact. When 
branded with such notorious marks of misrepre- 
sentation and fiction, his assertion, that the crimi- 
nals confessed It their execution in the presence of 
many thousands, that the queen was innocent, 
and that her accusers were the chief authors of the 
murder, must be supported by better authority 
than his own word. The confession of what 
Both well told his servants would amount to no- 
thing if genuine, as it was his policy as well as the 
queen's, to transfer the imputation of the crime to 
Murray. But the fact inserted in Lesly's instruc- 
tions, and suppressed at the conference, was intro- 
duced into an anonymous pamphlet with the less 
hesitation ; and it admits of this obvious confu- 
tation, that the confessions ascribed to the crimi- 
nals in the presence of thousands, at the place of 
execution, were unknown in Scotland, and ar^ 
not once mentioned by a single historian of the 
age. Not to insist on Buchanan's silence, Melvil 
and the author of Crawford's MS. who mention 
the seizure or the execution of the criminals taken 
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in oiieof Bothwell's ships^HoUinsbed and Thin his 
continuator^ and the contemporary authors whom 
Calderwood consulted, or whose annals are still 
extant in manuscript, were all ignorant of those 
supposititious confessions of the queen's innocence, 
and of the guilt of her accusers. In the next cen- 
tury Camden improving on Lesly, transcribed his 
assertion with this notable mistake, that Paris, 
whom Lesly had mentioned in the same sentence, 
su&red at the same time (1567) with Dalgleish 
and Powrie j and with this remarkable addition, 
that they understood from Bothwell, that Murray 
and Morton were the authors of the regicide, 
from all suspicion of which they absolved the 
queen ^9. Paris is mentioned in Crawford's MS. 
as one of the devisers of the king's death, but that 
he denied the fact at his execution, is one of Craw- ^ 

» Camden's Annals, 121. Sir James Balfour in his MS. 
Annals, transcribes this passage from Camden, with the same 
mistake^ which points out, as their sole authority, Lesly who 
mentions the execution of Hay, Powrie, Dalgleish, and Paris 
in the same breath. Sir James wrote about the year 1632 ; 
and in anothw part of his Annals he informs us, " that the 
murderer of this innocent prince was known to be Bothwell, 
&c. by those who best understood how matters went at court. 
But the popish aflPected that applauded the queen's wicked 
courses, spread a rumour and laid the crime on Morton and 
Murray, which the queen mainly laboured to do by her an* 
swers to foreign princes." 
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ford*s numeroud interpolations ot forgeries, which c^Ap 
CoodaB had not the honesty to correct n ^"' 

7. Had the queen's share or concBrrence in thd Parish con- 
murder been concealed from those who had Ao^^tdldL 
access to her person, her connivance could not^*^^"' 
have escaped the observation of Paris, the confi* 
dential servant whom she received from BothwelL 
The question has been repeatedly asked, why he 
Mras not produced during the conference at West* 
nunster, by those who should have known that he 
was not then apprehended. His name and Ormis* 
ton's are inserted in Bothwell's attainder, (Decern^ 
ber2oth, 1^567,) and the rest Were executed (Janua- 
ry the 3d, 1 567-8) before any idea was entertained 
of the Conference at Westminster ^^ From an ori^ 
ginal letter of Murray's to Elizabeth, it appears that^ 
Paris,who had arrived at Leith about the middle of 

^ Crawford's Memoirs, 113^ In the origitial MS, " Th^ 
regent passed to St. Andrew's quhair a notabill sorceress 
called Nic^nevin was coftdemnit to the death and burnt, and 
a Frencbtnaii calllt ?arls, quha was ane df the devyseris of 
Ihe king's deathj was hanj;it in St. Andrew's, and with him 
WilliaHie Steward Lyonn, king of ardies> for divers po\nt« of 
witchcraft and necromancie." 

^^ Keitli's assertion, (366) that I*aris had been two yeats 
^d a half in prison when the confession was made, has been 
transcribed iriaplicitly by Tytlef, iJuthrie, and Stuart, who. 
Had they read the conferences at Westminster, would haye 
found in Anderson iv. 152. that he was then ai^ outlaw. Whit- 
aker first perceived and corrected Keith's mistake. Whit* 
aker, i. 46y. 
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CHAP. June 1569, was conveyed to St. Andrew's, as the 
^— > — » regent was then engaged in a progress through 
the north, and that he was executed by order of 
law (August 16th) after a diligent and circumspect 
examination, on the regent's return ^^. His confes- 
sion on the 9th, which occasioned his examination 
on the 10th of August, has been preposterously 
questioned by those who never saw the original, 
of which an abridged translation from Calder- 
wood's History, was published by Goodall, as the 
proof of a forgery which he never examined, in- 
stead of the French original in the Cotton library, 
to which he seems to have had no personal ac- 
cess ^3. It is written in an indifferent French 
hand j is signed at the end of each leaf and at 
the conclusion with a contraction of the initials 
of Nicholas Hubert, nick-named Paris, and appears 
to be a free and voluntary confession, made pro. 
fessedly without interrogation or constraint. Its 
internal marks of authenticity are indisputable ; 
as it is delivered with an arch simplicity that 
is almost inimitable, and in a narrative quite dra- 
matic, which could occur only to a person strongly 
impressed with the precise words that were utter- 
cd in the scenes which he describes. It abounds, 
as Robertson observes, with a number of minute 
facts and particularities which the most dexterous 

4» See Appendix, No. XXVI. 
-•3 Goodall, i. 137- . 
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forger could not have easily assembled and con- chap. 
nected together with any appearanefe of proba- 
bility ; and with circumstances which could have 
occurred only to one of Paris's character and rank 
in life ^. He endeavours at onc^ to conceal the 
queen's guilt, and to represent his own share in 
the murder as accidental or compulsive. On 
Wednesday or Thursday^ when the murder was 
first proposed, he attempted to dissuade Bothwell 
from the design as dangerous ; but the latter re- 
plied, " Comment sera ce ! car j'ay, dis a, Ledding^ 
** ton, qui est estyme Tung des meilleurs espricts 
•' de ce paiscy^ ct qui est Tentrepreneur de tout 
«« cecyj en apres j'ay Mons'. d'Argyle, moil 
*' firere Monsieur de Hontlye, Mons'\ de Mor- 
•* ton, Ruthen, et Lindsay. Les trois la une fois 
** ne me fauldront jamais car j'ay park pour leur 
*^ grace, et ay tons les signes de ceulx cy que je t'ay 
•* nommes, et ausy avons envie de la faire derniere* 
** ment que nous fumes a Craigmillar/' After 
som^ flattering compliments to Murray's former 
administration ^^, Paris next demands^ " Quelle 

♦♦ Robertson, ii. 341. 

45 See Appendix, l^o. X3tVL Goodall (i. 145.) wonders 
how Paris knew any thing of Murray's administration froin 
1562 to 1565, while Bothwell was in France. From the ori* 
ginal confession, which Goodall never saw, it appears that 
Paris had quitted BothwelPs service in England, and return- 
c?d to Scotland, where, as Buchanan intimates, he probably 
i-emained in lord Seton's service, till Bothwell's recall. 

Vol. IL D 
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" parte cestuy la prend ? Ce dict-il, il ne se vcntt 
" point meler* Monsieur, cedi-je, il est sage. Adonc 
" Monsieur de Boduel restorne sa teste vers moy, 
" et me deist. Monsieur de Morra ! Monsieur dc 
*' Morra ! il ne veult ne ayder ne nuire ; Hiais c'est 
*' tout ung: Bien, bien Monsieur, ce di-je, il ne 
" Ic faicte sans cause, et vous le voyres/* Both- 
weirs answer, that Murray would neither help 
nor hurt them, is in the same strain with Lething* 
ton's at Craigmillar, that he would look through 
his fingers saying iM)thing thereto ; but an allu- 
sion to that conference was the last circumstance 
which Murray would have introduced if the con- 
fession had been forged. How desirous soever 
to criminate Letbington by a forged confession^ 
Murray never would have implicated his three 
principal adherents, in a manner seeming at first td 
imply, that they liad signed the bond for the mur- 
der of Darnley; nauch less would he have involved 
himself in the suspicion of a tadt connivance at 
his death. Bothwell, on the contrary, relied na- 
turally on the assistance of Morton, Ruthven, 
and Lindsay ; but the signatures which he pro- 
cured, as explained by the context, are limited to 
Lethington, Argyle and Huntley, as they W9ul4 
have done it the last time that they were at Craigmillar^ 
before Morton and his associates were permitted 
to return. Whether or no the design was pre- 
vented then, by Murray's presence, he denied, in 
his answer to the protestation transmitted to 
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Huntley, that any unlauful purpose was held in his chab. 
audience; a^d he certainly would have introduc-^ v^^^y^ 
ed no intimation of his own connivance, upon 
which Lethington and Bothwell, on the first co- 
vert proposal of the murder at Graigmillar, ap- 
pear to have both reliedi From an impartial ex- ^ 
planation of his conduct, the conspiracy of which^ 
he was ignorant then, could not well have escaped 
his observation afterwards, when he l?ft town 
on the eve of the murder, in order tq avoid all 
apparent c<incern in a crime which he could not 
prevent^^ When Paris heard of his departure, the 
idea was irresistible, " Moy enten4ant ceste pa- 
^^ role ((jiii Monsieur de Morr^y venoit prendre 
^* son conge de la Royne pour aller veoyr madamc 
*^ sa feipme) j-apprseu incontinent, <ju'il le faisoit 
** pour se destorner de se f^ict meschapt ; Ja deis? 
^* sus je m^en allois pie pormi?ner Lastarik et xn'en 
*' vqis subvenir des paroles que j-avoys dictes du 
♦* diet Sie% de Morray ^ Monsjeur de ^Rodyel, et 
^* aussi ce ^u'il m' en avoit respondu ; a ceste heur 
^* la je dis en mpy mc5nie, O j Monsieur de Mqrray 
^' tu es hqmme de bien, plcust a pieu que tu sceaus 
^' mon cqeur/' Such an arfful intermixture of 
truth and flattery was extremely natural to one iii 
Paris's situation j but qn the suppositiqn of forgery^ 
Murray and Morton must have been industrious 
to insert every circumstanp? which it was their in? 
fijprgst to conceal. In the circumstances, an^ i|^ 
^^ Supra, ch, u. § £. 

P ? 
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CHAP, the secret steps of the murder, the confession 
vli. • • . 

. K^^Y^ coincides minutely with the former depositions ; 

b\it Paris, who studied to suppress the queen's con- 
cern in the deed, has betrayed inadvertently a sin- 
gle circumstance decisive of her guilt. On her re- 
turn to the abbey on Saturday, Margaret Garwood, 
her confidential servant, desired Paris to bring 
the coverlet of the queen's bed,which was probably 
valuable, from the Kirk of Field ; and when she 
supped on Sunday with the bishop of Argyle, she 
asked him herself if the coverlet was removed. 
„. 8. Paris, in consequence of his confession, was 

himation examined next day, and as his declaration is de- 
ana second , , , 

declaration livcred in the same strain of arch simplicity, if 
the one be genuine, the other cannot be less au- 
thentic* Nothing in fact can be more natural or 
regular, than the whole procedure. As the first 
is a voluntary confession, delivered without inter- 
» rogation or constraint, the second is a declaration 
in answer to certain interrogatories, on those cir- 
V cumstances which he had endeavoured at first to 
conceal. To the first interrogatory, quand premier*^ 
meni it entra en credit avec la Royiie^ he replied, that 
it was at Callender, on her journey to Glasgow, 
when she gave him a purse of three or four hun- 
dred crowns to carry to Bothwell; which has 
' furnished those persons who are ignorant of the 
'language, or inattentive to the context, with a new 
objection ; that she should give him a purse to 
carry to Glasgow, and to return with it after- 
wards to Bothwell at Edinbu gh, to whom she 
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^night have delivered k herself on his departure chap. 
from Callender. If Whitaker had read, or un- u*-/-^ 
derstood the context^ he must have perceived 
that the purse was delivered to Both well on the 
road, before his return to Edinburgh. " Qu'alors 
** elle luy baylla une bourse la ou^il avoit environs 
*' 3 ou 4 cens escus, pour la porter a Monsieur • 
*^ Boduel, lequel apres avoir receu la dicte bourse, 
*^ sur le chetnin entre Callendar et Glasgow, luy 
^* did que le did Paris s'en allast avec la Royne, 
*^ et qu'il s6'tint pres d'elle, ct qu*il regardast 
^' bieil a ce qu^elle feroit, luy disant que la Royne 
*' luy donneroit des lettres pour les luy porter +7/' 
^he heavy purse which he received and delivered 
to his master, was naturally introduced as the first 
circumstance of his entry into the queen's service ; 
and he proceeds, on his return with the letters 
from Glasgow, to explain Lethington's share in 
recommending, and Balfour's in preparing the 
Kirk of Field for the king's reception. The hig- 
torifeal fact has not hitherto been observed, that it 
was in consequence of this information alone, that 
Balfour and Lethington were accused and arrest- 
ed, (September 3, 1569,) at the instigation of 
Lennox, as accessary to the murder ; but the for^ 
mer escaped, and the latter was preserved by t|ie 
^queen's friends assembling in arms for his rescue, 

^7 See Appendix, No. XXVII. Whitaker, who had evi* 
<lently read the passage, misunderstood le^uel as relative tq 
JParis, instead of Both well, ii. 315^ 

P3 
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CHAP. ^hicK compelled the regent to adjourn his trials* 
^^^ The explanation of the letters has already been an* 
ticipated; and When interl'oglted what he kheW 
of the design, in the interval between the king's 
arrival and the perpetration of the murder, Paris 
referred to his former confession^ with this addi* 
tion t that Bothwell on the first proposal of the 
enterprizej forbade him to place the queen's bed di- 
tectly under the kitig's, where the pOwder was to 
be laid ; and as he placed it there, the queen who 
sleptxfor the first time that Same night, at the Kirk 
of Reld, observed " sot que tu es, je ne Veux pas 
*' que mon lit soit eti ce endroit la,*' and actually 
made him remove the bed* From these words 
jperceiving that she was apprised of the design, he 
informed her that he was ordered by Bothwell to 
bring him the keys of her chamber, " et qu'il a 
*• cnvic d*y feire qUelque chose, c'est de faire sau* 
*' tcr le Roy en Tair par pouldre qu'il y fera met- 
** tre;" (an explanation apparently addressed to 
liiw4 examiner) to which she replied, " ne me parle 
*^ poynt de cela ceste heurecy, ce diet elle, fais en 
** ce qu'on voudras/* When interrogated whe* 
ther she conversed any farther on the same sub- 
ject that night, he declared that when she went to 
bed she did not sleep all night, but that she wrdte 
and sent a letter to Bothwell ; that on Friday 
morning he returned with an answer from Both** 

^ See Appendix, No- XXVIII. • 
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wcU that he would not skep till he had finished his ^^^' 
entcrprize ; that the tjuecn was still in bed, and ^■'^^^^ 
while she was dressing he took the two keys of 
her chamber to Bothwell, who compared them 
with other false keys and returned them again ; 
that during her absence, Beton, the usher, requir- 
"cd the keys to let the queen into the garden, and 
an his return she demanded aloud why he had 
carried the keys away; that when he asked 
her apart why she had challenged him publicly, 
when she * knew for what purpose they were 
taken? *' Ha, ce dict-elle, Paris, c'csttout ung: ne 
^' te soucie, ne te soucie ;'* and that as far as he 
can remember, she slept again that Friday night 
at the Kirk of Field; and again sent him with let- 
ters to B(^thwelL 

The objections to those facts are numerous at objection* 
ie^, if not always jusL That Paris, whcnuncer- ^^^aT 
tain in his confession, whether the enterprize was ^^*^^*^^ 
first proposed by Bothwdl oh Wednesday or on 
Thursday^ should recollect distinctly on his exa- 
tnination, that the next 4ay was Friday : that he 
should be employed in drjessing or putting the 
tq[ueen's bed in order; that he should be ad- 
mitted into her chamber when in bed at mid- 
night, or suffered to attend in the morning whea" 
she rose and dressed ; that Bothwell should pro- 
mise not to sleep for three nights, till the murder 
was accomplished, are rejected as circumstances 
utterly improbahde, or at k;ast as inconsistent with 

D4 
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CHAP, ill female decorum ^^9. But the best confirmation 

VII 

of evidence is the objection itself ; that the wit« 
ness was conducted insensibly, by a train of cirr 
cumstances, to the precise date which he was un-r 
able to recollect at first. If uncertdn whether the 
design was communicated on Wednesday or on 
Thursday, he remembered distinctly, in his first 
declaration, that he had been ordered on that oCf 
casioii to bring the keys, ^nd had returived to Both? 
well on Friday morning •, in the second, that the 
queen slept that §ame night on which the murder 
was first proposed, at the Kirk of Field, The in? 
termediate circumstances which he wished to con? 
ceal, that she made him remove the bed that night, 
anid sent him at midnight vvith letters tg Botht 
well, to whom, on his return to her apartment 
on Friday morning, he carried the keys, conduct 
us to the date of which he was uncertain, tiat 
the queen lodged on Thursday for the first time 
at the Kirk pf Field, when Bothwell first commu- 
nicated the design to Paris, on the same day that 
it had been wpayted to Hepburn. Her accuser^! 
imagined th^t she slept there on Wednesday 
night, but whether I^elson or Paris mistook the 
(iay,the fifst Resign was to assassinate Darpley in 
the fields, and the second \yas to blow the housQ 
pp on Saturday night, ^^ottiwell, the^^efpre, if the 
enterprise referred tP ^:he murder, might well pro- 
piise before the time wa§ fi::icd^ pot to sleep till it 

<9 KeuK, zm. Tytler, i. 312. Whitaker, iii. 267. n. 
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was aqcomplished ; and in the queen's letter on ghap. 
Friday, ^* gif it be not that I fear ye are in sleep* w. ,,_^ 
^* ing/' seems to refer to the same words. That 
Paris was employed to dress ^ or to put the queen's 
bed in order, proceeds from a ludicrous misappre- 
hension of the French phrase, dresser un lit, which 
Ty tier, ignorant of the idiom, mistook for faire un 
lit: and imagined that her chamberlain, **quivoulu 
^' dresser /? //V/dela Roynecnsa chambre," was em- 
ployed in maldng, instead of setting up the queen's 
bed 5^. " Et comme elle s'abilloit le dit Paris prend 
^* le deux clefs de la chambre et les luy apporte,*' 
implies,not as sup-posed by Whitaker, that she rose 
and dressed in his presence, but that he went with 
the keys to Both well, while the queen was dressing, 
after which she wanted to pass into the garden . 
})efore his return 5'. The great source of histori- 
cal error^ is to estimate the facts or customs of a 
former period by thos? of our own. Hence the 

5*> A very decent office, tmly, sajrs Tytler, (i. 319,) who, 
in translating the, passage, adopted Keith's ctbjection, tliat he 
was employed in making thf (queen's bed. Keith, 366. 

.^5 As Bctgn missed th.e keys, when the queen, imagining 
the back doof left open, had occasion to pass into the garden, 
$he questioned Paris aloud on his return ; evidently to re>- 
Uioye all suspiciqn from herself. From this incident, the 
reader will observe, that Beton, Xa whom, as usher of the 
queen's chamber door, th^ custody of the keys belonged, and 
without whose connivance the murder could not well be per- 
petrated, pbtained on Sunday a grant of the vicarage of Dun- 
lop, and according to Or|niston*s confession, accompanied 
^thwell to the Blackfriar's g^te when the powder arrived • 
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CHAf. apologists for Mary, wko ascribe to their heroine 
all the sentimental delicacy of modern times, reject 
whatsoever appears repugnant to that ideal perfec- 
tion, which is the mere creature of thdjr own ro* 
mance^ Cluiteliet's familiarity in her cabinet, when 
** she waldlye on his shouldars,and sometimes pre» 
*' vily wald steal a kiss of his nccke,'* gave birth 
at least to the most presumptuous hopes 5* j and 
Barnley'sjealousy was first excited byRizio*s fami- 
liar access to her chamber, for which an early apa» 
logist makes this excuse : " que ceste Royne ayent 
" este nourrie en France se ressentoit des libertes 
** honnestes de ceste royaume ot. les soupsons ont 
^^ esloignes des privautes esquelles Tinfamie et sa-» 
** lete ne scauroient avoir entree quelcounque ^^Z* 

^^IntheMS.copIesof Knox^sHistory, "Wiscmen judge such 
fashions," (the queen's dancing of the purpose ^vf'xxh Chattelet) 
** mair like to the borthel than to the someliness of honest women. 
All this winter Chattelet was so familiar in the queen s cabinet^ 
air and lait, that scarcely culd ony of the nobility have access unt9 
hir. The queen wald lye upoun Chattelet* s shoulder j and sometyme 
previly nvald steal a kiss of his necke : and all this ivas honest ynougb^ 
for it toas the gentil entreatment of a stranger* Bot the familiarity 
nvas so gritf that upon a night he privily did convey himself under the 
queen's bed, — At the place of execution, he concluded looking 
into the heavens, with these words, O ctuel dame ! what that 
complaint imported lovers may divine,*' Knox concludes, " de- 
iiver us, O Lord, from the rage of sick inordinate rewlars'* 
Those passages in italicks were softened or omitted by David 
B^ichanan, in the first editions, ont of tenderness to Mar}% 

^' L*Innocencc de la Royne d*E9cosse, 1572. Apud Jebb, 
i. 457> 
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tlie taanners however of the Frfench* court, were 
as free and licentious then, as at a later period ; 
tod among the honnStes liberies of the French 
dames, Brantome informs us ; ^^ Elles choisissent, 
" au moins aucuns, leur. valets desquelles aucuns 
** soi^t beaux et autres non j commc j'en ay connu- 
*' quails ont fait, et si n'en feut prier ionguement 
** leurs <Kts valets, car les levant, couchant, desha- 
" billant, chaussant, deschaussunt, et leur baillent 
^ leurs chemises, comme j*ay veu beaucoup de 
** filles a la cour et aiUeurs qui n'en faisoient au* 
^ cuile difficulte n'y scruple 54." Without meaning 
to insinuate that Mary indulged in such indecent 
liberties, it is sufficient for me to obs^erve, jhat ac* 
cording to the uniform custom of French dames, 
«he admitted male visitants to her chamber, with* 
out scruple^ when she was in bed herself. Le 
Ooc the French ambassador writes to Beton, 
^' Hier elle m'cnvoya querir, et la trouvay, en la 
" ruelle de son lit^ qui pleurroit bien fort. Elle 
■^* ma dit que son cotelui faisoit grand mal, et dail- 
^^* leurs le jour qu*elle p'attit de Lislebourgh pour 
** venir icy, eUe tomba dessu la haquenie, et se fit 
" nval a un t^ton, elle me dit qu*il cuidoit en- 
** fler ss*' Rscndolph the English resident, writes to 
Cecil, of a conference which he had with her ma* 
jesty while she^vas abed, and how she excused 

^* firantcme, vol. viii. 

^•' Keith, pref. 7. The ori^iual French is fVoxn Goodall*s 
MSS. 
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jchap. tcrsdf to him. " I told her that I thought she 
" had something in her belly that kept her wak- 
** ing: she smiled and said, indeed I may now 
*' speak with more assurance" (of being with cliild 
of James) ^' than before I could, and think my- 
*' self more out of doubt that it should be as ye 
♦' think than befor^ I did -^^.'* When foreign am^^ 
bassadors were admitted to. such gross conversa* 
tion at her bedside, there is no reason to suppose 
that her male attendants were excluded on other 
occasions : and the access which Paris, her cham- 
berlain, had to her chamber, is not more sur- 
prising than the admission of Bothwell, as at- 
tested by Melvil, the morning after the mxirder, 
when the queen was in bed 5^. 

frivoimi* The remaining objections are frivolous or ab- 
surd. In both declarations Bothwell, on his re- 
turn to the abbey before the murder, having 
changed his clothes, took the taylor and Paris to 
the Kirk of Field, and as Powri^ was the porter, 
the supposed error is ascribed to an intermediate 
Latin version in which janitor ^ the porter of the 
Scottish original, I know not hqw, was naistaken 
for sartor by the French translator 5^. But the 
Scotch copy retains the taylor of the French ori«-. 
ginal ; the persons present with Bothwell when 
the explosion took place, were Paris, Wilson, H?y, 
and Hepburn, Powrie and Dalgleish ; and " Both- 

^^ Goodall, i. 276. ^^ Supra, ch. ji. Melvil, 76» 

38 Goodall, i. UQ. Whitaker, iii. 215. 
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** ^ell sent the said Taylot, next morning, for Pa- chap. 
** ris td come to a lower chamber, where were the c-^yO 
*' two Ormistons, Hepburn, Dalgleish, Powrie 
*' and Paris himself/' Powrie therefore was not 
the taylor designed by Paris, but Wilson who 
was also present at the murder, arid Was attainted 
with Bothwell, but was nevef apprehended. In 
the second deposition Paris declares that on Mon- 
day morning between nine and ten he entered the 
queen's chamber, " laquelle estoit bien close d: 
** son lict ia tendu du noyr en signe de deuil et 
*' de lai chandelle allumer dedans ycelle la ou Ma- 
" dam Briant lay donnoit a dejeuner ung oeuf frais, 
*' la ou aussi Monsieur de Bodvel arrive et park i 
" elle secretement soubz la courtin/* The inter- 
pretation of this passage is obvious and indisput- 
able ; that according to the fashion of the times, 
the chamber was closely shut, and *the bed hung 
with black, wkh a candle ready to light therein, 
C dedans la ruelle, in Anderson, the narrow passage 
between the bed and the wall,) where Madam Bri* 
ant was giving her (/w/, the queen) a fresh egg for 
breakfast, and where Bothwell also came and 
spoke to her very secretly under the curtain. For- 
getful, however, of the double signification of 
/w/, him or her in the oblique case, Whitaker ima- 
gines that the egg was given to Paris himself 
for breakfast, (lui to him, according to another 
MS. deJant la ruelle^ at the queen's bedside,) and 
much absurd declamation is bestowed on the in* 
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CHAP, ddicacy of converting the queen's bed room Into 

'"^^'^ a buttery hatch for the palace, when in be4 heiv 

self^^ Such ridiculous mistakes might be invr 

puted either to hast^ or ignorance of a modern lan^ 

guage, but the wilful confusion of the two ca^ 

' kets, to which we have akeady adverted, leaves 

no charitable excuse for the man who terms Hume 

brainsick and Robertson a Uar ^. 

Pnncipai But the chicf objection, that no mention is 

remov^ made before whom the examination was taken, is 

, removed' by the attestation of the clerk of cgun^ 

cil, that, ^^ this is the treu copy of the declaration 

♦^ and deposition of Nicholas Howbert, quhairoff 

^ the principal is markit every leif with his awia 

♦* hand, and the same being red again in his pre- 

^' sence^ he avowed the same, and all parts and 

♦* clauses thereoff, to be undoubtedly trew." The 

depositions of Powrie, Dalgleish, and the rest were 

taken at Edinburgh, in presence of the privy 

council, of which there was no quorum at St, An^ 

drew*s ; and Hay the derk, who attended the re- 

gent officially on his circuit, was undoubtedly enif 

ployed to interrogate Paris on the drcumstances 

concealed in his first declaration. To deduce from 

thence a presumption of forgery, is to suppose 

that Murray durst not authenticate the declaration 

which he had forged, by the jiames of those per* 

sons (himself or his associates) before whom itv*s 

w Whitaker, ui,269. ^ Supp^,notc 1, 
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supposed to be taken. But the first voluntary chap, 
declaration threatened' to implicate, not only v^-oj 
Huntley, Argyle, and Lethington, but' Morton, 
Ruthven, Lindsay, and Murray himself in a pre- 
sentiment of the design; and there was the 
strongest reason for ah examination more secret 
thaij before the privy coundl, lest Balfour and 
Lethington should have withdrawn from justice, 
if their guilt were divulged. The originals and 
attested copies were transmitted, on different oc- 
casions, by the regent to England ; but another 
copy retained in Scotland, was exhibited after- 
wards, with the depositions of Hay and Ormiston, 
on the trial of Archibald JDouglas in the justiciary 
court. That these were transmitted from Eng- 
land, and again returned ^% is an hypothesis which 
contains its own confutation ; a$ Ormiston's, and 
the original of Hay's deposition remained always 
in Scotland, and Elizabeth never would have fur- 
nished evidence to the disparagement of Morton, 
and against a man whom she was willing to pre* 
sorve. Doubtless the first declaration of Paris was 
alone produced, nor would James have consented, 
at the age of twenty, to criminate his jnother by 
a public exhiUtion of the second declaration inthi; 
justiciary court. But the opportunity to discrc* 

^' Whitaker, iii. 211. Ormiston's confession was^ never sent to 
England. Attested copies of Hay's deposition, &c. were pro- 
duced at Westminster, but thfe originals remained in the justi* 
ciary office, though not engrossed m its book? of adjournal. 



Digitized 



by Google 



48 blSSERTATION ON 

CHAP, dit the two declarations, and to flatter Jamcsr by 

VII. 

^-^^^ a (vindication of his mother's innocence, was too 
favourable to be omitted either by his ministers, 
or by Douglas, an artful, experienced courtier, if 
the least presumption, or surmise of forgery had 
then existed. The depositions, therefore, were 
produced, or tacitly authenticated in the justi- 
ciary court, almost twenty years after the murder 
was committed, when the regents had successively 
perished with their friends. But the judicial de- 
positions were not inserted in Buchanan's Detec- 
tion. A short abstract of the confesaons at the 
place of execution, was annexed to it by Wilson, as 
a ftiU confutation of those pretended confessions to 
which Lesly had appealed under a fictitious name. 
Bothwcirs 9- The supposed testament or confession, in 
or suppol which BothweU, with his last breath, absolves 
«i confe«- ^j^g queen, and transfers the murder to her ac- 
cusers, mtist not be omitted. After his flight 
from Dunbar by sea, he remained with Huntley 
and the bishop of Murray In the north, till aban* 
doned by both, and when refused admittance by 
Balfour's brother, into the castle of Kirkwall, he 
plundered the town, and retiring to Shetland, 
turned pii:ate for subsistence. Upon his escape front 
Gn:nge in a single ship, he was seized for piracy 
on the coast of Norway, and when his person was 
recognized, he w^as keipt in prison, where falling 
into a phren^y, after eight years close confine- 
ment, he died mad. Repeated applications from 
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Muftfay, Lennox, and Elizabeth to the king of ^^|}^- 
Denmai^k, were evaded on the most frivolous pre- ^-^v-^ 
te±ts : that as Bothxvell was alr^dy acquitted, as 
he sslid himself , by a legal judgment, some previous 
security Was necessary for an impartial trial before 
he could be delivered up ^^ The true reason may 
be discovered in Mary's cohsanguinity to Frede- 
rick II. which determined the latter rather to re- 
tain fiothwell in perpetual imprisonment, than to 
confirm his cousin's infamy, by the surrender of 
her husband to the justice of his country ; as his 
only deface, if brought to a public trial, was her 
participation in his guilt ^3. On receiving inteU juneiit, 
ligence of his death, she wrote to Beton that he ^^^^' 
had made an ample confession of her innocence 
and of his own offences, attested, signed and seal- 
ed in form of a testament, by those witnesses 
whose names she mentions;. and as the evidence 
was of such importance against the calumnies of 
her enemies, she desired her ambassador by every 
means to ascertain the fact. She had therefore 
«cen the confession as it exists at present, of which 
the copy was communicated, (when, where, or to 

^ See Appendix, No, XXIX. 

*5 B7 the marriage of James III. with Margaret of Den- 
mark, her nephew Christian III. and James IV. were first 
cousins; his son Frederick IL and James V. were second 
cousins. Frederick and Mary therefore were, according to 
the Scottish phrase, second cousins once removed, or related, 
according to the canon law, in the fourth degree. 

Vol.il E 
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CfiAP. whom is uncertain) by a nameless merchant^ wor- 

J^ thy of credit,^ and the original at greater lengtb 

in Latin and n«^ni$b, sealed with the seals of the 

Danish king, and of tHe witnesses whom she h94 

named, would one day come to light to estaUisb 

My so. the innocence of the Scottish queen. Beton coldly 
replied, that he had .heard long ago of Bojth well's 
death, since which the queen-mother, as he was 
told, had written to the French ambassador at 
Denmark, to transmit the testament in fornH 
which had not been done ; and he proposed to 
send Monceaux thither if money could be pro- 

/animry 4, cuTcd. Six mouths aftCTwards he infornied her 
that Gatdy (or Barkley) was imprisoned on his 
arrival in Scotland, because he (Hvulged what he 
had heard in London of BothweU*a teirtament; 
thaf Monceau:^ refused to undertake the journey 
without money ; but that her son had seen the 
testament, and rejoiced at jsuch a manifest decla- 
ration of his mother's innocence.. About the same 

January 6. period she wrotc to Beton that the king of Den- 
^ mark, as she was informed, had transmitted Both- 

weirs testament to Elizabeth, who endeavour- 
ed to suppress it as much as possible j and that 
Monceaux*s journey was unnecessary, since the 
queen-mother had sent thither to enquire ^^. After 
her execution, Blackwood, in 1578, appealed for 
her innocence to Bothwell's testament, which the 

^4 Sec Appendix, Nq. XXX. 



Digitized 



by Google J 



THE MURDER OF DARNLEY. 51 

kiAg of Denmark had transmitted to ISizabeth chap. 
and most of the princes in Christendom ; and his s„^y^ 
authority was adopted by Camden, and improved 
by Turner, whom Crawford has transcribed in 
his spurious Memoirs ^5 . 

But the testament is a shallow forgery, of which a manifest 
Mary and Beton were both conscious ; and Both- ^^^^^' 
wdi himself, as he died mad, was incapable of a 
genuine confession at his death ^. When inter- 
rogated concerning his accomplices^ and the au- 
thprs of the murder, he names at random, not only 
Murray, Morton, Argyle, and Lethington, but 
Crawford and Glencairn, who were certainly in- 
nocent, Boyd, Buccleugh, and Grange, who were 
never suspected, and my '^ lord Robert abbe dc 
" St. Croix maintenant {157^) ^0^^^ des isles Otcba- 
** des J* Lord Robert was creaited earl of Orkney 
in August 1 58 1 ^7 J but Beton who had heard, in 
1567-8, of a grant which he had obtained of the 
eaiidom, or of the exchange of his abbacy ^th 
the bishpp of Orkney, imagined, in his letter tb 
the cardinal of Lorrain, that my lord of Orkney 
who accompanied Grange in pursuit of Bothwell, 
w^ the earl instead of the bishop, and the same 

*5 Jebb, i. 415. ii, !227. Camden's Annals, 121. Craw. 
ford^s.Memoirs, 46. 

«* See Appendix, No. XXXI. 

*7 TiU then he was uniformly stiled lord Robert, or lord 
Robert of Holyroodhouse. Caligula, B. fol. 102, 121^ 
154.^ C. 6. 

E? 
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ci^. mistake in Bothwell's testament, indicates that it 
proceeded from the same pen. Buccleu^'s name 
wai^ introduced from the placards against the 
murder, in Buchanan's Detection ; " the quenc 
^^ assenting thairto through the persuasion of the 
** erle Bothwell and the witchcraft of the lady 
*' Buccleugh j" and the last circumstance was 
adopted by the forger as the only apology of which 
her* conduct was susceptible. " Poursuit apres, 
^^ comme par enchantement, auquel, de sa jeuness^ 
*' aParb et ailleurs, il s'estort beaucoup ad^op^i 
^' il avoit tirerlaroyne a Taymer, soy deprestrant 
*^ de safemme/' Valour, assiduity, and matchless 
impudence, were, according to lord Hailcs, the 
enchantments employed by Bothwell, which have 
won many a heart as sage and obdurate as 
Mary's ; but the pretext of magick, which the for* 
ger considered as a satisfactory apology, was a 
Action that never could have occurred in a ge- 
nuine confession. The queen and Beton were 
conscious that Bothwell practised no magick, nor 
was any enquiry attempted in Denmarks where 
they knew that no confirmation was to be o|^aia*r 
ed. Instead of testifying his own CQnvictioa, 
Beton informs her of the effeft produced on her 
son, a boy ten years old, unable certainly to read 
the testament in French j and it is evident from 
the correspondence, that tjie one knew, and the 
other soon perceived, that the confession which the 
Frendh ambassador had been unable to procure. 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE MURDER OF DARNLEY. ^ 

and which had nevCT been sent, after BothweH's chap. 

VII. 

death, to a single prince in Europe, was a mere fa- 



brication. Three years after her execution, when 
her son landed in Nforv^ay, and passed a whole 
winter, on his marriage, at the Banish court, the 
curiosity of his attendants must hzvp discovered 
the particulars of BothwelPs fete : his desire to 
vindicate his mother^s innocence, would have led' 
him to procure and to publish th^ origiiiiil, or at 
least to ascertain that it was then in existence; 
and this circumstance is a decisive proof that the 
copy left by Beton to the Scottish college at Paris, 
or preserved with Mary's papers in the Cotton li- 
brary, is a shallow forgery, as no such confession 
was ever made ^. ^ 

lo. The last is Morton's confession, which was Morton^ 
delivered to the clergy before his execution. Sir ^'^eMi««, 

^ I need not now urge, how desperate Mary's cause must . 
bavebeen, when it required such a forgery for her vindication 
while alive. But her modern apologists, so Joud and absurd 
in their assertions of forgery, are calm and quiescent on the 
only actual foi^ery, in the whole controversy, Crawford's ex- 
eepted. No 'doubt' Keith bdieved the confession which hA 
published ; but Goodall is satisfied, that if Both well hadbeea 
delivered up> his enemies would have forged an opposite coi\- 
fession, ^n liundred times worse against him a.tid the queen. 
Goodall, i. 363. Tytler, Robertson of Dalmeny, and Whit* 
aker are mute. But Stuart, who admits the confession to be 
demonstratively ^ forgery, regrets, on Blackwood's autho-v - 
rity^ that die J^al. confessiop, which he considers as a desi* 
deratum in our history, has never been published. Stuart, 
«. 103, 
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<^HAP. James Balfour had been invited, or sent firom 
4^-v-o, France, and from his confederacy with the duke of 
Lennox, and captain James Stewajrt, Morton was 
accused and imprisoned in the beginning of Ja-^ 
nuary, and condemned and executed in June 1581, 
Froni a copy of his trial which is still extant, it 
appears that • ^ the jury being ripdy advised with 
^^ the said dittay, taikens Infallible and maist evi^ 
*< dent, with the probation produced and used for 
*^ verifying the satne,fyllit him of airt and pairt 
*^ forerknQ\Yledge and conceillng ofthe murder of 
*' the j^ng }" but the evidence on which he was; 
. condemned is not yet ascertained, Moyse, a ser-i 
vant of th^ king^s household, informs us in his. 
Memoirs, ^^ that MortOJi:i w?ts found guilty of art 
^* and'p^rt^ th^ ' foreknowledge and conc^jing of 
^Vthe kipg's murder ; especi?my in respect of sun- 
^* dry evidences in his dittay, presieuted to the ast 
*^ size, some of which were subscribed with hisi 
** awn hand i and otherwise it was attested by 
<* the depositions of some persons authors of that 
** horrible fact ^.'^ The depositions were un? 
doubtedly the same with those tha^ were afterr 

^ ^ards produced, on the trial and acquittal of 

Archibald Douglas ; namely, the declarations of 
Hay and Ormiston, and the first confession of 
Paris, the only deposition in which Morton wa? 
mentioned. Sir James Balfour was expected, 
W his arrival from France, to produce tlie 

^ Moyse*$ Memoirs^ 5*. 
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bond for the murdei' of Darnley 70 ; ^^t we may cHa?.^ 
be assured that it was not produced on the trial, 
as It was not signed by Morton, but was devised, 
if not signed by Balfour hiimelf^^ The bond 
wasr signed at^Crligmillar, and Morton's pardon 
was granted at Stiriihg, on a promise which he 
had transmitted from Newcastle, by Archibald 
Douglas, during the baptism, that he would con- 
cui* with his associates, in a bond to support the 
queen^s authority and to abandon her husband : 
but from the whole tenor of the interview at 
Whittingham, th^ fact Is evident, that he refused 

•?• Robertson, ii. 506, Cotton library, Caligula, C. 6. f. 4f, 
7^ The existence oif such a bond is attested by the confes- 
sions of Hepburn, Paris, and Ormiston, and is alluded to in Ar- 
chibald Douglas's letter to Mary. From that and from Or- 
miston's confession, it appears to have been couched in dark 
and covert terms, and however strange it may appear at pre« 
«ent, or inconsistent with Lethington's caution, it was quite 
conformable to the spirit of the times. Bonds of manrent, main- 
tenance, &c. were obligations for protefction and aid, in the 
commission of crimes. The bond of indemnity was converted 
by X*esi7 into interchangeable indentures between Bothwell 
and M3.ry'$ accuser* ; (Anderson, ii. 76.) and Causin the Je- 
suit, in his Histoirf de P Incomparable Rune Marie Stuart ^ assures 
us that her commissioners produced at Westminster, not only 
Bothwell's contracto£martiage, signed by Murray and his ad- 
herents, but also this instrument of conspiracy against the de- 
ccsLsed king, subscribed and sigtrcd with their hands and seals, 
and finally the depositions of Hepburn, Paris, and Dalgleish at 
their execution, acquitting Mary before all th^ people. In con- 
sequence of this notable fiction, she was pronounced innocent^ 
and Murray stole away with confusion and fear. Jebh. ii. 70- 

E4 
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CHAP, to concur ip the mur4er, mudi more in a bond 

VII. . " -I 

to indemnify Both well fcSar the miirder of Darnleys 
without a written wayfant under the queen's hand, 
Balfour liim^elf, in his letter to Mary on Mor^ 
ton's imprisonincnt, explains the bond produced 
on the tpal : " Quh^iirthrow (fin Archibald Dou- 
*« glas's esi^ape) the said erl takes the gr^t^ baiJd- 
" ness tp d^ny aH tf^ijigs promisit by him to ']B^t;h-. 
*f well in ?hat nt^aitter, ei^ept s^ far a^ the bondt 
** quhairpff { did $end the c(?pf tq your m^je^ticji 
"do.es testify; and bpcauise I ujic^rstand that 
*' some farder knawlpdge of th^t matter is, come 
** to your majestie's eiris, therefore man pray your 
*^ majestic, to write unto me at length, all that 
" your majestie h^s heard o^kna^yn tha^runto^V^ 
In a corresppndiencc between one of the murderers 
and Mary, to convict Morton as an acc^sary, the 
words themselves, that in consequence of his 
emissary's escape, he took ^he greater boldness tq 
deny all things promised by him to i^qthweU, can 
admit only of one construction, that the things 
promised by Morton to Bothwell, were communi- 
cated by Bothwell tp Balfour and the queen ; and 
as the proof was still defectiye, understanding that 
sonie farthey knowledge had come to her esurs, he 
jfcquests he^" to, write at length all tbafshc had heard 
and known thereunto : in other words, whatever she 
knew from Bothwell, from whom alone she could 

receive information of Morton's secret assurances, 

- ' ' ' ' . ...^ 

72 See Appendix, No. XXXIL 
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in tkebr interview «t WUttikighamt. The hcmd chap. 
of iadenmity Would have rendered Mortem a 
principal, and the proof Cft^nplete. But the copy 
sexit by 9atfour to the queen, wpis the bond of the 
jiobpity for 3othwell's marriage ^^ the only bon4 
prqchiced on Morton's trial, or acknowle4gitd ii^ 
his confession. His participation in the murckp 
is explained in the verdict : ^^ that he was guilty 
^^ of art and pan, foreknowledge and congealing*^ 
(or as now expressed in indictments, that he was 
guilty, a^t and part, of the foreknowledge and 
concealing) " of the king's murder ^4;" in whr^h 
his art and part as an accessary, consists in the 
fordoiowledge and concealment, to which it is 
expressly confined. The first part of the verdict 
sui^rised him ^ much, that ^he exclaimed, ^ art 
^* and part ! art and part! God knows it b not 
^^ so ;" and according to Hume of Godscroft's His^ 
tory of the House of Douglas, the words were suPt 
reptitiously introduced by iV^ran, the prosecutor* 
as some fbundatiojji for a sentence of d^th^^« 
Whatever was th^ eyicjence on whichi he was^ con- 
victed, the verdict corresponds eapcdy ^ith l^f 
confession, that he was infonned previously of the 
design by Bothwell, who importuned him at Whit^ 
^gham, to engage in the murder, as it was the 
gueen's desire that Darnky should be. removed, 

73 Keith, 382. ^. Sec Appendix, No. XXXIII. 

^5 Sp,ottiswoo,4^ 313. Hume's. Hist. Hqus.c of Douglas, SS^ 
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ci^P- > Thek intem^w aT Whininglum Us hetaCk fo&f 

H\C^^^^9^^^ ^d it appears. tkitJbr ^blftcd' alter-. 
^ wards from place i to place, to -avc^d ftJthWcH'a 
aoUcitation^ to sigathefiboifd^^ : Bdo^ at 8t. 
AndireW?, he adfled^ oh aiasit «o.tHe^rl of Angii% 
(hii »ct)hew, then at ^tollege,) Ardiibald Douglas 
came with ' writing ajad cnedit &om Bothwdtt, to 
require his conciorrence and aid in the Idng^s 
Af^urder, whkh :was near a point ^ but he refased 
to answer or iateniieddle' farther ^fdthaut the 
Ijneen's warrant in writing,, which was promised 
by BothweD, but never produced ^K That he was 
forced, by remorse of conscience, to attest her in* 
noccnce on the sca£S3ld, is a fiction of Strada^s, 
transcribed by Crawford in his Memoirs^^; and 
thcteradty of Camden's History iriay be «ti* 
mated from a remarkable addition to Morton*$ 
confession, that when' he demajided her majesty's 
written .warrant, Bothwell answered, ^* hoc neu- 

?* BirrePs Diary, 22. Crawford's Notes on P^chanan, 170. 
Hume's Hist, of the House of Douglas, 353. • 

?7 " I desired the erl Bothwell to bring the queen's hand 
,wryi;of this matter for a warrand and then I sould give him 
;ine answer 5 utherways I wold not mell therewith, quhilk 
warrand he nefver purchassed, (or reported, Calderw.)unto 
me }" which Cotton's transcriber has altered to, " the which 
Varrant he never brought, or could procure ;'* in opposition to 
thd^ very next paragraph, that the earl Bothwell never brought, 
(or reported in the Scottish copies,) not that he could not pro- 
pure, any warrant from the queen. Caligula, c. 6, fol. 145. 

7» Jebb, ii. 108. Crawford's Memoirs, 46, 
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** tiquatn fieri posse, at facinus, ipsa inconsulta, chap. 
♦* conficlendum esse V When the apparent jus- u-v-^ 
tice of his sentence was utg^d by the clergy, inas- 
much as he confessed the foreknowledge and con* 
cealment of the murder; so far from acquitting 
Mary of a presentiment of the design, he replied^ 
that he durst jiot reveal it for fear of his life,^ 
^* For at that time to whom should I revest it i To! 
** the queen ? She was the doer thereof H I was. 
f^ iniuded to have tpld it to the king's'* (James's)' 

y9 This was to vindip«^te tl)g qi^eeo, in de^cribiqg the exe^u- 
|ion pf th.e murderers in 1 568, an4 as its sole foundation is the 
alteration made by Cotton's tr^nscriljer in Morton's confes- 
sion, I consider it as an interpolation hy Cotton himself. In 
the account of Morton's e}fecutipn in 15S1, Camden adheres 
to the pl^i|i fact, f^ Confessus ei^im pr^t, m perhibent, 
Bothwelliuni e% A;-chipbaldi|m Dougl^ium consilium tollendi 
regem impertiss^, se yero, tempore tarn ambijg^uo, non ausum 
^perirp f* a prpof that thp f}rst was ^. gratuitous assertion iur 
terpolated by another, who l>^d i>ot adverted to Capiden'? 
parratiye of Af orton's de^th, 

^ Soften^ hy (Ppttpi^'s transcriber to, *^ she was suspected 
rtierepf,** iji opposition to every MS. extant in Scotland^ and 
to the whole tenor of the confession itself. Mortoii durst 
not reveal it to the queeii, not that shp was suspected before- 
hand pf the mwrder, but because she w^ the doey thfsre- 
^f, sinf:e it was her inipid that the king sl^puld be tal^en away. 
A copy fn Birch's MSS. 4126. c€»incides minutely wiih three 
pther copies in Scotph 5 Wood's, Calderwood's and Pat. An- 
tlerson's MSS. whicl^i are npw before me ^ but Cotton or his 
amanuepsis, translates the confession U^rougl^out ^ntq £ng- 
£sb, and is careful ;o soften Morton's strop^i Ind homely 
l^xprpssions of Ae qiieen's ^t^}t• 
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CHAP. '^ Uthestj but y«t I dnrst not, fw fear of my life;' 
^ for I knew him to be sic a bairn, that there was 
^ noticing told him but he would reveal it to her 
•* again, and therefore I durst not for fear of my: 
** mfe^/* The danger to which his Bfc wa*^ ex^, 
posed froni t;he queen and Botbwdl, if he revealed 
w&athe ccmld not, or durst hot prove, will, to 
^ose who are ac(|Qamted with the treason laws, 
er the ^ate of Scotland at his return, appear a 
sufficient reason fof^ concealing the design. When' 
communicated to James, th? confessioii appeared 
K> satisfactory, even to Morton'3 eneinies, that he 
was r^(;aUed by Arran, when going to the scaffold, 
2K|dm*ge4 to aubacrib^ it before his e^^cution. 
If he had extenuated his own guik, or disavowed 
a single circumstance p^-oved on the trfal, the 
evidence remained in their hands to refute the 
confession j but the trial itself was withheld fr<m 
the rerord, and suppressed ^improper foor public 
yiew^% 

The confession was first published in Things 
H^^ir C'O'^^^^^^tioi^ ^f HoUinshed's Chronicle, which has 
«^*« . jfUrnished ai[i QbjectiQA ^gularfy J^bsurd ; that the 
feaf in; which it wst^ contaiiied,^ was cancelled by 
an order from the English court. After the in^ 
terview at Whittingham, Thin intimates, that 
^ Morton opened a large discourse of the murder^^ 

. »' See Appendix, No. XXXIV. 
•'- Arnot's Criml^l Trials, 19. 
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" laying the cause^ the contriving, aiwi the execiU em^. 
" tion thereofF, on great persons now living/* And 
in the uncastrated copies, he adds to the omfes^ 
fiion, that " he had not varied from th^ very 
*' words of his copy, in manner of penning it, 
** but only in some few places of some parts of 
** the matter, purposely omitted, because it coo* 
^^ tained the affairs of state, and the accusation of 
" diverse persons now living ; both which arts 
** neither needful to be known to the commom 
*' peopde, nor meet to be opened to others, &c.^^** 
From these passages Whitaker infers tha* the 
great persons then living, were alive in En^nd 
when Thin wrote ; which unfolds an unheard-of 
mystery of iniquity ; that they were no other 
than £^zabeth and Cecil, whc^e occult share in 
the murder was suppressed by an arbitrary man- 
date to cancel the leaf ^. It b in vain to ask those 
visionary dbputants, to whom the maxim, ^reduni 
simulque fngunt is truly applicable, how an expur- 
gatory order confined to the press, could alter the 
numerous copies of the confession, which are still 
extant and entire in manuscript. But if Whitaker 
had consulted the castrations of Hollinshed, in- 
stead of Guthrie's fictions, he would have dis- 
covered that the last paragraph alone, of Mor- 
ton's confessions, Q' Sure I am the king shall lose 

«3 Hollinshed, ii. 429. Castrations of Hollinshed, 43S. 
London, 1723. 
«♦ Whitakier, m.2&2—^. 
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CHAF. ^* a good servant this day/' &c.) was contained 
J^ in the cancelled sheets j and that it was restored 
wrbatm in the leaf inserted in its place. ITie fact 
is, that Things Continuation was hastily written, 
and corrected in the press. Aft^r a few copies 
were printed, the sheet was cancelled, to abridge a 
long digression on the dukes of Lennox and So- 
merset^ with quotations from Lesly and Roger 
Wall ; which were reduced from* a sheet to a 
single leaf. Other sheets were also cancelled to 
retrench redundant matter, or to introduce addi- 
tional information in its stead ; but^ no part of 
Morton's confession was omitted or altered, and 
the order from court to cancel the leaf was a fic- 
tion of GoodaH*s converted by Guthrie and Whit- 
aker into an order to castrate the confession it- 
self ^5. Morton's discourse concerning the murder, 
was omitted equally in the uncastrated copies, 
and the whole sheet containing his confessipn re- 
mained uncancelled. The gr^at persons then liv- 
ing, to whom he ascribed the cause, contrivance, 
and execution of the murder, were Mary herself, 
at whose desire it was perpetrated, and Archibald 

^^ GoodalPs Appendix to Crawford's Memoirs, edit. 2d. 
p. 26. Guthrie's Hist. vi. 384. Whitaker, iii. 253. The 
last writer supposes that Thin's copy was suppressed, and 
that the short and imperfect abstracts in Spottiswood, Craw- 
ford and Moyse's Memoirs were circulated in its stead; id. 255. 
In^orrowing Guthrie's objections, Whttaker had never seen 
Goodall'$ Aj5pendir, nor the Castrations of HoUinshed, nor 
the Confession itself, about which be has written so much. 
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Doughs ; both, alive ancj both in Ei^land, w|]ter^ chap- 
the latter was ambassador in, 1586, when Thin %~^ 
published ^^^ The omission itself is explained in ^^*JJ\ 
the passage quoted from the cancelled sheet, : ** Be- published. 
** cause it contained . the a^rs of stat^ and the 
** accusation of diverse persons now livings both 
*^ which are neither needful to be known of th? 
** comnton, people, nor mee^ ^^ t)^ opened to 
** others; thereby to bring those in question, 
*^ upon a report whereoff no farther hold can be 
*^ taken, but that there was love or hatred be- 
^^ tween the accuser and the accused ^^/* As Dour 
glas, on his recent trial in Scotland, was acquitted 
of being present at the king's murder, Thip con- 
sidered the imputation as ijividious, t^at he and 
Huntley, as he informed Morton, . came with 
Bothwell to the Kirk of Field ^^ In the cancelled 
sheet the confession was said to be " penned by 
^* such of the presbytery as w^re present, and f^r 
** voured Morton in all respects, seeking to clear 
" him of any evil imposed against him /' but 
Thin was ignorant of the fact, that Morton was 
convicted on his triaj, of nothing ipore than what 
his confession contained. If a suspicion, however, 
should be still entertained, that Morton knew more 
than he chose to confess, no rational dOubt can 
rcmjun, that the judicial depositions and confes- 

^ HoUjnshed, ii- 459. Castratiotis, 421* 

•7 Castrations, 435. 

«« See Appendix, No. XXXV. . 
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64 l)tSSERTAf ION O^ ^ 

cttAfe sionS are authehtitki and contain thfe ihdst lii* 
v^ : ^ disputable evidehcd bf the queen^s giiilt. 

ConciutjoiL At the close of thi^ long aiid iliinute itivestiga* 
tion, it is unnecessai*y to recapitulate our formct 
arguments, as each of the seven chajrters to which 
the controversy is reduced, afibrds the same con- 
dusioii concerning the queen's guilt. Her seact 
participation in the murdct of her husband, has 
been deduced so clearly frottl historical facts, and 
so firmly established by direct evidence, that it 
may appear surprising perhaps, ho^ such st contro* 
versy should have briginated at first, ot have sub* 
sisted so long. The fate of Peter or of Paul, ex* 
dtes no dispute ; and mankind have witiiessed the 
repetition of those crimes that are imputed to 
Mary, with open indifference or with secret ap- 
probation. But the reformation had diffused a 
more stern and InflexiWe morality through Eu« 
tope; and though the Scots had been lotig ad* 
dieted to assassination, to which the age itself was 
sufficiently inured, it is impossible, unless we pe- 
ruse the State papers and histories of the period, 
to conceive with what execration and horror, 
Mary's adulterous marriage with the murderer of 
her husband, was viewed by the reformers, both 
at home and'^broad, as the corisutamation of her 
crimes. H^d she been content to retail! Bothwdl 
as her lover and her minister, whom she might 
discard at pleasure, she might have reigned with 
impunity, and no doubt of her guilt would have 
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now remained. When in consequence, however,- chap. 
of her flagitious nuptials, she had been driven 
from her throne and paternal kingdom, a large 
party, religious and political, became interested in 
her vindication, and would have excused her 
crimes, had she continued to reign. The papists 
in England had no hopes but from her succession 
to Elizabeth ; her friends in Scotland were in- 
volved either in her crimes or in her misfortunes; , 
and in both kingdoms, a declining party, whose 
existence depended on her preservation ^s their 
leader, grasped with eager creduUty at the most 
outrageous fictions to conceal her guilt. But the 
interest which her sufferings, and long captivity, 
had excited through Europe, was confirmed on^ 
her death by the unexampled trial and execution 
of a sovereign prince ; and the innocence of the 
martyred queen became thenceforward an article, 
both of religious, and of political belief. Upon 
the accession of her son to the throne of England, 
the vindication of her character was recommended 
as the established doctrine at court ; and during 
the struggks that ended in the expulsion of the 
Stuarts, the guilt or the innocence of Mary was 
adopted respectively, by opposite faction?, as their 
first political badge of distinction. When the 
controversy began to be more accurately examin- 
ed, and more distinctly understood, the Jacobitejj 
continued faithful in adversity to their ancient 
prejudices ; and the last writers of m expiring 
VojL. Ih F 
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CHAP, faction Kave struggled hard to derive afellach)Bai 
triumph from the perV-ersion di almost every his^ 
torical fact J Even at present, when those party 
prejudice nave nearly subsided, men of Kvely 
imagination, and of acute feelings, wish, and are 
therefore easily persuaded to regard Mary as ipno^ 
cerit,in consequence of the coinmiseratioj^ jCiaturstUy 
excited by her long imprisonpeicint, her aggravate^ 
sufferings, and her tragical death, J|en, howeyer, 
of cool judgment, and more accurate obseryation,^ 
\^ho distinguish between her misfortunes and her 
crimes, are impressed with a just and durable 
conviction of her guilt, ITie same distinction 
may be remarked among" the disputants them-* 
pelves. The suffering innocence of Mary is a 
theme appropriated to tragedy and romance j ^ndk 
her vindication consists entirely of popular argu- 
ments, and the misrepresentation of facts ; of de^ 
clamation, fiction, invective, ribaldry, and the 
grossest abuse. But the sober voice of impartial 
history, from Thuanus to Hume and Robertson, 
has deduced her guilt from the moral evidence 
which her conduct affords, and from a calm ancj 
accurate investigation of facts. The present Pis^ 
sertation was undertaken to vindicate the conclu- 
sions formed by those great historians, and to in- 
troduce some final certainty into a question lon^ 
contested, and perplexed beyond any former dis- 
.pute. Popular arguments I have ever despised ; 
but i^ a Dissertation strictly controversial, I h?iY^ 
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ardlded the discussion even of those probable mo^ chap. 
tives of human conduct, upon which the sagacity 
of historians is so properly, and successfully ex.- 
^rted, to discover the remote, and latent causes of 
human events. I have spared no pains to discover, 
and, wherever they were accessible, to e3j:amine in 
person the original documents ; and if the conclu* 
noixs which I have drawn, are <x)nsi3tent with those 
historic^d facts to which I have uniformly appeal*, 
ed, the participation of Mary in the murder of her 
husband, mbst rest hereafter as an established truths 
fEvhich no prejudice can evade, nor the perverse ini. 
geauity of disputants cojjfute^ 
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1^0. t. Vol L Vagt 1±. 

Leit^rfrom S^creMry Leihingion to the Anhbiskf 
vf Glasgow. 

tWV LORte, 

EFTER maist harty cotttthcndatiottn, yistcrday in tteBrit M\i% 
mdrniBg MoBsieur du Croc dispcschlt away by poisf^^^^^^ 
iaiK lianut Alexander Bog id i»ak advertyscment to the^J^. fh>m 

** ' Mem. Scot 

tj, mother ]h what state the Q* majestic than was, qtihilk in Con<^. 
indead was not gud, and yet at ydsterday with that same 
bearcf it was writtca onto your L. I think hi« advettysment 
Was mayr desperate nor thcyr appcarit cans to many, bol 
trewly Wt ttiajestie was veary sair handellit and lokit hir^ 
self iot nathing bot death. Sensyne hif majestie is well 
teleavit oif the e^tremitieof hir seiknes, ^d God hes been 
sa gratious to . this pure countrey ih the delivery of her 
from that dangcJf, that we have great cause to be thanfcfuL 
Within three hours efter the departure of the messenger, 
hir hyghness began to better, and this nicht past tuk gude 
rest, and hes had sick natural evacuations of the humours 
that causit hir payne that now praysit be /God, we think 
hir out of all danger. By reasoun bf Monsieur Du Croc 
his advertys^menty^and the brute ^uhilk is ay swifter in 

F4 



Digitized 



by Google 



72 ^ APPENDIX. 

evil tydings than in gude, I knew your L wald be ay in 

payne till ye got new word, and thairfor I thought it my 

dewty to seik all occasions to mak your L. be with speid 

informit of the treuth of her recovery to releave you of 

that burdeyn. For that cause I desyrit Monsieur Du Croc 

to write to the ambassadoiu* that lyes in Londoun, and I 

promist by my means to mak his letters be sent from 

Berwick to Mr. Cecill and by him deliverit in the ambassa- 

dours hands. It sail be agains my will gif your Lordship 

in tymes cuming be sa evill advertysit of all proceedings 

heir as I heare ye have bene in tymes past* The occasion 

of the quenis seikness sa far as I understand is causit of 

thoucht and displeasure and I trow by that I could wring 

furder of hir awin declaration to me, the rote of it is th^ 

king. For scho hes done him sa great honour without the 

advyse of her frends, and contrary to the advyse of her 

subjects, and he on the tother part hes recompcnsit her 

with sik ingratitude, and misuses himself sa far towards 

heri that it is ane heartbreak for hier to think that he soukl 

be hir husband, and how to be free of him scho sees na 

outgait. I write freely to your L. as to a man that being 

employit in thfe chairge ye beir, suld not be ignorant in 

quhat estait things stands at haymc, and yit as to a frend 

with quhOm I may safely communicat my opinion. I see 

betwixt tham na agreement" nor na appeirance that thay 

sail agree weill theirefter. At leist I am assurit that it hes 

bene, hir mynd this gude quhile, and yit is as I write. 

How sone, or in quhat manner it may change God knawis. 

XTpon'sonie bruyte that raise before her cuming out of 

£dinbrought> of the kings voyage towards Flanders, or 

pomtc other country, scho desyrit the noblemen and others 

of the council to subscryve letters to the king, Q, mother 

and Cardinal of torrain, containing a discourse of the pro- 

. ceedings betwix!'the kyng and her. I send you presently 
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the copy of the Q. mothers letter quhairby ye will under- 
stand the hailL As any thin^ occurs I sail mak your 
L. advcrtysment according to all occasions sail be offered ; 
not as the Queens secretair, because sen my returning to 
court I haif receaved as yit na chairge to write to your L. 
But as a man that is willing to do your L. pleasure and 
service. Giff thayr be any thing in particular ye be willing 
to burdeyn me with, assure yourself ye haif powar to com- 
mand me, and sa leaving to trouble your L. ony farder I ' / 
commit your Ll to God. From Jedbrought the 24 of 
October at nicht 1566. Your L. always to command, 

W. Maitland. 
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Noi tl. VoL I. Page 25; 

THE revival of the archbishop's comistdrial juriscUctJdrf 
is denied by Whiuker> who maintains pertinac^usfy, that 
it had subsisted from before the reformation without the 
least interruption. As Bothwell's divorce Was the con-* 
sequence of this revived jurisdiction^ and the sole instance 
in which it was exerted^ it became the more necessary to 
deny the fact ; but the evidence to which this. writer appeal 
for his assertions, seldom fails to establish the very reverse* 
The jurisdiction of the spiritual courts was abolished, and 
the causes were transferred to the civil judge, by the parlia* 
inent 1560, before the arrival of Mary, who made no attempt 
to oppose the acts passed by the J>rotestants with whom she 
temporized* " Item thair is certain statutes and ordonan^ 
cis maid, in quhat manner appellationis and supplicationid 
fer modum querela, sould be pursuit befoir the temporal Judge^ 
and na mair befoir the spiritual jud^e^ and siclyke, how 
letteris (writs) sail be geven upon acts without cursing 
(excommunication) upon liquidate dett, and foiu* formis 
for fulfilling of ane deed." Heads of acts made in the par^ 
liament 1 560. Keith, 15 a. In the act of council establish* 
ing commissary courts, (Dec. 28, 15630 " the causes 
quhilk the poir leigis liad decidit in the consistorie, ^ hefoir, 
be lang delay of justice are frustrate, and thay compelled 
to leif the suit of the said caussis 5 thairfore that the saids 
caussis may haif the mair summar proccs and shorter end," 
jurisdictions are erected, " in sundrie partis of this realm for 
discussing the saidis causis, and commissaries appointit to 
gif attendance thairupon". Keith, 25 1. This act is prepos- 
terously quoted as a proof that the consistories existed 
then, with a concurrent jurisdiction, when the commissary 
courts wqre erected ; (Whitaker, iii. 375) In opposition to 
the plain and obvious meaning* of. the words, that the 
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tl^Kte decided in the consistories ibrmttfly, o^ gf hfmr^ 
wa^ frudti^ed by Umg delays, ^ince they were transferred 
to the temper^ jodge 5 and commissaries are therefor^ 
fippointed for the smmiiaty decision of the said causes^ 
fonnerly competent to the consistorial courts. In the 
queen's letter to ^e court of session, March t, 15^3-4,. 
for ** directing letters (issuing writs) on the decreet of the 
commissaries newly chosyn ; For asmeikk iBs be cessittg of 
thejurisdktim of the consistories of our realm, the attioncs 
quhi&s W^ iJumt to be discussit thainn, hes takin sk iang 
delajr thj^ the Jiegesof (Mt realm hes been greatly indam- 
nagit thaifthrow, we haif gifen commission to certain rom^ 
missaries to discuss and decern sic causis as wes dccyded of 
befoir in the cmisistorie j" and by ^another letter, July 24, 
1564, the commissaries are authorised, on the death of 
persons intestate, to appoint executors, and gire datives, or 
letters of administration, " siclifce and in the same man- 
ner as thp biihoppis of mt!(k wtr mf<mt to give,'' Acts o£ 
Sederunt, 5-7. 'Hbe^ consistories, therefore, had ceased in 
consequence ^f the act« 1 560, before the commissary courts 
were erected 5 and the revival 4{ the archbishop's consis* 
tOrial jurisdictito is proved by the following record of the 
signatiirc itself. * 

The Archhhhop of Sand Androis. 
( Privy Seal Record, Book 35. fpl. 99. ) 
Ane letter maid restoring -^nd reponing^ ocr soveraius ^ 
Weill belovd and traist counsallor Johne Archbishop of 
Sanct Androis$ priniat and lesgat of Scotland 5 To all and^ , 

sundrie -his jurisdictions als wdll upoun the south as nort 
syldis of the water of Fc>tth within the diocis of Sanct; 
Andzxsoss, QuHill: perienit to the Archbishoprik of the 
samen; to be usit bylxim and his cQmia^issaries in all tyme 
comuig in the saift& toanner and form of justice as it is 
Msit: with all* and stindrie commodities usit and wont 
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pdrtainmg thereto. Dicharging by theif pr^cntls all iitJkerii 

commissaries, clerks and utheris commissaries now estt^ 

tllfhit thairintil, of thair offices farder in that pairt; With 

power to thair said traist counsallor Johne Archbishop of 

Sanct Androis to ckeise commissaries clerks^ and utheris of^ 

^Claris throuchout all his saidis jurisdictions, to minister 

justice thairmtill, and to confirm all and smidrie testaments 

be himself and his deputies in the samen moid ^ thay are 

tisit at this present. And siclike. That all testamentis 

within this realm, above fiftie poundis, may be confirmit 

in all tymis be him and his commissaries, Siclike as they 

wer and are confirmit be the commissaries now presents 

And generallie that he use all and sundrie his jurisdictions 

donations of benefices and privileges like as he or any of 

his predecessors hes usit of hefoir^ in all manner of sortis* 

Provyding always that the Lordis of thair session be thank&l* 

Ke pay it of sa mekle of the reddiest of the cottis of the saidis 

testamentis as sal cum to the saids traist counsallors parts 

fro rata yeirlie of the soume of ane thousand sex hundret 

pundis quhilk thay haif grantit of bcfoir to the saidis 

Lordis of Session, to be taue of the reddiest of cottis of 

testamentis of the haill diocis of Scotland ; notwithstanding 

any act or gift geven be thair hieness, in ohy tyttie by past 

in the contrair. Charging alswa the Lordis of Sessioun to 

gif letteris for forefilling and obeying of this thair present 

will and restauration, in dew forme as eflfeires <5cc. At 

Striveling this xxiii day of December the yier' of God 

I5<56yiers. 

« In opposition to this record, the instances quoted by 

Whitaker, (iii. 370. 541) of a consistorial jurisdiction after 

the reformation, amount to nothing. Marriage might be 

annulled by the canons, as void ah initio 5 but as marriage 

was a sacrament, divorce was precisely limited to a separa<> 

tion a mensa et thoro. The reformers in Scotland, however^ 

thought that the adulterer should be ctit off, and the inno* 
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cent party permitted to marry again. But if the offender 
should be foolishly spared by the civil sword, and on fruits 
of repentance, reconciled to the church, then, on urgent ne- 
cessity, for fear of further offence, he might use the remedy 
{of marriage) ordained by God, First Book of Discipline ; 
Marriage. In conformity with these doctrines, the assem-f 
bly of 1562, 'applied to the privy council to transfer actions 
pf divorce to the churcE and its sessions, or else to establish 
judges of good repute (the commissaries) to decide such 
questions ; and an appeal was made to the assembly 
1563, from the bishop of Orkney^s sentence in a cause of 
divorce. Keitji, 5 1 5r24. The sentence undoubtedly pre- 
ceded the reformation, as the next question before the 
assembly was the reversal of Hamilton the martyr's sen- 
tence in 1532 ; and the bishop of Orkney, ^ protestant, 
far from possessing a consjstorial jurisdiction, had already ob- 
tained for a year, a commission as superintendent, from the 
same assembly to which the appeal was macje. The new 
doctrine of divorce was not yet recognized by the civil 
judges, arid the example merely proves, that before the 
appointment of commiss;iries, the assembly assumed the re- 
view of questions decided formerly in the conslstorial courts. 
The othjer example is not mpre to the purpose. A pa- 
per published by Tytler, (ii. 401.) containing a proof of 
the consanguinity bjstween Bo^hwell and his c ousin, lady 
Jane Gordon, is assumed by Whitaker (iii. 517) as a 
judicial act of the cqnsistorial court. It is dated February 
2^> 1555, the day before their marriage ; and is, evidently, 
an extrajudicial attestatiqn of propinquity, as; the first step 
towards a dispensation, " in the quhilk dispensation passit 
between them, sic jwocess was usit." The proof was taken, 
pot in con§istp^ry, but in the chamber of the commendator 
pf Lindoris, bishop Lesly, Bothwell's procurator, before 
9jip|i) ind l^dy Jean Gordpn's procurator, it is attested by 
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Forrest, rector of LogieyMontrosc^^pwothcmitarhis ac dafarim 
pr^i dormnty revaeeigdissimi . domini hgatu A verbal prro» 
icess- taken in Lcsly's dwmber, and 8tt!€9te4 hf the ^^h* 
1)isfaop?s^ secretary, a* proiionotary ^tiA ^vj t^ h» legj^ 
tine powers, proves the ifery rever$€ of a, coiisistorial ceqrt^ 
It was merdy the evidence cm whkh a claii<testi»e di^eiw 
sation vcas prob^ly granted by the; kgate, or his dxtary^ 
- which re<piired to he confimgied^ il I a;]^ lu^t mistaken^ by 
^he court of Rome. 

The rexival of such extensive jurisdictions,, was mtm 
doubtedly the immediate consideration for which the arch» 
t>ishop concurred in the murder, and in Bot]j^welVs divorce 
and marriage with the ^ucen. Knox, however, in whost 
history the signature to the archbishop is mentioned, the 
g^ieral assembly that framed a supplicatior^ against it, 
Calderwood who transcribes a ktter from Knox to enforce 
the supplication, are all respectively accused of forgery, 
(Whitaker, iii. ^ 16-2 1 -8) and it is amusing enough to sec 
a Cornish clergyman condemn the records of the church of 
Scotlandj to which he has no access, and its histories a$ 
forgeries, when ignorant himaelf of it« literary history^ 
The first edition of Knox's history was printed it Xiondoii 
in ij'Si J but before the printing was finished, the work 
was suppressed, as it contained alffairs of state. The fifth 
book was neither written -by KnoX) nor by Banantine hij 
amanuensis, as it is not contained in a single MS. of the 
age; but was compiled from his papers by David Buchanan, 
who published the history in 1644, in quarto at Edin- 
burgh, and in folio at London, in which last edition, 
among other alterations, Knox's letter, though inserted in 
ihe quarto, was omitted as tedious or unimportant to the 
English reader. Mathew Crawford, in 1732, republished 
the four first books verbatim from the original MS. bu| 
reprinted the fifth preposterously, in the Scottish ortho* 
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paphy, from the English ecUtion : and Whitakcr, vrith th«j 
fact bcfiwe his eyes, that Boiok 4icl not write the fifth book, 
though compiled from his papers, (Crawford's edit, pre-» 
face, 51 -3) acciises Cj^jdcrwood of forging a lettei? in that 
yeforn^er's name who knew nothing of it, because it was 
pot contained in Crawford's edition j the only one that 
Whitaker had the patience to consult. From these fruit- 
ful mistakes, K^ox becomes ^ mere protestant Jesuit, the 
brother forger of Snchanan, with the honours of forgery 
blushing strong upon his brow ;" (Whitaker, iii, 5 1 8*2:0-1 ) 
becaij^e a signature still extant, and on record, is mentioned 
with its consequences, in an addition to his history by 
another hand- The church of Scotland itself, is accused of 
forgery, because its records contain a supplication against 
the sigiiature ; and CalderwQod, because he quotes a letter 
from Knox, to recomn^end the supplication. Such gross 
inistakes, to say nothing worse of the author, in the literary 
history of the period he treats of, are hardly exceeded by 
fhose of some wretched antijacobin, or Scotch encyclopedist,, 
who creates two John Knox's, one the reformer, the other 
|he histprian \ and mistakes the printed, and imperfect ab- 
^ract froan Calderwood's manuscript history, for the volu- 
jj^ous history written by Calderwood himself. . 

But there is nothing so fi^miliar, or so well established, 
pvcn ii^ public tre^ics, as to escape the imputation of for- 
gery from this splenetic divine. The concessions to the 
Scots, i4 the treaty of Edinburgh, are rejected as a forgery, 
because the copy preseryed in the Cotton librar)-, is attested 
by Murray, Ruthven, and Maitland 5 ** villains whose touch 
carries such contagion with it, that whatever paper has 
p^sed under the hands of those political harpies, is marked 
and polluted with their defiling claws." Whitaker, iii. 
41-2. In the negociations at Edinburgh for a peace with 
pngland, s^ d^ect treaty with the lords of the congrcgution 
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was deemed dercjgatory to Francis and Mary ; but Elizabeth 
could not desert her allies, nor could the French troops be 
withdrawn from Leith, where they were straitly besieged^ 
or preserved without a treaty, in which the Scots were 
included. It was concerted therefore, that the articles or 
demands of the congregation should be granted, not as 
terms of peace, but as concessions of special indulgence, 
c<mfirmed, however, in the treaty with England, and a new- 
commission was necessary, to enable the Fraich deputies to 
grant concessions, or in plain language, to treat with the 
Scots. The first commission to Monluc and Randen, at 
Chenonceau, May the 2d, 1 560, was accordingly transcribed 
in a new commission to the same deputies, dated Remoren- 
tin, June the 2d, to transport themselves, in the same terms 
with their former commission, to the frontiers of Scotland, 
to treat with the English commissioners for peace ; with 
additional powers ** to assure our subjects of Scotland, 
that notwithstanding their grievous crime of rebellion, 
if they return to their obedience, we shall receive them 
into favour, desirous of nothing more than to see them 
Kving under our obedience in repose, union, and tran- 
quillity 5 and generally to execute all that we could, if 
present in person, although circumstances should occur, 
which might require a more special mandate than this 
commission." Keith, 144, translated from Caligula, b. ix. 
fol. 126, Cotton Lib. The commission is dated the first 
and sixteenth, instead of the eighteenth, years of their 
reign, and this is a positive demonstration of forgery; 
(Whitaker, iii. 42.) as if a mistalfe concerning the precise 
date of Mary's reign in Scotland, were not ipore likely tQ 
be made by the French secretary or clerk at Rerpprentin, 
than by the lords of the congregation'. As the commission 

» Such mistakes are not uncommon. A' deed of James \1. is dated IS 
September, the eleventh and twenty-eighth, (instead of the forty-seventh), 
years of his reign ; 1614. Edinburgh Weekly Magazine, vol. xxi. p. 391, 
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neither revofces nd^ refers to the fwmer, i^hich it iw'as not 
meatit to supersede or to filter ; but professes necessarily to be 
the vtry commission from which it was transcribed ; these 
arc additional demonstrations of forgery ; (id. 464) but the '^ 

cotoclusive detection is this : As nothing more was intended 
by the fiwt commission than a pardon for the rebellion or 
reformation in Scotland, the new commission, and the 
concessions or terms in thje treaty of Edinburgh, are 
therefore forged; (id. 467) and as ^all is forgery that re- 
futes this' author*5 assertions, nothing but forgery presents 
itself to his mindi 

It IS needless, to appeal to the history of the times, when 
tht congregation, possessed of the whole power, and ready 
to txpS. tte French from Scotland, never would have sub- 
mitted without stipulations for their citil and religious dc-* 
mands. But tiie concessions made to the Scots in the 
treaty of Edinburgh, are authenticated by the most indis^ 
putable proofs. Monluc, bishop of Valence, after an inef- 
fectual journey to Scotland, had returned to London, 
before Randan's arrival with the fii'st commission, zhd 
from the temper and demands of the congregation, a new 
commission was obviously necessary to treat with the 
Scots. Forbes, 1. 45^-60-66-80-6-502. Cecil, one of the 
English commissioners, in his letter, June the 2i3d, trans-^ 
mits an abstract of the French answers to the articles or 
demands of the lords of the congregation, which are still 
extant In the Cotton library; and in his subsequent 
dispatches, the whole progress of the treaty is explained^ 
Haynes 331. On the 5th of July he Writes, "That the 
articles of our treaty are written out, but th^t the treaty 
between the French and Scots could not be concluded 
bcfbre six that evening, nor written before to-morrow, 
when that and ours would be signed and sealed." (id. 349 \ 
t^eaif day, Jnly the ^th, he N^ites that the treaties were 

Vol. II. G 
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both signed and delivered ; enumerates the articles in thd 
treaty with the' Scots ; explains the difficulty of obtaining 
' from their majesties of France an obligation to Elizabeth, 
for their performance of conditions to their own subjects ; 
** For so the world shall say that he (Francis) is forced by 
your majesty thereto, (as in truth he is, although it may 
not be said so to Frenchmen) next the Scots shall hereby 
. owe all the favour which they receive from their king or 
queen to your majesty, as in truth they do, though it may 
not be said so to the French ; and to make a cover for all 
this, these ambassadors were content to take a few good 
^ words in a preface to the same article, and we content widi 

the kernel, yielded to them the shell." id. 352. In his 
letter of the 8th, he recapitulates the principal heads in the 
accord of Scotland, precisely as they are contained in the 
treaty in queftion ; and as the supposed forgery must have 
been of the same date with the real treaty contracted with 
England, no man in his senses can beUeve for a moment, 
that Cecil would connive at the one, while conducting the 
other ; and that for the sole purpose of deceiving Ehzabeth, 
and her allies the Scots. Whitaker, iii. 493. 

But the conditions of accord with Scotland, are confirmed 
by an article of the treaty with England, with a preface 
exactly as explained by Cecil, to prevent the apparent dis- 
honour of the; king and queen of France. ** Seeing the 
most christian king and queen have granted their assent to 
certain supplicatory petitions presented by the nobility and 
people of Scotland, and being desirous to have their said 
benignity attributed to the good offices of the said Eliza- 
beth, &c. Therefore it is agreed before the said com- 
missioners of both parties, that they shall fulfill all those 
things which by their said commissioners they have granted 
to the said nobility and people of Scotland at Edinburgh 
. the 6th day of June this present year j provided th^t the 
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.said nobility and people shall fulfil and observe afl those 
things that are contained in the laid articles and convention 
to be performed on their part." Keith, 135. The supplv^ 
catory petitiohs can relate to nothing else than the complaints 
and demands of the congregation, which,- in eVery treaty 
with the sovereign, must assume the form of supplication 1 
pU those things which their commissioners had granted 
at Edinburgh on the 6th of July, or which are contained 
in the said articles and conventions, must relate to some- 
thing more than a general pardon, as Whitaker ^tppipses; 
(iii. 469.) on the one part, on condition of obedience ori 
the other, concerning which the preamble was unnecessary 
as 9 salvo for their honour, in a treaty with Elizabeth ; and 
the said articles and conventions are evidently all those things 
granted in the concessions, or treaty with the congregation,* 
of the 6th ef June, by the three first articles of i^Hich, ori 
the complaints and petitions of the nobility and people, the 
Frendi troops were actually withdrawn, the fortificationsf 
of Leith were demolished, and Dunbar was restored to 
the Scottish estates. 

If additional proofs are necessary, the fdurtli article peti- 
tions for, and obtains i parliament to be held on the loth 
of Jalyi to \^ adjourned till August loth, that the French 
deputies might procure an intermediate ratification froiit 
the king and queen ^ the fifth article provides that peace 
and war should be determined as formerly, by the advice 
of the estates ; the sixth that tihe privy council should be 
appointed by the queen arid the estates, out of twenty-four 
persons, whom the next parliament,- in terms of the treaty, / 

chose and transmitted their names to the queen (Keith, 
; 752. Append. 91.); the seventh, that no foreigners should 
be admitted to oflice ; the eighth, that an act of oblivionf - 
ihould be passed in the next parliament, to which, by the- 
iiinth article^ aU in use to be present were admitted 5 anidr' 
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llie raEBdimflf artkles rdate to motosd indemnkyi siibmi^ 
sivie obedience, religion and peace. Tile forltMient wis 
actually aiigoumed till Auguat, that ike treaejf in%lit ^ 
ratified hj the king and queen ; tet as no rafltfication 
arriTedy afidl week was ^ent in debating <m its Tafi<firf> 
which was sustained as onibdned l^ the treekty of peace. 
As the French deputies dedined to interfere, the parlia- 
ment was permitted by the treaty to remonstrate on the 
state of religion to the kii^ and qneen 5 but the parlia- 
ment proceeded to establish the reformed religion, and 
when its acts were transmitted to the queen to be ratified, 
|Keith, 193. Appendi. 91.} the objection was obTioas, and 
imavoidable if true, that the treaty by which it was held^was 
a forgery. The act of oblivion passed in this pariiamcnt 
was renewed by Mary in 1563, at the intercession of the 
nobility, not as a part of the tineaty which she was deter- 
mined never to ratify 5 (Spottiswood, 1S8.) but the authors 
of a forged treaty would ndtber have ^plied to the <pmi 
to confirm its articles, nor would the <^*ect}Ott ha-ve re- 
mained a secret till discovered by Whitaker, that the whdc 
treaty was a forgery, unknown to the queen herself. Lcs 
raisons pour hquelle La Royne M. ne ratific le trakc 
d' Edinbourgh, 11 Atnist 1561. Cotton Lib. Caligula, b.x. 
fi)l. 34. 

As a preliminary to other supposititious forgeries, I haw 
dwelt the longer, in this note, on the crude conjectures rf 
a writer, who rejects all higtcaical evidence whatsoever, h 
ordor to condemn the treaty of Edinburgh, as a forgery de* 
vised by Murray with Cecil's consent. A mists&e contained 
in a few Unes may require some pages of controversy before 
it is obviated j but I trust that the sentences which t hxK 
bestowed upon the subject, are not near so n»tner«tts a^ tiM 
pages of scurrilous declamation which they are emptoyii ^ 
^nfote. Whtote"^ iii. 40-3. 370-$^. 463* 543. 
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CfciPs^ gr Murr^fs tHary^ as it is g^mraUy caUid. 
Cal. B. bi. Fol. ^147. 

SCOTM. 

ij^. Junii 19. King James tke ^xt was borne* 

JuI'd ao. or th^^rby^ she fled the Slings comp^my tnd 
past be boytt with the pjrrattis to AUoway» whair the king 
cuming, wes repuisit. 

August 13, The Q. past to Meggitiand to the Huntis: 
firocBe the foyrth of the prince to this tyme the king wes 
putt to abyid in Dalkeyth> and after the retuminge frome 
the Hunts of Meggicbnd was sent to Striuiling. About 
this tym my X^of Murray aggreit the king and \&x and 
a^j past to b^ togydder. v 

Sgptemip %4. She lodgit in the Qiekker boos and mett^ 
with Bc^weH* The king cunyng firomc Striuiling wes re- 
pidsit with cli^cUmg.. 

Octob. 7* My Lord BothweU wes hurt in LyddysdaiU and 
tke Q. raid tm Borthtttk 

8. The Q. wes advertest and haistytt to Jedbrongh and 
frome thcn<» to the Hermitage and contractit her seeknes. 
Returning to Jedbrough whair she remaynit to the fyrst 
day of November that BothweU wes convalescxt. Heir 
the king wysit hir and wes repukit. 
\ Nouetatf ^. TheQ. and Bothwdl cam to Kelso and abed 
2iiychts. 

J. Thai cam to Langtoun, 

9* Thai cam to Weddcrbonrn. 

la Thai cam to Coldinghayme quhair the tady Reres 
^ those in hir cumpanye wer takin be the watch. 

G3 
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Novemb. 12. Thai cam to Dumbar and rcmaynit three 
nychts. 

16. Thai canj to Tamtalloun to the Lard of Bass. 

17. Thai boyth returnit to Craigmiller and began to 
raison wpon the 4yvorce betuix hir and hir husband the 
King, and thair abood to the 3 of December. In this tyme 
the Kyng cam furth of Strjuiling and ofired him self to hir 
and was repulsit. 

* Decetnb. 3. ^hs^j came to Edynbrough; and hirspe^xall 
<;ayr wcs upon the Erie Bpthweirs preparations of cleything 
for the baptisme: abpuf this tyn^p came my lord of Bedford 
in to Edynbrough. 

5. Thay past to Striuiling, tuick the King frome his 
ludging in Williame Bellis hous to the casteli, and placed 
him worray obscuyrly thair. 

- IT Decfmbrisl The prince now our Qouvcrayne wes bap- 
tised, and thai rcmaynet after to the 24 thair. 

24. Thai departed to Drynmen to my lord Dnimonds 
(my 1. Bedford being departed the day before to Sanct An- 
drcwes) and remaynit thair 5 days and after in Tulybardin 
2 dajs; and the King wes now departed to Glasgow wher, 
he fell deadly seek. 

31. Thay returnit to-gyther to Striuiling and thair re-j 
mayned to the 14 of January. 

Januarii 6. The Secretarye wes maryit in Striuiling. 

14. Thai returnit and brought the prince with thayme 
to Edynbrough. Remayned to the 21 of Januar and 
thane wes the Q. going to Glasgow. 

21. The Q. tuck her journay towards Glasgpw and wes 
accompanyit with Erles of Huntly and BothweU-to the Ka- 
lendar my lord Lewisteins place. 

23. The Q. came to Glasgow and on the rode met hir 
Thomas Craufurd fi-ome the Erie of Lewenux and Sir James 
Hamilton lyith the rest mentionit in hir letter: Erie Huntly 
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and Bothwell retornit that same nycht to Edynt and Both- 
well lay in the Toim. 

Januarit 24. the O. remaynit at Glasgow,\|yck as she did 
the 25and26,and hayd the conference with the King whairof - 
she wryttis, and in this tyme wrayt hir byble and utheris 
letteris to Bbthwell. And Bothwell this 24 day wes found 
werray tymus weseing the Kings ludging that wes in pre- 
paring for him and the same nycht tuck Journey towards 
Lyddisdaill. 

27. The Q. (conforme to hir commission as she wrytts) 
brout the King frome Glasgow to the Kalendar towards 
Edynbrough. 

28. The Q.'brought the King to Lynlythquow, and thair 
renaayned all morn^quhile she gatt word of my lord Bothuell 
|iis returning towards Edynbrough be Hob Ormistoun ane 
of the murtheraris. The same day therle Bothuell came 
bak fi-om Liddisdaill toward Edynbrough. , 

29. She remayned all day in Lynlythquow with the king, • 
and wraytt frome thence to Bothuell. 

. 30. The Q. brought the King to Edynbrough, and patt 
him in his ludging quhair he endit, and Bothuell, keipping 
tryist, met hir upon |he. way. 

Februarii 5. Thursday. She ludged all nycht under the 
. King in the chalmer. quliairin the poulder was layd ther- 
after, and whairof Parjs hir chalmer child resaved the keye. 

7. Fryday. She ludged and lay ?U nycht againe in the 
foEsaid chalmer; and frome thence wrayt t, that same nycht, 
the letter concerning the purpose of the abhott of Halyrud- 
house. 

8. Satyrday. She confronted the king and my lord of 
Halyrudhouse conforme to hir letter wryttin the nycht 
before. 

9. Sonday. She and Bothuell soupped at the bankett 
with the bishop of the yills and after p^ist oup acc\impanyit 

' G4 
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with Argyfil Huntly an4 Bothuell to ^e kings chalmcri and 
thair she remaynit chertssing him quhile BothncU v^ hu 
complice* hayd putt all tbinga to ordor, and P^ l^r 
chalmer*child hayd rc^saved in hk chalo^er the p^dder^ ud 
came up againe and gef the sigB^i and they depai^ ta 
Bastienis banquett and noasqqe about 1 1 homr?, and thair* 
after th^i baith returnit to the Abbay ^4 t^ytt^diiltt 
12 hours and after, 

Februarii lo. Betuix 2 and 3 of the clo^ thq King.w^ 
blawin in the ayre by the poulder* 

1 1. The Q. wrayt to my lord of Lewenux p-omisinj t% 
tak tryall. 

12. The Kings body wcs brought down^nd feyd ia thq 
chapell and She remaynit at Edynbrough with Bothuell to 
the 25 heirof : in this m€yni;ymc wer money placards sct| 
cup. And Hary Killygraw? arrywit frome the Q. Ma^^ 

21. Thay past togydder to Scytoun and thair past tynac 
mcryly to the 10 of Marcjie, quhile Ic Crofe the Franche 
ambassadour persuadit hir to return to Edynbrouglu 

Marche lo. Thay rctumit to Edynbrough be persuasion 
of Le Crok, quh^iir thai remaynit whill the -24 of the same, 
erneastly trying the oupsctting of th^ piac4r4s> but newexi 
word of the kings murther : at this tyme my lord Regcxtf 
purchaist Icif to depart. 

24. Thay returnit agabie to Setoun, and thair past thai9> 
tyme meryly in all solace, quhfll the i© of ApiytH 1567. 

1567* jipryiU 5. iThe second contract of manage, pern 
verba de presentij wes maid and wxyttin be my lord Q^^r * 
"^Huntly, who, for his restoring againe the forfahouri haid: 
purchas5e4 ane prpcuratorve subscrywit with his sistors han4 
then wyif to Bothuell : and thair wes the counsale haldi^ 
for the clensing of Bothuell. 
9. My lord Regent departit furth of Scotland. 
xo. Thay yctuppnit to Edynbroug^ to BothuelFs clenging.^ 
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\4pfiUl I a. Qiibilk wcs setterday BpllMidl wat dangit 
Wermy strabgely as the process bcyrs. 

I4v Quhilk wcs mounday, the first 4ay <rf the pariiak 
ment sett only for reduction of my lord Huntleys for- 
feltour* 

1 6, Quhilk was fryday, the day of the sununon? of re-- 
duction of the erle of Huntleys forfaltour. 

19. Quhilk wes setterday, theDecreytl pf Reduction wcs 
gcwin for therle of Huntlye and all his friends. The same 
nycht the lordis past the band after supper to therle Both- 
TvcU, being drawin secretly be hhn to the supper. 

21. Viz. mounnday> the Q, rayd toStriuiling as it wc$ 
dewysed, and frome thence wreyt the lettcris concerning 
?the purpose dewyscd of hir rawising : whair Huntly came 
to hir and began to repent htm ; in the mean tyme Bothuell 
rcmayned at Edynbrough assembKng his forces. 

23. She cam to Lynlythquow and Bothuell came to 
Jialtoun bard by. 

24. She sent therle of Huntly to BothucU in the morn- 
ing, quha mett hir upon the way, seajnit to rawishc her, and 
tuck Huntly and the secretary pisoners, and led thaim^ 
to Dumbar, and thair remanit to the 3 of may. 

26. The first precept for the partising of therle Bothuell 
and his wyif, wes direct furth ftomc the comissayr of Edyn- 
-hrough. 

27. The aecund precept of partying before Mr. Jhonc 
Manderstoun comissair to the bishop of Sanqtandrois, wes 
direct forth. 

Alaii 3 She wes conweytt be Bothwell atid all his friends 
withsperris to Edynbrough castell> and for fear of accusa- 
tion kast thair sperms frome thayme be the way, and the 
next Sounday hir bannis wer proclamit be her awin pre- 
cept subscriuit with her h^nd. 
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Maii 1 2. She came with Bothuell out of the castell to th^ 
tolbwyth before the lordis of session, and tuck her jprotesta* 
tion and act thair of hir Uberty, and so past togydder to the 
Abbaj. 

15. Thay wer publicly mareit after bathe the sortis of 
the Kyrk reformed and unreformed, and remaynit to thq 
7 of Junii. 

Junii 7. He purposed ane Rayd against the lord Howme 
andFamherst, and so past toMelros and She to Borthuik 

II. The Lordis came suddenly to Borthuik. Bothuell 
fled to Dunbar, and the lords reteyred to Edynbrough; she 
fallowed Bothuell to Dumbar disagwised. 

15. Thay came frome Dumbar to Carbarrye hyll, quliair 
the lordis mett thayme. The erle Bothuell fled and she 
came to Edynbrough with the lords. 

16. She past to Loychlewin and thair remaynit to the 
5ccund of maii 1568. ! 

20. Dalgleshe Chalmcrchild to my lord Bothuell wes 
takin and the box and letters quhilk he brought out of the 
castell ; about this tyme my lord Bothuell fled be sea to 
the northe. 

yulii 24. The Q. maid resignation of hir crown in fa^ 
wour of hir Sonne nou our souveraine,and past commissions 
of gouvemment. At this tyme Syr Nycholas Throgmor- 
' toun was in Scotland. 

29. The king wes crbwnit at Striviling. Middilmoir 
wes present. 

August 14. My lord of Murray now Regent returnit 
furth of France and came to Edynbrough. 

17. My Lord past to Loychlewin and spak with the Q. 
22. My Lord nou Regent wes mo wit to accept upon him 

the commission of Regentrye, and geff his sol^mnit ayth 
for dew ministration. 
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Decemh. 5. The parliement wes haldin and all things 
confirmed thairin. 

1568. Mcuf 2V The Q. fisc^it.furth of Loychlewin^and 
came toHamiltoun ; my lord being in Glascow. 

13, The field wes strykin at Langsyidj bcsydis Glas- 
gow. 

15. Maister Myddlemoyr sent frome Tthe Q. Mat*** 
i;ansed ipy lord frome thence furthlabsteyn frome armour 
{Ujd, violence^ 
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THSoonchrsioB» m the le^t wt ^ jdoi^ fbrcibty stttrd 
in the followixig letto: from Thuanus to Camden. — ^^ Nam 
<liBMi% 9pD4 ib 4ivwia trtdontibiiajactilur^ Momvium, 
a^ilHtiMo vr4e«lflm> sedente regmm apetiissv; (quod 
tamen constanter negant omnes fide digni Scati» quo** 
cunqae mihi alloqui contigit, etiam ii, quibos alioqui Mo* 
ravius ob religionis caiisam summe inyisus erat ; nam vemm 
fuisse aiebant extra religionis causam ab omni ambitionei 
avaritia^ et in quenquam injuria alienum^ imrtute> comitate^ 
beneficentia, vitxque innocentia^ prxstantem i et qui ^isi 
iuisset) eos^ qui tant^pere mortnum exagitantj hodie mi<* 
pime rerum potituros fuisse;) sed demus iUumi calcata omni 
divinihumanique juris religione> tantum animo scdus con* 
cepisse, quo tandem consukor^ et adjutore ad rem $xe^ 
quendam usus est? Primum omnium constat nunquam 
tillas capitaliores inimicitias, quam inter Moravium et 
Bothuelium> exaysisse. At quis sibi persuadoret, inter tarn 
infestos de tanto scelere, qualis in regem conjuratio fuit^ 
consilia agitari potuisse $ aiit sperari^ ut secretum> quod ad 
xttam requirebatur> inter eos servaretur? Deinde^ quis 
credat Moravium> tantas cum Botudio inimicitias exercens* 
tern, post patratum scelus, sorori parri^idse in virum du^ 
cendi^ auctorem fqisse ? Aut reginam tabi stqiino ingenio 
fingi posse^ ut fratri^ infames juxta et jpericulo3as nuptias 
suadenti> aures prsebuerit? Denique, curMoraTius post 
hsec omnia sponte in Galliam secessit^ si ex his turbis 
commodum aliquod sperare prsesentia sua potuit ? Aut cuti 
postea revocatuS) tanta fide» rege infante, regnum adminis* 
travit, et adversus Hamiltonios imbeciUam ejus setatem 
tutatus est^ si per regis calamitatem regni occupandi spem 
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concepcrat i Nam minus invidlosum et perictilosum Bli 
trzt cum Hamiitoniis, si rem perfecissent, perdudlibus, dc 
imperio decertate ; quam somris filiutti^ t matre regnique 
ordinibus tutelae suae commissum, opprimere. PostremOt 
foki aliud^ cpiaesOy ia causa fuisse pata$> cur Hamikoniit 
^i tjxamudem adfectsdnntj in Martfvii necem ^Mspi- 
raverint^ quam quod supa-^ite tarn strenuo regik-in- 
£mtis regnique vindice, de successu desperarent? 'Et, 
adverso^ apud animum tuum reputa^ familiarem plus^ 
^^mm opfottMki regin^, etiam ante parridditrm, cum Bo* 
ttt^o CQHSuetudittcm ^ regis miseri apertttm post Rizii 
twian c&ym h et ex «o c<mtempemft; idBnde post parri- 
, oAam, a&ttitemt i^iaa> festiitotfon ^ Boiudii, qui non 
sokuDliictisaspcatis, sed oasmffii^inione quasi cont ictus 
luAebauar, innoccnda judicium; moxque dissdutas tuf-^ 
fk9t Boi«€lU Cttm Goidonia vrxorc nuptial ttt alias mo^ 
torplores contraherec. Nam r^pftitm ilium quis non rideat f 
Am, %oa potiiis tx Hb, qu« memoraTimus, necessario colli- 
fMy iiigemi« tyaimi fominam, nisi snopte ingenio et prseoc« 
dijpata diu ante ^Ndumate ad id fuisvet inducta, nunquam 
tam £M;ile in fSm auptias fuisse coRsensurtm; auteasvpostea 
tam artificiosis literis apud nos cxciBaturam ? verum luee 
I6cum, et semotis arbitra. Nam quenqttam accusare^ aut 
uHka df^^^moMOk ^mckp^tTf neque his brevibus literis 
Mque toco opere no^tio institaerim. Nam ab ouini insee^ 
lBM$o»e et o btffCc t tt ione> ut mens^ sic stiius abesf : et me 
flufiimft lenitate moffivisse^ qoaft aUi acezlsius scripserant, 
^ssi liectione comperieff. Item, m ex S coio r n m, qui intef^ 
ib«nitfit> sei' mo t ii tf as dxdici^ eta Eteris mandavi ; et ad eorum 
Mem scriptft a Bockanatio expendi. De c^tero nigrum in 
Ctttididam to cttjnsquam gnrtkm converters, neque aniitms 
ab iaieio ftiit, neqae nunc em M>xi.t^*tecJCaTHdeni JSjd^f* 7 j. 
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Double of the Council* s Letter to the Queen Regent of 
France concerning King Harrys murther^ sentbj! 
Lethington and subscribed by him. 



MADAM. 



J 



Brit-Mut. UESTRANGE fortune advcnue en cestc yIHc la auict 
Cat. 8199 passe, nous constrainct prendre la hardiesse dc vous escrire 
l^ij^^* ce petit mot pour donner a entendre a vostre, le malheu- 
CoU^ reux feict qui a este perpetrc en la personne de.Roy, d'unc 
fa^on si estrange que Ton n'a jamais ouy parler dfune scm-r 
blable entreprise. Cest qu'environ les deux heures aprez 
minuit, son logis^lui estant couche en son lit, a este enleve 
en Fair par force, de poudre a cequi Ton en peult juger par 
Ic son et la terrible et subite execution, qui a ete si vehe- 
ment, que, d'une salle, deux chambres cabinet et garderobc^ 
il n*est rien demeure que tout ne soit emportcloing de la et 
redlge en pouldre, non seulment la couverture et plancher,- 
xnais aussi les muraiUes jusque au fondement, de sorte qu'ii 
n'est demeure pierre sur pierre^ Et en failly dc bien peu,* 
ceux qu'ils sont autheurs de ccste mechancete, qu'ils n'ayent 
par mcme moyen dcstruict la Royne, avec la plupart de sa 
nobless & seigneurs qui sont pour le present en sa suytte, 
qui y ont este avec le Roy en sa chambre jusque bien prcs 
de minuict. Et pen s*en est faillie que sa majestic nc soit 
demcuree poiu: y loger toute la nuict, mais Dieu nous a 
este si favorable, que ces ^ssassineurs bnt^este fnistrcz^ 
d'lme partie de leur attente, ayent reservesa .majestic pour, 
en prendre la vengeance telle que mcrite nn. act si barbare. 
et inhumain. Nous sommes apres les enquestes, pt X^ 
faisOns doubte q'un bref nous venons bien au bout de sca^^ 
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Voir ceux qui Pons perpetre. Car DIcu ne permcctra jamais 
qu'une telle meschancete demeure cachee ou impunie, 
Fayent une foys decouverte, vostre majestic et tout le 
monde cognoistra que le pays d'Escosse ne vouldra longu^- 
ment endurer qu'une si grande honte luy demeure sur les 
cspauls qui seroit bastante pour la rendre odieuse par toute 
la Christiannete si semblables malheuretez demeurassent 
cachees oh impunyes. Nous n'avons vouler faillir de fairc 
ceste advertissment aux majestez du Roy et la vostre, par 
ce gentilhommc present porteur, le Seigneur de Clareault, 
qui Yous en rendra compte par le menu de toutes les cir- 
contances comme celui qui est bien informe. Pour cest 
effect; estant sa suiEcance telle que sur luy nous remeterons 
la surplus pour n'importuner de plus long lettre vostre 
majestie, a laqucUe nous baisons les mains et prions Dieu, 
Madam vous avoir en sa saincte garde. De Lislebourg ce 
loDeFeurier 1566. 

Archieps. Sanct Andrew Ergyle Huntlie 

Athol Cassilis Bothwell 

Caithness Sutherland Alex.Epis.de 

Gallovidii 

Jo. Epis.^ Rossensis Rob. Thesaurar Levynston 

Flemyng Bellcnden Sec, Maitland 
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No- VI. VoLI. P^e^- 

BOTHWELL, Sir JamesBalfourj, and his brothcrGilbcft 
Mr. David Chalmers, Black Mr. John Spence, Signioi' 
Francis, Bastian, Bourdeaux, aod Joseph, (Rizio's brother) 
were the persons named by Lennox as accused in tfe^ pla- 

* cards. From tlje discrepancy between this lettci- as in* 
scrted in Bothwell's trial, and the copy produced by Lennox 
at Westminster, Whitaker concludes (iii. 235*) that the fo^^ 
mer was forged by Buchanan ; as if Murray Would voluU;^ . 
tarily produce, on the 7th of December, a fictitious letter, 

^instead of the genuine one, which the commissiosiers had 
riready, (November 29th,) received from Lennox, md^ 
an unnecessary forgeiy, would expose himself to immediate 
detection. Anderson, iv. 120. — 74. But Mar/s next letter, 
March 23d, is an answer to the letter inserted in Both^^ 
well's trial, not to the copy produced by Lennox tt West- 
minster* The last, when inspected, is evidently a rooglr 
draog^t of the letters^ in which many words sore ei^ed, 
dated xvi of March, 1566, without any place, and the date 
it^eif has been added afterwards^ in a different hand,^^- 
parently Cotton's. Caligula, b. x. f. 396. But the first is 
dated " Of Houston this xvi of March," and Mary's answer 
•begins, ** We have ressavit your lettcr'of Houston the 
xvi of this instant.'^ The copy produced by Lennox, re- 
quired the queen to arrest the persons named in the placards, 
to assemble the nobility, and by proclamation, admonuh 
the "Writers to appear ; when, if they fail to do so, the per- 
sons accused of the murder might be re/eased, by advice of 
the nobility and council. The letter inserted in Bothwell's 
trial required her to awest the persons named in the tickets, 
and with all diligence to assemble her hail nobility and 
council^ and then to take wch perfect order ^ toith theforenamed 
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persons that they might he justly tried. The qtieeti^s answef 
accoraingly is, ** For the convention of the nobility and 
council, we have preventit the thing desyrit by you in youf 
letter, and hes sent for thaitie to be at us in Edinburgh 
this* oulk approcheand quhair the persons nominate in 
your letter sail abyde & iinderlye sic tryal as be the laws of 
this realm is accustomit '/^ Anderson, i. 47^-8. ii. iii. an 
obvious answer to the second requisition to assemble the 
hail nobility and council that the forehamed persons might 
be duly tried, not to the first requisition to assemble the 
uDbiUty ahd summon the writers of the tickets by open 
proclamation, that if they fail to appear, the persons named 
in the tickets might be released. Lennox kept copies of 
his letters to Mafy ; but his last letter naming those men* 
tioned in the tickets whom he greatly suspected, requiring 
greater deliberation, was written anew : his acknowledg- 
ment for the wardship of Lennox, was omitted : the whole 
requisition was materially altered ; and he retained the first 
draught, which he produced at Westminster, while the 
letter actually sent, to which alone the queen's answer re- 
fers, was produced in the justiciary court, and inserted in 
the trial. Had W|iitaker consulted the MS» in the Cotton 
Library, or considered to which of the two copies Mary's 
tetter IS an answer, he would have found an easy solution 
of the forgery ascribed to that wretch Buchanan. 
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No, VII. Vol. I. Page 50- 

Uppn the xviij day of April MDLXVU. the day 
before the reduction of the Earl of Huntlies 
forfeiture in parliaments the said Earl, by zti 
obligation registered that same day in the Re- 
gister of Bonds in the Court of Session ; 
Gaodaii's Obliges himself to James Earl of Murray, fwr the great 
MSS.C6py. f;|ivour which Murr?iy bore towa»ds him, ^d for tiis ardoU 
requests niade tp the qvieen's majf sty in Htuntl{e*s favoyn 
conc^ning .the reduction of the domes of fbrfeitppre led 
against him and his fath^, to keep the tacks set bj Mur- 
ray of the cattle lands of Inverness, with the forrestersh^ 
of the wood for xi^ years ; and also ratifi^ to the s^ 
Earl the earldom of Murray and lordship of Abemethy^ 
and undertakes to cause his mother renounce 2dlt^k% titl% 
right and possession whi^h ?he might claim thereto ; and 
ajiso renounces ail right, title, property, 9nd possession 
which he had or might have to the land$ and lorcbhip of 
Pettybrackly and Strathdoiv in favours of the said Earl rf 
Murray : and obliges himself in his awn n^m^^ a<id fo^ ^ 
mother, brethren, and sisters^ to warrant 3iKi keep skaijtl^ 
less the said Earl of Murray and Mr. John Wood, John 
Stuart and his other servants for whatever goods, jewek, 
or other things belonging to his father, were intromitted 
with by them. And because the Earl of Murray was under 
obligation to James Ogilvie of Findlater, that if it should 
happen the lands of Findlater, Deskfurd, &c. disponed 
be the queen heretably to the said James Ogilvie by 
forfeiture of the said John Gordon, Huntlie's brother, 
to be evicted in any time coming by reduction of the said 
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forfeiture ; iri '^hich case the Earl of Mrntay had bound 
himself to infcft the said James Ogilyie and his heirs heri-> 
tably d new ^in in the binds of Sttathnavem and Cardd^ 
mihis fishings andcastles^ &c. The Earl of Huntlie obliges 
himselfandhis heirs to relieve the earl of Murray and hi^ 
heirs at the hands of the said James Ogilvie, &c. that in 
fasc the said lands of Findhter and Deskfiird, and others 
^lall be taken firmn the said James or any part of them, and 
thareby Jalnes Ogilric rdco?erai the lands of Strathnavern 
^d Cadddl the Earl of Huntley obliges himself to give the 
Earl of Murray alsmijch fcmds equally lying in a place ho less 
convenient, and of als great yearly avail and profit ; and 
Kkeways to answd- to the abbot and (:onvelit of Aberbro- 
thock for the teitids aiid others things pertaining to the 
said abbay intf omitted with by him or his agents, &c. 

In recompence for all which things : 

By bond dated it Whittingham 8 April 1 567, James Earl 
of Mturray obliges himself to the Earl of Huntly that 
wher^s he is to be restored to all things belonging to his 
progenitors, and itlsd with respect to the tenderness of 
Hood aiid amity standing betwixt the said Earl of Huntlie 
and us [i^l of Murray] stnd also irt respect of an decreet 
arbitral by the <}ucen and oth^ arbiters between him and 
his brethren on the one part and James Ogilvie of Findlater 
on the other part of date at Edinburgh the 22d 6i March 
last, has boitnd himself in his own ilame &c. for his J>re- 
thren to do and cause to be done to James Ogilvie of 
Findlater and his keirs the reiHlnciation and ratification 
of diverse articles in the said decreet for the perpetual as- 
surance of the said James Ogilvie in his living and lands 
of Findlsrter, Deskfurd, Drumnokeith, Blairshinnach, 
Castlefield, Castleyards, with the ofiice of Constabulary of 
Culaiij Constable lands, Pittinbringans, the fishing, upoii 
Itbajn^ the lands of Seyfield, Bruntoun, Upstart, Smyth-a 
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town, Woodfidd, Touchaneill ; the lands of Clouchmatric, 
with the mills advocation of kirks, &c. Whereby, says 
Murray, the said Earl has gratified us greatumly,'and made 
us sure of the lands of Strathnarne and Cullard, and 
others lands; therefore he, Murray, obliges himself to set 
forward the reduction of the forfeiture to the uttermost 
of his power by himself and others whom he might pro- 
cure, and to resign the Sheriffship and Castle of Inverness 
with diverse lands allowed for keeping that Castle and 
other things, but all of them natural consequences of tbe 
reduction of the forfeiture,^ Goodall. 



The reader, in order to understand these deeds^ must 
observe, that James Ogilvie of Findlater had been disinhe- 
rited by his father, whose second wife (of the Huntley 
family) had persuaded him to entail his estates of Finlater, 
Deskford, Sec. upon his son in law John Gordon, Hunt- 
ley's brother, and on his failure, upon Adam Gordon his 
younger brother. On the execution and forfeiture of 
John Gordon in 1562, the estate was restored by Murray 
to James Ogilvie in exchange for the lands of Strathnaira 
and Cardell. Upon Huntley's return to favour, his brother 
Adam claimed the estate of Finlater, &c. which, to gratify 
both parties, was awarded to Ogilvie, and the lands of 
Auchendown and Kethmore, to Adam Gordon, by the 
arbitration of Bothwell and Lethington, the <pieen being 
umpire, on the 22d of March, the day after Bothwell obtain- 
ed the Castle of Edinburgh. Crawford's Notes on Bucha- 
nan, 160. Douglas Peerage, 262. Huntley therefore exacts 
a bond from Murray, the day before his departure, to pro- 
mote, or in other words, not to oppose his restitution, and 
the day before the act is passed, he engages to warrant 
Murray's transactions respecting the forfeited estatcj. 
Huntley's ratification of the decreet arbitral, is stated, h 
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Murray's bond, as the consideration for*which the latter en- 
gaged to promote the restitution, as it made him sure of 
Strathnairn and Cullard, of which he could be dissposessed 
only on the restitution of the Gordons. But in Hunt- 
ley's subsequent bond,. Murray's application to the queen 
for his restitution, is artfully stated as the consideration for 
ratifying his former transactions. 
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No. VIII. Vol. L Page 84. 

Ad of Council. 

Apud Dunbar pmultim Aprilis Anno 1^6%^ 
Records of THE quhilk day the queens majesty being in Seyton^ 
Council : hir hcnes wes movit to set furth her lettires and procla-; 
hoSer^^" ^^ti^^li Inhibiting hir lieges to answer or obey Sir WiUianq 
E<iinburgh. Murray of TulUbardin hir comptroller of the victuak 
money and others duties, of the thirds of benisficcs : Not- 
withstanding any werning made thereoff, under pain of 
dowbill payment j as the lettres direct thairupon of the date 
at Seyton the fyft day of Apryl instant propones. Never- 
theless her hichnes presentlie understands that the said in- 
hibition hes greatly hindret of the inbringing of the saids 
victuals and thirds \ and that thQ ^eassoun of the year and 
time of payment is now present, quhilk being past ower, 
it will be difficult to get payment of ^c saymen thairafter, 
understanding weil the nature of the comons to be main 
facillie inhibit to retain thair dewties, nor for maHic 
chairges to pay the samen. Therefore presently by the 
tenour heroff, relaxes the said inhibition simplic, and or- 
danes lettres be direct to make publication heroff: and tq 
charge all and sundrie persons as are dew and addebt in 
payment of the saids thirds and victuals, to pay the samen tq 
^he comptroUaris collectors, to the effect that the samen 
may be ready brot in by thamc to the furnishing of our 
saidis Souverains house, cfter the form and tenour of the; 
saids lettres direct to that effect by the lordis of Counsal 
and Session, at the saids comptrollars instance of before, 
and under the pains cQntenet in the samen, quhilk her 
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hienes wills to have fiirder execution in all points : Not- 
withstanding the said inhibition presently relaxit and dis- 
chargit be her majestic as ^aid is. Council Re^ 

It appears that Mary was sufficiently attentive to the 
support of her household, notwithstanding the rape ; but it 
is ridiculous to talk of restraint or compulsion, when a privy 
council was held in b^ presence af Dunbar. 
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No. IX. Vol. I. Page 80. 

MELVIL^s error concerning the bondf, may be easily 
explained. None but peers were present at Ainstcj's sup- 
per, as tlie entertainment was termed, arid the bond was 
neither signed by the abbots, by the officers of state, 
nor by the burgesses, that sat in parliament. When the 
bond was again produced upon the eve of the marriage, 
Melvil was required, but refused to sign it ; (Mem, 
Pref.) and afterwards when he wrote his Memoirs, he 
would naturally imagine, that the signatures of the no- 
bility were not obtained till then. Guthrie suspects that 
MelviU's Memoirs were interpolated or altered by the edi- 
tor ; a conjecture which, after every enquiry, I can discover 
po MS. to confirm or to confute. They were first pub^ 
lished in 1683, by George Scott of Pitlochie, Sir John 
Scott of Scotstarvets younger son, by Melvil's grand-daugh- 
ter 5 and though he has certainly altered and modernised 
the language, no interpolations can be traced to other wri- 
ters, as jn Crawford's Memoirs. From the period at which 
they were published, 1683, any alterations must have con- 
sisted in the omission of unfavourable, or the insertion of 
favourable circumstances for Mary, to whom the author, or 
editor, is partial throughout. In this view, " seeing that he 
had ravished her, and lain with her against her will,** ex- 
hibits, in the last clause, the editor's comment on the Scot- 
tish rape or abduction of her person, which Spottiswood 
treats as a mere pretext, 202. 

That Melvil was a traitor because his father was executed 
in 1548, for his correspondence with his son in England j 
because he was recommended in 1559, by Throckmortou 
to Cecil •, or because he says in his Memoirs, tliat Rokesby, 
a spy, was introduced in i^66 to the queen } whereat 
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Rokesby says, that his introductory letter was delivered to 
Melvil, who was persuaded that he was one of her English 
partizans ; is a conclusion worthy of Goodall himself. , 
Melvirs account is confirmed by Randolph, that Rokes* 
by's practices were so managed by Andrew Kerr, and the 
bishop of Ross, whose name Whitaker (ii. 481) tenderly 
omits, that they cannot be discovered. Keith, Appendix, 
J 69. Rokesby was not then engaged as a spy by C^cil ; 
(Haynes, 445) and it appears that Lesly was his patron at 
court. But Rokesby testifies even then to Bothweirs influ- 
ence, *^ whom I might well perceive to be in more seciet 
favour with her than any other." Id. 447. This was in 
the interval between the murder of Rizio> and the birth of 
James. 
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No. X. Vol. L Page QS. 

Letter of James Beton the Archbishop cfGlasgow^^ 
brother^ to his brother^ Mr. Andrew^ to be given 
to the Archbishop, containing the proceedings in 
Scotland from the iith till the iph ^June, ^5^7^ 

Brother, 

Bnt. Mas. I *WR£T to jou the I |th of this present in^ic haist as I 

CaTs^fd.' think ye was little the wyser of my letter. Now haivand 

horn Mem. ^ commodetic and mair laiser to wret, ye $all onder^ 

stand (juhow the said day my Lords of Mortoqn, Mzr^ 

Hume, Lindsay, the Lairds of Tillebaime, Lowchlaven^ 

Baward,Grange,with sundrieoderis barronis to the nommef 

of nine hundereth or a thousand horsmen,' arryvit in tb^ 

morning about Borthwick, in deliberation to comprehend 

and tack my lord Duk, quha was in the said jdace with, tiie 

queen's majestie. My lord Duk hciring of this entcrpryse, 

thinking weill he suld be in mair sewrtie on the fields thai^ 

;n ane houss^ passit forth and red away ; quhairf(»r the sai4 

Lords being adyertysit retirit back to D^kaith, and thairfir^ 

that samyn neicht to Edinburgh quhair thay war resaivit 

notwithstanding any command send be th^ Queen's majestie 

in the contrair to the town or castell. The towp was war* 

nit of thair any ving and had been al} that day, fira the pro-i 

lify Lord clamation maid in the morning in the Queen's name by the 

of St. An-, advyse of the Lords,as was at that present in the town,tha( 

kn^f ™^ ^^ manner of men suld be in his best apparaill of armis, and 

^ 1^^' in reddiness to pass to, and relieve the Queen's majestie 

ioyd, my qdba was saigit in Borthwick by the foresaid Lords. The 

^aii<may Lords that was in the town com to the gait for the defence 

*»d Kqu. of the town; quha efter lang raisoning with the p^owest^ 
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hawwd promise of him that he suld keep and defend the 
town, and that thay sidd have na enteress, i^tirit thaimselfis 
to the castell. The oder partie being arryvet at the portis, 
thay of the town oppenit noucht the saids portis to thaim, 
^bot thay sufferit patientlie that thay war broken up. The 
hail assemblie being arryvit in the town^ thay causit razk^ 
ane proclamation at the market croce, the quhilks sensync 
thay have callit ane act : quhairoff ye sail receive the copic 
enclosit heir within. Sa sone as the Queen's majestie was 
advertysit that thay war arryvit in Edinburgh, she despcchit 
the young laird of Rires to the Captain of the castelljdeii 
syrand him to mak the foresaids lords commandement ttf 
retire thame furth of the town, and cause thame to depart 
be violence. He obeyit her in the first point 5 for I under*- 
stand he sent ane to thame ^okI schaw quhat was theQueen's 
m^esties will and mynd : bot to this hour he has nocht 
schot> npther at ane nor oder. Monsieur de Croc writ 
both to the Queen's maiestie and to the Lords that day at; 
morning, desyrand the lords to suffer him to cum tod 
$peik thaim. He 9chew to the Quein's maiestie quhow he 
had written to the lordls, and requyrit that it wald pleiss 
|iir majestie to adyertis him quhat sche wal4 command himj, 
to do in the caiss* Hir maiestie desyrit him, be hir ansowr^ ^ 

to speike thame and know of theim quhat was- thair inten* 
sion, and quhat thay wald be at. I red that laming mom<r 
ing to Borthwick to the Queen's maiestie, quhair I fend hir 
maiestie sa quyet that thair was noucht with hir pacing six 
or seven persons, and thairfira retumit to ipeik the captain 
ofthecastelL Hir maiestie in mennis claiths, butit, and 
^purity departit that saming neicht of Borthwick to Dun- 
bar, quhairof na man knew saif my lord Duk and sum of 
his servants, quha met her maiestie a myll of Borthwick 
^d convoyit hir Hieness to Dunbar. Upon tihe mom th^ 
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lordis jpassit to the Tolbuith and maid the foresaid act 

quhairofF ye fcave the copie, and thairefter cam to the 

Cwnzie houss, and twk wyth tham all cwny imis and char- 

The font of S^^ Ihone Achesone to delyver tham the font, the quhilk 

gold that 35 (j^^j ^gj. sewrlic advertysit he had resawit, to be stroken 

was send ^ ^ 

of England and cwnzit. He delyvcrit it noucht at that present, bot thay 
tising of got it afoir twa days thairefter. At thair returning fra the 
Prince cwnzy houss thay cam to Monsieur de Crocs logings, and 
spak with him as thay promeist to ane gentleman he send 
to thaim that day in the morning. Efter lang communica- 
tion between thaim and him, thay retirit thamsels to thair 
logings, and efter thair dinner retornit to the counsall, and 
, as men may juge be it that followit sensyn, resolvit thaim 

to persew my lord Duk in quhatsohiever part he was passit 
in. Thay causit that day to stryke the tabouring throuch 
the town, quhair thay promisit five pounds in the moneth to 
all that wald serve thame, I tarryit all that day in Edin- 
burgh, as quha was uncertain quhair to find the Quein's 
maiestie. I was sewrlie advertysit her maiestie departit the 
neicht afoir of Borthwick, bot I knew noucht quhair schc 
was passit to. Being advertysit that neicht at evin that her 
majestic was arryvit in Dunbar, Captain Anstrodair and I 
departit of this town upon the 13 day tymlie at morning, 
and passit to Dunbar, quhair we fand hir maiesty and my 
lord Duk niakand thaim for the feildis, wretand to all that 
wald do for thaim in their partis, to be in reddiness within 
24 houi^s to pass with thaim to Edinburgh. I was send 
back to this town that saming neicht, to the Captain of the 
Castill, and was commandit to remain still in the castiU 
with him and to persuade him, sa far as it lay in my power, 
to keep the castill to hir beheive, and to do his dewtie quhan 
tyme servit. Being arryvit in this town at ten hours at 
evin, I passit toMonsieur de Crocs logings, as being send to 
him, quhair I rcmainit the space of half an hour, and thair- 
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fra maid me to the castill. As I was in the way, being 

passit throch the watchis quha was on the . castill-hill> 

within 20 paisse to the Castil zet, the Laird of Tillebairnc 

and Raisyth quha was that neicht on the watche, hawand 

imderstud of my passand by thaim, cam with all possible 

diligence fra the watch quhilk, as said is, was on the 

castill hill, and brocht me back again. The Lordis being 

advertisit thairof, commandit the said Laird of Tillebairnc 

to'keep me till the mome ; and swa he lodgit me for that 

neicht. Upon the mome, at twa hours of the morning, 

thair trumpet blew and thay for the maist pairt maid 

thame till thair horses : my lord Hume and his companic 

to the nommer of four or five hundereth horse, towarts 

Hadingtown to discover the feildis, and se gif my lord Duk 

was in thais partis or noucht. The Lahd of Tillebairnc 

with ane hundereth horse or ma, towarts Laithchow to 

meet my lord of Atholl and the maister of Gr?iim (quha 

as was bruitit, could noucht halve passage throch the said 

town for my lord of Aberbrothok quha was in it to the 

nommer of four himdereth hors in deliberation to come 

and support the quein's maiestie.) The bird of Tillebairnc 

departand of the town, commandit sum- of his servands ta 

tak tent to me and keep me till his returning to the town ; 

quha being sum pairt negligent, passit furth of his chalmer 

to do some oder business, believing that I sould noucht 

remove till thair retoming again. I seeing myself at sik 

libertie,betwix 5 and 6 hours passit furth of the said chalmer 

to the Castill, quhair, being arry vit, I doit my commission 

as was commandit me by the Queinis majestic at 

hir (my) departing fra har. I fand the Captain very 

cauld in his answering to her majesties commandements. 

That day my Lord of Athol, the maister of Graim, my lord 

Sccretair, my lord of Revain at ten hours afoir noon arryvit 



Digitized 



by Google 



HO APPENDIX. 

in this town to the nommcr of twa htindcreth hors of 
better.' My Lord of Hume retomit again at twa hours 
efternone. That saming day my lordSecretair cam to the 
castell) at twa hours efter none, and spak with the captain 
the space of three hours. The Lords that wer irf the 
town being that neicht at 12 hours evin (informit) that the 
Qucinis maicstie and my lord Duk waS departit of Edin- 
burgh (Dunbar) at ten houris afoir none, and that thay 
war ahreadie com thi^ neicht to Had^gtoun> and was in 
niynd to com the hie way til £dinbin-gh to find thaim, 
thay causit blaw their trompets, and tuk all their' 
armis, and departit all furth of the town betwix tw* 
and thre after midneicht. Thay departit all forth of the 
on thair feitt> beleiving the Queinis maiestie and her 
companie was betwix thaim and Musselbragh. Bot being 
mair nor ane myle of the town, and being adv^iysit that 
the Queinis maiestie was nocht so neir, thay dend for thair 
hors, the quhilks being Broucht thame, thay lop on hejrs* 
bak aiyi marched forward towarts Musselbtogh. Tlmt 
. departit of the town with thaim on fiit mair near twa hrai-' 
dercth craft^ien of^the «aid town weill arnrit ; sax or seven 
scoir of fotmen that thay had luftit tht dsf afoir, and 
Captain Clark with sa many as he had luftit on his ^win 
expense, in deliberation to pass thaireftCT in Danmark to 
t thenommer of fourscoir of men or thairby. Upon thk 

^yd thay wer jugit to'be 18 lumdereth horsemen or better 
and four himdereth fotmen or ma, all the hail Companie 
put in gud order, thay marchit towarts Musselbrugh, quhair 
thay wer advertysit be thair foirryddars that the Queinis 
maiestfc and her companie was within ane myle to thaim* 
Thair was wyth the Queinis majestic the Lairds Blacatair, 
Woderbome, Langton, Ormistoun's of Teviotdale, and 
t«idfifl,li^itoun,Grinhaid,Cader,with.sundrieoder barrons 
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of the Mors aad Luiden and the haill commons'that wali 
ryse for her m thais partis. Scbe had wyth her twa hun*' 
dereth haybuttairs, cmder Captain Akxander Stewart and 
Captain H^w liauders charge. Her haill companie on hors 
and fut wus noucht nommerit to twa thousand n^o, of 
the quhilks the best pairt was commons ^ quhairupon the 
Oder part thay wer all gentlemen an4 weill in thair gair. 
Being com in seicht of oderes, the queinis , maiestie hir 
companie be-Eist Musselbrugh and the oder part be-West 
it, the Queins ms^cstie> my lord Duk, and thair companie 
marchit wyth all dfligencc to an auld forthe above Mussel- 
brugh ncir by the Fakyd, the qubilk thay occiipct, and 
thair plais&it 7 or B ^ices of artillerie, the qnhilk thay had 
tnroucht wyth thaim of Dunbar, '^'hc quhilk being persawit 
be the lordis of the adverse partie, thay drew thairselfis west- 
ward betwix the Queinis maiestie and Dakaith and thairfra 
keipand the heichest places and tha straintheast, cam W3rthiil 
Iftalfe of ane myle to tlmm: quhair the Lordis send furth sum 
prikkars wylling to draw on the scharmwichc. Bot the 
Qtieii:» majesty and my Lovd I>uk coatinit thair men and 
sufierit na^ of thaim to leave thair plaiceT My Lord Duk 
schot sum of hts artiUerieat thair prickkars, bot he hurt na 
man* Monstoor du Croc cam of the town betwix 7 and 
8 hours, amd red betwix the twa armes, doing that was in 
fab pofwcr to hrwsg thaim to sum gud way and appoint- 
ment. Qdbadr hawand traveUh the space of twa hours, he 
fastd him na nearer his purpose nor he was in the begin- 
ning. The liOrdis refusand all oder appointment less nor 
nqr lord Duk wald submit himsdf to thok an syse of the 
Kings slauchter, and that the Queinis n:iaiesty wald be con- 
tetttit thairwith, and render herself to thaim. The quliilk 
was plainHe refiisit, both by the queinis maiestie and my-_ 
Lord Duk. Swa Monsieur du Croc returnit hzk to the 
tdwn, betwix three and four hours, beleivand sewrlie that 
nathing mocht stay othej; of the parties to experiment and 
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. seye tliair fortune* Notwithstanding both the parties ttpoil 
dyvcrss respects temporisit. The Queinis maiestfe byding 
upon my Lord Aberbrothick, quhom hir Hieness under- 
stude to be on the way betwix that and Leichcou, and upon 
my lord Hcress, the lords of Lowchinvar and the Laird of 
Baldewist, quhahad, as I understand, promisit to meit her 
Hieness that day. The oder partie temporisit because the day 
was veray hait> and had the son in thair eie. In the mean- 
tyme thair was communers and talkers send £ra both the 
parties ; the Laird of Grange frathe Lordis and the Laird 
of Ormiston of Laudein wyth the Laird of Trabrowne fra 
the Queinis majestie and my Lord Duk. Efter lang com- 
muning my Lord Duk offerit him conform to the promise 
maid the day of his syi s, to faicht in singular battaill wyth 
any Lord or undefamit gentleman, to the effect that the 
great appcirance of blud schaidding betwix the twa armes 
metcht be stayit be that moyen. The laird of Tillebsurnc 
acdeptit the condition, and offerit to feicht in the quer- 
rail}, quhairintill the queinis majestie nor my lord Duks 
freinds wald na wyss consent in respect that thair was na 
comparison betwix thaim twa. The quhilk being rapported 
to the Lordis, my Lord Lindsay offerit him to faicht. Swa 
It was anes believit that all the haill querrell sould be rc- 
ferritto my lord Duk and my lord Lindsay. The queinis 
majestie was lang or sche could be persuadit to that, bot at 
the last albeit sche fand it noucht gud, sche consentit to it 
noucht wythout grat difficultie. Th^ir was 20 gentlemen 
in ether syd to see thair partes. The Laird of Grange being 
rctornit to the Lords wyth that anser, the Laird of Tre- 
browne was send sone efter him to knaw quhair the plaiss 
sould be appointit, and in quhat appareill thay sould cum to 
the feild, quha, at his retprning, rapported tq the Queinis 
Majestie and to my Lord Duk, that the lordis wald noucht 
suffar my Lord Lindsay to faicht, and to takali the hailt 
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bording Uj;>on him that was equallle thai^ and his; and 
swa that proposs stayit. Noucht the less I have heard 
sensyn that the Lcwrdis meinit noucht to stap my Lord 
Lindsay^ hot rather prayit him to be of gud hart and curage, 
ai^ was verie glad that he acccptit the condition. This 
was. betwix 7 and 8 hours at evin j fra quhat tymc the 
lords partie persaiyand the queines willing, to dryve tyme, 
was saj»nimate and sa willing to cum to straicks that wyth 
greit difficultic they nicicht be continit in thair order. On 
the odcr |)artie the queines majestie's folks haid na will of 
straickskij.bot tather was drawand thamselfs asyd and sum of 
thaioi steUIand away j quhairbie the queines majcstie was 
cox^dtrenit to cujn to sum. better composition, despairit 
oth^ to retire hirself and hir companie saiflle, or to mak 
iihr.p^ gud in battaill. Swa wyth all meines, sche per- 
suadit my lord Duk to loup on horsebak and ryd his way c 
the guhilk quhen hir majestie haid persuadit to him nocht 
wythqut gryt difficultie,. and he being ryddpn as thay sup- 
posit twa myles or mair, her majestie ofFerit to render hir- 
self to thame swa that thay wald promiss to do na harm to 
liir companie, hot licens ihame to retire thairsclfs without 
ony skaith. The quhilk being fund gud be the Lordis, 
thay causit mak ane proclamation incontinent defendant 
all that was of (thair) parte to persue or invaid any that 
was of the queenis parte. Quhilk being don the queins 
majestie cam to thaim betwix 8 and 9 hours ; all her com- 
panie scKtterit and red thair way. The lords broucht her 
majestie to town quhair thay arryvit at 10 hours. Thay 
io_git hir majestie in the Provests loging, foment the croce, 
upon the north syd of the gait. Hir majestie was keepit 
thair till the morne at 9 hours at evin, at quhat tyme thay 
convoyit hir majestie thairfra to the Abbay. Quhair efter 
sche had stayit the space of an hour, thay put hir on hors- 
bak, and haid hir all that neicht to JLonckUwin :. quhair 
\oL. II. I 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



IW APPENDIX. 

as I am informit thay intend to kcip klr till thay tai/cWi- 
preheddit my Lord Duk, or else put him fiirth of this coun- 
trie. Sche cam yesterday to anc windo of hir chahner thatf 
lukkit on the hiegait^ and cryit forth on the pepill quhow 
sche D^as halden in prison^ and keepit be her awin subjects 
quha had betrayit hir. Sche cam to the said windo sun- 
drie tymes ill sa miserable a stait> her hairs hingand about 
her, loggsf, & hir breist, yea the maist pairt of all her bodic, 
fra thetraist up, hair and discoverit^ that na man could hdc 
upon hir bot sche movit him to pitie and compassion^ For 
my ain part I was satisfiet to heir of it, and meicht nouch 
suffer to see it. Thay con^oyit her down the gait as said 
is, liiy lord of Athol on the ta syd of her, and my lord of 
Morf owli on the oder, wyth three or four hundereth men. 
Thair mefchit afoir hir the spaice of ane hundereth paisses 
four score hagbuttatf 5. Thair fs in* the anseign that was borne 
against hir the day sche ^as tacken, aAd was borne yester- 
t day amangs the saids hagbuttars, a^e mekle dethman be- 

syde» aWe grein trie, be the quhilk man thay signify the king; 
aiid on the oder syd of the said trie, ane young bamc, 
quh^irby thay rignify my k)rd Prince, fra quhas mowth 
thayr is wryttin m gryt letters (Juge arid revenge my cause 
O lord). Thay sufferit na man to ^peik till hir yesterday, 
or to curat quhair sche was, yea noucht hir awin maiddenis. 
Yet being yestemecht little afoir hir departure, havand to 
do in her cabinet, sche callit upon ane of hir maiddenis, aid 
commandit, or rather prayit her, to ether wryt or send some 
sewr messager to the captain of the castell, and desyre him 
to keip a gud hart to hir, and quhairever sche was convoyit 
- or past, that he renderit noucht the castell to the Lordis. 
Bot I think, and sa does sundrie ©deris, that sche sail gfet na 
support fra him ; for it appeirs weill that he hes intelligence 
wyth the saids Lordis, and thay wyth him, or else thay hed 
noucht cum to the town. Atour hir majestic prayit the 
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said maiddett to spelk to the Laird of Lidington of hir 
part, and pray him affectudie to haive piety and compas- 
sion of hir, and noucht to schaw himself sa extreme inliir 
contrair as he doit, t haif hard lytill or nathing of thair 
proceedings this day, as quha hes noucht passit furth of my 
chalmer, yet it is rapportit to me that thay haive comprc- 
hendit Bastien Pages the French man that cam laitlie haim 
heir be sea, and haif put him in the Tolbewth as ane of 
thaim as will be fund partackers and giltie of the kings 
slaughter. Thay tewk Captain Culaih that neicht thay 
enterit the town quha has bein ay sensyn in the Ims. 
Hiusfeir ye well. At Edinbrugh the 17th (S Juen 1567. 
Be yonr assurit Brother. J. B. 

My Lord of Sant androus my Lord of Huntlie wyth the 
rest of the Lordis that was in the catell partit furth of it 
the 15th day quhan the Lordi$ was all upon the felds, at 
9 hours afoimone ; and passit towarts Leichcow quhair 
thay beleivit to find my Lord of Aberbrothok and all his 
companie. 
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No. XI. Vol. L Page loo. 

Coppy of the Order by the Councill for Queen Marj 
her Imprisonriient in Lochkven. 

Apud Edinburgh Deciifto sexto die mensis 
Junij Anno D"^ millesimp qningesimoSex- 
agesimo septimo. 

Goodall's FORSAMEIKLE as efter yc schamfull and horrible 
murther of umq the King, the Quens Majesties lait husband, 
\ hir Majestic being revist with the erll Bothvile principall, 
and chief authors of ye said murther, and yrefter joyintwith 
him in maist ungodlie and dishonorable maner under tk 
name of ain pt^dit marriage, continweing in that state 
to the eminent danger of the innocent psson of our native 
princes life, and owerthraw and destruction of the nobi- 
litie and haill state of this common-well, quhill on just 
necessitie it behuvet the nobilitie and utheris faithfiill 
subjects to take armes for punishment and revenge of the 
said murther, aganis quhome come the said Erll Bothvile 
leidand the queins Majestic in his company, and schawand 
his murther and utheris wickit enormities fra punishment 
with the clak of hir authoritie, and refusand singular com- 
batt, fledand eschapit himself; and hir Majestic in the mein 
tyme willinglie riding in the company of hir said nobilitie 
and faithfull subjects fraCarbary hill to Edinburgh, quhair 
efter thai had oppeint and declarit unto hir heines hir awn 
estait and condition, and the miserable estait of this realm, 
with the danger that hir deirest son the prince stude in, re- 
quirand tliat she wald suffer and command the said mur- 
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tlicr and authors yrof to be punist, fand in her majestie sic 
untowardnes and repugnantc thairto, that 'rather she 
appeirit to fortefie and mentein the said erll Bothvile and 
his complices in the saids wickeit crymes, nor to suffer justice 
pas forward, quhairthrow, gif hir heines suld be left in that 
state, to follow her awn inordinat passion, it wald not faill 
to succeid to the finall confusion and exterminatione of the 
haill realme. Sua that efter mature consultation, be com- 
mon advyse, it is thocht convenient, concludit and decemit, 
that hir majesties person be sequestrat fra all societie of the 
said Erll Bothvile, and fra all having of intelligence with 
him or ony utheris, quhairby he may have ony comfort to 
eschaip dew punisment for his demeritis. And finding na 
place mair meitt nor commodious for hir majestic to remain 
into, npr the house and place of LocWevin, ordenis com- 
mandis and chargeis Patrick Lord Lindsay of the Byris, 
William Lord Ruthven, and William Duglas of Loch- 
levin, to pas and convoy hir majestic to the said place of 
Lochlevin, and the said Lord to ressavi hir thairin, and 
thair they and every ane off thame to keep hir majestic surlie, 
within the said place, and on na wiss to suffer hir pass furth 
of the same, or to have intelligence fra ony manner of 
persons, or yit to send advertisments or directions for intel- 
ligence with ony levand persons, except in thair own pre- 
sence and audience, or be the commandments and direc- 
tions of the Lordis under subscriband, or ane part of them 
representing the Counsall at Edinburgh, or utherwyss 
quhair they sail resort for the tyme ; as thai will answer to 
God and upoun thair dewtie to the common- weill of this 
country, kepand thir presents for thair warand. Attour the 
saids Lordis and utheris under subscriband oblige thame 
and thair airis fathfully, and promitts to the said Patk 
Lord Lindsay, William Lord Ruthven, William Duglas of 

l3 



Digitized 



by Google 



US APPENDIX. 

Hod^leviii and tKair airis, to rclcvc and keipstjiam? skaith- 
len of the rc^saying kcping and detcnying of the Quenis 
majesties person in manner forsaid;, and to fortcfic manteinc 
and defend ths^me fra aU Icvend Creatures, that in the lav, 
Of by the law, wald presume to pursew or invade thame for 

the samyn. 

Sic subscribetur 
ATHOLL MORTOUNE 

GLENCAIRN MAR 
GRAHAME SYMRYLE 

SANQUHAIR W. OCHILTREE 
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No, XII. Vol. I., Page 106. 

THE only remaining objection to this conclusion is the 
answer of some of the lords to Throckmorton^ in absence 
of the rest : ** How horribly the king her husband was 
Oiurdered ? What form of justice had been kept for pu- 
nishing thereof, or rather how scornfully a disguised mask 
was set up instead of justice ; how shamefully the queen 
pur sovereign was led captive, and by fear, force, and (as 
by many conjectures may well be suspected) other extraor- 
dinary and more unlawful means compelled to become bed 
fellow to another wife's husband, and ^o hiiQ iirhp not 
thr^ i^ionths b^Qre had in his bed most cru^ly murdered 
her husband, — and found such hap in an unhappy enter- 
prise that by the inu;r*d«r pf the babe's fether, he purchased 
a pretended nwyriag^ of the mother." Keith, 417. •* Other 
extraordinary and su)re unlawjful n^ns," refer, says Stuart^ 
to amatorious potions (i. 376,) »ay$ Whitaker, (iii. 1x7.) to 
stupifying draughts, wl|iGh Loyelace actually uses in Richard* 
son's Clarissa* But th^ fear, force, and the conjecture of 
other more unlawful means, refer to the marriage, not to 
the supposed rape, as they '^ compelled her to become bed^ 
fellow to another wife's husband j" a homely expression, 
by which the lords, unwilling to acknowledge that she was 
Bothweil^s wife, intimate the preten4ed marriage to which 
she was compelled. And the other extraordinary and more 
unlawful means, refer neither to ^^matorious potions nor to 
stupyifying draughts, but, according to the opinions of the 
^ge, to witchcraft 5 means more unlawful ;^nd extraordi- 
iiary than force or fear, to ^hich her extreme passion for 
Bothwell was ascribed by her enemies, as well as by her 
§riei>ds. In the first placard, her assent to the mufdcr, is 

14 
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imputed to *' the persuasion of the erie Bothwell, and the 
nuttehcraft of the lady Buccleugh ;" (Ande^on, ii. 156.) and 
in the Declarattoun of the Lordis Quanrell, a poem printed 
at Edinburgh 1567. 

Gifthat a freindwr/Ay^j;*/ away war led. 
Be wickit craft, syne tystit war till ill — 

Than Sen that bowdin hludy heist Bothwell 
Hes trayterously in myrk put downe our Kingj^ 
His Wyfe the Quene syne rauyssit to him sell, 
ti fylthie lust, throu cullour of wedding, 
Thocht sho he *witcheit wald in nittery ring,, 
The Nobillis sould nether of thir endure, 
That lowne to leif, nor her to be his huire. 

Dalzell's Scottish Poems, ii. 271. Edin. 1801. 

,' 
^ Twenty years afterwards, in BothweU'sTes^ment, forged 
for her vindication, her attachment is ascribed to enchant* 
mentyto which he was addicted from his youth, and by which 
he had drawn the queen to love him. Appendix xxxi. 
The gloss put upon her marrigtge by a part of the lords, was 
necessary from their situation then ; especially before the 
rest had determined, whether to concc«iU or to expose hcf 
guilt and deprive her of the crown* 
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No, XIII. Vol. I. Page 115. 

Letter from Sir Nicb.. Throkmorton to the right hono* 
rable Sir Will""' Cecil Knight on of the Queens 
Mats, prevye Counsayle and principall Secretary e. 

SIR me thynkyth the sd. LL. be on their way to make le of July 
an end of theyr matters with theyr Soveraigne amongst original 
themsellvs albeyt they kept bothe the Frenche and us in ^2^^ 
hand, for they cannot tell how to be rydd of theyr Queene pied by 
(wyche I mystruste they intend anwey or other) withoute ford,'*^" 
she consent j of the Frenche I kno them to be better in- 
clynd to serve theyr humors then we And fjmdynt they 
wyll thys coarse (notwithstanding ony threatnyngs of ony 
prynce) I mustc take hede that we lose them not holy, and. 
dryve them to be more French then they wold be, throughe 
theQ.Maj^ties sharpe impungyng theyr deseyeres. It were 
well don to make a vertu of necessyte, unless hyr Matie. 
ydil use arms agaynst them, And I see no happie end de- 
stynd unto us in these matters. To be playne with ,you I 
feare the end bothe for Gods dysplesure and for some un- 
aptness amongst ouer folkes to enter and prosequte the warrj 
To understand what hathe passed synce my last dyspatch 
of the xiiii of July, I do referr you to hyr majesties letter 
sent now, and so do humbly t^ke my leave of you. At 
£dynborougbe the xvi of July 1567. 

Yours to use and command 

N. THROCKMORTON, 

As yet these lords will not suffer Mr. N. Elveston, sent 
from my lord of Murray, to have accesse to the Quene, 
nor to send my L of Murray's letter unto her. 
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Sir Nicb Th^okmorttm to the Q. Maty. 

16 July T may please yer Majestic I did adVcrtyze by my Icttcrai 
ori ^n^ of the 19 of Julye how the Lordcs assembled at Edeubo- 
P^er roughe, had deferred myne audience and conference with 
thcm> untill the retome of the Earles of Marr and Glen- 
kerne and the rest of theyrc associates unto thys towi^c 
But perceyvynge the sayde Lordes absent dyde not myndc 
to make anye spedye repayre hether, I did emestlye presse 
theyr Lordes agayne to give me audyence, and the rather 
for that I saw theyre assembly agaynst the 20th of thys 
moneth drawe on, whereof I advcrtyzed yorMajestie in my 
last. Whereupon the 1 5 of thys moneth theEarles of AthoiH^ 
Moreton, the L. Hume, the L. of Lyddyngton, Sir James 
Boufor Capten of thys Castle and clerke of the Register, 
the L of Tyllyberne, and the L. of Cragpayller provost of 
thys toune dyd come to my lodgynge where (after ordy- 
narye salutacyone donne) I dyd reqayere them to heare and 
recey vc what I had to say unto them from yor matie. The 
Lordes desyred me to forbeare the openinge of myne in* 
structwns untell theyre halle companye weare assembled, 
notwithstandinge I pressed them to desyst from delayes, 
and so the sayd Lordes aimswered me, that albeit they cam 
at thys tyme to salute me, and byd me welcome, and to 
cntreate me to forbear to negotiate with them untill the 
rest of the 'companic weere assembled, yet to satisfye myne 
importunacye they woulde enter into negotyacun with me 
and so requyred me to declare youre Majesties pleasure, 
whereupon I did dely ver them your Majesties letter, and did 
declare unto them your Majesties instructions given unto me, 
jreservynge that article wche did concern the Frenche jind 
the ijlyenacyon of theyre mynds from dealyngs with tbem^ 
The lordes recey ved yor Majesties letter with great reyercncC| 
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and hard very attcntyvelye without intcrrupqron the hallci 
discourse of myne instructions: whereunto theye answered 
by the moiithe of the L of Lyddington (who sat hycst but 
the two Earles and the L. Hume) that they humblyc 
thanked yor Majestic that yt walde please you to deale so 
honorablye with them, whereby they had good occasyon to 
be well advysed on thyre answer to your Majestic, and there- 
fore theye thought convcnycnt to tell me, that they might 
not make answer to the matters proposed by me upon the 
sudayne, and so requyred m^ to take in good parte theyrc 
dclybcracyon of suchc matters as were conteyned and ut- 
tered by me in my instructyons at good length; and 
though they had agynst theyre oun dctcrmynacyon, and 
good order, for the satisfaction of my desyre, and to avoydc 
at yor majesties hands mysconceyvinge, adventured in the ab- 
sence of theyre Complices to recyve yor Majesties letter to 
readc the same, and to heare what I had to saye on yoiu* Ma- 
jesties behalf unto them, yet they requyred that bothc your 
Majestic would allow, and I would take in good part the sus- 
pencyonof theyre answer untill theyre assosyates were joyned 
with them. I replycd sayinge that though there were bothc 
noblenjen and wyse men absent, and such as I coulde have 
bene verye well contented should have harde what yor 
msttie had given me in charge; yet I- knew right well that 
assemblyc consystynge of such persons as it did, both for 
honor wysdome and credyt, had sufiycyent habylytie and 
authorytic as well to answer and resolve as to hecre what 
had been declared : and therefore I requyred them to ab- 
stejme from cercmonyous delayes,and to make me. answer to 
that I had declared on your Majesties behalf, and no longer 
to deferc my repayre to the Quenc theyre Soverayene. 
Than the Earle of Morcton answered and requyred me that 
•I woulde not thynke that they ment anye unnecessary de- 
cays, but did forbearc upon good advyscmcnte to make 
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innswcT to so mayne and weychtye cmttcrs as had bei:ii 
opened by mc on yor Majesties behaJfe, without the advyce 
dciyberacyon and consent of theyre fellowes : And there- 
with all the rest of the counsellors dyd, as it were with one 
voyce> confyrme what had been sayde by the Earle Moreton 
and the L. of LyddyngtQn, wherupon I was compelled to 
take this for an answer at thys tyn^. 

Then I entred with them concemingc the state of the 
B<Mrders> havynge recyved the same daye advertyzments 
&om Sir John Trotter of a great spoyll made upon the 
fronteyre of Englande by two hundred Scottes accom- 
ponyed with the fugity ves of Englande : the lords answered 
by the mouthe of the Earle Morton that they weere sorye 
cf such dysorders, and that they had given as good order 
as might be to keepe all things upon the frontyers in good 
st2ye> nevertheless the dyvysyon beinge so amongst them as 
k was, and Bod well the murderer favored as he was bothc 
opon the frontyers and else where, it coulde not be other- 
vyse but troubles would be raysed and nourished j and 
jsorc they wecre that the pryncypall authors of thys for- 
" reye weere eyther of Bodwells payrty, or set on by hys 
partye, who had no other meane to helpe hymself thoughc 
it weere but for a tyme but bye troubles, breatche of 
pcsiyce, and spolyacyon : notwithstandinge they dyd assurii 
use they would wryte to all the wardens and to all the 
leade men upon the frontyrc to conserve the peasce, and 
to ly ve in good order, and moreover theye woulde entreate 
the L» of Grange who had good credyt with all the bor- 
derers, and namelye with the L. of Farnehest his sonne in 
Jawe, to goe to the frontyeres and set all things in good 
staye, which dorme the sayd L. of Graunge should report 
fo the Lu of Bedforde to Berwyche to use hys advyce and 
cwacurrencye in the matter. 

An.l jt m*y please your Majestie, synce the wrytfcige of 
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*ny laste/ 1 doe understande the Qucne of Scothnde is hi 
greate feare of hyr lyfFe, and therefore hathc uttrcd to 
some of the LL. aboute her that she can be verye well 
contented eyther to lyve in a close nunryc in frauncc or 
wthe the oiilde Dougier of Guyse her Grauntmother, 

The Earle Bodwell hathe been of late with the Earic of 
Huntelye at Strawboggye in the north of Scotlande, where 
he hathe attempted to leyve force and to make somi styrre. 
But thoughe the Earle of Huntleye weereholden suspected 
to thayse men, he fynding Bodwell so lytle favored in all 
quarters, wyll not adventnre muche for hym. And now I 
heare saye the sayde Earle can be contented that BodwcU 
shoulde myscarye, to'ryd the Quene and hys sister of so 
wycked a husbande : whereupon I understand that Bodwell 
dyd hastielye retyre himself awaye from the Earl of HuEt- 
leys house in the night, into Spynaye the Busshope of Mur- 
reys bouse, where also yt is thought he vryll not make anyc 
ionge taryinge, but retyre himself to the Isles of Orkeneye 
wch bee in nomber 32, whereof the Q. dyd create hjnx 
Duke. But I heare saye theyse lords have geven good order 
to impeache hys entrye into thoose Islands, and namelyc 
bye the Brother of Sir James Baufor who is Captayne of the 
strongest place there ; the Bisshop also beinge at thcp 
LL. devocyon. 

The Hamyltons and the Earle of Argelle do begyn to 
enter into trafyke with theys Lordes, 

I doe heare saye the Hamyltons can be pleased with the 
Queues detencyon or a worse fate, and concurre with the 
LL. in all thynges, so as the crowning of the prynce nor 
none other act may defeat them of thyre possybylj^ie to 
the crowne, wchc theye feare by the settynge up of the 
house of Stuardes. 

Theyse Lordes have sent Robert Melavn over the water 
t« Loughe Leven to talk with the O. and the Lordes wche 
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have hct in g^e. At whose return as I can leame dnye 
thynge worthye yor Maties knowledge, I wyll not fayll to 
advertyze the same bye my nexte. 

The lord Roberte of Holyroodhouse, halfc brother to the 
Earle of Murraye, came yesternight to thys tounc well ac- 
companyed, and repayred to the Earle of AthoUs Lodgyng^ 
where all the Lordes sat in Coimsell. The said L. Roberte 
synce the begynninge of these last troubles hathe had no 
intelligence with theys Lordes untyll thys tyme, but hathc 
rather Concurred with the Hamyltons* 

As yet theys Lordes wyll not suffer Mr. Nycholas Elvo- 
ton, sent from the L. of Murrey to have access to the 
' Quene, nor to send my L.of Murreys letter unto her. Thus 
havyng non other occurraunts worthye yor maties advcr- 
tyzement, I praye Almighty God send yor Matie Longe 
lyffe encrease bf honor, and muche felycytye. At Edin- 
borougbhe thys i6th of Julyc 1567. 

Your Maties moost humble faythfull 

obedyent servaimte and subjectc 

(Signed) N. THRCmMORTON. 
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THE original act of council is lost or a missing, and an 
inacaurate English copy, found in the Cecil papers, is per- 
haps the only one extanti It is obvious that the mistake 
of andy for or, might have been committed either by the 
transcriber of the original record, by Haynes, or by the prin- 
ter, in transcribing or publishing the Cecil copy. From 
collating that copy with the act of parliament, in which the 
act of council is resumed, or engrossed verbatim^ Robertson 
proved its inaccuracy in other words; hltid^j^ for blindly 
affectionat, her proceeding in apriveit^ for her proceeding 
to an fretendii marriage with Bothwell, and all men abhor- 
ring their traine and companie for their tyrannie and com- 
panie. Whitaker considers these as merely Macgill's the 
Clerk Register's improvements in parliament, upon the 
language of Hay the clerk of council. But the clerk of 
council was invariably one of the deputy clerks of the I^ord 
Register, under whose inspection its records were frame4 » 
(First Report of the Committee of the House of Commons 
on the' Public Records, p. 39.) and an act intended to be 
converted into a law, when attested by Macgiil himself, 
and the whole council, was undoubtedly framed by the 
same hand with the act of parliament in which it was en- 
grossed. Such mistakes as bludy for blindlie^ priveit for 
pretendity traine for tyrannie, may be easily traced to those 
contractions so frequent in old MSS. which rendered the 
Scotch words unintelligible to an English transcriber. The 
confederates in their order for the queen's imprisonment 
in Lochlevin, (Appendix, No. XL) in their first bond, 
(Keith, 405.) and in their answer to Throckmorton, uni- 
formly term Bothwell a tyrant, and the marriage a pre- 
tended, not a private marriage ; and the context, that she 
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was ** sa thrall and swa blindly aflfcctionat to the private 
appetyte of that tyrane^ and that bayth he and scho had 
conspyrit togidder sic horrible cruelties^ being thairwithall 
gamissit with ane companie of ungodlie and vitious per- 
sonis," &c. indicates sufficiently that all virtuous men ab- 
horred, not their traine, but their tyrannie and companie. The 
orthography and inaccuracies peculiar to an English tran- 
scriber, may be traced in the act of council in Haynes, when 
compared with the act of parliament in Anderson or Good- 
all: Others for uiherisy fields iotfeildisy &c. in which the 
Scottish plural is uniformly omitted : " And generally all 
other things, &c. toweching the saidQuecne hir person, that 
cause and all things depending thereon ;" for *^ all uiher 
thingisy tuiching the said Queen and detening hir person that 
the cause and all thingis dependent thairon :" '* The intro- 
misfsion with disponing upon her propertie'' for *^ the in- 
tromission or disponing upon her propertye :" *' hir i^^o* 
novLTdblc proceadinge in a priveit," for " her dishonourable 
proceeding to ane pretendet marriage;" in which /rrvW/ for 
private jh evidently a mistake or Conjecture of Haynes or the 
transcriber, for the contraction of pretendit : ** holding and 
deteininge the same," for ** balding and detening the samin ;" 
" soddcnlie" for " suddandlie :" " persavinge the Queene 
' so thrall' and blud^/ affectionat," for ** ipewatting alswa the 
queue sa thrall and swa blindlie affectionat ;" " and that a 
part of the three Estates gif their selis heirupon^' for " ane 
part of the three Estates gaif their seillis thairupcn 5" " to 
be usit for the security of the noblemen and others having 
entrit in the cause," for ** having enteres (interest) in the 
said cause." These are evidently the inaccuracies of an 
English transcriber perplexed with the orthography and 
contractions of the Scottish act j and after such errors, the 
mistake of and for or is nothing. Robertson, ii. 368. Whit- 
aker, i. 293. 330. 
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THE authcntidty of this |Mtrliamcnt^ doounent it 
disputed by Whitakcr> because another " Account of Lord 
Herrics' behavioui* in the parliafneilt tS^Jt^ is ertcwQcous. 
But Argyle, Huntley^ and Hemes, were engaged in the 
associatioin for the queen at Hamilton (Keith, 436O and 
without their submission, would neither hate been admitted 
to their seats, nor would the two former have been chosen 
as lords of articles, or selected to bear the regalia, at the first 
parliament held in the king's name. Their submission there- 
fore is certain, and they protested for their own security, 
that no fault should be imputed to them for any cause 
begun or done since the i<:^h of July, for which the reg^t 
accordingly freely forgave them. The only material error 
which I have discovered in Robertson, is, the reliance in- 
advertently placed in his Dissertation, upon the other unau« 
thenticated paper, or the Account of Lord Henries' beha- 
viour, who made a notable harangue in the name of the 
duke and his friends (the Duke, Cassillis and Kilwinning 
being present) for their uUon and submission to the re- 
gent, that if the queen were in Scotland with 20,000 men, 
they would be of the same mind ; and hoping that Huntley, 
Argyle, and others, (not present) would do the same. Ro- 
bertson, ii. 339 — ^461. Hamilton, Cassillis, and Kilwiiming 
were absent, Argyle and Huntley were present at the par-* 
fiament 1567, and the Account is evidently a Paper of in- 
telligence from the north of England, to which, as to 
other papers we have met with, a conjectural and false 
date has been since assigned4 It relates to a convention 
tcldby the regent on his return from England 1568-9, 

V95. II. P 
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when the queen was not in Scotland^ when the duke and 
his friends (Cassillis and Herries) were all present^ and when 
Argyle and Huntley apparently were absent* Crawford^sMS, 
It is written In English not in Scotch, is signed by no onci 
and was found in the Paper-office, and not among the Cecil, 
or Cotton papers* TTiat it was forged and produced at the 
conference, requires us to believe, that Miuray would re* 
present the duke, (who had returned to England, on Eliza- 
beth's passport, during the conferences,) as present in Scot- 
land when he had notoriously rem:uned in France since 
the Raid of Beith. Wlytaker, iii. 1 7. 
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tetter firom Mr. John Wood to Cecil j dated Tork^ 
October ^h J 1568. 

SHIR— Atfer maist humble coihenddtion 6( my scr-F«>mthe 
irice^'pleis, I arryvit heif at Yorkc this fi7day tymlic in Paptr Of- 
the morning, and fand nothing done but only preambles to^^j.^^^^.^ 
the matter in hand. But that same day was the complaint ^^^ 
given in be those that standeyth hcyr for the part of the 
Q. our souvrayns mother against my lord regent, and the 
utheris for die king> who were desyrit to have answered 
this day: butt when thair defence behooffyt to haif includit 
theaccusaition and tryali of the Q. in the cause of the 
murther, the whole noblemen heir, on the king's party, gef 
in thii* headis quhilks I am as^u^ed cumis to your handis 
to be resolved of ; and albeit all us think it neidfiil to be 
resolved, yet in so weighty ane cause I might judge with 
your pardon that the delay of ansuering to the accusation 
proposed is of dyverse ment dyverslye, and all wald suyr 
and he that sees maist the danger, dois fear and stay quhil 
he may resolve quhilk way is surest, as oft I have pro- 
poned this danger : now when it is at the pynche, I maist 
humbly beseych you Sir to consydder of the danger the 
delay may bring on so wechtye and so necessarye ane causey . 
and lett not (so far as in your wisdome lyeht) ceremonyes 
stay and utterly undoyn so godly and so good ane work 
begoun, for I dar assur you that thir things being resolved, 
that in furtherance of the rest of the cause the word of 
the Evangile sal be accomplyshed, et erint novissimi priifii 
et primi &c^ And seeing now thai ar proponit, yff thay sail 
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not take playn and clear resolution, It may mar all the 
cause; for as I oft haif said, I fynd men to be men, and the 
most part of the world to propone sensyble suyrtye to con- 
science and honor boy th ; Besyds, my lord Hereis dois not 
cvin heir ceyse and forbear to augment sinister suspitions 
of the outfalling of the matter, and ^peiks plakily ;md amply 
as to it : Last, Jhcoie of Baton at his last downcumyng 
brought sex thousand crowns to Bolton ; yflF yai wer angels 
thai wald fiiye abroad, and as yai ar no, I cannot but,knawin 
the nature of men and the liberalite of the hand that hes 
tbayme, bot be afrayed of the harme thay may do^ yff not 
fully to let, yitt to prolong and stay att all hands and in 
all places quhan yai may serve the turn : heir for Shir re- 
mem^r my eralst desyir andlett the.suyreremeid quhilk 
I shew you be haistallye prowydit in so gryitt an cause. 
This far I am bold to trouble your honor, and craif emestlye 
to understand that it wald pleas theQ.majestie to encourage 
fcarfiill spreitts; and then ye wald persave the trewth waW 
quikly appeair, quhilk all honest harts man traist the rest t» 
your wisdoms guid consideration, and so I humbly tak my 
kifcomitting your honor to the protection of God, from 
York tlje ix of October 1568. 

Your honors to command at Service 
doringlyiff 

M. JHONE WOOD.. 
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In abridging the numerous papers, which I have occa- 
sion to recite, I frequently adhere to the original words : 
for the fidelity of the abstract, I must appeal to the apo- 
logists for Mary themselves. Tytler, however, has affirmed 
on the authority of this commission, that Mary, before she 
ij^reed to the conference, had insisted (on) and got Eliza- 
beth's promise, that neither Murray nor his associates, should 
be admitted to her presence, any more than Mary herself. 
Tytler, i. 1 08-21. The words of the commission are, 
" Knawing that the nobilitie of this realme are to assemble, 
and the matter maybe proponit in publick, we are resolute, 
considering the matter that was spoken and promisit, that 
during this conference, the Erie of Murray principal of 
our rebels, suld not come in the presence of the Queue our 
gude sister, mair nor we : but be the contrair he being res- 
savit and welcomit unto hir, and wc ane free princess not 
having access to answer for our selves, as he and his com- 
plices ; thinks therefoir ye can proceid na farther in this 
conference 5 for ther may be some heids proponit quhairto 
you can not answer of your selfis, unless we were there in 
proper persoun, to give answer to the calumnies quhilk may 
come in question aganis us, swa that partiality appeirs to be 
tisit manifestly." Goodall,ii. 184. " Considering what wa? 
spoken and promised," refers to the assurance of Elizabeth's 
favour, in consequence of which, she was resolute, thatMur-^ 
ray should have no more access than herself ; and she con- 
cludes, that her commissioners should dissolve the confe- 
rence, not for breach of promise, which they never ventured 
to insinuate, as no promise was ever mad^, but for manifest 
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partiality as they could not answer to the calumnies (of 
which she was fully aware) unless she were there in person. 
In her intercepted letters to her partizans in S^otlandj the 
informs them indeed, that the conference was broken upon 
account of Elizabeth's breach of promise, " not to permit 
the Earl of Murray to come to her presence afoir the con- 
ference was endit, and mairover ther $uld be nothing don 
to the prejudice of Mary's honour, estate, or right." 
Haynes, 504. But the whole letter is filled with the most 
extravagant fictions, and as the last promise, for the preser- 
vation of her honour, is certainly fal^e, so the first is refuted 
by the uniform silence of her commissioners at the con- 
ference. It appears ifrom Haynes (490) that the commis- 
sioners for the Queen of Scots, and the regent and his 
assistants, being called to the queen's majesty, her highness 
thought good to join more in commission to the former 
commissioners. Murray was admitted therefore as a com- 
^lissioner, as the queen's were also admitted, to consent to 
the commission being enlarged, and transferred to West- 
minster. Anderson, iii. 25. The complaint of partiality 
therefore, because he obtained an audience before the con- 
ferences were renewed, was a mere pretext, not employed 
to prevent the renewal of the conferences, but reserved to 
prevent the accusation, or the evidence, against the queen» 
Hume, V. 141. note K. 497. 
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. IT was from the Minutes of this da/s proceedings In 
Mary's register, that Tytler ventured to give Hume the lie, 
(page 45. first edit.) for which he was afterwards so severely 
chastised. Tytler in his subsequent editions, has softened, 
and almost suppressed the charge ; but it is observable that, 
wIl^ he accused Hume of falsehood, he durst not give a 
feir quotation of the minute itself. After Mary's commis* 
siona:^ had shewn their instructions, for answering the ac- 
cusation, and ** desyrit the Quenis Majestie to cause thame 
have sic writingis as wei producit aganis thair maistrcs, be 
thair Maistres's adversaris," he suppresses t:hc conte^Kt, 
^* And adhering to the protestations nmid be thame of befoir^ 
find upon the conditiounis containit in thair writingis, thair * 
maistres wald mak answer thairto." Goodall, ii. 282. - 
Their former protestations were those of the 25th of No- 
vember and 3d of December, to answer to nothing touch- 
ing her honour : the conditions contained^ in their instructions 
or writings, which Tytler has also omitted, were, " that 
the presence of our gude Sister, be permitted us to declair 
the justice of our cause to herself and no uther, not having 
consented to the assembly and convention of commissioners 
to uther effect, than to inform them of the veritiej"(id. 284.) 
and Tytler, in his abstract of the Conferences (i. 1 36-70,) 
conceals throughout, that Mary refused to answer, unless 
admitted in person before Elizabeth, contrary, as Hume 
observes, to her practice during the whole course of 
the conference, till the moment the evidence of her 
being an accomplice in her husband's murder was unex** 
pectedly produced. Home, v. note N» In the proceedings 
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of the 7th of January, the same conditions are silently in- 
troduced, " that she wald answer, &c. conform to the 
writingis presented of befpir Jn her nam^,^ and .under these 
reservations, not to answer^ touching her honour, nor to 
any other but Elizabeth in person, she demands inspection 
or copies of the letters, (Ooodall, ii. 297.) which Tytler 
maintains throughout, were unconditionally refused. The 
truth obliges me to declare that Tytler did not understand 
the controversy, but wrote like a lawyer pleading from his 
brief; selecting what was advantageous for his client, not 
soHcitous to discover, or to ascertain the truli, ^* Verum 
in opere suscepto, nisi officio decsse vdlem, aequc mihi 
flagitiosum silentium, quam mendacium ipsum feit Titan<» 
dum/' Thuanus, i, 40* 
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From Mr. James Melvile's Life-y MS. 

** THAT September (1582)111 time of vacance, my undQ 
Mr. Andrew, Mr. Thomas Buchanan and I, hearing that 
Mr* George Buchanan -was weak, and his history under the 
the iire^ passed over to Edinburgh anes errand to visite 
bim, and to see the wark. When we came to his chamber, 
ve fand hun sitting in his chair, teaching his young man 
that served him in his chamber, to spell a b, ab, e b, eb, &c* 
After salutation, Mr. Andrews sayes, I see, sir, you are not 
idle. Better this, i[uoth he, nor steiling sheep, or sitting 
idle> whilk is ab ilL Thereafter, he shewed us the epistle 
dedicatory to the king ^ the whilk when Mr^ Andrew had 
read, he tauld him that it was obscure in some places, and 
wanted certain words to perfect the sentence. Sayes he, I 
may do na mair, for thinking on another matter. What is 
that ? says Mr. Andrew;. To die, quoth he. But I leave He wastd- 
that and mame ma things to you to help. also of 

^* We went from him to the printers warkhouse, whom rood's an. 

we fand at the end of the 17th book of his chronicle, at a "^e^ to his 

' ^ Buikdc 

place whilk we thought very hard for the time, whilk Jure Re^ 
migh^ be an occasion of staying the haill wark, anent the 
burial of Davie. Therefor, staying the printer from pro- 
ceeding, we came to Mr. George again, and foimd him 
bedfast by his custome ; and asking him how he did ? 
tven going the way of weil-£are, says he. ]Mr. Thbmas 
his cousin shows him of the hardness of that place of his 
starie, that the king would be ofiended with it, and it 
might stay all the wark* Tell me^ man, ^ys he, giffi 
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have tauld the truth ? Yes, says Mr. Thomas, Sir, I think 
sa. I will bide his fead and all his kins then, quoth he. 
Pray to God for me, and let him direct all. Sa, be the 
printing of his chronicle was ended, that maist learned, 
wise and godly man ended this mortal life." 

Buchanan's dedication of his history to James is dated 
August 28th 5 this visit was early in September, and as 
Buchanan died on the 28th of that month, the history, if 
printed, was certainly not published before his death. Ac- 
cording to Melvil's MS., the printing was just finished 
with his life, and his final repentance must have hap- 
pened in the interval, betwe'en the visit and his death. 
His Detection was an anon3rmous pamphlet, easily disa- 
vowed, had he been so inclined. But that he had fire-' 
gently lamented to James, those calumnies in the Detec- 
tion ^ich he has transcribed verbatim in his history ; that 
he wished, when it was too late, to retract those calumnies 
in his history, which at that moihent were under the 
press, but which he was afraid to retract kst it should be 
ascribed to dotage; are obvious, and incoherent fictions 
to conceal hb impenitence, or his refusal perhaps to sup- 
press any part* of his writings when required by James. 
Thuanus's information, that he was required by James, 
but refused, to retract what he had written of Mary, is con- 
firmed by his traditionary answer ; ** Tell him I am going 
to a place where few kings can come." Mackenzie's Lives 
of Scottish Writers, iii. 180. Bayle's Diet. The king, in 
consequence of the Raid of Ruthven, (August 2jd) was 
detained at Perth 5 but Lennox remained at Edinburgh 
till September 5th ; (Calderwood, iii. 15 15) and his earnest 
application to Gourie, two months afterwards, for the ori- 
ginal l<;tters from Mary to Bbthweli, (Robertson, ii. 381.) 
renders it not improbable that he made a similar applica- 
tion from the king to Buchanan brfore his death. Ruddi- 
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man In his Animadversions on his opponent, John Love, 
quibbles miserably upon the authority of Melvil's Diary or 
Life, till his bigotry fairly consigns Buchanan to hell, which 
the humanity of his biographer has softened and suppressed. 
Ruddiman's Animadversions, i j. Ch^lmer'!? Life of Ru^-- 
diman, 230. 

The story of Buchanan's repentance was revived ki 1714, 
by the author of the Life of Sage, who received it in a letter 
from Sage himself, who had it from lady Rosyth, an old 
lady, who had it from David Buchanan, an old man, who 
was present, and an car witness to Buchanan's confession. 
As Sir George Buchanan of Buchanan died in 1651, 
lady Rosyth, his daughter, might have conversed with 
David Buchanan, the editor of Knox's history, before his 
death. David Buchanan, however, was the second son of 
William, fourth laird of Arnprior : John the first laird 
was killed in 1547, at the battle of Pinkey ; Andrew the 
second laird was alive in 1560 ; but that his great grand- 
son was old enough to witness Buchanan's confession in 
1582, is altogether incredible. Again, David Buchanan 
published Knox's History in 1643, sixty-one years after 
Buchanan's death. His elder brother John was killed in 
the Irish massacre, 1641 j his younger brother William 
fought as a captain at the battle of Inverkeithing, 1651, 
and he was alive himself, cultivating letters in 1649 j 
facts utterly incompatible with his presence as a witness at 
Buchanan's confession. Buchanan's Family and Surname 
of Buchanan, 35 — 61. Nicholson's Scot. Hist. Library, 75. 
That confession should have convinced him of Mary's in-* 
nocence; but the continuation of Knox's History, which, 
as it is found in no preceeding MS., must be ascribed to 
David Buchanan the editor, is written under a strong im- 
pression of her guilt. Sage was probably ignorajit of 
Pavid Buchanan's Treatise De Scriptoribus Scotis lUusr 
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tribui I (MS. Adv. Lib.) containing an account of Buchanan, 
in which the author would not have omitted^ had he wit- 
nessed, the circumstances of his confession and death. 
Spottiswood, who was seventeen at Buchanan's death, was 
equally ignorant of his repentance and confession, which 
James himself, to whom it was frequently uttered^ and from 
whom Camden's information must have proceeded, durst 
not insert among his invectives against Buchanan in hii 
Basilicon Doron. Such confessions are the usual resort 
of party: at the instigation it is said of James, who fur^ 
nished the materials, a recantation was once forged for 
Calderwood, on a report of his death, which he survhed, 
however, to refute ; and Sage, though silent in his contro* 
versial works concerning those confessions, has been made 
to vouch for another, of Henderson the covenanter, whicb, 
from Baillie's letters and the declaraticms of the gener^ 
assembly, is demonstratively false. 

Having mentioned Spottiswood, whom I seldom quote, 
let me bestow just approbation on his memory as an histo^ 
rian. Of the same age nearly with James, he conversed 
and lived with Mary's contemporaries, and had every op- 
portunity to refute Buchanan if his facts were false, and 
every inducement to misrepresent them if true- When 
desired by James to undertake his history, Camden's An- 
nals must have taught him what was expected 5 yj^ 
though he blames Buchanan for the bitterness of his 
writings, he adopts his facts, of which nothing less than 
contemporary evidence could have convinced him in op* 
position to his inclination and interest. Buchanan's nar* 
rative receives the strongest confirmation, when exposed 
to the same test both by Thuanus and by SpottiswoocJ* 
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No. XX. Vol. I. Page 252. 

FLETCHER of Salton suggested to Ruddlman (Ani- 
madv. 56.) that the Detection was not translated by Bu- 
chanan, and Patrick Anderson, (Hist. MS,) aflSnns that 
it was translated by another into the Scottish tongue. The 
title itself informs us, that it was *^ translated out of the 
Latine quhilk was written by Mr. George Buchanan 5" and 
numerous examples might be produced to prove that the 
translator was an Englishman, who has not always under- 
stood the originaL The first is from Ruddiman ; " nam et 
liMHs propositis et picturis," (alluding to the placards and 
pictures after the murder,) whichBuchanan would not have 
translated, " for baith by buiks set forth," instead of bills 
stuck up, nor any Scotsman who knew that no books had 
been published on the subject then. Ruddiman's Bucha* 
nan,i. Dctectio. 30. The same mistake occurs in the Action, 
where Wilson repeats the word, ^* de libellis cxdem coar- 
guentibus," which he translates by " buiks accusing the 
slauglxter." When the queen went to Jedburgh, ** ad con- 
vcntusjuridicasibi habendos," is translated, " to Xh& assizes 
there. to be haldcn j*' an English term never known in Scot- 
land, where the assize invariably signified the jury, and 
where the assizes were denominated circuit courts. ** Tarn 
vehemens dolor simul omnes corporis partes afflixif," and 
again, ** ILventes pustulas toto corpore eruperunt tanto cum 
dolore," are translated "all the parts of his body were 
taken with a sore ache^^ " and certain black pimples broke 
out with such a sore ache*^^ but that the word was neither 
used, nor understood in Scotland, appears from the St. 
Andrew's edition, ^n which it is al]tered to, sic a sairyuii,znd 
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sa great d yuth '* Dangerous for bringing tlie child f 6 i 
rheumy^ a word unknoT;»n in Scotland, and the situation of 
Holyrood house, " being set in a low place and a very 
tnarisV^ are an old English idiom and an English wori 
** Confictis causis neque satis justis neque idoneis ;" ** by 
fayning certain ^o/irf and scleiidef causes 5*' in wiiichyo/w/for 
trifling, is neither a translation of the Latin, nor agreeable to 
the Scottish acceptation of the word. *^ Cum uxoribus co* 
mitum Atholiae et Marriae ;" ** with the wives of the ea-les 
of Athol and Murray^ a mistake which no Seotsmstei, who 
knew the distinction between Mar and Murray, could have 
Well committed. "ConveniuntadcomitemArgatheliaeqood 
is rerum capitalium perpetuos questor esset;'* which a Scots- 
man who knew his office, would have expressed by hereditary 
justice general, is translated literally, with the same circum- 
locution, " for that he is by inheritance the justice to deal 
with suqh crimes punishable with death." ** Ad consilium 
publicum judicum ;" " to the common assembly of the 
judges," instead of the court of session. ^' Though they 
touched some men shrewdly ^^^ which recurs in the Detection, 
• •* to give naughty men shrewd occasions," and in which the 
acceptation of shrewd is unknown in Scotch. *^ Difiertur 
questio in speciem, revera suprimitur," is translated pro- 
perly, *^ the enquiry for manners sake was adjourned/* but 
ds that word was unknown, or little used in Scotland, it was 
altered in the St. Andrew's edition to continued^ the legal 
term for the trial being deferred. *^ It Was KilligreVs hap to 
mar the play," an English word altered in the Scotch edi- 
tion to, ** spill (spoil) the play, and Unvisoi* all the disguis- 
ings." Evcxy whit, God wot, for the noiice, expressions 
peculiarly English, are converted into, every quhit,Godwakf 
' for the nanisy in the Scottish edition. ** Ante quem diem 
judicium peragi volebant," is translated, " before quhilk day 
they wald nedes have the arrainenunt dispatched j" *^ ut vcl 



Digitized 



by Google 



APPENDIX; U9 

ifsi Skdessent vA prdcurikons mitterent,'* ** or to send theif 
proctors 'y ^^^ Comes Cassillissas cum mulctam solvere mallet," 
** triying rather to pay his amercement" arc terms of English 
law, for which the technical words in Scotland, t^ere /«- 
dicimcntf procurator y mulct or amandm *^ Majestatis erat dam- 
hatus," *^ attainted of treason," for which the only Scotch 
word is forfauked ; ** non secus ac si in fiscum rdata fuis- 
sent," ** as if they had, upon atteinder, come to her by for- 
faiture j- * the terms and procedure of the English law, not 
of the Scotch, in which the goods fell by escheat or con- 
fiscation, upon a sentence of foorfaulture. 
: But the Detection and the Action are both translated into 
old English, in imitation of Scotch ; as ech for iliy anely for 
only, banes (banns) for bandis in the Scottish edition. " That 
Bothwell might be gorgiousty beseene;" (right well beseen, 
Spencer) '* she pastimed there certain days j" "to disteyne 
with the maist foul spot of that shameful act ;" *' to divert 
the blame thereof," in the Detection; " the crime diverted to 
others,*' in the Action : ** to observe decorum and comely 
convenience ;" " not governed by advised reason^^ (advised 
respect, Shakespeare ; advised determination. Hooker) are 
elegant combinations or phrases to which the Scottish dialect 
had not attained. Rathesty the obsolete superlative of Rath, 
soon, converted in the Scotch edition, into Ratherest (Tyr- 
whit Gloss.) quhilom, the old English nvhileom (the Scottish 
umquhile) altered in the Scottish edition to sometymes ; go 
to, fga tOy in the Scotch edition) forsooth, certes, perdy, 
arc peculiarly English ; disfurnishedy surceaseth nat ; *^ to 
her own only bed and pleasure •,** " that she had not played 
XiMrdauncing shity" (from skittish,) are words unknown in 
the Scotch of that age* " Prometheus his liver daily gnawen 
and tyerit upon by an eagle :" to tir in Scotch is to strip 
naked, (Douglass Glossary,) but to tire in old English is to 
pluck or feed upon, in the manner of birds of prey, (Tyr- 
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wliit,) <^ and like an emptj eagle tire on tlie fle^ of tad 
and of my son/' Shakespeare. To purse t^ his past bju« 
ries % purse the substantive is pose in Scotch ) adveuUrer old 
English for adulterer^ to which it is changed in the Scotdsh 
edition ; ** but I beshrew that same Slilligrew ;" by and bj^m 
the Scottish edition^ incontinent ; Tbetfis Lane^ for the 72^ 
rawy all demonstrate an English translation in imitation of 
Scotch. The orthography is as imperfectly Imitated as the 
language ; cauld for culd^ nat for not, moucht for mic^i 
weir for wer, and altho the qu is invariably used in quhas^ 
quhilk, quhen, yet quhile invariably dgoifies while imtead 
of unttlly and quhilom and quhence are rejected in the 
Scottish edition as unknown words. 
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Na. XXI. Vol. I. Page 264. 



LETTERS. 

Memorandum. That In the castcl of Edenburgh thcnr 
was left by the Erie Bothwell befoire his fleing away, and 
was sent for by one George Daglish his servant, quho was 
taken by the Erie Moreton, one small gilt cofer nat fully 
ane foot lang, beyng garnishit in sondry places with the 
Romaine letter F under an kyngis crowne, quhairin were 
certain letters and writynges well knawin, and by othes to 
be afiirmit, to have been written with the quene of Scottes 
awne hand to the Erie Bothwell. 

Buchanan's Detectiok. 



Vol, U-^ 
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L£TTER I. 

^ (uther ^) letter to Bothwelt^ concerning the hate ^ 
hir husband and practise of hii murder. 

Eitant party du lieu ou Pauoh laissi mon atuTi il se peak ayse^ 
rnent iuger quelle estoit ma contenance^ veu ce qui peult vh 
£Orps sans coeuty qui a este cause que iusques h la disnee u 
n^ ay pas tenu grand proposy aussi personne ne s^est voulu ai* 
uancefy tugeant bten qu^il n^yfdsnt ion. &c. 

. BEYNG departit from the place quhaire I left my hart, 
k is easie to be judgit quhat was my countenauncc, seing 
that I was even asmickle as ane body without ane hart, 
qtihilke was the occasioun that quhile dinner time I held 
purpois to na body, nor yet durst any present thamsclfi* 
unto me, judging, that it was not gude so to do *. Fowcr 
myle ere I came to the towne, ane gentleman of the Erie of 
Lcmiox came and made his commendations unto me ^y and 
. ^ . . - ■ ■ - ^ - - 

• Ut/jer.'] This is the second letter in the English edition, 
from which the letters and sonnets are printed, as the nearest 
to the original* But the Scottish orthography is imperfectly 
preserved, as the English printers relapsed perpetually into 
their accustomed mode of spellings which was rejected, from 
the same cause, in the subsequent edition at St. Andrews. The 
Latin and French translations may be found in Buchanan, 
Jebb, and GoodalL 

- So to do."] Apparently inserted in both versions, by the En;;- 
11 sh translators at Westminster, in order to render the sense 
explicit, as the^same phrase, so to do, occurs in the next sen- 
tence of the English translation. Similar amendments, at 
Westminster or afterwards, will occur in the sequel. 
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^he idng Letter written from Glasgow frotfi the Queen ^ 
of S^ots to the Earl BothwelL 



A 
A 



English. 

(Tliism Btiricigh^ hand.) 



BEING goA from the place where I had left mjr heart, 
it may be easily judged what my countenance was, consider* 
ing what the body may without heart, which was cause 
V • . . • • • that till dinner I had uscdlittle talk^ 
neither would atly body adventure himself thdreuntOythifiic- 
ing that it was not good so to da. 

Four miles from thence a gentlemiui of the Ear! of Lenox 
came and made Us commendations and excuses unto mt% 

3 Made his cammmendations vp^onuJ\ Quoted by Tjtler, 
(i. 227.) as peculiarly Scotch. To make my cow^imentt^ is ^ 
Scotticism frequently used ; tomiii^my comrnrndiamSf seMom 
!©r never. " After," and, " with my most hearty recommeof* 
dations,*' are the common expressions in the letters of the age; 
and of sixty instances to which Whitaker appeals, (ii. ]3»n.) 
the French phrase, make my commendations t occurs but thrice ; 
twice in Sadler's letters, and once in a letter from Baillie, a 
rieming accustomed only to write in French. (Murdin, 17») 
It would be strange indeed, if in all the State Papers, Scotch 
and English, which he and I have examined, the literal trans- 
lation of, me fait set recommendations^ if a common Scottish 
phrase, should occur but twice ; except in a letter from a 
foreigner full of French idioms, and in a single letter from 
Mary to Bothwell. 

L2 
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cxcusit hym that he came not to mecte me, by reason he 
durst not enterprise the same, because of the rude wordes 
that I had spoken to Cunningham, and he deslrit that he 
should come to the inquisition * of the matter that I sus- 
pectit hym of. Thys last speaking was of hys owne head ^, 
without any commissioun. I aunswerit to hym that there 
wes no recepte could serve against feare ^ and that he 
would not be afrayed in case he were not culpabill, and 
that I aunswerit but rudely to the doubtis that were in his 
letters. Summa, I made hym holde hys toung, the rest 
were Jang to .write 7. Sir James Hammeltoun met me, 
' quho schewed that the uther time ^ quhen he heard of my 

* InquUition.2 An obsolete French term, equivalent then ts 
enqucte recherche^ (Cotgrave, Diet, .de I'Acad.) the judicial en- 
quiry, or Inquisition of Hiegate. 

y ^ Of hys owne bead,'] Quoted as Scotch by Tytler, ( ibid. ) who 
forgets the French phrases, de sa tite^ de son chef sans commission* 
" Get auteur ne dit rien de son chef" Diet, de P Acad. 

^ There was no recepte could serve againste feare.] Quoted also as 
proverbially Scotch, as if Mary's reply to Lennox, in a Scottish 
proverb, when repeiated in a letter, could render that letter ori- 
\ ginaily Scotch. The Scottish proverb is, " There is nare- 

medie for fear but cut off the head;" (Kelly's Scotch Prov.) 
the French, " On pent bien guerir du mal, mais on ne sauroit 
guerir de la peur ;" (Diet, de PAcad.) and these proverbial 
expressions in the letters, supposed to possess such curious fe- 
licity and spirit in Scotch, are either common to modem lan- 
guages, or peculiar to the French, from which the whole pas- 
sage, as well as the phrase in question, is evidently derived. 
Je lui disois qu^il n^avoit ancun remede qui pouvoit servtr contre U 
crainte ( an expression equally proverbial in French and Scotch ) 
et qu^il n^auroit point de peurs*ilne se trownoit pas coupahky et qneje 
tie repondois que vertement aux dovtes qu*il fit dans ses leftres i m 
which the variations of the English version, " that he had no 
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that he came not to meet me, because he Aarst liot entcr-t 
Jirizc so to do, considering the sharp worcjs that I had* 
spoken toConyngham, and that he desired that I would' 
come to the enquisition of the facts which I did suspect 
him of*. This last was of his own head without commis- 
sion ; and I told him that he had no reccipt^against fear, 
aad that he had no fear, if he did not feel himself fauky. 
And that I had also sharply answered to the doubts that he 
made in his letters as though there had been a 

meaning to pursue him. To be short, I have made him 
hold his peace ; for the rest it were too long to tell you. 
Sir James Hamilton came to meet me, who told me that at 
another time he went his way when he heard of my coin- 
fear,** (n^avoit point de peur) " if he did wot feel himself (se troU' 
vol^^ faulty," " the doubts tliat he made^^ (qu*iljit) sharply an- 
swered,*' point out the precise idiom of the French original. • 

^ The rest were lang to write,'] Le reste seroit trop long a vous 
dirtf as in the English version ; and the Latin summay which 
recurs so frequently, and was then prefixed to the sum total 
of accounts, is indisputably a substitute for the Frenph word 
iommey in short. " Somme, elle nous renvoya au roy, sur ses 
termes de lui dire le tout." Murdin, 237. 

* The uther time.'] Qu* autrefoisy formerly, of which the literal 
translation, " the uther time," perplexes Whitakerto discover 
upon what former occasion it happened, ii. 27. Buchanan 
informs us incidentally, that when she had returned to Stir- 
ling, in the beginning of January, " quotidie se Glasguam 
ituram ostendent,"(349) upon which occasion Lennox, suspi- 
cious that his son was poisoned, and that he himself was in 
danger, left Glasgow, not on her arrival, but upon the report 
of her coming, of which she received the first intimation on 
her arrival now. And from this circumstance the forgery is 
inferred, because there was no preceding journey which would 
Jiave rendered the present intelligence unnecessary. 

L3 
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coming, he dcjlbrtit awaj^ and sient Houstoun |o sdiawhym 
tSat he would neyir haye bckvit that he would h?ve pursuii 
hym, nor yet accbmpancit hym wyth ^ the Haimnekonis. 
He aunswerit that he was (mely cum but 4q see nae, aad 
that h^ would ^eyther accompany Stewart npt HasniltQim 
but by my ^ymimandement. He desyrit that he wouUi 
cum a^d speake with hyi^, he rdfUwt it^ The Lvd of Lusc 
Houstoun and Cauldwellis sonne> wyth xl| horse or ^hair- 
about came and met me. The Layd of Luse sayd he wa^ 
chargit to ane day of law '**, by tl^e Jiingis father, quhilk 
should he this dayj^ against his owi^e ha^d writ, qi^iilk he 
hes. And yit notwithstandyng, knowyng of my cumyng 
it is 4dayit, he was inquirit to cum to hymj quhilk he re- 
fusit, and swearis tjiat he will indure nothing of him. Nevip 
ane of the towne " came to speak to n^e, quhilke causis me 
thinke that they are hys, and neverthelesse he speakis gude, 
at the least hys sonne ^K I S:ee na uther gentleman but thay 

9 Accompaneit hym fvythJ^ S* accgmpagncr aveCf ass^CTated him- 
self with the Hamiltons* It is observable» that suivrey the 
word that preceded it, is differently translated, ^* to pursm^^^ 
and to follow^ in the two versions ; bu^ that the Scptch is erro- 
neous, appears from the answer. That he was only come, in the 
English version that he was not come, tut to see me, each ^ 
literal translation of qu'il n^ 6toit venu que ppur m^ voir, and 
that he would neither accompany Stewart ][ior Hamilton but 
by my commandment ; from which the question implies, not 
that he yroyjld pursue Lennox or the Stewarts, but that he 
would follow and accompany himself with the Haxniltons. 
The Scotch translator mistaking this for the applanation of ^ 
former passage, in the English Versiou ** as though there had 
|)cen a meaning to pursue him,'-' omitted that psussage as un- 
necessary or as less explicit. 

^^ Ane day ofla^,'] Though i^ot uncommon at the time, this 
expression, which recurs in tlie second letter, is evidently trans- 
lated in both versions, from un jour de lot, a court or law day. 
(Cotgr.) quhilk should be this day, qui devoitctre cctjourd^bui-U* 
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lAg, and Hoi, he'sei^ unto hhn Houstoun, to tell him that lie 
wcmld not have thought that h^ would have followed and 
accompany himself with the Hamiltons. He smswered that 
he was not come but to see me, and that he would not fol- 
low Stuart nor Hamilton but by my commandment. He 
j^yed him to go speak to him, he refuses it. The Lord 
Luse^ Houstoun, and the son of Caldwell, and about 4a 
horse, came to meet me, and he told me that he was sent 
to one day o law from the father, which should be this 
day, against the signing of his own hand writing, and that 
imowing of my coming he hath delayed it, and hath prayed 
him to go see him, which he hath refused, and swearing 
that he will suffer nothing at his hands. Not one of the 

■ ' ■ ■ I II I M l I ■ . I .11 I I I I I I I I I I l» l>l» 

" ^evtr one of fie towne.'\ In the Scottish edition, « thai 
town ;" Glasgow, where the queen then was, which is pro- 
duced by Whitaker as an indisputable detection, ii. 36. At 
the utmost, it would amount only to an erroneous tran^tion 
iAcetU viUcf that, instead of thb town; just as ce corps^ in the sou- 
nets, is rendered this body, instead of tbau But the black letter 
contraction, though minute and indistinct, is evidently y% 
when compared with others, four and sixteen pages afterwards, 
and the English version, " the town" removes thfe mistake* 

" Nevertbeksihe speakis gude, at the least hys sofjfte.'J Here the 
difference of the two versions may be ascribed to the queen*s 
haste, and the obscurity of the original. Pas un do la ville me 
vint purler, ce qui me fait penser qu'ils sont a lui, et ainsi ilt 
parlebten^ au moins son fils, which the Scotch translation would 
render, « nevertheless he speaketh gude," and the English 
with more diffidence, " tliey so speaketh well of them." Whe- 
ther or not she meant, as an additional proof that the towns- 
men were his, that they spoke well, at least of the son, or that 
though they were his, he spoke fair, as least the son, the Latin 
translator guessed at the first, ** pncterea loquuntur bene sal- 
tern de filio," as the only meaning of wbifb the passage ^jrs^ 
t>usceptibl^r 
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; of my cumpany. The kyng sent for loachim ycstcmigliti ' 

and askit at hym quhy I lodgeit not bcsydc hym.*^, and 

that he would ryse the soner gif that wcr, and quhairfoir 

I come, gif it was for gudc appointment *^, and gif yc wcr 

thair in particular, and gif I had made my estait '^, gif I 

had taken Pareis and Gilbert to wryit to me, and that I 

•fliiiberer would send Joseph ^way. I am abashit quho hes ^chawin 

iS*niwl2t^ hym sa farre, ^lea he spake evin of the mariagc of Bastian* 

wpoiithi***. I inquirit hym of his letters, quhairintil he pJayneit of the 

crueltic of sum, aunswerit that he was astonyshed, and that 

he was sa gladto see me that he belevit to die for ^^ glad* 

^3 Btsydc hym,'} Prh delui, as in the English version, "nigh 

to him." 

'* Gtf it was for gudc appointment.] St pour Ban appotntement\ 
(torn the obsolete word appoinier yto accommodate, or terminate 
amicably. (Diet, de I'Acad.) Appointment was formrfy used 
in Scotch and English for a treaty or public accommodatiop, 
(Goodall, \u 184. 226, 384- Beaton's Letter, Append.) but a 
word expressive of Mary's situation withl)arnley,is employed 
in the French idiom and obsolete acceptation, of a reconciliar 
tion pr accord made between friends fallen out ; ( Cotgrave. ) as 
in Mary's celebrated letter on Elizabeth's amours, " Le comte 
d'Oxford n'osoit ce rapfolnUr auveques sa femme," Murdin, 552* 

'5 Made my estait,'] Another example of a phrase significant 
Only in French. Uetat d'une maisch, signified then a list of 
tbe officers of the household,^/r^ un etat, to make or settle the 
list of the household ; (Cotgr.) which the English translation 
pmits as unintelligible, and the Scotch has litf^rally transcribed 
from the French. Wilson, the Latin translator, percerved and 
preserved its meaning*; " an familiae catalogum fecissem," 
which the French translator has rendered, " quelque rolle dc 
domestiques," " expressing all that he found in the Latin," 
through which the original idiom was not percepiible. But 
Whitaker, conscious of the original idiom, of which he was 
f^lly apprised by lord Hailes, (Miscel. Remarks, 20.) arbitra- 
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town came to speak with me, which maketh me to think 
that they be his, and they so speaketh well of them, at 
least his son. The king sent for loachim and asked hinf * 
why I did not lodge nigh to him, and that he would rise 
, sooner, and when I came, whether it were for any good 
appointment that he came, and whether I had not taken 
Paris and Gilbert to write, and that I sent Joseph. I wonder 
who hath told him so much even of the marriage of Bas- 
tian. This bearer shall tell you now, upon that I asked him 
of his letters. And where he did complain of the cruelty 
.of some of them. He said that he did dreme, and that he 
was so glad to see me that he thought he should die, in- 
deed that he had found fault with me. 



Tily converts it into officers of state ; or into ** one of those ab- 
surdities which crowd the letters, or marks of forgery inserted 
by chance," ii. 42. 407. The precise meaning is ascertained 
however by the king's enquiries concerning the alterations in 
her household ; the admission of Paris (not as Goodall sup- 
poses to write, but) as her chamberlain, and Gilbert (Curl) 
as her secretary, the departure of Joseph ( Rizio's brother) 
?ind the marriage of Bastian with her confidential maid. 

'^ Sum<what upon this.'] The marginal note in the English edi- 
tion^ >sras probably an omission, not of the original, but of the 
Scottish version, in which it was inserted on the margin, a$ 
^he English translation preserves it in its proper place in the 
text. Whitaker's conclusion that the note waB superinduced 
after the letters were shewn at York, (ii. ^T.) is founded on a 
mistalce already corrected, (supra, ch. iv. n. 22.) of the Scotch 
Extracts for the English Abstract, both of which we have ai^ 
nexed to these letters, 

^*^jphat y^^belevit to die for gladness.] Qu'il pensa mourir 
de joie ; but the whole sentence, in both versions, is indispti- 
tably French. Je Tenqais de ses lettres ou il se plaignoit de la 
icruaute de quelques uns ; repondit qu'il revolt, .et qu'il etoit 
^1 joyeux de me voir, qu'il peisrta mourir dP joi«« * ' 
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ness *f h^£|iHi great fault that I was pen&ive, I departit to 
supper, thys bearer wyll tell you of my arrivjrpg^lie prayit 
4|(^ to relurne, tKe quhiike I did, he declarit unto mc hjs 
skkoess'^ and that be would make na testatne&t but ouel; 
fetf all tbyng to me, and that I was the cause of hys malady, 
liecause of the regrait that he had that I was so strange 
unto hym ''• And thus he sayd, ye aske me quhat I 
foeyne by the crueltie conteynit in my letter, it is of yon 
alone that will not accept my o£Fer!$ and repentance. I con* 
Jesse that I have &yled, but iu)t into that quhiike I evcf 
denyit, and sic lyke hes fa;^Ied to sundry of your subjecds, 
quhiik ye have forgeven *^ I am yong. Ye will say that 
ye have fbrgiven me oft times, and yet that I retumc to my 
^ultis. May not anc man of my aige for lacke of coundae 
falltwyse, or thryse, or in lack of hys promyse, and at last 
repent hymsejfe, and be chastised by experience ? If I may 
obteyne pardoun, I protest I shall never make fault ^^ 
^gayne. And J crave na uther thyng but that wc may be 
^ bed and bovprd together a$ busb;^l4 and wyfe, and if ye 
wyll not consent heirunto, I shaU nevir ryse out of thyi; 
J)ed. I pray you tdl mc ^our resolution. God knowes how 
} am punishtfor ms^ing my god of you, ^^ and for having 
|io uther thought but on you, and if at any ti^ne I ofitn4 
you, ye are the cause, because quhen ^nf offendis me, if 
for my refuge I niight playne unto you, I wouldc speake it 
unto no uther body^ but quhen I heare any thyng, not 

« - I ' ■ " .1. ,1 , . , 1 I ...... I I — . ■ " '■'! II. H 

*^ Ifyi sickness.] Son mal^ translated ^ri^/* in the one, an4 
sklncts in the other; as his maladie, sa wfiladii^ is reordered 
in the English version. 

'9 Because of ths regrait that he had that I was so stgjage 
pnto hym."^ A coi^e du regret qu'U avo'U que je lui ctois si etrangei 
alienated from hira. 

^^ Qufiili yi have forgeven*'} In the English, well pardpnc4 
tjiem,^us l^ur ave;t li^nfan^n^L 
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I went my vay to sup. • . . This bearer slial) t^ 
yoit of my arriving. He prayed me to com agsiyn^, wl|ld| 
I 4id^ and be told n^e his grieff an4 that be WQul4 inake no 
testanient, but leave all un|o me, and th^t I was ^ause of 1^ 
ldcknes$ £m: the ^^rrow be had, and that I was so ^trang^ 
unto bun. And (said he) you asked xne what I meant ii| 
ii|y fetter to speak of cruelty, 1% was of your cruelty) who 
irill not ;iccept my oflSres and repentance. I avow that I 
baye don amtsse> but not that I have also always disavowe4t 
^nd so haye n^any other of your sut](je^» and you have 
well pardoned them. { ^m young. Tou will say that you 
bave al$o pardoned me in my time> bift that | retufii to my 
£|ult. M^y i;ot a man of my s^ge, for want Cff council, £ul 
twice or thricCf and mi^e of p^^qmise, and at the last repeal 
and rebuke himself by his repentance f If I may obtabi 
this pardon, I protest I will not make feqlt ^iga^n^ and I ^ 
nothing but that we n>ay be at bed and table together a« 
husband and wife, and if you will not| I will never r^e frooi 
this bed. I pray you tell me your resolution hereof. Go4 
kno^eth that I am punished to have made my Gpd of yoi;^ 
^nd ha4 no other mind but qf you, an4 when I offend you 
son^e time, you are cause thereof i^ for if I thought whe^ 
any body doth any wrong to me th^t I might for my re- 
source niake my mc^m thereof unto you, I will open it to 
fio other ; but when I hear any thing, being not familiar 
^ith you, I must keep it in my mindj and that troubleth 

*" / shall nevfir. make fault <if^yw;?.3 Potrefaute^ not to commit 
a fault, bvt to fail, disappoint, or shrink f<-om y (Cotgrave.) 
and Damley, who had failed twic^ for Jack of counsel or in 
lack of promise, protests, if he may obtain pardon, never, 
fairefaute^ to fail or disappoint her in his duty again. 

** Making my god of you,"] Pour vous fairt mem Sen. To 
make his god of one, is neither Scotch nor English, but tbf 
French phrase, « l\ ^t\ fait son 4ie^«'* P^ct. de T Acad. 
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beyng familiar wyth youy nccessitte constrcyncs mc t# 
kcpe it in my breast. And that causes me to tyne my wit 
for very anger. I aunswerit ay unto hym *3, but that wouldc 
be ouer long to write at length. I askit quhy he would 
pa$sc away in the Inglishe schip, he denycs it and swearcs: 
thairunto, but he grantes that he spake wyth the men. 
After thys I inquirit him ^^- of the inquisitioun of Hiegait^ 
he denyit the same quhile I schewd hym the very wordcs 
was spokin. At quhiike tyme he sayd that Minto had 
adverteist him that it was sayd that sum of the counsel!- 
had brought ane letter to me to be subscrivet to put hym 
in pressoun, and to slay him if he mayd resistence. And 
he askit the same at Mynto hymselfe, quho aunswerit- that 
he belevit the same to be true. The mome I will speakc 
to hym uppoun thys point. As to tjie rest of Willie Hie- 
gaits he confessit it. But it was the mome after my cumming 
or he did it. He wald very faine that I should lodge in 
hys lodging, I reftisit it, and sayd to hym, that he behovit 
to be purgeit, and that could not be done here, he sayd 
to me, I heare say ye have brought ane lytter wyth you, but 
I had rather have passit wyth you. I trow he belevit that 
I would have sent hym away presoner : I aunswerit that I 
woulde take hym with me to Craigmillar quhair the medh- 
cinar ^5 and I myght helpe hym, and not be farre from my 
Sonne, he aunswerit that he was reddie quhen I pleasit, so 
I would assure him of hys request. He desires no body 
to see hym, he is angry when I speake of Walcar and sayis 

•^ — ^ : — 

*3 / ansitfeAi ay unto hym. 3 Jc lui repondis toujours. To avoid 
a, multiplicity of notes, many intermediate idioms, which it is 
impossible to quote, are referred throughout to the reader's 
discernment. 

' ^^ After thys I enquirit him of the inquisitioun ofHiegast.'] Apres 
Tela je Penquis de Pinquisition de Hicgate. In Mary's letter to 
Elizabeth, August 26. " Enquirex-vous s'ils n'cstoyent a Dum- 
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my wItts for anger. I did still answer him, but that Ishatt 
be to long. In the end I asked him whether he would go 
•in the English ship. He doth disavow it, and sweareth so, 
but confcsscth to have spoken to the men. Afterwards I 
asked him of the inquisition of Hiegate, he denied it till 
I told him the very words, and then he said that Minto sent 
him word that it was said that some of the councill had 
brought me a letter to sign to put him in prison, and to kill 
him if he did resist, and that he asked this of Minto him-» 
$elf, who said unto him that he thought it was true* I will 
talk with him to morrow upon that point. The rest, as 
-Will Hiegate hath confessed, but it ^vas the next day 
that he came hither. In the end he desired much that I 
should lodge in his lodging. I have refused it. I have 
told him that he must be purged, and that could not be 
done here. He said imto me, I have heard say that you 
brought the litter, but I would rather have gone with your- 
self. I told him that so I would myself bring him to Craig- 
miUar, that bis physicians and I also might serve him with- 
out being far from my son. He said that he was ready 
when I would, so as I would assure him of his request. 
He hath no desire to be seen, and waxeth angry when I 
^peak to him of Wallcar, and saith that he will pluck his 
cars from his head, and that he lieth, for I asked him be- 
fore of that, and what cause he had to complain of some 
of the lord^, and to threaten them. He denyeth it, and 



fries avec eulx," (1568, Caligula, c. 1.) and in her letter to 
archbishop Eeton, written in Scotch with her own hand, " Hie- 
gate, being enquyritf in our council, o/'his communication had 
with Walcar,'* (Keith, pref. 8.) the same phrase is introduced 
on the same subject, four days before lier letter to BothwelU 
*i Medicinar.'] Le midecin. Medicinar I believe is seldom 
to be. found. 
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that tie sh^ plucke the careS out of hys hieaci**, an<ll tliat 
he ly^s ; for I inquyret him upoun that> and that he ^zs 
angry wyth sum of the Ibrdis, and would threaten them, 
he denies thatj and $ayis he luifs tham aU, and prayes me to 
geve trust to nothing against him, as to me he Wald ratha^ 
geve hys life or he did any displeasure to me "7^ And afte^ 
thys he shewd me of so many little flatteries, so couldly, 
and so ^^slie **, that ye will aba$h thereat. I had alnuust 
forgot that he sayd he could not doubt of me in this pur* 
pcisc of Hiegaittis, for he would never belcve that I quho 
was his proper flesh would do hym any evill, alsweill it was 
schawin that I rrfusit to subscrive the same *9: but as toanj^ 
tithers that would pursue him, at least he should sell hys life 
deare enough, but he suspected no body nor yit would not, 
but would luif all that I lufiit, he would not let me depart 
fro hym, but desirit that I shoulde wake wyth him. I make 
it sceme that I beleve 3° that all is true, and takes heed 
thereto, and excusit my selfe for this night that I could not 
wake ; he says that he sleepes not wdl, ye saw him never 
better nor spcike mair humbler. And if I had not a pniif 
of hys hart of waxe, and that mine were not of ane dya* 



^^ Plucie the tares out of hys head.1 Arracher les oreillesde \t 
t&Ci which is literally translated in the two versions. Our ver* 
nacular idiom is to pluck out his eyes, and to pull his ears, or 
to cut tlieni off. " Thereifore wald God I had his eris to pull ^'* 
(Oawin Douglas's Virgil, Prol. 1. iv.) and in these minute di- 
versities of idiom the original language is easily discerned. 

*i Rather geve hys lyfe or he did any displeasure to m^ .] Plc« 
^ dornier sa vie que de me falre quelque dlplatstr* 

*' Shewed me of so many little Jlatteries, so couldly and so wyis- 
lie.] M'a tant montrede petites flatteries, s'tfrmdement et sisagt- 
mutt ; of which the import can only be discovered in French. 
Whitaker replies, that tantum minutarum additionu^ il 
equally Latin ; to avoid the sole point in dispute, whether the 
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Sfldth that he had ak-eadj prayed than to thinlc no tuch 
matter of him. As for myself he would rather lose his lifo 
than do me the least displeasure; and u&ed so many kinds 
of flatteries, so coldly and so wisdy, as you would marvyle 
at. I had forgotten that he said that he could not mistrust 
me for Hiegate's word, for he would not believe that his 
ownself (which was myself) would do him any hurt^and 
indeed it was said that I refused to have him let Uood, but 
for the others he would at lea^ sell his life deare ynoughe^ 
but that he did suspect no body, nor wold. But wdd love 
all that I did love. He wold not let me go, but wold have 
me to watche with him. I made as though I thought all to 
be true, and that I would think upon it-*and have excused 
myself from sitting up with him this nighty for he saith 
that he sleepeth not. You never heard him speake better 
nor more humbly ; and if I had not proof of his heart to 
be as waxe, and that mine were not as a diamond, no 



Scotch " heschawedme of so many little flatteries," is an idiom 
derived from a French original. " So couldly and so wyislie/' 
sifroidemetit et si iagement j in vrYiich frotdement^ chiefly used in a 
figurative sense, signifies " d'un maniere s^rieuse et reserve ;'* 
(Diet, de I'Acad) not, as Whitaker supposes, so coolly and 
wisely, but in a manner so serious and prudent, as would 
astonish Bothwell. 

*9 Refush to suhscnye the same.'] The passage refers to Minto*? 
preceding information, that a letter to imprison Damley, or to 
slay him, K he made resistance, had been brought to the 
queen. But the English translator, not perceiving the refer- 
ence, mistook signer for saigner^ and from a passage in the next 
letter, converted the queen's i:ipfusal to sign the warrant, into 
a refusal to have him let blood. The difference not only demon* 
strates that the English is not derived from tl^e Scotch, but^ 
that the two Vjerstons are both derived from a French original. 

3* Make it ieemfUfO^J betcveJ} Faire sembl^nt jiio le croice. 
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rnODt, ^uJiainntiU no shot can make breach 3% but thai- 
quhilk comes forth of your hand, I would hstvc almaist 
had pitie of hym. But feare not, the place shall holdc 
nnto the death ^^ Remember, in recompence thereof, that 
jr^Miffer not yours to be wonne by that false race that wil 
^travell no Icssc with you for the same* I beleve they have 
bene at schoiis together ; he has ever the tear in his eyc^^v 
Be salutes every body, yae unto the least, and makes pitious 
caressing tmto them, to m^e them have pitie on hym. 
Thys day hb father bled at the mouth and nose> gessc 
^uhat presaige that is. I have not yit sene hym, he kcepes 
hys chamber* The kyng desires that I should geve hym ** 
meate wyth my owne handes. But geve na mair trust 
quhair you are than I shall do here. This is my first jor- 
ney^*, I shall end ye same to morrow. I write all thynges, 

3^ Of ant dyamont, quhairlntill no shot can make breach.} A 
heart of wax, or of diamond, are harsh, and hardly intelligible 
conceits; hwXyeux de aV^:, tender, easily melting, (Cotgrave.)^^!/r 
de cirey fickle, inconstant, as in the sonnets, " Vous depeignfez 
de cire mon las ! cmur ;" un caur de diamant, a heart, not of dia- 
mond, but of adamant, are familiar in French. I could have 
pitied him, says Mary, si je n'ai pas une preuve de son caurde 
ciref et que le mien n^etoit fas d*un dtamant ou rial trait peutfMn 
hreche que celui qui vient de vos mains. 

Depuis le jour que la premiere^^f^A/?, 
De ton bel ceil m'avan^a la douleur, 
Et que sa blanche et sa noire couleur, 
For^ant ma force, au canr mejireni brechc* 

Ronsard's Amours, 1. i. son. 27. 

And Mary, who knew the fickleness of Darnley's heart, and 

the tenderness of her own, that it was not of adamant, hai 

adopted this last conceit from Ronsard, whose verses were uo" 

doubtedly in her contemplation at the time. 

3* The place shall holde unto the de/ith.J La place dendrajus- 
qull la raort. ; 
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stroke but coming from your hand would make me but to 
have pity of him. But fear not, for the place shall con- 
tinue till death. Remember also in rccompence thereof, 
not to suffer yours to be won by that false race that would 
do no less to yourself. I think they have been at school 
together. 'He hath always the tear in the eye. He saluteth 
every man, even to the meanest, and maketh much of 
them, that they may take pity of him. His father hath 
bled this day at the nose and at the mouth, guess what 
token that is. I have not seen him, he is in his chamber. 
The king is so desirous that I should give him meat with 
Vny own hands, but trust you no more there where you are 
tlian I do here. This is my first journey, I will end to- 

33 He hes ever the tear in his eye."} Quoted by Tytler as a 
Scotch proverb, though literally from the French phrase, II a 
tottjoursla larme a VaiL " I beleve they have been at schools toge^ 
tber** je crois quails ont hi a Tecole ensemble, is equally un» 
known in Scotch, though proverbial in French; vous aliez tons 
a la vcitme ecole, you all join in the same story, or play the 
same part. Miscel. Rem. 23. See Ferguson's Scotch Pro- 
verbs, 1598, and Kelly's, 1721. in which no such proverb i% 
to be found. 

^^ That I should give him.'] The king, not as Whitaker sup- 
poses, that she should give his father meat with her own 
hands, ii. 122. 

35 This is myJirstjoTnej,] C*estma premi^reyWr««?V, her first 
day^s work, in which the French idiom and word are preserv- 
ed. Tytler maintains that z journey still signifies a day's work 
in England, and Whitaker, (each reasoning ab ignoto) asserts 
that it signifies the same in Scotland. It occurs in Chaucer 
and Wmton, when the language abounded in Norman French, 
and in tlie Complaint of Scotland, where it signifies a military 
inroad or battle. But the original meaning of the word i^ 
lost when compounded m journeyman zndjoumeyivor/c, which 
Tytler quotes ; and Tijjurn^y for a day's work, is to b$ founi 
in no other letter or composition of the age. 

VoL.IL M 



Digitized 



by Google 



16^ APPENDIX. 

hbwbcit thay be of littill S«^eight, to the end that yd itef 
take the best of all to judge iipon. I am in doing of a 
werke here that I hait greatly. Have ye not desire to 
laiiglh ^* to see me lie so weill, at the least to dissembill so 
Weill, iand to tell hym truth betuii handis. He shevvd me 
almaist all that is in the n^e of ^^ the byschop and Su- 
dcrlarid, and yit I have never toucheit ine word of that ye 
^hewd me, but allarielie by fdfce flattering 3^, and to pray 
hym to assure hymselfe of me. And by playftiing on the 
byschop, 1 have drawn it all out of hym 39. Ye have heard 
the reit. We arc coupled wyth twa false races, the devill 
sunder us, and God knittc lis togethcf for ever ^, for the 
jUaist faythfuU couple that ever he unitid. This is my 
fayth I will die in it ^'. Excuse if I write evill, ye may 

36 Have ye not desire to laugh. ] N'avez vous pas envie de rire. 
" 37 Jn the name of.] Au nom de, in the bishop's behalf in the 
English version, where the idiom is dropt. 

3* By {orce Jtattering.'] Not as Whitaker supposes, "of ne^ 
cessity flattering and to pray him," (ii. 130.) but a literal 
translation of the colloquial French phrase, force argent, forcfc 
ble, force amis, a power of money, &c. mais seulement ^zx force 
(de)^atter et le prier de s'assurer de moi ; and the English 
Versibft, " by mtlch flattering,*' confirms this remark of Lord 
Hailes. Miscel. Rem. 21. 

39 Drawn k all out of hym.'] Here the difference between the 
two Versions affords a convincing pr6of of the French original. 
After two unsuccessful attempts to substitute Something equi- 
valent, the English gives us the French phrase iferbatim; tiref 
les uers du nez ; while the Scotch adheres to the words, *^ I 
have drawn it all out of liim ;" but rejects the proverbial idiom, 
ks vers du nez, as UxlintelUgible when translated. The passage 
rciers apparently, not to Stewart bishop of Caithness, Len- 
jiox's brothel' and Suth(*rland's brother-in-law, ( Whitaker, ii. 
129.) bat to Gordon bishop of Galloway, Sutherland's cousin, 
'and uncle to Huntley, and to Bothwell's wife, to whom, bya 
natural transition, tlie queen immediately returns. 
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rfibrtovr, I write all, how little cottsequenqe socvw It be 
of, to the end that you may take of the whole that shall be 

6"' {forjr^iSl} I ^o ^- a work that I hate 
much, but I had begun it this morning, and you not list to 
laugh to see me so trimly make a lye, at the least dissemble, 
and to mingle truth therewith. He hath almost told me 
all on the bishop*s behalf and of Sunderland, without 
tbuching toy woj'd unto him of that which you had told 
ihe, but only bd much flattering him, and praying him to 
assure hinttself of liie; and by tny complaining of the 
bishop I have disclosed all, 1 haVc known what I would. 
I have taken the worms out of his nose. You have heard 
the rest. "V^e are tied to with two false races. The good 
;^ecre untye us from them* Cod forgive me, and God 

' *** tIjc devill sunder us, and God knitte us together for ever. "^ In the 
English version, " May the good year untye us ;" the common ^ 
corrupt expression of the age for thegoujere^ or venereal disease. 
** What the good year ?^* occurs repeatedly in Shakspear, and 
in other writers of the same period, as a modest expression for, 
What the pox. See Steevens* note on Lear, v. 3. Each version 
therefore employs a different proverbial expression for the 
same French imprecation. *< We are coupled,'' says Mary to 
Bothwell, " Vfjxhtwa false races ;" (her husband, and his wife) 
«* the devill sunder us (God forgive me, Eng.) and God knit 
us together for ever, for the maist faythful couple that ever 
he united."^ Nous sommes lies avec deux fausses races, le diablc 
nous separe, (Dieu me pardonne) et Dieu nous n6ue ensemble 
pour jamais, pour le plus Rdhle couple qu'il ait jamais nou6. 
And this last phrase occurs in her letter to Elizabeth, poijr plus 
surement nouer cet noeud. Anderson, iv. part i. p. 50. 

4' This is myfaythf I ivill die in it.2 C'est ma foi, je veux y 
mourir ; and her last letter to her almoner, before her execu- ■ 
tion, contains, " Protestation de ma/c?/, dans laquelle ]e veux 
mourir J' Mad. Keralio, v. 438. 
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gess the halfe of it, but I can not mende it, because I am 
not weiU at ease**; and yet very glad to writ raito you 
quhen the rest are sleepand, sithe I can not sleipe as they 
do, and as I would desire, that is in your armes, my deare 
love ^, quhom I pray God to preserve from all evyll, and 
send yon repose, I am gangand to seke myne till the 



** Excuse If I write erAyye may gess the halfe ofity but I cannot 
mend it, because lam not weill at ease,] Exeusex tifecrts maL II 
faut en deviner la moiti^, mais je n'y saurois que f aire (mend it, 
Scot* do with al), Eng.) car je ne suis pas Bieu a mon euse ; and 
again, " excuse tkis evil wryting," at the conclusion of the 
letter. But these are inserted as excuses for the bad execu- 
tion of the forgery, or for its diflFerence from her real hand, 
Whitaker, ii. 132. Her hamd writing, as it was formed in 
imitation (A Italick print, was termed at Westminster a Ro- 
man hand, which, from the annexed specimen, it was difficult 
either to counterfeit, or to write distinctly when she wrote in 
haste ; and in her subsequent letters the same excuses repeat- 
edly occur. (Excuses) moy sifecris si maf, car ces lettres que 
vous voirrez si faulsement inventees, m*ont fait tout envie rf 
malade que je n'avois goute pour escrire si tarde, car le por- 
teur se haste : to Elizabeth, June 22d 1568, Calig. c. !• Je 
vous supplie excuses moyfescris si m^z/, car ayant resceu cesnou- 
Yelles, je ne suis pas si a mon ayse que devant, to Elizabeth, 
Aug. 23. ib. See the Plate No. 2. Je vous supplie m^excuser si 
pScris si mati car ma prison me rend plus mal seine et moyens 
habillea cest oflSce ou a tout autre exercise: to Eliz. Nov. 6th 
1569, ib* " Excuse my^evUl writings ior I never used it before. 
I am hasted," and in the postscript, " excuse my evil writing this- 
first time,*' to KnoUes, Sept. 1, 1568, ib. No such excuses 
occur in any preceding letters, and these were written about 
a year aft^r her letters to Botkwell had been produced in the 
Scottish parliament. But in these letters she excuses her evil 
writing in the same words as in her long letter from Glas- 
gow, written to BothwelL in haste at midnight, when her 
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knit us together for ever, for the most fsuthful cfouple that 
e'er he did knit together. This is my faith, I will die in 
it. Excuse it if I write ill, you must guess the one half 
I can not do withal, for I am ill at ease, ai^d glad to write 
unto you when other folke be asleep, seeing that I can not 
do as they do, according to my desire, that is between you» 
arms, my dear life, who I beseech God to preserve from ali 
ill, and send you good rest^ as I go to seek mine, till to 
morrow in the morning, that I will end my Bible. But it 
gricvcth me that it should let me from writing unto you of 
news of myself, much I have to write so long the santf .£r* 
Send n^ word what you have determined hereupon, that . 
we may know by the one the others mind for marring of 
any thing. I am weary, and am asleep, and yet I cannot 
forbear scribbling as long as there is any paper. Cursed be . 
this pocky fellow that troubleth me thus much, for I had a 
pleasanter matter to discourse unto you but for him. He 
is not much the worse, but he is ill arrayed. I thought I 



hand-writing must have degeperated into a mere scrawl. In 
all her letters, if the three first lines are regularly formed like 
Italick print, (as in the Plate, No. 1.) the rest successively de- 
viate into a straggling distorted scrawl, (ibid, No. 2.) and are 
almost utterly illegible when written in haste ; which explains 
the obscurity and frequent difference of the two versions, as 
the original was so hastily and badly written, that it was ne- 
cessary to guess the one half. 

^ That is in your armesy my deare lovei} life, Eng. C*est dan vos 
bras ma chere vie ; in which the supposed indelicacy of the 
translation disappears ; but the whole sentence is peculiarly 
French. Ma chere vie que, je prie Dieu a garder de tout mal 
ct vous envpyer bon repos, comme je m'en v^is chercher le 
mien jusqu'a demain matin. The queen meant to conclude 
for the night j and the same conclusion is observable in her 
letters to Elizabeth tind other?. 

M3 
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mome, quhcn I shall end my BybUl^, bvt I am fascheit 
that it stoppics me to write ncwis of my self unto you, 
because it h so lang. Advertise me quhat ye have dtlir. 
bcrat to do in the matter ye know upon thys point, to the 
end that we may understand uthcrs weill, that nothing 
thairthrough be spilt. 1 am irkit^ and ganging to sleipe, 
«nd yit I cease not to scrible all thys p^per, imamickle as 
restis thairof ^*. Waryed might thi§, pokkish man h6% 
that causes me have sa mickle paine : for without him I 
shold have ane far pksander subject to discours upoun. 
He is not overmickk diformit, yet he hes received veric 
mickle **. He hes almaist slayne me with his breth ^> it is 
werse then your uncles, and yet I cum na nearer unto Him 
but in ane chayre at the beds fute 5°; and he beyng at tha 
uther end thairof; 

The massage of the father in the g^t. 

The purpoisc^' of Sir James Hamoieltouri. 



^ Jlfy^BybiiLI Converted into by lie by Goodall, from a inis« 
print of Cecirs or Murray's ©iary, in Anderson, ii. 272. 
GoodalPs emendation would only prove what was never dis- 
puted, that the present French, professedly a translation from 
the Latin, is not the original. But in the original MS. the 
Diary bas, " and in this tyme wraytt hir byble and utheris let- 
teres to Bothwell;" and its concurrence with the Scotch and 
English translations, assures us that such was the original 
word. JLor^ Hail?,s cpnjectvires that Mary wrote, mon idilf 
my chat ; but the more probable interpretation is, that at the 
end of a strain of piety, slje terms the long letter hir bible, 
from its great length. Chaucer uses the werd i^ 3peatedly for a 
large book. 

^ Jam irkit.] Nudata suni in the Latin, a blunder too gross 
for Buchanan to commit. As the English translator was not 
more likely than Wilson, the latin translator, to comprehend 
the Scotch word iriif, his version, " I am \feary," must have 
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should iiavc becn'kiUed with hisireath, for it is wcmtsc than 
your uncle's breath> and yet I was set no nearer to him 
tkan in a chair by his bolster^ aa4 he lieth at the further 
side of the bed. 



been derived from the original French ; je suis lasse et ni*en 
vais dormir. 

, ^^ I cease not to scrible allthys ^^f^ inasmickle tw restis thair^ 
00] In the English, « as long as there is any paper." Je ne 
saurois que griffoner autant (Ju'y reste du papier. Instead of 
stopping for the night she finishes the sheet, and continues her 
letter on the paper containing her memorial or notes. 

47 Wsiryed mighi$kis pokkish mm W*'\ ^I^udit ;5oi;/ce verplcj 
qui me cause tant de peine. . , 

^^ He is not oyermicjtle deformit, yet he hes received verjr 
mickle.J II n'est pas trop gate, (il a le visage gate de petite 
verole) mais il 3, beaucoup requ; in the extracts of the Scotc^ 
(jommissioners, •* He is i^ot oyer mikle spilt, yet he hes^g^^^ 
very mikle ;" altered at Westminster froxhjr^iZf, (spoilt J whicfi 
was ambiguous or unintelligible, to deformity and from gottertf 
to recetvJt, to accord with the original, which relates rather 
to the small pox than to poispn. " lU arrayed," in the English 
version, is explained by the great resemblance then between 
r and v, e and /, from which the translator mistooK rescu 
for vestu in the queen's hasty scrawl, of which he guessed 
the one half. 

■w He hes almaist slayne me with his hrethS] " I thought I should 
have been killed with his breath,*' Engl. II 2ipensS me tuer de 
son haleine, of which Whitaker quotes the translation as pro- 
verbial Scotch, i. 228. 

50 At the beds fute.] « By his holster^ Eng. dans la ruelle,pTQ' 
bably in the original, the narrow passage between the bed a:nd 
the wall, 

5' The purpoise.] Le propo^ a French idiom that repeatedly 
occurs, and of whi^h the English version preserves the sense. 
** Of the ambassador," in the English version, is omitted ix) 
|h^ Scotch^ as the allusion perhaps was not understood. 
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Of Aat the lord of Lusse sKewd mc^* of the deby. * 

Of the demaundis that he askk ^^ at loachim. 

Of my^ estait, x>f my company, of the occasioun of" my 
euiiiming, and of Joseph. 

Item, the purpois that he and I had together. 

Of the desire that he hes to please me, and of hys re- 
pentance. 

Of the interprctatiouu of his letter. 
, Of Wii^ Jli^gaittis- matter of hys departing. 

Of Monscur de Leving^toua ^?. 
. I had almost £Di|^ot that Monsicr de Levingstoun sayd in 
the lady Reres eare^ at suppar, that he wald drink to the 
^ folke that I wist of, if I wald plege' thame. And eftir sup- 
par he sayd to me qulien I wes lenand upoun hym, warming 
me at the fyre, ye have fayr going to se sik folk ^^, yit ye 
ean not be sa welcum to thame, as he left sum body this 
day in regrait, that will nevir be blyth quhill he se you 
^aine. I askit at hym quha that wes : with that he 
thrustit -^"^ my body and sayd, that sum of hys folkes had 
^cen you in fascherie, ye may gesse at the rest. I wrought 



5* Of that that the lordafLus^e shewd me.] De ce que le Sieur 
de Luss nCa montrSy the very stile and form of a French me- 
morandum. 

.*5 Of the demaundis that he askit.] A French idiom, les dc- 
mandes qu'il fit. To ask a demand, instead of a question, ia 
jdie English version, is French not Scotch. 

5* CyMonseur de Le'uingstoun,'\ For the Lord Livingston, 
an incidental mark of the French originaL 

55 Sg^yd in the lady Reres eare.] From dit a Poreiile, the pro- 
per French phr^tse for whispering. 

^^ Fayr going to se slk foILI Which the Lat^ translator, 
mistaking sik for ^<V, (such) has rendered bella hujusmocji ho- 
minum yi static. By an unhappy conjecture, that ^udianao, 
the supposed transUtor, had also mistaken ja/r for/i/r, Good- 
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• The message of dir father by the way. 

The talk of Sir James Hamilton of the ambassodort 

Tliat the lord of Liisse hath told me of the delay. 

The questions that he asked of loachim^ of my state^ 
of my company^ and of the cause of my coming, and of 
Joseph. 

The talk that he and I have had, and of his desire to 
please me, of his repentance, and of the interpretation of 
his letter, of Will Hiegate's doing, and of his departnrei 
and of the L. of Livingstoun. 

I had forgotten of the L. of Livingstoun, that he a) 
supper said softly to the lady Reres, that he drank to the 
persons I knew of, if I would pledge them. And after ^pper 
he said softly to me, when I was leaning upon him and 
warming myself, you may well go and see sick folk, yet can 
you not be so welcome unto them, as you have this day 
left some body in pain, who shall ne'er be merry till ht 
hath seen you again. I asked him who it was ; he took me 
about the body, and said one of his folk that hath kft yott 
this day. Guess you the rest. 



all converts the passage into ** sair going to seik folk,*' (i. 82.) 
which Tytler turns into a Scotch proverb, (i. 228.) as if Li- 
vingston's address to the queen in a Scotch phrase, could provt 
that the letter was in the same language. But the English 
version ascertains the original French phrase of which those 
writers were ignorant ; c'est un beau vene%y voir des gens ma- 
lades, a familiar expression for a worthless sight. 

^7 Thnutit my body.'] Pressed or embraced her with his arm, 
as in the English version, not as Whitaker supposes, (ii. 154.) 
punched her with his elbow. ** He thirstis her hand agan« 
full previlie." Pinkert. Anc. Scot. Poems, i. 71. That Li- 
vingston did not attend her from Callender, his own house, to 
Glasgow^ is a gratuitous assertion. Whit. ib« ' 
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thys day quhill it wes twa houris upotm thys bracelet, £ot^ 
to put the key of it wythin the lock thereof, quhilk is. 
coupled undinreth with twa cordwiais ^'. I haif had '^a 
littil ti^nc that it is cvill mayd : hut I sail make ane fairer 
in themcaiic tyme. :Take heid thzi nane that is heir scit, 
for all the warld will knaw it ; because for haist it wcs maid 
in their presence. I am now pas^ahd to my faschious pur- 
poes ^. Y^ gar me dissemble s^ far thflt I haif horring 
thairat :^ sind ye cause me do almost the office of a traitores. 
-Remember how ^° gif it wer not to ob<;y you, I had rather 
be ddd^or I dyd it ; ipy;. heart bleides at it* Summa, he 
win not come with m^e, excepl;^;upQun conditioun that I 
wiU promcise to liim that I sail be at bed and bourde with 
hym as of bcfpyr, and that J ss\ll leave him na oftar *': and 
doing thys upoun my worde, he will do all things that I 
pleis, andxom with me j bqt.he has prayit me to remane 
upoun hym quhill jjther fnorne ^\ J^^ sp^^ verie bravely 
at the beginning, as th^^ -^^^ wiji scjiaw you, upoun the 
IKjFpaia of.-the J»§lfsKmchiand of hys departing : hot 'm 
theendj3.e feturnit aganeto.J^s hj^militie. . Jle §chawit 
amaiigi^ uther purposes that he knew weill jmewch, that 

[ '^ Quhity.it/ms> twa houyis-^or to put the fey of it <wythiu the 
iot\:l thereof^ quhijk As aovpled '^ith .twa i:ord wines.] Jusqu*a 
«teux.heiu-s:poury mettre la ckf dans le trou, (clift, Eng,) qui 
^t'attack^epar id^voi cordate ; ^ Fren<:h wo^d to b^fowBd no 
where else in Scotch. . 

- ^ I am m<wpassand to my faschious purposes.] J^ m'en vais 
a mon fa fcheux pre fosy in which, if the words are separately 
Scotch, the sense and idiom are strictly French. The^same 
phrase occurs in Le Cifdc's letter on the queen's sickofiss:; 
*• Je n^ay point vouHi escrii*e a M. le C. de Lorraine de^ 
fa(^hettx prcpos.V "Keith Appe|id. 1S3. and in Mary's letter. to 
El i zabeth, qui m'oste le subject de vous .ecrire 4^un ^fadeux 
sine, Haynes, 469. ... 

^ Remember how.] A misprint for you j Souvenez-vous. 1% 
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This day I Jiayc wrote till two of the clock upon ty ^ 
bracelet, to put the key in the clift of it, which is tie4 with 
two laces. I have h;^d so little time that it is very ill, but 
I will malice ^ fairer, and in the meantime t^ke heed that 
none of those that be here, do see it, for all the worl4 
would know it, for I have made it in haste in their pre- 
sence. I go to my tedious tj^lk. You make me dissemble 
$0 much, that I am afHid thereof with horrqinr, and you 
piake me almost tp play the part of a traitor. Remember 
that if it were not fpr obeying you, I had rather be dead. 
My heart bleedcth for it, Tp be short, he will not come 
hut with con^itipn that I shall promise tp be with him as 
heretofore, at bed and bparcl, and that I shall forsake hin^ 
po more, and uppn niy word he would do whatsoever I 
»rill, and will gpme, but he hath prayed me to tarry tiU 
gfter to iporrow. IJe hath spoken at the first more plea-? 
jantly, as thi? bc^er shal} tell you, upon the matter of the 
Inglishmen and pf his departure j but in the end he cometh 
to hi5 gentleness ^gain. Hp hatl^ told me, among other 
talk, that he knew well that my brother had tPld me at 
Stirling th^t which he ha4 said there, whereof he denied 
the half, and specially that he was in his chamber. But 
pow to make him tn;^st me, I must feign something unto 
him, and therefp^e when he desired me to promise that 



}icr letter? to Eliitabeth, *' ^ouvene%'vous que j'ay tenu pro- 
messes. Anderson, iv. 49. Souvenez-yous que je vous ay dit, 
Aug. 13, 1568. Calig. c. i. and in her letters to Norfolk, " I 
must remember you of your own (herself) at times." Hardwicke 
State Papers,!. 191. 

** Na oftar.2 For, " na eftir^^n the extracts of the Scotch 
commissioners and those obvious mistakes of the English 
press, are converted by Whitaker into ptK}ofs of forgery. 

^ QuhUluther morne, } In the English, " till after to-morrow,** 
o^rh demavn \ Sunday that she remained with the kmg. 
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my bnithcr fiad schewiii mc that thing quhUk he had 
Spoken in Strivelling : of the quhilk he denyis the aiw 
half, and above all, that ever he cum in= his chamber. For 
to make him traist me, it behovit me to £ayne in sum 
thingis with him ^ : therefoyre quhen he requestk mc to 
promeise unto him, that quhen he was hail, we sould haif 
both ane bed ^. I sayd to him, fayningly, and making mc 
to beleve his promisis, that gif he changit not purposis^ 
betuix this and that time, I wald be content therewith, 
bot in the meane tyme I bad him take heid that he Jet na 
body wit thereof: because to speike amangi^ our selfis,the 
lordis could nat be offendit, nor wyll evill thairfoyr. Bat 
they wald feire in respect of the boasting he mayd of thlm, 
that if ever we aggreit togidder, he should make than^ 
know the litil compt they tuke of him : and that he coun- 
sallit me not to purches sum of tham by him : thay fo? 
thys cans wald be m jelosy, gif attanis^ without thayj 
knawlege, I sould breke the play^ set up in the contrair 
in thayr presence. He sayd very joyfully : And thinkc 
you thay will esteme you the mayr of that : bot I am very 
glad that you speike to me of the lordis, for I beleve at 
thys time ye desire that we shold leif togidder in quietness 
for gif it wer utherwayis, greitter inconvenience might 
come to us baith than we are ware of : but now I will do 
<juhat evir ye will do, and will lufe all that ye lufe, and de- 
syres you to make tham lufe in like maner ; for sithe they 
seeke nat my lyfe, I lufe thame al equally. Upoun this 
poynt this berar will schewyou many small thinges**. Bc- 

^3 // hebovtt me to fayne in sum thingis with him,"] Jn the 
English, " I must feign something unto him," each a literal 
Uanslation of, II faut que je hilf eigne quelque chose. 

^4 That we sould haif both ane bed.] ** Make but one bed," in 
the English j que nous neferions qu^m Ht^ in which the origm^l 
idiom can admit of no dispute. 
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Irhen he should be weU> we should make but one, bed^ I 
told him (feigning to believe his fair promises) that if he did 
not change his mind between this time and that, I was con« 
tented, so as he would say nothing thereof, for (to tell it 
between us two) the lords wished no ill to him, but did 
fear lest, considering the threatening which he made in 
case we did agree together, he would make them feel the 
small account they have made of him, and that he would 
persuade me to pursue some of them, and for this respect, 

should be in jealousy, if ^ 7 - \. ^ t without their 
•' ^^ ( at one mstant j 

knowledge I did break the game made to the contrary in 
their presence* And he said unto me very pleasant and * 
merry, think you that they do the more esteem you there- 
fore ? But I am glad that you have talked to me of the 
lords. I hope that you desire now that we shall live a 
happy life, for if it were otherwise, it could not be but 
greater inconvenience should happen to us both than you 
think* But I will do now whatsoever you will have me do. 
I will love all those that you shall love, and so as you make 
them to love me also. For so as they seek not my life, I 
love them all egaHy. Therupon I have willed this bearer 
to tell you many pretty things, for I have too much to write, ^ 

and it is late, and I trust him upon your word. To be 
short, he will go any where upon my word% Alas! I never 
deceived any body, but I remit myself wholly to your will. 



^5 Making me to heleve — gtf%e changit ndt purpoiis.^ Me faisant 
croire, s'il ne changoit de propos. , 

^ Aitams.'} Dans un instant ; which is twice translated " at 
©ne instant,^' and ** by knd by*' interlined in the English 
Tersioni 

^ Bret^tBepiay.J Briserkjeu. 

^ Many small thinges^J PlusieuTS W&* doses : pretty things^ 
m the £nglish version. 
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iaus I haif over miklc to write, and it is lait, t gicf ir^ht 
linto him upon your word, Summa, he will ga upoiih my 
word to all places. Alas, I nevir deccivit any body ; but 
i remit me altogidder to your will ^. Send me advertisc- 
liient quhat I sail do 7% and 4uhatsoevet' thing sail comd 
thereof, I sail obey you. Advise td with your self if yc 
can finde out ony mair secrete inventioiiii by ihcdicinc ^^i 
for he should take medicine and the bath at Craigmillar.' 
He may not cum forth of the house this larig time '*. 
Summa, by all that I can lerne, he is in greit suspicioun a 
and yit, notwithstanding, he geives credeit to my word ; 
bot yit iiot so farre that he will scheW aiiy thing to rhe. 
' Bot, nevirthelesse, I sail draW it out of him, gif ye will 
that I avow all linto him. But I will never fejoyce to dif*- 
fame (dissave) any body that trustis in me 5 yit, notwith- 
standing, ye may command me in all thingis. Have n6 



^ I reiflit me altogidder to your iviih'] Je m^en rapporte a votre* 
volonte , of which the reflected verb is preserved in the trans- 
lation. . ' ' c 

. 7^ Qfthat Isalido.2 Whether to carry the king to Graigmil* 
ler, or to the Kirk of Field. 

^^ By mc^cine.J Explained by Goodall, i. 827. wi/A^irf medi- 
cine, for which he quotes a MS. of the Latin Detection, in 
which it was translated, medicitiam quam per, sis in the French 
translation, que far breuvage. The only known copy of the 1)€- 
tection written before the publication of the Latin edition, is 
Caligula, D. i, ; but the passage in question was obliterated 
by the fire in the Cotton Library, October 23, 1731, abov« 
twenty years before Goodall published. From the context, 
and from the English version, " it is obvious that some more 
secret invention by medicine, for he should take medicine and 
the bath at Craigmiller," can no more signify wi/;&(>i// medicine, 
(than which there w^s nothing more secret to be found,) thaa 
by sea^ in Beton's letter, (No. X.) that Bastian returned froiu^ 
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tinS send me word what I shall do, and whatsoever happen 
to me, I will obej you. Thmk also if yon will not find 
Sonic invention more sectet by physick, for he is to take 
physick at Craigmillar, and the bath ailso, and shall not 
come forth of long time. To be short, for th^xt I can 
learn, he hath great suspicion, and yet, nevertheless, trust- 
eth upon my word, but not tell me as yet any thing; how- 
beit, if you will that I shall avow him> I will know all of 
him, but I shall never be willing to beguile one who put- 
teth his trust in me'. Nevertheless, you may do all, and da 



France by land. To obviate the imputation of poisori, (ioocf* 
all quotes and describes the MS. as the identical copy present^, 
ed to Elizabeth, yet he durst not specify where it was lodged. 

The Detectio; Maris Caligula, D. I., uniformly describes 
Murray, qu nunc est prorex^ which was altered in the Latin edi- 
tion to prorex poskafuit^ and in one place X.o postea prorex^ nunc 
et ipse occisus est. The interlineations are in a different hand 
from the text 5 and the running margin is different from both; 
nor are the corrections always observed in the printed edition. 
The Action and Letters are annexed in the same hand, which 
might at first seem to indicate, that the whole was Bucha- 
nan's. But the Afction contains no note of time, to ascertain 
whether it was writtefi before, or after Murray's death ; whom 
the MS; of the Detection never mentions, without the ad- 
dition, qui nunc est prorexy as then aKve. As every such allu- 
sion is avoided in tlie Action, I conclude that the MS. ii;i 
question was a fair copy, corrected and submitted to Cecil 
by Wilson, before his autograph was sent tp the press. Asa 
^farther confirmation, the title of the Action is superinduced 
upon the margin, and the title of the Letters is left blank, to 
be supplied, together with the running margin of the Action 
and Letters, when sent to the press. 

"^^ He may not cum forth of the house this lang timeJ\ II ne peut 
pas sortir du ]ogis de long terns. 
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erill opmon of me for that caus, by reason ye arc the oc* 
casioun of it your selfe, because for my awin particular re- 
venge I wald not do it to him. He gcves me sum checkes 
of that quhilk I fearit yea even in the quicke 7^, he sayis 
tlxys for, that his feultis were pubkist, bot thare is that com- 
mittes faultis that beleves thay wil nevir be spoken of, and 
yit thay will speike of greit and small. As towart the lady 
Heres, he sayd, I przy God that sche may serve you for 
your honor. And sayd, it is thought, and he beleves it to be 
trcw, that Ihaif not the power of my selfe unto myselfe '^* 
and that because of the refuse I maid ^^ of his offeris. Sum- 
ma, for certaintie he suspects of the thing ye knaw, and of 
hys lyif 7^. But as to the last, how sone that I spake two or 
thre gude wordis untohym, he rejoicis and is out of dout. 
I saw him not this evening, for to end your bracelet, to the 
quhilke I can get no lokkis, ^7, it is reddy to tham, and yet 
I feare that it will bring some malheur, and may be scene 



73 ffe geves me sum checkes — yea even in the quicke.] In the 
English version, " He giveth me certain charges^ and these 
strong;" a different translation of the same word and phrase 
il m'a donn6 quelque atteintes^ ouijusqu^au vtf\ .which Xyder has 
also transmuted into a Scotch proverb. 

7* That I haife not the power of myselfe u^nto myselfe.] 
Que je n'ay pas dans moi-m^me, de moi-m^me ; a French 
phrase, of which the Scotch and English are harsh transla- 
tions. 

W The refuse I maid.'] Le refus que je fis. 

7^ Summ3.y/or certaintie he suspects of the thing ye knaw, anJ 
m ^fh^ fyif\i Somme, pour certain il (la) soupgonne de ce que 
vous savez, et de sa vie. 

77 ioii£f.] /Clasps, Engl. -<^^r^j, which the Scotch trans^ 
lator mistook for locks. But the English version remoTes tlie 
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Ii6t esteem me the less therefore, for you are the cause 
thereof. For, for my own revenge, I would not do it. 
He giveth me certain charges^ (and these strong), of that that 
1 fear, even to say that his faUks be published, but there be 
that commit some secret faults, and fdar not to have them 
spoken of so lowdely, and that there is speech of greate and 
small, and even touchingthe lady Reres, he said God griant 
that she serve you to your honor, and that anymaynotthink^ 
nor he neither, that mine own power was not in myself 
seeing I did refuse his offers. To conclude, for assurety he 
mi§trusteth her of that that ye know, and for his life. But 
in the end, after I had spoken two or three good words to 
him, he was very merry and glad. ^ I have not seen him this 
night for ending yotu* bracelet, but I can find no clasps 
for it, it is ready thefeunti^ and yet I fear lest it should 
iaring you ill hap, or that it should be known if you were 
hurt; send me word whether you will have it, and tem-c 
money, and when I shall return, and how far 1 may speak. 

Nowasfarasloerceive /-^'^^ bien la vogue ayec vous 
iNow as tar as 1 perceive <^i^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ without you. 

Gesse you whither I shall not Tfe suspected. As for the 
rest, he is niad when he hears of Ledinton, and of you> 
and my brother. . Of your brother he sayeth n9t;hing, 

■ \.- " ' ' ^ \ ^ ^ — . ' ■ ii . ' ' 1 ;n , ', — rr-m — ?- 

parent xoiitiadiction' in the Scotch, that the queen couWfirid 
na lokkuf when in a former passage, she had wrought till 
iwa hours to^put the^key within the lock or cleft ; danilairou^ 
The braiielet, I suppose*, hadanorftamental or false lock and ^ 
key, but was fastened benekth with two cords, instead of 
clasps, which she could %0^a:^txixQ at Glasgow. 'In revert- 
ing to that circumstance, i^e asks Both well whether he 
.'would have the bracelet, wWcjh she forbore to send in diat 
unfinished state ;' but havings promised-^tp make ang- fairer^ 
she afterwards sent -both by ^itris upon her ^return to 'Lin- 
lithgow. Paris's*Secbrid Confession. 
VouIL N 
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i£ yccliauncc to be hurt 7*. Advertise me i£ ye will h^Vc 
it3( a,ad if ye will have mair silver, and quhen I shall rc' 
tume, and Irow far I may speake ^9, He inragis ^ quheii 
Ke hearis. of Lethington, or of youj or of my brother. Of 
ybipr .brother he speikis nathyng®', he speiks of the Eric 
0£ Argyle^ I am in feir quhen I heare him speike ^ for hfe 
assurist himself that he he» not ane evill opinioun of him. 
H(^$rfjkes nathing of tham that is out •% nouther gude noi: 
evilly but fleis thatpoint* His fader kepis his chamberi 
I haif not scene him. All the Hammiltonis ar heir, that 
acqpn^>anies me vcrie honorably*'. All the frendis of the 
ptljcr. conveyis me ^uhen I gang to $e him* He desiriymc 
JtO'Come, and see him ryse the mome betime. For to make 



^ Scm^e malheur, mid may it setae if ye ckoMnte to h hurt*'] 
.Qpdfue malbeur. It is certain from the dress andpictures of 
the age, tha^ bracelets were never worn by men; nor was 
jB^Qthwell's bracelet intended to he seen. But we discover in- 
cidentally, froihBirrel's Diary, that in his ivncounterwiditfae 
thief iuJLiddesdale, he vr^ideuify wtmnded in the hand in the Oc- 
tober ,|^receding \ from Paris's First Confessipn, tlut he re- 
quired his assistance, le ditacher^ to untniss his points, witbiii 
a fortnight after this letter was written ; stud from Hepburn's 
Co nfessi on, ^t in r e turning to the palace afterthe murdor, 
;he was afraid to le^ a broken part of the town v^SLyl^ecfmt 
ftfhis sairhqnd. The queen therefore, who sent the bracelet for 
to be worn, either as a secret £eivour, or for fastening the 
bandage of his nur hand, was afraid that it might b^ seen as^ 
kn^wn, if his maimed hand should receive any hurt. An a^ 
pr^h^sion at first sight so £y>parendy groundless, bestows 
additional, confirmation on the letters w^n ei^plained* 
, ^9 And how far I mf y gpeake.] Referring to a fom^er pa^ 
sage, that she would draw aU out of hiio, ** gif ye will that I 
avQw all unto him." But a whole sentence is SMlded in th* 
English version, with a poirt of the prigin^l Frendi ixiterlioei 
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bbt 4f tke £^t ^f A^U ik doih; I am afraid of Uto fx) ^ 
he^ hitti t^k^^ ^t the least he asslureth himself that; he h^"- 
no iS b^kion <^ him. :He spesiketh nothing of these' 
abroad> neither good ndf .ill, but avoideth speakit^ of' 
them; His father keeping^ his chiaA^ I hav^ liot seeii 
him. 'Aff flie Hamiltohs be here, who accompaiiy me: 
very hohestly. All the fnends of the others do come 2I' 
Ways -wrheti I go to visit him. He hath sent to me, and- 
prayisth ihe to see him rise to morrow in the morning early. 
To be sliort, this^ bearer shall disclose unto you the rest,^ 



^ Now as Tar as I can petc6ivd, /ay bten la vogue avec vous;^^ 
not that ji!>d conld do ttiueh without hm; but, I am in such vogue! 
with you, guess you tIi€^refore whether I shall Hot \ft suS^' 
pectM ; if she should speak a^y ikrther of BothewU, in^deii 
to draw ftom her husbs^nd^ hjtt duspicionft or deigns. << As ta 
the rest," in the next sentence, limits her question how far she 
might speak, to her apprehension of bemg suspected iF she 
S^oke farther of Bothwell ; and where the wtiokt sfenteHctf is 
omitted in the Scotch as unihtelligibfe| the orighial Fr^^ 
phrase, interlined as of doubtful import, and^ actually misun^ 
derstood, in the English vei^n, affordis the most incontes* 
tible proofs of the Frendi originaL . '.m 

*» iJtf inragis.] II enrage. . 

- ^* Ofycmr blotter iespeilU.nayt/tif^.'] De votre frere Uiac4it 
rien ; of which the inversion is peculiarly French. T 

^ Tiam that Uotd.'] Qu'ils ^nt au dehors ; though partitu« 
Tarly apfdicable to Gi^rge Douglas, Damley's uncle, ex** 
(clttded from the iridtenity, it may allude in general to Mofv 
ton and his associates, who were stt^ prcAIblted to apprpadtt 
.within seven miJes of the court. 

^* JP^^r» honor^^e.} In the English version, " very ho»» 
nestly/? (tris hormitimaa) both d^Hved from the i^xne orir 
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schort, this berar will tell you the rest. And if I learne 
2nj thing heir, I wyll make yoa memoriall at evin K He 
wyll tell you the occasioun of my remainjpg. Bume this 
letter, for it is ovir dangerousi and na thing well sayd in 
it : for I am thinkand upoun nathing but fascherie^^. If 
you be in Edinbtirglv at the receit of it, send me worde 
sone ^* Be not ofifendit, for I geif not ovir greit credeit. 
Now seying to obey you, my deir lufc, I spare nouther ho* 
Qor, conscience, hasarde, nor greitnes quhatsumeyir, take 
i^, I pray you, in gude pai^rt : and not eftir the interprcta- 
Huatley. tion of your false gude brother : to quhome I pray you 
gyif na credit, aganis the maist faithfuU lufikr that 
Bothwtli'i evirye.had, or evir sallhaif. Se nat hir quhaies faynit 
owne wife. ^^^^^ should nat be sa mickle praysit nor estecmit, as the 
trew and feythfuU travail, quhilke I sustayne for to merit 
hir place* For obtayning of the quhilke agains my natu- 
ral! ^, I betrayis thame that may impeschie me. God for- 



• •♦ / wyil make you memorial at evin.'] Je. vous fcrai mcmoire 
Im soir. Memoir and memorial are notes for rexnembrance ; 
fetire nkmoirey to take notes. 

- *5 Nothing ^/ fascherie.] Fash and fashious, (troublesome) 
are common in Scotch, but the French word fdcherit (grief, 
vexation) was seldom or never used. 

^ ^ Sehdme wordsfme*'] Whether to carry the king to Edin- 
burgh, or to Craigmiller. 

-:; ^, Ff^ detayhin^ ftf the quhilke against my naturalL] Pour l*ob- 
t*flir centre mon naturel; a French word retained iin the 
tfanslatieni To appropriate the virord indisputably to Mary, 
itit writes in her subsequent letters to Elizabeth, " Avant que 
votre bon naturel s'est commence a faire paroitre,*' Haynes,469. 
*t Or, votre honneur, promesse, bon naturel^ coeur d(? lion, et 
auctorite parle pour moi.*' August 3d, 1568, Calig. C. 1. " La*. 
quelle sentant plus de defiance que je n'en veulx aVoir de votit- 
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and if I learn any thing, I will make cvcr^ night a memorial 
thereof. He shall tell "you- the cause of my stay. Burn 
this letter, for it is too dangerous, neither is there any 
thing well said in it, for I think upon nothing but upon 
grief if you be at Edinburgli. 

. Now if to please you, my dear life, I spare neither honor,- 
consciences nor hazard, nor greatness, take it in good part, 
and not according to the interpretation of your false bro- , 
ther in law, to whom I pray ypu give no credit against the , 
most faithfull lover that ever you had or shall have. - See 
not also her whose feigned tears you ought not more to 
regard than the true travails which I endure to deserve her 
place, for obtaining of which, against my own nature I do 
betray those that could lett me. God foi-give me, and give 
you, my only friend, the good luck and prosperity that 
your humble and faithfull lover doth wish unto you, who 
hopeth shortly to be another thing unto you, for the reward 
of my pains. I have not made one word, and it is very' 
late, although I should never be weary in writing to you, 
yet will I end, after kissing of your hands, £xcuse my ^ 



bon naturel^^ 5^» 1st* ib. " Et^lus votre honncur et bon na* 
turel feroTit forces de paroitre," Sep. 24, ibid. And again in 
her celebrated letter on Eli:fabeth*8 amours, " Cognoissant le 
na^ureJ de la comptess.'* Murdin, 558. The same word occurs 
in Murray's answer to a letter from Mary, August 7, 1568. 
** I have ressavit your hienes 'letter the soume quhairoff con- 
sists chieflie in the accusation of iny imthahkfulness and evU 
natural.'* Anderson, iv. 117. But his evil natural is evidentij 
the French phrase, lou mauvais ^naturel ' (un lu»nme d'un ^ 
bon, d*un mauvau naturel) retorted from her own letter as 
an opprobrious epithet j jand there thersame process of trans« - 
Ution was necessary, as in her letter to Bothwell, to introducf^ ' 
the word into Scotch, 

N3 
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gfit me, and God gyif you my ohely liife the hap and pros- 
peritie, quhilk your humble and faythfiill luiiF desirfs unto 
you **, quha hopis to be shiortlic ahe uther thytig to you, 
for the rcwart of my wrksum travcllis. It is lait, I desire 
nevir to ceissc fra writyng unto you, yit now after the kiSis-* 
ing of your hands I wil end my letter* Excuse my evill 
writing, and read it twice over. Excuse that thing that is 
scribled j for I had no paper yesterday, quhen I wrait that 
of the memoriall. Remember upon you liiif % and write 
unto hyf, and that verie oft. Love me as I sal do you. 
Remember you of the purpoes of the lady Reres. 

Of the Inglismen. 

Of his moder. 

Of the Erie of Argile. 

OftheErleBothvile. 

Of the lugeing in Edinbrough^**.- 



^ QubiHyour—luif desiris unto you.2 Que votre amante vous 
Jitirg. To desire prosperity tb one, (je vous d^^re toute sorte 
des prospi6rites (Diet de PAcad.) is peculiarly French. 

^ Remember upon your iuif,'] Souvene% vous de votre amie. 

Souvenez vous du propos de Madame Reres ; phrases harsh in 

Scotch. 

9° Remember you— cf the hgeing in JESnbrougb.'] SouvMiz 

V9UT, in the common stile of a French memorandum, may 
be addressed either to herself or to Botfawell, which renden 
it doubtful, whether the second series of notes be die me- 
ihorandums of Friday, and as such omitted in the Eng- 
lish version, or the credit given td the bearer as the Scottish 
commissioners supposed in their extracts. Tfaey may be 
traced, aH but one (<' of hismothfer,** a forgotten topic) in 
thepostscrijit orsecondpait of the l^er, containing '<the pur* 
pose (or the king's conversation) of the lady Reres ; trf" the 
Englishmen j of the Earl of Argyle i of the Earl Botb- 

• I - _ 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



APPENDIX, 18S 

cvU writing, and read it over twice. Excuse ako that I 
scribbled, for I had yesternight no paper, when I took the 
paper of a memorial. Pray remember your friend, and 
write ubto her, pnd often; kve me always as I shall love 
you. 



well; of the lodging in Edinburgh,*' which is twice implied ; 
but of these topics, the first and last may be found aIso in her 
verbal instructions to Paris; (Second Confession; ) the second 
is referred to the bearer in the letter itself; and BothwelPs 
name in the third person, is the only certain indication that 
^se were memorandums, lik^ those S& the middle, for thS» 
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LETTER 11. 

A Letter written by hirfrom Glasgow to Bothwelt^ 
proving bir knte to hir husband^ and some suspicions 
of practising hys deaths quhilk letter was written in 
Frenchy and l^ere ensuetb translatit word for word. 

Jl semhle qi! avecques vostre absence sott joynt touhly^ veu 
qt^au partir vous me promistes de vos nouvelUs^ £t toutesfoys 
je n\n puis apprendre^ isfc, 

IT appearis that with your absence there is alswa jomit 
forgctfulncs, seand that at your departing you promisit to 
make me advertisement of yow newis from tyme to tyme* 
The awaytyng upon tham yesterday ' causit me to be alt 
maist in sic joy as I will be at your returning, quhilk yc 
have dclayit langer then your promise was *. As to me, 
howbeit, I havei na further newis from you, according to 
— : • 1 r^ 

* The awaytyiig upon tham yesterday,'] En les attendant hier, 
(expecting to hear from him) an appropriate Trench phrase, of 
which, the oiumiting npon news, is a literal and harsh translation, 

* Causitlme to be in almaist siejoy as I will be at yopr returning, 
qiihilk {nevrs) ye have delayit langer then your promise was.'] En 
les attendant hier me causerent presqu' autant d^ joie que 
j'en auraia votre retour, que vous avez di^iries plus long tems 
que votre promesse. Here the peculiar construction of the 
French participle, vous me promistes de vos nouvelles'-'en les 
attendant— ^jAf vous avez differ ees, at once removes the ambi* 
guity of the translations. Bothwell had promised, not to 
return, but to let her hear from him yesterday, which he had 
deferred longer than his promise was ; and, to authenticate 
the letters, the obvious meaning of the passage, can be ei» 
pressed literally in no other than in the original languagCf 
SeeVol. I. p. 290. 
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ooy commissioon % I bryng the man with me to CraigmilLnr 
upon -Monday, quhab he wil be all Wednesday, and I wiU 
gang to Edenburgh to draw blude of me '», gif in the meane 
tymc I get na newes in the contrarie fra you. He is mair 
gay then evir ^ ye saw him, he puttis me in remembrance 
of all thyngis that may make me beleve he luffis mc; 
Summaye will say that he makis love to me^: of the 
quhilk I take sa greit plesure, that I entir^npvir quhair he 
is, but incontinent I take the seiknes of my sore side, I am 
sa troublit with it 7. Gif Pareis bryngis me that quhilke I 



s Aceordyng to my eommissioun.l^ Siiivant ma commission ; 
her instructions or orders since she has heard no farther j , 
quoique je n^aye plus de nouvelles, from Bothwell. 

* To draw hlude of me*^ For the pain in her side ; and this 
passage, no ^cmbt, led the English translator to mistake signer 
for saignery in the first letter, 

5 Matr gay then evir,^ Plus gai que jamais. Damley, hi- 
therto confined to bed, had desired her last night, ** to come 
and see him rise the mombetyme/* (le voir se lever demain;) 
and she describes his health and gaiety that morning tovBoth« 
well. All this is inconsistent, says Whitaker, with his being 
still so weak as to be conveyed in a litter to Edinburgh j a« 
if gaiety were incompatible with his convalescence, and unex- 
pected reconciliation with the queen, his wife. 

^ Makis love to me.] In the extracts of the Scotch commis- 
sioners, ** h^ makes the court to me ;" a literal translation of 
the French phrase, yb/r^ la courts alterisd to, " makes love to 
me,** in the interval, between the Latin translation (me cum 
summa observantia ambiat et colat) and the press. 

7 Of the quh'dk I take sa greit plesure, that I entir nevir 
quhair he is, but incontinent T take the seiknes of my sore side y I am * 
sa troublit nsnth //.] Dont ]e prend tant deplaisir que jc nentn 
jamais ou U esty quUncontittent j'ai mal au c6tc; j'en suis si 
fachee, with the court he paid. To accommodate the sense 
po the ^glisb reader," makes the court" in the extracts? was 
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altered, " to makes love ;^' " fasclitt/'io *» tfoublit;** btit Rtmi 
those alterations, to d^ttionstratfe thfe forgery Of tjxe torigtnal| 
with which the translatbn was expressly collate and maJ^ 
to accord, wfll tequFr^ new atgtwnentsi ancj new iiitfeliects to 
comptehetid tiierr fet'ce* 

^ t'hat quhilfc I send hym for.] She intimites that she wotil4 
come to Edinburgh on Wednesday to let bjood, without ast 
signing the cause to Bothwell, to whom her complaint was 
known. She informs him, howeyer, ironically, that she enter? 
never where her busban4 is but the pain recui^s ? and expects 
to be amended if Paris brings what she sends him for ; evi- 
dently sopie medicine to relieve the pain injier «lde> w^b her 
long letter and late watching the precedit^ night, were suf- 
ficient to prodtK:e. AU this, however natural, sp^dstt^cieiitlA 
appropriate jtjie letters to M^ry> mig^ b^ve iKCurred, it i« 
said, to the forgers^ who must have kno^ 1^1- habitual com- 
pkiflts. Tytler, i. W^f Whitaker, ii. 2=^8. B^ the oply pre^ 
ceding intimation of her complaint, is in Le Croc's letter, to 
>xrhom she complained at the baptism» '^Que soi^ c6t^ lui Sdso^ 
grand mal: ' ' ( Goodall'sMSS. ) the next isafter die cpnfere><!iq«^ 
In England, wlien die letters were produced. Haynes, SIO. lo 
'a subsequent letter to Norfolk, *^ I have taken sfnne mei^mt 
this day, and have a little access of an ague, through the fain qf 
my sidcy wherefore I will pray you io excuse me that L write not 
at more length." Murdin, 158. The coincidence between this, 
aXid her letter to Bothwell, is somethingHior^ than fortui- 
tous ; as that which was natural and unavoidable to Mar^ 
when the pain was actually present, was thie last circumstance 
likely to occur to the forgers, at the distance of many months, 
vrhen her complaints were forgotten. But the fortuitous 
coincidence of the supposed forgery, both in the disease and in 
the medicine, with a genuine letter of a subsequent date, 
would be surprising indeed. 

^ Of your netvesat length.'^ Dcvos HtUYelles au long ; kt mc 
hear from you at length. 
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case ye be not returmt quhen lam come thare, For iii'iQasQ 
ye work not Wisli6 I se6 that the h^le burdyng of this will 
fell upon my shoulders. Provide for all thing, and dicoiifs 
Upon it first with your selfe »^. I send this by Betbuh*, qu^ 
gais to ane day of \z\(r of the lard of Balfouris. I will say 
iia further, sauffyng that I jH-ay you to send me giide n'cwes 
of your voyage". From Glascow this Saterday in tlic ' 
mornyng. 

LETTER IIL _ 

An vtber letter to Bothwell of her hve to hirh. 

y^ay veiOe plus fard la haut que ie n^eusse fatty si^ n*eujl 
eit^ pour tirer ce que teporteur vdUs diroj que ie ireii^la plies. 
beHe commodke pjour excuser ^mtre trff aire qui ee pmir^eit fre^ 
mitery ^c. ' . u 

I have wakit laiter thairup then I wald have done, if it 
had nat bene, to draw sum thyng out of hym, quhilk this 
bearer will shew you, quhilke is the fayresit commpditl^ 
that can be offerit to excuse your affairs. I have pro- 



'** Provide for all things y and disconrs upon ///rj/wi/^ your selfe.] 
Pburvoyez a tout et d*abord discoure% vous meme sur cela; ia 
tjie extracts of the Scottish commissioners, ** discourse upoi^ 
it first yourself/* Discourir signified formerly not only to dis- 
course, but to peruse, examine, search,, survey; un discourse a 
survey, examination, pondering of things in the mind ; j[Cot? 
grave.) and the French idiom, ** discourse upon (exau^ine, 
consider) it first yourself,'* was altered at Westminster, tp 
discourse upon it first loitb yoursfelf, as less unintelligible in 
English. 

" Sauffyng that/ ^r^jf you to send me gude titles of j/qi^ 
voyage.] Saufque^je vous prie de m'envoyerde bonnets noth 
velles de votre voyage ilet me hear the success of your voyage 
jp the French acceptation of voyage for journey. 
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misit to bring him to him the morne. Put order mito it if 
yc finde it gude '. Now, syr, I have broken my promise 
because ye commaundit me nouther to write nor send unto 
you : yit I haif not done this to offend you. And if ye 
knew the feirc that I haif presently*, ye wald not haif sa 
many contrairie suspiciounis in your thought ', quhilk not- 
withstan<ting I treate and cherish as procedyng fro the 
thing In the world that I maist desier S and sckis fastest to 
iaif, quhilk is your gude grace ^. Of the quhilk my be- 

» Put order to it If ye fin4 tt gude.] Mette% y ordre si vons 
trouve% hon. To put order to a thing is indisputably Fr^ch. 
In Mary*s letter to Elizabeth, Aug. 23, « Mettre tel ordre que 
je puis^/* 1568. Cal. C. 1. and in BothwelPs message by 
Paris, tb the qyeen at Glasgow, << Monsieur Jaque Balfour et 
moi n'avons dormis toute la nuict, nous avonsW ordre en 
toute, et avons appreste le logis." Paris's Second Confession. 

- The feire tbat I haiif presently,"} ha, few ^fay a present. 

3 So many eontrarie luspidounu in your tioughts.l Tant de soup- 
50ns contr aires en pens le. 

♦ The thing in the world that Immt desier,'] La chose du monde 
que je desire le plus, et que je cherche le plus surement a aToir ; 
and the same phrase is repeated twice in a letter to Elizabeth, 
/ Aug. 26, 1568. " Je vous jure devant D' ;u, que je ne s^ai 
chose du niondede leur venue." '* Je vous assure que votre amitie 
qu'il vous plait m'oflfrir, sera regeue avant toutes les choscs du 
wo»<*r.*' Calig. C. 1. 

^ 5 Quhilk is your gude grace] Votre bonne grace^ To obtain, 
istand well, or to be in one's good graces ^h the English, to de^ 
sire one's good grace^ is the French idiom ; to be found in the 
same letter to Elizabeth ; '« Ma bonne soeur n'entrez en ja- 
lousie pour faulx rapports de celle qui ne desire que votre tonm 
grace, ^* Ibid. In an early letter to her mother, Mary offers, 
^ ** trcs humbles recommendations a votre bonne grace. ^* (Adv. 
l-ib.) And Bothwell desires Paris on his return to Glasgow, 
** me recommendez a sa bonne grace. ^^ In the same strain of 
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havibur shall asstkre me : as to me I shall nevir SspXjr of 
k. And prayis you according to your promeb to dis- 
charge your heart unto me ^: otherwayis I yiHl think that 
my malheur aiid the gude handl^^g of hir 7 that hemBot 
the thirde pairt of the faythfiill not willing obedience onto 
you that I heir % hes wonne aganis my will that avanntage 
«ver me, quhilke the second love of Jason wan. Not that 
I will compare you to ane sa unhappy as he was, nor yit my 
selfe to ane sa unpitiful a woman 9 as ache. Howbeit^ ye 
caus me to be sumquhat like unto hyr in any thing that 
touchis you, or that may preserve and keip you unto hir, 
to quhoxne onely ye appertaine '<> : if it b6 sa that I may 
appropriate that quhilk is wonne through faythfiill yea 



gallantry, Mary desires only his goodgrace^ his afectjkm or 
love ; la chose du monde qu'elle desire le plus. 

* And prayis you — to discharge your heart unto mc] Je 
vous prie de me decharger votre (^oeur; a French idiom that oc« 
curs repeatedly in Mary's letters. ** J'ay beaucoup de chosesr 
de quoi je me decbargerois volontiers le aeur a vous de bouche»a 
notre avantage commune ;** to Elizabeth, Aug. IS, 1568. 
Calig. C. 1. ** II faut que j 'employe si peu de vie et de force 
qui me reste,pour derant ma mort, vous decharger plainement 
mon caur de mes justes et lamentables plaintes.*' Tytler,ii. 41B, 
To discharge the conscience is an English phrase, but to 
discharge the heart to another, is altogether French, 

7 Tbe^de handling of hlr,"] Altered from the gudecomposmg 
(bon maintien) in the extracts of the Scotch commissioners. 
Infra. 

• That hes not the thirde pairt of the faythfuU nor willing obe- 
dience unto you that I beir.] Qui n*a point la troisi^me partie 
de fobiistance fidelU^ ni de la volonte que je vous porte* To 
bear obedience to one is a French idiom. 

9 To ane sa unpitiful a woman, 2 A une femme si impitoy^aUe. 
■• To quhom ondy ye appertaine.'} A laqUelle settle vouis ap- 
partenez* 
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Of^sJf-h^^S'of yOUi^ I do and S9U ^ s^ ^ ditp ^wBif' 
1^ f^ pijm or evUl |kat c^y^ cusQe thairofl Iii nK<HQ» 
f^^erJ^ tli0 qu^ilki ^d of all the ^rib quhilk ye have 
^Mcsmie^f to W'^i rcmeflsber ^on n^niht jdace beir be-^ 
aidbVv I ora^ witib. that ye kcepe promise to xhethr 
a^^rae-^S hut that we may mcitj togcther^*^ and that ye 
gevierxia&yth tasuspidoum idthoutdie certaintieof thaira«» 
Jjidl crave na other thyng at GQd> but that ye p:iay know 
A^ thyng that is in my hart, quhilhe is yours M, and diat 
he m^ preserve you firomall eviH^at the l^ist S2i bug as I^ 
hav^ Uf^ quhilk I repute not precious unto me, except i& 
9^6irte as it and I baiih, are agt^ee^iH upto yon. I am^ 
goii^gt&htdy^n^ will bid you gnde night; Advertise mr 
tymcly in the mornjng how ye have faren^ for I will be in 

■ go a^iii ' . ^ '-ii ' . ' ' ' ' . '* 



, -'* Ip ijecoTlipense of the quhilk, <i«^/ of all the evils ijuUlAje 
^f^'ie^ c^^use of to me^ rememher ypu. i^on the f lace heir beside.} 
j^jf^-e,^rf^nse de cela et des tons les maux doncYom vcj^^v^ziU catfse^ 
ifvonme^-ntojus de la place ki.prU ; translated literally, i&«r icside^ 
apd she reminds Bothwell agaii>, ^mjenez-vwt a frequent ex- 
pre.ssfpij, of the plan announced in the beginning of her letter| 
tp brjug lord Robert in the morning to the king's chamber. . 

?M crave with that ye k^epe promise to me the i^prne.'] Je de- 
ipiindo qv^^ (cela) q^e vous me tet^iez fromesse demain ; as iiw 
her letter to Elizabeth, *' Souyeaez-voi;s que j'ay tenm /tb- 
meise^^^ Anderson,. iv. 49. 

'3 But that <ive may meit together J^ Literally froin, it ce n*hm^ 
qne mous nous trouverions ensemble. ^' But that" renders the 
whole sentence, " I crave also that you keep your prcmuse 
tOripprrow, ifU were only thai we sliould meet together,*' u% 
p|elligible in English. 

** jind 1 craifna uther thyng at God, but xhsLtye may inovx that 
t^M^jhat is in my bortf quhilke is yours..] Je ne demandeautre 
cbpsjs ^Dieu, qi?e voutne s^chie2;la^ phase qui est dai^ mon 
cceur, qui est le votre. 
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IMij^tM^I^iroid^ ^Useigiide if^ch^^ if )bf butdl 
ptchaq^ <»il of.tb? oau^ op witttfmt.hir mate> aa tike tvrttu! 
l^hattrtyi^imi^^anb fbirtirlafibeiitthe -absehcffbov sdiorfr 
that soever it be.''. This l^ttdr.will ijbr vrith? ? gudd 

'* Maieguda tvafcL'] Instead of bur vefiiacular idiom, to 
hep a good watch. Lord Robeit's iatimktioii had ttiad^ her 
afraid of her Ihisband's 'escape, of which she advertises Both- 
voWyfaitet bonne guar dcf si I'oiseau s*eschapp^ de ta dage. 

'7 Or without hir mate, ^ the turtur l shall remoyne alone for 
to lament the absende' how short that ioeyer it beJ^ On sans com' 
pagncy comme la tourtere/le, je demeiarerai seule pour lamentef 
tabsertce, toute cotirte qu'elle soit. This poetical conceit, 
1^'hieh her husbaild's escape jProiii the cage, suggested to 
Mary, iil despite of th6 seitse, is derived iitimediately from a 
sonnet of Ronsjwd's, where we find the very words employed 
in the letter to Bothweil. 

Que dis-tu, que fais-tu, pensive tourtenette^ 
Dessus cet arbre sec ?-^T. Viateuri je lamente. 
Pourquoy laraente-tu ? — T. Pour ma compagne absente^ 
Dont j^ tnetirs de dOuleur. Ronsard's Amours, ii. 62. 
Ronsard's sonnet, of which the original may be found in 
Joaimes Secundus'(Sic gtmil arenti viduatus ab arbore turtur) 
was imitated In a Scottish' poem, entitled a Song in Absense, 
which has been erroneously ascribed to James I. but v?hicli 
belongs to a period even later than the present* \ ' 

Evin as men may the tuftil trew persaif, > 

Oiice having lost iifry^j^ 
On the dry brainche- ay fkrtHful to the gralf, ' * 

Be^^yiing perseveJt : 

So my desyre, 
X XindKt in ifWe, ^ 

Dois i5oir7/i«j/i/ ' . ^ 

My hnf abient:^' \ . ..i '^ ^ -• : - - 

O, God, gif amour be ane paine to beir ! 
Pinkerton'sAnc Scot. Poems, ii. 21 5. Sibbald's Chron. i.5G. 
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liart ^^ that thyng quhilk I can not cb my selfe % if k be 
not that! have feare that ye are in sleeping^. I durst not 
write this befoire Jo$eph> Bastian and Joaclii9i> that 6idt 
but d(^art *evin quhen I began to write*'. ^ 

^ This, however, is also derived from an intermediate inula* 
tion of Roiuardy in Lodge's Rosalynde, 1592* 
A turtle sat upon a leavehu tree^ 
Mourning her absent phere, 
With sad and sorry cheere ; 
.^Vnd whilst her plumes she rents^ 
And for her love laments^ ftc* 
Spencer has a sonnet on the same subject ; but how superior 
to these conceits is Shakspeare^s natural and patheticjc appU« 
cation of the simile to Paulina, in the Winter's Tale. 
I, an old turtle. 
Will wing me to some withered bough f and there 
My mate, that's never to be found again. 
Lament till I am lost- 
Act V. Sc. vii. See Malone's notc# 

, And nothing can authenticate the Queen^s letters more 
strongly than tlie explanation of those passage^ which are un- 
intelligible in themselves, till we discover their secret allusion 
to the thoughts and words of her favourite poet. 
. '^ With agude hart,'\ Un bon coeur ; willingly, of which the 
Latin translator perceived, and has preserved the sense of tlie 
original idiom. Haec pistola iihenter faciet. 

*9 That thyng quhili lean not do myielfi} Ce que je , ne saurois 
£lire moi-meme; instigate lord Robert to commit|the murder* 

^ If it be not that I have fear that ye are in sleeping.] Si ce 
m*eit que yzjefeur que vous ne soyez endormi, in its figurative 
sense ; d'un honmie endormi ; slow or negligent. 

^' That did ha depart even quhen J began t9 wrUeJ] Qoi ve- 
noient de partir que je commensal a ^crire* 
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LETTER iV. 

An other letter to Both well concerning the departure of 
Margardte Garwood^ quho wus frivie and a helper 
of all thair love* 

Moh coeur helas ! fault 11 qtie Id follte i'' ufie femm^^ dont vous 
cognoissez asset Ptngratitude vers tnoy^ soit cause de vous donner 
desplahir, &c. 

MY hartj alas, must the foUie of a womarij <^ho9^ m> 
thankfiilnes toward me you do Sufficiently knaw, be occa- 
Sioun of displeasure unto you f consideryng that 1 cauld 
nat have rcmedyt thaininto without knawing it '* And 
since that I perceavit it *, I cauld nat tell it you, fof thai I 

* Qonsyierihg that I caUld ndt hdn)e remyedp thairuhio *miihout 
ina^wing //.] Vu que jfe ne saurois y rem^dter sans le feavoif. 

* j^nd sines ihut I perceavit itJ^ Et depuis qiie je I'^i ^pj5er^u ; 
supposed to allude to Margaret Garwood's proving with child 
to Sebastian ; then a crime the most.oJ9Fensive to the reformers. 
The qiieen^s apothecary, and one of her maids of honour, had 
been executed for child murder in December 1563, A shame 
hasted marriage had been patched up for anpther of her Marys^ 
or maids of fioftour ; and Knox and Buchanan inveigh loudly 
against the dissolute licentiousness of her coutt. Knox, 3454 
Buclianan, 3S0. These writers durst not have contradicted 
the public opinion, had Mary's court been as chaste and cor* 
rect as Elizabeth^s, of which no such report was ever uttered 
among the papists themselves ; if we except Mary's lewd and 
malignant letter to Elizabeth on lady Shrewsbury's supposed 
information concerning her pretended amours, (Murdin, 558.) 
and Whitaker's lewder comment upon the impenetrable 
virginity of the maiden queen, ii. 502. — 11. — 15. 

^ Voj-. U. O 
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knew nat how to governe my selfe thalrin. For nouther 
in that, nor in any utherthyng, will I take upon me to do 
any thyng without knawledgc of your .wil^ Quhilk I bc- 
sech you let me understand, for I will follow it all my lyfc, 
mair willingly then vou shall declare it to me. And if 
you do nat send me word this night what you will that I 
shall do, I will ridde myself of it, and hasard to cause it 
to be enterprisit and taken in hand ^ Quhilk might be 
hurtfiill to that quhairunto both we do tend. And when 
she shall be maried, I besech you give me one, or els I will 
take sic as shall content you for their conditions, but as for 
thair tongues or faithfulness towart you, I will nat auns- 
'werc. I besech you that an opinioun of uther per- 
soun, be nat hurtfiill in your minde to my constancic. Mis- 
trust me, but quhen I will put you out of doubt, and clere 
my selfe. Refuse it nat my dere life, and suffer me to 
make you some profe by my obedience, my faithfulness, 
constancie, and voluntarie subjectiouri, quhilke I take for 
the ipleasantest gude that I might receave, if you will ac- 
cept it, and make no ceremony at it, for you could do me 
. na greater outrage, nor give mair mortall greefe. 



3 Alluding to the celebration of the marriage, which imme- 
diately succeeds. I forbear to comment upon this letter, as I 
have still some hopes of obtaining two copies in French and 
English^ which, as appears from Anderson's MSS. are both 
extant in the State Paper office, and in the same volume with 
the English version of the long letter from Glasgow. 
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LETTER V. 

jin other letter sent from Stereline to Bothv/ell con* 
cernyng the practise for hir ravishment. 

Monsieur helas^ potirquoy est vostre fiance tmSe en persone si 
ifidigne, pour soupgonner ce que est entierement v$stre, f enrage^ 
vous tn'aviez promis, i^c. 

ALAS, my lord, why is your trust put in a person sp 
unworthy, to mistrust that which is wholly yours ? I am 
woodde. You had promisit me that you would resolve all ', 
and that you would send me word every day* quhat I 
should doe, you have done nothing thairof 3. I advertisit 
you well ^ to take heede of your false brother in law : he 
came to me, and without shewing me any thing from you, 
told me that you had willit him to write to you that that I 



' That you ww/J resolve all.] A French idiom, que vous 
resoudriex tout ; not to resolve all difficulties when there were 
none to resolve, (Whitaker, ii. 326.) but to determine th« 
whole plan for the seizure of her person. 

* Every day."] Tous les jours, at all times, upon every occa<* 
sion, of which the literal translation, every day^ perplexes 
Whitaker, as she arrived on Monday, and leaving Stirling on 
•Wednesday, had little more than two nights and a day to 
hear from Bo^hwell every day. 

5 Tou have done nothing thalro/.'] Vous n'enavez rien fait. 
:- ^ I advettiit you VfeXLI Je vous ziiien averts 

i Oa 
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should say 5, and quhairc and quhan ^ you should cum to mc, 
and that that you should do touchand hym, and thereuppon 
hath preachit unto me that it was a fooUshe enterprbe?, 
and that with mine -honour I could never marry you, seing 
that being maryed you did carry me away ^, and that his 
fblkes would not suffer it, ancLthat the lordis would imsay 
themselfis 9, and would deny that thay had sayd. To be 
short, he is all coiitrary '*. I told hym, that seing I was 
cum sa farre, if you did not withdraw your selfe of your 



5 That that / should say,'] Ce que je dirois. The unifonn 
repetition of that thatf from ce que^ " that that I should say," 
" that that you should do," is alone sufficient to demonstrate 
a servile translat^ion from the French. 

^ Quiaire and quhan.'} Ou et quand ; the French, instead of 
%he Scotch arrangement, when and where; as in the sixth letter 
** of the place and of the time,'* du lieu.et de I'heure, in the 
initial sentence. 

\ y Jnd thereuppon hath preachit unto me that it was a foolishe en- 
terprise.] Et sur cela ma pricUe que c'etoit xmtfolle entreprise ; 
\* arid in Paris's Fjr^ Confession, tu veulx prescher ; supposed 

ty Whitaker to possess a peculiar spirit and pertness in the 
translatiouf ii. 331. as if there were no such phrase in 
French. 

^ And that with mine honour / could nevtr marry you, setwg 
being maryed you did carry me away] Et qu'avec mon honneur 
je ne pouvois jamais vous epouser (of which the French ar- 
rangement, " that with mine honour, is preserved in the 
translation) veu que etant marie voUs m'avez cnleve^ 
^ 9 U^ouldunszj themselfis.] Se dMroienty 2l reflected verb pre- 
' served in the translation. 

^^ To be shorty he is all ^contrary.] Bref, il est tout centfmkrf as 
in a letter to Elizabeth ; « Combien que les effects id sericnl 
iouu contraires,'' July 26, 15Q8.Xalig. C. L 
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st^k^f that no pai^swasioun nor deith it s^e, should make - 

me fayle of my promise. As toucliing the place you ^c to . 

negligent (pardon me) to remit yourselfe thereof unto^ 

me '*. Chusc it your selfe, and send me wprde of it. Apd . 

in the meaiie tyme I :^m sicke, I will diperre^ a$ topphfeg^ 

tjic niatter ^t is to late *3. Jt was pot Ipng of Vf^:* tJnit. 

you ha^e not thought thereupon in time. Ami ^^ you had; 

not mair chaungit your mynde since myne ab^gnce than, ]( 

have ^5, you should not be pow to aske such re^Jying#; %''i-f>ti^ 

Well there wanteth nothing of my part *% and seing that -* *^ 



" If you did not withdraw yoUr selfe of yourselfe.] Si vous ne 
vGus retiriez pas de vous mSmCi in the translattott of -w hich t t i » 
impossible not to recognize the French original. 

^^ To negligent (pardon me) to remit yourselfe thereof urUo me,\ 
Qnant a la place, vous etes trop negligent, pardonnez moi, 
de vous en rapporter a moi ; to remit yourself thereof, in which 
the reflective verb is again preserved. * • /^ v, 

'3 I^ill differre, as touching the matter it is folate,'] The f rench 
vtxhyjedifereraiy quant a la matiere c'est trop tard ; and^the 
same word is employed by Mary in another letter ; Monsieur 
apres avoir longteras differe pour le respect des dangers ifn^i- 
nent des entrepreneurs, &c.Jebb, li. 291. "...-* 

^^ It was not long of me. 1 An English idiom eniployed^aj 
equivalent to il ne tient pas a moi» In Mary's olher letter, ",ppur 
plus surement nouer ce noeud si a vous ne tient. Anderson* 
iv. 4-2. " Souvenez-vous que vous m'aurles pour j^amaisvotre 
si avow ne tient:' 13 Aug. 1568. Caligula, C. 1. ; . , ^^ 

'^ And if you had nut mair chaungit ^owr mynde since myne absence^ 
than I have.2 1" t si vous n'aviez pas plus change d'avis depuis 
mon absence que moi. 

*^ ff^ell there wanteth nothing of my part."} He bien, il ne s'en* 
faut rien de ma part, as in the mitial sentence of the next let- 
ter. Whitaker quotes the word "'w^//*' in the translation, as 
31 colloquial expression to which there is no cohrespondent ttvm 

03 
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your negligence doth put us baith in the daungcr of a 
false brother, if it succeede not well, I wyll never ryse 
agayne. I send this bearer unto you for I dare not trust 
your brother with these letters nor with the diligence. He 
shall tell you in quhat stait I am, and judge you quhat 
amendment these new ceremonies have brought unto me. 
I would I wcr deid, for I sec all gocth ill '7. You promisit 
other manner of matter of your forseying '% but absense 
jLn dther hath power over you, quho have twa stringis to your bow'9. 
jDispatch the answere, that I faylc not, and put na trust in 
your brother for this enterprise, for he hath told it, and is 
also all against it. God geve you gude nicht "*. 



in other languages, (ii. 341.} forgetting he bien^ the very 
^ord employed in Paris's first declaration, to which he ap- 
fcaU- 

^T All goithW.'} Toutvamal. 

*• Tqu^otnifit other Ijoanner of matter of ydur forseying*'} A 
literal translation of, vous promettez autre manlire de mattere de 
¥Otre prevoyancc, can never be mistaken for a Scotch expres- 
sion. 

'9 Quho have twa stringis to your bowJ} Herself and his wife. 
$uch an arch application of the proverb to Bothwell, could 
occur only to one, to whom the proverb itself was familiar ; 
and to appropriate the letter indisputably to Mary, we dis- 
cover an equally strange and ingenious application of the 
•ame proverb to herself, in a letter to Elizabeth. " ARn dt 
▼Ous faire paroltre, que, cpntente de votre promesse, je nay 
qtfunecorde a mon arc^^ that content with Elizabeth's promise 
of support and friendship, she made no application to foreign 
powers. Sept. t?5, 1568. Calig.C. I. 

*® Godgevyou gude nicht'} An old Frendi phrase, Dieu vous 
doint bonne nuit ; instead of sendf the Scotch expression. . 
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LETTER VL 

An uther letter to Bothweltfor the practise and devise 
to excuse the ravishyng. 

Du lieu et de Pheure ' ie nten rapport e h vostrefrere eth vous 
ie le suivray et nefauldray en rien de ma part. II trouve beau'^ 
coup de difficultesy is^c, 

OF the place and the time, I remittc my sclfe to your . 
brother and to you. I wiU follow him, and will fayle in na 
thing of my pairt. He findeth many diflSiculties : I tliinkc 
he doth advertise you thereof : and quhat he desireth for 
the handling of him selfe ^, As for the handling of my 
selfe, I heard it once well devisit ^. Me thinketh that your 



' Du lleuet de Pbeure.'] In the French edition, de Phomme. To 
Whitaker this appears a direct proof that the French editor 
read and printed the word wrong from another copy, instead 
of adopting the initial sentence from the English edition ; as 
if the same typographical error, of de Phomme for Pheure^ might 
not have happened in printing from the written copy which 
the French editor sent to the press. Whitaker, ii. 376. 

* I think be doth advertise you thereof,'^ Je pense qu'il vous en 
avertit* 

3 Handling of him selfeJ^ An English idiom inserted as in the 
third letter, instead of some French phrase unintelligible in 
the translation. 

4 I heard it once well devisit.] Bien devise^ as in the sonnets. 
Deviser avee vous a loisir 5 translated, as in the letters, " to de- 
vise with you at leysure." . 

04. 



Digitized 



by Google 



200 APPEN1>IX. 

services, and the long amhie ^, having the gudc wyll of the 
Lordes, do well deserve a pardon, if above the dutie of a 
subject you advaunce yourself, not to constrain me, but to 
assure your selfe of suph place n^h unto me *, that other 
admonitions or forraine persuasions may not let me from 
cgnsenting to that that yoi^ hop^ ^ yow service shall make 
you one day to attayne : and to. be schort^ to make your 
selfe sure of the lordes, and free to" marry : and that yoii 
are constraynit for your surety, and to be abill to serve me * 
faithfully, to use an humble request, joynit to an importune 
action ^. And to be short, excuse your selfe, and persuade 
them the most you can »®, that you are constraynit tp make 
ppursute " aganis yOur^n/ernie?. You. shsJl sa.y enongb, 
if the matler o^ ground. 4o like you, >i)d ma^y £;iyr^ 
wordes to Ledinton ". If you tike not the 4eedea send me 
wordfi, and k%ye not the Uame' of all unto me» 



5 Methtnketh that your services^ arid the long amitle.] II mc 
Mmble que vos services, «t la Ungue^mUU. 

* ^ above the duties of ^ suhj^cfi 1^6^— to assure yputself of such 
place nigh unto me.] Si au dessus le devoir d'un sujet, vous vons 
avangez ; non pas pour me contraindre, mats pour vous as- 
surer de teUe place prh de mou i ' 

7 Jifay not let mefrotn consenting to that that you hope.J Ne 
m*efTjpechent de consentir a ce que vous esperez. 

* Constraynit for your surety, and to he ahill to servt me.'] 
Contraint a votre suret/y et a 6tre haUle ct me seroir. 

9 jin humhle request joynit tt> dn importune action.] Une 
humble requite jointe a une action impoftunee. 

'*> The most you canJ} Le plus que Yons pourrez, 

* ' To make poursute. ] Faire p mrsuite. 

" Many fay re wordes to Ledington.] Beaucoup de belies pa* 
roles a Ledington. 
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LETTER VII. 

^n uih$r letter to Bathwell of the practise for bir ror 
vishment and to advhe hym to be Strang to do it. 

Monsieur d^uis ma l^tir^ esprit vostre hetmfrere (^i fusty esf 
atnu i ^oy firt trisU, et nt^a iem^nde moncomcH d^ c^ qu^il 
fero^t (iprts 'd^main^ isf^. 

MY Lord, since my letter written, your brother in law 
that was, €am tp me very sad, and hath as^dt me my coun- 
saile, qnhat he should do after to morrow, because there be 
many folkis here, and among utheris, the erle of Souther- 
land, quho wald rather dye ', considering the gude they 
haif so lately receivit of mcji th^n suffer me to be caryit 
away, they conductiAg me i and that be fearit there should 
sum troqb^c happen of \t *: of the other side ^ that it should 
he sayd that he WP? ijnth^pl^full to haif bctrayit me, I 
told him that he shold haif resolvid with you upon all that : 
and that he should ayoyde, if he could, those that were most 
mistrustit^. He hath resolved to write thereof to you by 

_ \ - . J ; ; :_ 

^ Quho nvaJd rather dye,"] Till we proce^ to the context, 
this implies that t^e ^arl of Sutherland would rather die. But 
the sfn^ is explicit wh^n the French is restored, ** parce 
qu'il y a plusieurs gens ici, et eotre autres le compte de Sou- 
dfirland, qui, vu le bien qu'ils on\ n'agueres re^u de mpi, 
mpurrioent plutot que de souffrir qu'on n^'en e^ilevat, me con- 
duisoient ;" a sentence of which the structure is altogether 
French, 

* Swn trouble happin of it.] Qu^en arrivat quel que trouBle, 
translated ** some trouble happen of it J* 

3 Of the other side,'] Ik V autre eoti^ literally rendered of in- 
stea4 of 09, tl;ie other s;ide. 

^ That *wer most mistrustit.] Les plus m$fiis. 
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my opinioun ; for he hath abashit me to sec him st unre* 
solvit at the neid K I assure my sclfe % he will play the 
pairt of an honest man. But I have thought good to ad- 
vertise you of the feare he hath ^ that he should be chargeit 
and accusit of treson, to the cnde, that • without mistrusting 
him, you nwy be the more circumspect, and that you may 
haif the more power. For we had yisterday mare then 
iii. c. horse of his, and of Leuiston '. For the honor of 
God *° be accumpanyit rather wyth more then Icssc : for 
that is the principal of my caire ". I goc to write my dis* 
, patch", and pray God to send us a haj^y enterview- 
schortly. I write in hast to the aide you may be advisit 
in time. 



5 For he hath abashit me to see him sa unresolvit at the neid,'] 
dar il m*a ahatiue a le voir si irrholu au besoin, 

^ I assure my selfeJ] Je nC assure^ the reflected verb, I assart 
myself, instead of the Scotch idiom, << I am sure, or cer- 
tain." 

1 1 have thought good t9 advertise you of the feare he hath.] 
Je trouvai bon de vous avertir de lapeur qu*il a. 

** To the ende that.'] Afin que. 

» JVehadytstetdzj more than Hi* c. horse of his and of Lemston.] 
Instead of, " iii. c. hers of his and of Levingston's yesterday^* 
car nous avions hier plus de iii. c. theveaux, of which the very* 
arrangement is French ; and even the iii. c. ttois cent remains 
an indisputable mark of the French original. 

}^ For the honor of God.] A French idiom, ^t/r Pbonneur de 
Dieuf as in Pieresk's letter to Camden, " pour Phonneur de 
Dieu, songez a la votre.'* Camd. Epist. 309. 

" Rather wyth more than lesse:/or that is the principal of my 
caire.] Plut6t de plus que de moins, car c* est le principcd de mon 
souci, in which the idiom is obvious ; le principal de P affair c*est. 

'^ I goe to write my dhpatch.] Je m*en vats ecrire mon dipiche ; 
her ostensible or public dispatches, diflPerent from her secret 
letter to Bothwell. ^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



Appendix. 293 



LETTER VIII. 

An other letter to Bothwelly concemyng certaine tokefu 
that she sent hym, 

t 

Monsieur si Fennuy de vostre absence^ celuy de vostre oubly^ la 
erainte Jin' danger ^tant prouv^ d^unchacun h vostre tant ayniet 

MY Lord, if the displeasure of your absence, of your 
forgetfulness, the feir of danger so promisit by every one to 
your so lovit person, may gif me consolation, I leif it to 
you to Judge, seyng the unhap that my cruell lot ' and con- 
tinuall nisadventiire, hes hitherto promisit me folio wyng 
the misfortunes and feares as weill of lait as of a lang tyme 
bypast, the quhilke you do knaw ^. But for all that, I will 
in no wyse accuse you, nouther of your little remembrance, 
nouther of your little cair, and least of all of your jM-omisc 
broken, or of the coldness of your wrytyng'*, «ince I api 

* My cruel lot.'] Mon sort cruel y improperly rendered, /<tf, in- 
stead of fate > ^ ' 

* Followyng the misfortunes ^^ An erroneous translation of 
sutvant les malheursy according to the misfortunes and fears which 
promised her cruel lot and.continual misadventure has hitherto 
promised her; not, as Whitaker supposes, in addition to them. 

3 The quhilke you do knawJ] Lesquels vous savez. 

< Nouther of your little remembrance ^ nouther ^/'j^otfl* little cair^ 
and least of all of your promise broken, or of the coldness of your 
^rityng.] Ni de YoXxe peu de memolrey ni de votre feu d^ soin^et 
moins de tout de votre fromesse rompue ou de la froideur de vOtrc 
Cjcrit; in whix:h the idiomatick elegance of the French ori- 
ginal is obvious and indisputable. And in a letter to Eliza- 
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ellis so far miid yours^ that that qnhilk pleasis you i& ao 
ceptablc to me, and my thoghtes are so willyngly subduit 
unto yours ^, that I suppois that all that commeth of you, 
procedis nat by any of the causis fbrcsayd, but rather for 
sic as be just and reasonable, and sic as I desire my^lfe ^. 
Quhilk is the finall order ' that y6u promisit to take, for^ 
the suretie, and honorabiH service of the onely uphold of 
my lyfe. For quhilk alone I will preserve the same, and 
without the quhilk, I desire nat hot ^uddain daith ^. And 
to testifie unto you quho\^'^ lawlie I submit me under your 
commaundementes ', I have send you in signe of homage by 
Paris the omamept of tl^ hed '°, quhilk is the chief guide 



bethj 24 Sept. 1568, Mary writes, " Assures vqus qu'il i\i 
aura respect do parents ni d'amis que me fasse rompre ma 
promesse. Cotton Lib. Caligula, C. 1. 

' ^ Mf thoughtes are so willyngly subduit unto yours,'] Met pensies 
90US sont si vohntiers assujetties ; as in the sonnets. 

' Mon ame assubjectie 

Est totit a Im et n'a autre vouloir. 

Translated, " My soul all subduit to him, and hes nane uther 
will.*' 

• But rather for sic as be just and reasonable^ and sic as I desire 
my selfe.] Mais pliitot pour" telles qui sent justes et raison- 
nables, et telles queje desire moi-meme* 
; ^ Quiili is theJinaJl order.] L'ordre final. 

^ Of the onely uphold of my lyfe. Fjir the qufMk alone^ t^c and 
ipithout the quhilky I desire nat hot suddaia daith.] J^nseulsim- 
tien de ma vie, pour lequel seui je veux garder la m^me, et sans 
kquel j,e ne desire que mort scudaime. In these sentences, and 
throughout the wMe letter, the French idioms cannot pos^ 
sibly be xnistaken. 

' 9 I submit me under your comnumndementa ,] Je me soumets 
4 vos commandements. 

^^-^ In signe of howage-^this ornament of the hed,] En signc 
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of the other members. ^ Iiiferring thdrby, thit by the 
salsyng of you in the pbssessiburi of the spoilt of that 
quhilk is priiicipall the remnant can nol be bot Subject unto 
you, arid with consentyng of thfe hiarl ". In jplace qiihairof, 
^ince I have ellis left it unto yoy *3, 1 send unto you 
one sepulture of hard stone, coUourit with blake, ^awin 
with teares and bones'^. The stone 1 compare to my 

d'homm age Pomement du chef. H^otorie of h^t Scotch mobs, 
or headdresses^ as Whitaker ass^rtis, but tftfeVo^l vf hair men- 
tioBtod afterwards as inclosisd in th^ ring ; and in die next 
sentence, Mary, playing upon the "Wwd thrf^ {)ursues the iOu* 
^lon to ^jkf en chef » 

** AndfdKth conse^yng tfth^ hart.J Qu^en Tons saisant de la 
possession dei d6poutlles de ce qui est pnncipali le reste ne 
|ftut vdus jStre qu*aBSttjetti,«t de tmmiitnantdu cmtr. The *• or- 
-aailiftnt of the head in sign of hotnage j" " the s^isihg in the 
possession of thi§ spoil of that whith is frtncipaV* xrfe absurd, 
and hardly iatelli|^e in Scotch. But the same t^rms, en signe 
d* homfnage, [CotgrsLy^,] smsarit de Isfossestion defd^fomtks^ (^la 
depouiHe d^arbre^ defMirtf de vigtutf ind of bourse ia d^mlle de 
chef, qmest principal) are technical, ot strictly appiroprikte Cb 
the allusion in French, 

'3 In place quhalrofi since that I have dlis left it unto y^uJ^ Au 
lieu duquel (her heart) depuisquejevousfaidejalaisrJ^ a favou- 
rite conceit which Bothwell, adopting, the same strain of sen- 
timental gallantry, had already employed in his message, by 
Paris to the queen at Glasgow ; Dites a la Royne que je lui 
envoye ce diamant que tu lui porteras, et que> si /'avals men 
jcaur, je le lui envoyerois tr^s-volontiers, mais je ne Pay pas 
moi." Paris's Second Confession. 

*^ I send unto you one sepulture of hard stone coUourit *toith blahf 
sawin with teares and bones,'} Je vous envoye une sepulture de 
pierre dure semie de larmes et d'os ; in which the French word 
s'epulturcy and the .French idiom; stmU d^ argent^ ds fisrrs'rUs, de 
larmes—* 
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hart »S that as it b carvit in one sure sepulture or harbor ^ ^ 
The qnenit of your commandements and above all of your name and 
mcmorie % that are thairin inclosit as is my hear in this 
ryng tiever to come forth, quhile death graunt unto you 
to anc trophce of victorie of my bones as the ring is fill- 
lit ^^, in signe that you have maid ane full conquest of me, 
of myne hart, and unto that my bones be left unto you '9 in 



— Et sem^ bien ^pais d^ niege sur la tbte, 
Couvcrte d'un linceul de rose tout semS ; Ronsard. 
are translated literally » ** a sepulture sawent (instead ofitrew^ 
edy) with tears and bones.'' 

'5 The stone I compare to my hart. 2 A faTourite comparison 
of Mary's, which occurs in a letter already quoted, " Je vous 
envoyes mouf ^mr en ba^,etjevo\xs ay apport^ le vray et corps 
ensemble, pour plus surement nouer ce noeud ;" and in Sir 
Thomas Chaloner's translation of her French verses to Eliza^ 
bcth sent with a ring on her departure from France : 

Sed potius cor£ similis mea forma, quod ipsum 
Cor Doming, ezcepta duritie, exhibeat— — - 
O utinam ambarum bene possem adamasaina vincla 
(Orefavete oxanes) rar^/2^ injicere. 

De Rep. Anglor. Instaurand. p. S53L 

^^ One sure sepubureS] Une sepulture sure* 
^ And above all of your name and memorie.J Et snrtout de- 
votre nom et de votre memoire. 

'• Never to come forthy quhile death graunt unto you to ane 
trophee of wtorie oi mj bones.] jfamais jor/ir jusqu'a ce que 
lamort vous donne, a un trophee de victorre de mes or, as in Ron- 
sard. 

Pourquoy faites tu contres mes os la guerre. 
Voirra ma liberty trophee d'un bel otil. 

'9 In sign that you have made ane full conquest of me, of mync 
httt^and unto that my bones be left unto you.] En signe que 
vous avez fcit une pleine conqucte de moi, de mon caur, et a ceU 
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remembrance of your victorie and my acceptable lulf and 
willyng, for to be better bestowit then I merite *°. The 
amelyngthat is about is blakc*', quhilke signifies the sted- 
fastnes of hir that sendeth the same. The teares are with- 
out number, so are the dreadoures to displeis you, the teares 
of your absence, the disdaine that *^ I cannot be in outwart 
effects yours, as I am without feintness of hart and sprite % 
and of gude reason, though my merites wer mekle greater 



que mes os vous seroient laiss^s ; as in a letter to Elizabeth^ 
•* Je me suis mis, moy, ma cause^ et tout entre tos mains." Aug. 
14. 1569. Calig. C. 1. 

^ In remembrance of your vktoricf and my acceptable lulf and 
willyng, for to be better bestowit then I merite.'} En memoire 
de votre victoire, et de mon amour agr^able et volontS^ d'etre 
mieux disfosie que ye ne merite. The whole sentence in its struc- 
ture and derivation is evidently French ; and the conceit, as 
far as it is intelligible, seems to be, that his name and memory 
were inclosed in her heart, like her hair in the ring, never to 
come forth till her death gave him such another (a ring fullit, 
or filled with her bones and hair) as a trophy of his conquest 
and of her afiPection. Such quaint and absurd conceits are 
plainly employed to adapt a mourning ring, containing her 
own and her first husband's, or perhaps, her mother's hair, 
to the occasion of the marriage. 

*' Tieamelyng that is about h blaie,"] L'^mail qui est autour, est 
noir. 

** The dreadoures to displeis you^ the teares of jro«r absence, the 
disdaine /i&j/.] La crainte de vous dSplairey \es larmes devotrc 
absensft le d^dain que, in its old French acceptation of moodi- 
ness, despite. 

. »3 Without felntnes of hart and sprite.'] SdXiS felnfe de Coeur et 
d'esprit; as in the sonnets, " Qu'il cognoistra sansfalnte ma 
Constance.*' The heart and soul, not the spirit, are combined 
in English ; le caur et V esprit in French ; and the proper Scotch 
word is feln%letness, nox f/tntness^ from the French v;oTdf^lntf* 
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then of the inaist pi^fitc that eter was> aiid sic as I dc^ilt 
to be *^, and sail take paync in conditions to imitate ^,lbr to 
bebestowit worthyUc under your regiment^. Myondy 
wealth ^5^ rcsave thairfoir in as gude part the same as I have 
receaved your mariage with extreme joy, the qiihilk ishal hdt 
part forth of my bosom quhile that mariage of our bodies 
be maid in publik, as signe of all that I either hope or dc- 
siris of blis in this warld '^ Yit my hart '9, fearyng to dis- 
please you, as mikle in the reading hereof, as I delite me*» 
in the writyng, I will make end, after that I have kissit 
your handes with as greit affeaioun as I pray God (O the 



*4 And oigudt reason^ though my merites wer mdle greater thm 
of the maist profite that ever vjos^ and sic as I desire to be.] 
De bonne raison, quoique mes merites fusseiit plus grands qoe 
de la plus parfaite qui fut jamais^ et telle que je desire itre\ in 
which the ellipsis is altogether French, 

*5 Take payne in conditions to imtafe.^ To take pains is the Eng- 
lish, to take pain the French idiom ; and conditions for quali- 
ties, already noted in the fourth letter, occurs in a subsequent 
letter from Mary to Norfolk, when speaking of herself altaost 
in the same strain as in her letter to Bothwell. " But for aB 
their saying, I trust in God you shall be satisfied with my 
conditions f and Behaviour, and faithfuU duty to you, whenever it 
jAall please God 1 be with you." Hardwicke State Pa* 
pers, i. 191. 

^** To be hestotott 'wortbyliejinder yovr regiment J} Pour £tre di- 
gnement disposee sous voire regime^ 

*7 il;^o«/y wealth.] Mon setil ^*£n. 

*^ All that I either hope or des'irts of bRss iti this nvatid*'] Instead 
of all the" bliss that I hope or desire ; ^* en signe dt tout ce que 
j'esp^re ou desire de bonheur ditns ce monde. " 

^9 Tit my hart.] Mais mon cmrl as in the fourth letter. 

3® As I delite me.'] « Cbmme je me plais,' a reflected verb 
preserved in the translation. . - 
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tmxAf uphold rf my lyfc) to gif you iang and bUssit life, 
mad to me your gude favour as the oulie gude that I desire 
and to thequhi& I {H*^tend^^ I ba/ve shawin unto this 
bearer that quhilk I have learnit, to quhom I remit me, 
Icnawaad the -credite that you gaif hym as she doth that 
vnll be for evir unto you humble and obedient lawfiill 
wife 3» that for evir dedicates unto yon hir hart, hir bodie, 
- — ' - J ■ - •■ . • - ■ I.I. 

3* / wi^ make end, tfc — as the onely gude that I desire^ and 
to the quhilk I fretimdS] l^fermfin apres avoir bais6 les mains> ^ 
avec autant d'affection que, je prte Dieu (O le seulsmOien de 
ma vie) de vous dormer longue et heureuse vte^ et ^ md votre 
bonne grace, comme le seid Men que je d6stre, et auquelje pre- 
tends. The same terms of endearment are to be found in the 
tonnets, written at the same time with this last lettet. 

mon sent Men, et mon ( ma ) seul esperance. 

Par vous, mon caur ! et par votre alliance. 

De vous je dis, seu! soutien de ma vie. ' 

And as the sonnets were confessedly written in French, no 
doubt can remain of the language to which those expressions 
belong. But the structure of the whole sentence is so strictly 
French^ and so peculiar to Mary, that we discover the same 
phraze and inversion (and to me your gude favour) in a letter 
to Elizabeth, " pour /frier Dieu qtt'il vous doinct en sainte ires 
Jnureuse et longue vie, et a moi patience, et la consolation que 
j*entend recevoir de vous." May 17> 1568. Calig. C. 1. The 
same conclusions also, are so frequent in her correspondence^ 
that of fourteen letters to Elizabeth, from her arrival in 
£ngland till Sept. XB^S^ eleven conclude " tn priant Dieu qu'il 
vous doint en sante longue et heureuse vie/* and three with some 
equivalent prayer, generally " afres avoir baisiles mains J* 

»* To whom I remit me, ^c. — that will he for ever unto you , 
humble, and obedient lawful wifeJ\ *' A qui je n^en rOpporttf sa- . 
chant le credit que vous lui donnez, comme elle fait qui vous 
serji toujours femme humble oheyssante et loyalle\ as in the sonnets. 
Vol. II. P 
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without any change as unto hym that I have maid pofise^ 
sour of hart ^% of quhilk you. may hold you assurit that 
unto the deith sail na wayes be eschangit for evill nor gudc 
sail nevir make me goe from it ^^. 

Qu'k robeyir et serf ir loyaunieht, 
. , De vous servir et loyaument aymet. 

Translated " to serve him truly.** But the structure and 
inversion of the sentence (unto you humble and obedleni lawful 
*wlfe) are peculiarly French ; and the transition from the first, 
to the third person was familiar to Mary, who writes to Eli- 
, zabeth, " Ma bonne soeur gaynes moy \ envoyes moy querir ; 
n'entres en jalousie pour faulx rapportes de celle qui ne desire 
que votre bonne grace." Aug. 27, 1568. Calig. C. 1. 

33 — That for evir dedicates unto you hir hart^ ^c. — as unto 
hym whom Iha!ve w^zi^possesseur of hart.] Q\xefoi{rjamaLr vous 
deJie son caur^ son corps, sans aucun changement^ comme a Ifd 
que j'ai {z\t possesseur du caur. As in the sonnets ; ** Et sans 
changer me trouvera tout une ;" and in a letter to Elizabeth, 
** puisque je desire vous dedter ma vie et caur pour jamais*^ 
Sept. 1, 1568. ib. 

34 Of quhilk^ l^c-^that unto me deith sail na <wayes he es- 
changit ^br evil nor gude, sail nevir make me go from Jt.] Du- 
quel vous pouvez vous tenir assure, que jusqu'a la mort sera 
nulkment eschang^ car mal ou hten ne m^en fera jamais deparilr. 
Here the Scotch phrase varies with the old French, from 
change to es change ; and the different arrangement of the two 
phrases, " It behoves us to do ^W and to shun m/," Ufaut 
eviter le mal et faire le bien, marks the original to which the 
French idiom, evil nor gude belongs. But, whoever compares 
the letters with a single State-paper, or other letter of the 
period, Scotch or English, inserted in our appendix, will be 
satisfied that the former possess the genuine refined idioms of 
a French original ; and through the medium of a homely 
translation, will easily discover an elegance to which our 
language was then a stranger. 
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Abstract of matters shewed to the Quene^s Majesties 
Commissioners by the Scottes; sent the tith of Oc- 
tober. Vol. I. p. 217, note. 

A brief note of the chief and principall poinds of the ^ene 
of Scott es lettres wrjtt^h to JBothai/l, which may tend to' her con- 
dempnationyforher consent and procurement of the murder of 
her hiishahdy as farre forthe as we coulde by the reading gather '. ' 

FIRST, t^ie plaine and manifest wordes contevncd in Haynes, 

' ' 480. 

the said lettres,. declarmge the inordinat ind filthie love be* 
twciie her and Bothaill; 

Next, the like wordes plaineljr dedlaringe how she hated 
and abhorred her said husband. 

Then for the declaratibn of the cdnspiracie, and hcf» 
procurement tod consent to the murder of her said hu^ 
band, how she toke her joiii^hey from Ederiburghc to Glas-^ 
CO, to visite him, bcirige thear^ sicke, and purposely of in- 
tent to briiige him t^ith her to Edeributghei 

She wrote to Both^iill from Glasco, how she flattered 
her said husband to obtaihe her purpose \ and that the 
earle of Lenox his father, that daye that she was devising^ 
to.bringe his sonn^ to Edenburghe^ did blede at the noose 
and mowthe, willing the said Bothkill to gheese what pre- 
sage it was. 

She Wrote also j that she was aboUt a wdrke that slie hiiteci 
greatly, and that she lied and dissembled to get creadite 
with her husband^ and to bringe her faschious purpose to 
passe> confessing herselfe therein to do the office of a trai- >^ 



From a paper indorsed by secretary Cecill. 
Pa 
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teresse, which, wearc it not to obey Bothaill, she had lever 
be dead then do it, for her harte did blede at it. 

Also die wrote that she had wonne her Imsband to g^ 
with her to Edenburghe, and to d6 whatsoever she woldc 
have him to do, sayinge, alas ! she nevbr deceaved anic be- 
fore, remittinge herseife altpgeth^ to the will and pleasure 
of Bothaill, wherein she wold obey him, whatsoever come 
thereof; requyringhim to advise with himslblf, if hecouldc 
fynde owt anie other secreat invention by medicine, fcfr 
her husband was to take medicine, and tne bath also dH 
Cragmiller. 
• She biddc^e Bothaill to burn the iettre, for it was ma 

dangerous to thfem, attd iM>thiflge wcil said in it, for thfc 
she was thinkinge upon nothinge but fabchfef ie, re<|iiyringt 
him thai, sithens tbohey him, Tict dear Idve, she'Spjfred 
neither honour, conscience, hazard, hw jr^atucs wh^bo» 
ever, he woukte take it in good parte; and tfas^ he ntbld 
not see her. Whose fkined tears shotilde iiot be so xnudift 
frzktd, as the laithefbll iiravalUes whidi she 'suatejbed 1ft 
mcrite her place, for the bbteyninge whereof agidnst her 
nature, she betraied him that mi^ht tmpedie it, |>rsyitagd 
CSkxi to forgcavc her, ttnd to geave unto Bothaill, her <Mj 
lDlre,^]£e hzppe and prbuspiritie Wfaich^ s^ his Uuiibk and 
fidthful love wishith onto him ; hdopii^ ' shoriety to be 
snotfaer thfaige uioka him, for liheYdtm'do^her yrkesboat 
troqbles. 

Finally, she wrote to Bothaill, that accordinge U> bOe 
fomiiisslon, she wolde bringe Ae man with lier 5 i^^yi^ 
hifti to worke Wisely, orek the whbk burden ^^frfde lye 00 
ker dioxilders ; and spedally to make good watdie, thtt 
>^birdcsa5)ednotiwt'ofthe<iage. £xamitM»r^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



ABPENDIX. 31$ 

t 



J^^bici (inawinfktth rf the Querns Ic^tt^rs sent to the 
Erie BothwelU Voh I. p. 217, note, 

P)rom the Paper Office^ 

- GMBPRIMIS9 a&er lang discourse of hlr conference with Anderson, 
the king hir husband in Gla^ow, sche wreitis to the said 
ople v^ tkir termes : ^A This is my first jurnay, I sail end the 
!^uhe Uif mome : I wreite iu all thingis, howbeit they be 
of littiU wejrchti to the end that ye may tak the best of all 
tpi juc^ upoun. I am in doing ane wark heir that I haitte 
gretHe : baif ye not desyr to lauche, to sie me lie sa weiU, 
at the kist 10 dissemble so wcill> a^d Xo teU hym the treutli * 
betwix handis." 

fym^ Schorlie after : ^* We ^e coupled with twa fals 
racii ;. the d^yiU syndere us, and God tn(yt knit ys togidder 
for eyer for the maist faithful cnppk that ev^r he unitit. 
Thia is my faith, I will die in it." 

Itmt. Thaircfifer, *< I am nat weill ^ case, and zeit verray 
glaid to Tfrcit un^o quhcR th<5 rest are slepandj sei^ that I 
can not sleip as they do, ?^nd ^^ \ W?iW 4psyir5 that is in your. 
ar^t« my^ deir luife," 

beint. A littill thairefter : *^ Adverteis me quhat ?e haif 
dcUbejat to 4o in the piatter ye knaw upoui* tlus ppint, to 
the ,end we may understand uthcris wele, that nathipg thair 
ttrnw be spUt," 

Item. Thus ^chc concludis the lettre: " "Warcit mocht 
thispokish^ man he, ^hat causes mc haif sa meikil paj^e, for 
without hym I wald h^if ane far mair jde^ant subject to dis* 
course upoun. He is not ocr meikle spihj hot h^ has gottin 
verray mekill ; he has almaist slane me with his braith ; 
it i§ war npt your uncli?, and zeit I cum na neirar hot sat. 

. p 3 
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in ane cheir at the bed-fute> and he beand at the uthec 
^nd thairof." 

Item. Thairefter, *' Ye gar me dissemble sa ^ir^ that I 
haif horriug thairat, and ze cans me almaist 4o the office 
of an trahatores. Remember yow^ ji it wer not to obey 
yow, 1 had raither be deid or I did i{, my heart blidis at it 
Summa, He will not cmn with me, except upoun condi- 
tioun that I shall be at bed and bourd with hym as of bc- 
foir, and that I sail leif him na efter!* 

Item. Schortlie thairefter : " Sunima, he will gac upoun 
my word to all places. Alace, I never dissavit any bodicy 
bot I remit me altogidder to your will. Send me advertis- 
ment quhat I sail do, and, quhatsuroever sail cum thairof, 
I sail obey you ; advys %o with yourself, ji ye can fyn4 
out any mair secreit inventioun be medecein and the baith 
in Craigmillar." 

Bern. " Thairefter, I sail draw out all thingis out of hym, 
gif ye will that I advow all thingis unto hym } bpt I will 
never rejois to aissave any bodie that trustis in me \ zct 
notwithstanding ye may command me in all thingis. Haif 
no evill opinioun of me for that cause, be reason ye ar the 
occasioun of it your self, because for my awn particular 
revenge I wold not do it to hym, 

Item^ After, *^ For certaintie he suspectis t^at thing yc 
know, and of his lyif j bbt as to the last, howsone I speak 
twae or thrie guid wordi§ unto hym, he rejois and is out 
of doubt.'^ 

Item. Schortlie thairefter, *' All the Hamiltounis are heir 
with me, and accompanies z|ae very honorably." 

Item. Thairefter, *f Be not pffendit, for I gif not our 
meiill credyt now, sence, to obey you, my ddr luife, I 
spare nouther honpr, conscience, por gretnes quhatsumever^ 
1 pray you tak it in guid part, and not after the intei^ret»- 
tion of your fals guid-brother, to quhom, I pray you, gif 
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nac credyns agains the maist faythfuU luifer that e^^er ye 
had, cm: ever sail haif. SIq not hir quhais fenzeit tearis suld 
not be sa mekiU praysit, nor estemyt, as the trew and fayth- 
filU travaillis, quhilk I sustene to merit hir place, fqr ob* 
teyning of quhilk, aganis my naturall, I betray thame that 
may impesche me. God forgive me, and God gif yow, my 
onlie^ luif, the hape and prosperitic that your humble an4 
faythfiill luif desyris unto yo^j quha hoipis schortlic to be 
ape uther thing untp yow," 

Item. In the credit gifin to the berar, quhome we under- 
stand was Paries, " Remember yow of the purpoise of the 
|adie Reires — — pf the ludgene in Edinburt." 

Item. In ane uther lettre sent be Betoun ; *^ As to me, 
howbeit I heir npe farther newes from yow, according to 
my commission, I bring the man with me to Craigmillar 
upon Munday, quhair he will be all Wednisday. And I 
will gang to Edinburt to draw bluid of me, gif in the mene 
(yme I get no newes in the contraire from yow." 

Item, Verrah schortlie after : *^ Summa, ye will say he 
makis the court to me, pf the quhilk I tak so gret pleseur, 
that I enter never quhair he is, bot incontinent I tak the 
seiknes of my syde, I ame soe faschit with it : yf Paries 
bring me that quhilk I send hym for, I treast it sail amend 
me. I pray yow adverteis me pf your newes at length, and 
quhat I sail doe in cais ye be not retumit quhen I cum 
thair, for, in cais ye work not wyselie, I sie that the haill 
burthin of this will fall upon my schulderis. Provyde for 
im thingis, and discourse upon it first your self." 

Item. In ane uther lettre : " I pray yow, according to 
your promeis, to discharge your hart to me, utherwayis I 
will think that my malheure, and the .guid composing of 
thamcy that hes not the third part of thefaythftill and will- 
ing obedience unto yow that I beyre, has wyne, aganis my 
>rill, that advantageoy er me quhilk these^nd luif of Jasou 
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wan : not that I wolde compair yoir ta anc sa unhappic « 
he was, nor yit mysclfc to anc soc nnpctifiiH a woman as 
sche ; howbeit ye cause ma be sitmqnhat lyck unto hir m 
' ony thing that twichis yow, or that may preserve and fceip 
yow to hir, to quhome ye onlie appcrteih, yf k may be suer 
(swa) that I may appropriat that quhilk is womie throuche 
faythfidl, yea only luiffing yow, quhilk I do and sail do all 
the dayis of my lyif, for pane and evil fhat can cum thereof. 
In recompense of the quhilk, and of all the cvill cpihilla 
ye haif bien cause of to me, remember yow upon the place 
heir bcsyd, &c/* 
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No. XXI, Vol. I. Page 204. 



SONNETS. 
ODE BY QVEEN MARY, 

^ ' • • - 

On the Death of her Husimd Framis IL 
. / ' , ■■■■'* 

EN mon triste & doux chant. From 

D'un ton fort lafiwtabk, mS^ 

Je jette un oeil tranchant^ 
De perte incQmparabk, 
£t en soupirs cuis^ns, 
P^sse mes nudBsurs ana* 

Fut-il un tel malheur, 
Pe dqr€ destinee, 
Ni si triste doulcur, 
De Dame Fortunce, 
Qui mon coeur & mon oeil 
Voit en biere & cercueiL 

Qui en mon doux printemps^ 
£t fleur de ma jeunes^e 
Toutes les peii|c$ sens, 
D^une extrei^c tristcsse, 
Et en rien n'ay plaisir 
^ Qu'en regret Sc deslr. . 
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Ce qui m'estoit plaisant^ 
Ores m*est peine dvtrc, . 
Le jour le plus luisant, 
M'est nuit noire & obscure, 
£t n'est-rien si exquis> 
Qui ^e xn,p\ soit requis. 

J*ay au coeur & a Toeilj^ 
XJn pourtrait & image» 
Qui figure mon dueil9 
Et mon pasle visage, 
f De violcttes teint. 
Qui es% I'amoureux teint* 

Pour man mal estranger, 
Je ne m'a^reste en place, 
Mais ]*en ay beau changer. 
Si toa douleur j'efiace. 
Car 9^on pis & man mi^ux 
So^at les plus deserts lieux. 

Si en quelque sejour, 
Soit en bois ou en^ pree, 
Soit sur I'aube du jour, 
Ou soit sur la vespree. 
Sans cesse mon cceur sent> 
Le regi'c;t d'un absent. 

Si. par foi vers les Cteux 
^ Viens a dresser ma veuc, 

Le doux trait de ses yeux, 
Je voy en une nue, 
Soudain le vois en I'eau, 
Comme dans un tombea^. 
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Si je suls en repos^ 
Sommeillanl: sur ma couche. 
L'oy qu'U me tient propos^ 
Je le sens qui me touchc ; 
Pn labeur en r^coi, 
Tousjours est pres 4e mojr, * • 

Je ne vois autre objet. 
Pour beau qui si presente, 
A qui que soit sujet, 
pncques mon co^ur consente. 
Exempt de pcrfeqtioi^ 
A cett^ aflfection. 

'^^s, chanson; ici £n^ 
A si triste complainte, 
Dont serra Je r^ein. 
Amour vraye & non feintCi 
Pour la separation^ 
JPaura diminution. 
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Carmina Reginm Svotia^ 

Cottpn Lib. Calig. D. X. foj. 314 

II pensier die mi nuoQC. insieme e giovt\, „ 
Amaro et dolce al mio cor caijgia spe$30, , 
E fra tema c speranza lo tien 'si oppressQ 
Che la qiiiette p^ce un^uc nqn trouv^, 

Pero se questa carta a vol renuova 
• H bel desio di veHervi in mc inipresso '^ 

Cio fa il grand affanno ^Wme se stesso 
JIa non puotendq homai da se far prova. 

Ho veduto t'alhor vicino al porto 
Respjnger nave m mcr contrarro- vento \ 
E ncl maggior seren' tiybursi 9 ciclo ; 
Con Sorella cara, teiho e pavento, 
Non gia per voi, ma quanta volte a torto 
Rompe fortuna un ben ordito vello/ 

■ < ' .. - . . . ■■ ■ __ — , — r . , ■ , ,1 . , III — — —1^ 

' This sonnet must have been written when Mary solicite4 
admission to Elizabeth's presence, upon her arrival in Eng^ 
Jai\d ; as the same comparison is employed in a letter to 
Elizabeth, Sept. 2ith, 1568. " Je vous ay asses sourent prle 
de recevoir mon na'ulre agitty en votre port durant la tourmanie. 
Si a ce coup, elle y trouvera port de saluty je y jeteray mes 
ancres pour jamais ; autrement la barque est en la garde de 
I)ieu. Elle est preite, et calf entree pour se defendre en course, 
contre toutes les tourmantes. J'ay plenement procede ave- 
ques vous encores fois-je ; ne prenes a mauvais part, si j'ecrk 
ainsi, ce n'est pour dejiance que fay dc vouSf comme il apert, car 
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"tJarmina ttalica it Gallica Seripia per k^inmn Scoiim 
ad An^Ua R^ginanu 

Ung seul j>enser qui mc profficte et nuit, 
Amer et doulxj change en mon coeur sans cesse> 
Entre Ic double, et Tespoir il m* oppresse 
Tant quefa Jaix^t le tepbs ihclEiiit. 

Done chefe s<teUr, si eerte carte suit 
L'affection de VOUs Veoir qui m*oppresse, 
Cest que je vizeii pein et en tristcsse. 
Si promjptemetit refeet ne^s*ensuit. 

J'ay veu la "tit( f elachfer par c6htrain<itc 
Bn-hault met, proche d'eiitrer au port, 
Et le serain 5e conVertir en trouble : 
Aimi je*suis eti soucy et en craihte, 
Non pas dc Yods, ttiais quatttes fois a tort 
Fortune rompt violle fet cordage double.^ 

\- ' * .. _________ 

je me repose du tout." Cotton Lib. Cal. C. 1. The-«ompari- 
son itself is from Ronssttd. 

pQ pea ^ de tempt le i gv^cfeuit is^hpt 
D'un vent ftettrcux ^empoupamtrton' iwnjtfr 
Te sit sucgir dans te fert ^amovrgwc. 

Mais qu^d Ifna nef de I'aborder est pr^s 
ToWjbuts plus loin quelque^ horrible tempeste 
La single ete Itt^, tafit je stiis malheureur. 

Le'Recueil des Sonnets IV. 
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APPENDliS, 

Certaine French Sonnettes written by the ^eni of ScotteJ U 
Bothwell^ befnr hir mariage with him, and fas it is sayd) 
quhile hir husband lyvity hut certainly befnr his divorce from 
hys ivife^ as the wwdes tham selves shew, befoir quhom she 
here prrferretb hir selfe in deservingto be beloved of BotbwelL 

Buchanan's Detection. 

t 

O Dieu3t f ayez de moy compassion,' 
Et m'cnseignez quelle preuve certain 
Jc puis donner qui ne luy semble vainy 
Die: men amour et ferme affection* 
Las^! n'est il pas ia en possession 
Du corps, dfu cceur, qui ne refuse paine> ^ 
NTy deshonneur, en la vie incertaine. 
Offense de parentz, ne pire affection ? 
Pour luy tous mes amis j^estime meting que rien/ 
Et de mes cnnemis je veux esperer bien, 
J'ay hazarde pour luy & nom & conscieuce :' 
Jc veux pour luy au monde renoncer : 
Je veux mourir pour luy avaneer. . 
Que reste il phis pour prouver ma Constance i 
IL 

Entre ses mains, et en son plein pouvoir, ' 
Je tnetz mon filz, mon faoniieur, et ma viey 
Mon pais, mes subjetz, mon ame assubjectie. 
Est tout a luy, et n'ay autre vouUoir 
iPour mon object, que sansk decevcrir, 
Suivre jc veux, malgre toutc Tcnuie, 
Qu* issir en peult ; car je n'ay autre envic. 
Que dc ma foy, luy faire apperccvoir 
Que pour tempeste ou bonnacc qui face. 
Jamais nc veux ch^ger demeurc ou place ; 
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Tbisame translated line for Utie into Scottish 
Prose. 



I. 

O GODDIS, have of me compassiounf 
And schew quhat certaine profe 
I may geif, which shall nat seem to him vaine 
Gf my love and fervent alffectioun. 
Helas ! is he nat alredy in possessioun 
Of my bodie^ of hart, that refiisis no paync. 
Nor dishonour in the life micertaine. 
Offence of firendes, nor worse afflictioun. 
For lum I esteme al my frends les then nathing. 
And I will have gud^ hope of my enemies. 
I have put in hasard for him both fame and conscience^ 
I will for his sake renounce the worlds 
I will die to set him forwart. 
Quhat remayneth to gief proofe of my constancie ? 
II. 

In his handis and in his full power, 
1 put my Sonne, my honour, and my lyif. 
My contry, my subjects, my soule al subdewit. 
To him, and has none uther will 
For my scope, quhDk without deceit, ' 
I will folow in spite of all enuie 
That may en^e : for I haif na uther desire. 
But to make him perceive my faithfulnes. 
For storme or fayre wedder that may come, 
Never will it chainge dwelling or place. 
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Brief je feray dc ma foy telle preuvc, 
Qu'il cognoistra sans fainte ma Constance^ 
Non par mes pleurs, ou fainte obeyssance, 
C^mme autres ont fait, mais par divers espreurc 

:•.■.■• •• ." in.'-' • 

Elle pour son honneitf swwi doibt obeyssance^ 
Moy vous obeyssant, i'en puis recevoir blasme, 
tsT'estant, a mon regret, comme elle, vostre femmc. 
Et si n'aura pour tant en ce point preeminence : 
Pour son pibfit elle use de Constance, 
Car ce n'est peu d'honneur d'estre de voztiens dame ; 
Et moyVpour vous aymer, j'en puis recevoir blasme;, 
Et ne luy veux ceder en toute^^obscrvance : 
Elle de vostre mal n'a rapprehension i 
Moy je rfay tiul repos tant je crains Tapparcnce : 
Par Fadvis des parentz elle eut vostre accointance 
Moy malgre tous les miens vous porte affection 
(Et liicfiez pour tant, mon coeur ! de ma Constance *J 
Et de sa loyaute prenez ferme assurance. 
IV. 

Par vous, mon caur ! et par yostrp alliance^ 
EUe.a remis sa maison en honneiu:, 
Elle a jouy par vous la grandeur, 
Dont tous les siens n'ayent nul asseurancc. 
De vous, mon bien ! elle a eu la constance (Faccointancc) 
Et a gaigne pour un temps vostre coeur : 
Par vous elle a eu plaisir en bon hcur, 
E^ pour vous a receu honneur et reverence i 
Et n'a perdu sinon la jouyssance 
D'un fascheux .sot qu'elle aymoit cherement. 

^ ^ i ■ 1 1 ■ '•* 

' Supplied by lord Hailes from the Scatgh Uraadation. 
Remarks, 179. 
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Schortly I sail gelf of my trueth sic profc. 
That he sail know my constancie without fiction. 
Not by my weping, or faynit obedience. 
As other have done : but by uther experience. 

III. 
Sche for hyr honour oweth you obedience : 
I in obeying you may receive dishonour, 
Nat being (to my displesure) your wife as sche. 
And yit in this poynt she shall have na preheminence. 
Sche useth constancy for hyr awiu profite : 
For it is na litle honour to be maistres of your goodes. 
And I for luifing of you may receive blame, 
And will nat be overcumme by hyr in loyall observance. 
Sche has no apprehension of your evyll, 
I feare so all appearing evill that I can have na rest. 
Sche had your acqueintance by consent of hyr freindes, ^ 

I ag^dnst al thair wil have borne you affection. 
And nat the lesse (my hart) you doubt of my Constance, 
And of hLr faithfiilnes you haif firme assuranc^f 

IV. 
By you (my hart) and by your aliancc 
Sche hath restored hyr house unto honour, 
By you she is become to that greitnes, 
Of quhilk hyr freindis had never assurance. 
Of you (my wealth) sche got the acquentance. 
And hath conquest the same time your hart. 
By you sche hath pleasure and good lucke, 
And by you hath received honour and reverence, 
And hath nat lost but the rejoysance 
Of one unplegs^nt foole, quhilk she lovit dcirly. 



Vol. II. Q 
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Jc ne la pbyns d'aymer done ardammcnt, 
Ccluy qui n'^ en sens, n'y en vaillance. 
En beaute, en bonte, n'y en constahcc 
Point de seconde, Je vis en ceste foy. 
V. 

Quant vous Famiez, clle usoit de froideur | 
Sy vous souffriez pour s'amour passion. 
Qui vient d'aymer de trop d'affection. 
Son doig monstroit, la tristesse de coeur 5 
N*ayant plaisir de vostrc grand ardeur, 
En ses habitz' monstroit sans fiction, 
Qu'elle n'avoit paour, qu'imperfection 
Peust Teffacer hors de ce loyal coeur* 
De vostre mort je ne vis la peaur ' 

Que mcritoit tel mary et seigneur 
Somme de vous elle a eu tous son bicn 
Et n'a prise n'y jamais estime 
Un si grand heur si non puis qu'il n'est sien 
Et maintenant dit I'avoir tant ayme, 
VI. 

Et maintenant elle commence a voir, 
Qu'eUe estoit bien de mauvais jugement, 
De n'estimer Tamour d'un tel amant ; 
Et voudroit bien mon amy decevoir 
Par les cscriptz tout fardez de scavoir. 
Qui pourtant n'est on son, esprit croissant, 
Ains emprunte de quelque autheur cluissant. 
A faint tresbien un enuoy sans Tavoir. 
Et toutesfois ses parolles fardez, 
Ses plcurs, ses plaincts remplis de fictions, 
Et ses hautz cris et lamentations, 
Ont tant gaigne qui par vous sont gardez 
Ses lettres escriptes, ausquelz vous donnez foy 
Et si Taymez et croyez plus que moy. 
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Than I moanc hyr nat to love ardently 
Him that hath none in wit^ in manhead, 
In beauty, in bounty, in truth, nor in constancy^ 
Ony second : I Hef in the bekif. 
V. 

Quhen you lovit hyr sche u^it qoldnesse, 
Gif you sufinth for hir hiif passioun. 
That commith of to grcit aficctkmn of luif^ 
Hyr sadnes schew the ^ri^esae of hyr hgrt> 
Taking no pleasure of your ▼diemcnt burning^ 
In hyr clothing she schew unfaynitly, 
That sche had na fcir, that imperfection 
Could deface hyr qut of that true hart. , / 

I did not see in hyr Ae feir of your death,. 
That was worthy of sic husband and lord^ 
Schortly sche hath of you all hyr weakh* 
And hath never weyit nor estemit 
One so greit hs^, birt sms it was not hirsjt 
And now she saith that she loveth him so weU# 
VL 

And now sche bcgifuaeth to see. 
That sche was of iierafy tviil j^g€mQQt , 

To esteeme the love of sie aae lover, 
And wald faync deceive my kwe, . , 

By writinges and peintit kamiiB|f, 
Quhilk nat the ksse did not hreid in hir brai^ 
But borrowit from sum foatei anthoiti^ 
To fayne one sturti «id haifricme. ; 

And for all that hyr payMbH woirdijir 
Hyr teares, hyr plaintes full of dissimulation, 
And hyr hye cryes and lamentations 
Hath won that paynt^ t^ yoii keip instoi:e^ 
Hir letter^ and writinges, tQ q^di^ yov- geif ^nii^t i ;i 
Ye, and lovfest and belevist hyr more than me. 
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VIL 

Voes Ic croycz, las ! trop je Tappcrcoy 
£t vous doutez de ma ferme Constance, 
O mon seul biei^ et mon seul csperance A 
Et ne vous puis asseurer de ma foy : 
Vous m'ctimcz legier qui le voy, 
Et si n'avez en moy nul assurance, 
Et soupconnez, mon coeur ! sans apparence 
Vous deffiant a trop grand tort de moy. 
Vous ignorez I'amour que je vous porte, 
Vous soupconnez qu'autre amour me transporte i 
Vous estimez mcs parolles du vent, 
, Vous depeignez de cire mon las coeur, 
Vous me pensez femme sans jugement \ 
Et tout cela augmente mon ardeur. 

vra, 

Mon amour croist, et plus en plus croistra, 
Tant que je vivray, et tiendray a grand heur^^ 
Tant seulement d'avoir part en ce cceur 
Vers qui en fin mon amour pardistra 
Sy tres a clair que jamais n'en doutra. 
(Pour lui je veux lucter contre malheur *) 
Pour lui je veux recercher la grandeur j 
Et feray tant qu'en vray cognoistra, 
Qu je n'ay bien, heur, ne contentement, 
Qu' a Fobeyr et servir loyaument. 
Pour luy j'attends toute bonne fortune. 
Pour luy je veux garder santc et vie. 



^ Mon seid esperance.^ A false concord, to be imputed per- 
haps to the transcriber or printer* A similar inaccuracy whif)) 
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VIL 

You beleve hir (helas) I perceive It to welli 
And callist in doubt my firjne constancie 
(O mine onely w^lth, and my oncly hope) 
And I can not assure you of piy truth; 
I see that you esteeme me lights 
And be no way assurit of me^ 

And doost suspect (my hart) without aiiy appeating causey 
Discrediting me wrangously; 
You do nat knaw the love I bearc to you. 
You suspect that uther love transpdrteth mes 
You thinkc my wordes be but wind : 
You paint my wery hart, as it were of waxe, 
You imagine me an woman without jugementi 
And all that encreaseth my burningk 
VIIL 

My love increaseth, and more and more will increase, 
So lang as I shall leif, and I shall hold for ane greit fblicitie 
To have onely pairt in that hart, 
To the qubilk at length my love sail appeare. 
So clearely, that he sail never doubt. 
For him I will strive against wan weaf d| 
Foi* him I will recerse greitnes. 
And sail do so mikle that he shall know 
That I haif no wealth, hap, nor c6ntentation. 
But to obay, and serve him truely. 
For him I attend aU gude fortune. 
For hinl I will conserve health and life. 



Robertson (i. 375.) observed in Goodall, (Jeferons^ ii. 301.) 
i& not in the original , 

^ Supplied by Lord Hailes. 

Q3 
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Pour luf tout vcrtu de suyurc j'ay cnvic, 
Et sans changer mc trouvcra tout* unc. 
IX. 

Pour luy aussi je jette mainte larme, 
Premier quand H se fist de ce corps possesseoF^ 
Duquel alors il n'avoit pas le coeur. 
Puis me donna un autre dur alarme^ 
Quand il versa de son sang mainte dra|pcae> 
Dont de grief il me vint lesser doleur. 
Qui m'en pcnsa oster la vie, ct frayeur 
De perdre>las i k scul rampar qui m'armc : 
Pour luy dcpuis j'ay mesprise rhcmneur, 
Ce qui nous peult seul pouvoir de bonheur : 
Pour luy j*ay hazarde grandeur et conscience ^ 
Pour luy tous mes parents j'ay quite, ct amis, 
Et tous autres respectz sont apart mis. 
Brief, de vous seul je cerche Talliance. 
X- 

De vous, je dis, seul soustioa de ma vie, 
Tant seulement je cerche m'asseurer^ 
Et si ose de moy tant presumer, 
De vous gaigner maugre toute Tenvic : 
Car c'est le seul desir de vostre chere dxaic, 
De vous servir et loyaument aymer, 
Et tous malheurs moins que riens estimer^ 
Et vostre volonte de la mien suivre : 
Vous cognoistrez avecques obeyssance, 
De mon loyal devoir n^omettant lasciance 
A quoyj'estudiray pour tousiours vous<:omplaiic. 
Sans aymer rien que vous, soubz la subjection 
De qui je veux sans nulle fiction 
Vivre et mourir et a ce j'obtcmpere. 
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Por him I desire to ensew courage, 
And he shall evef finde trie unchangeable. 
IX. 

For him also I powred out many tearis, 
first quhen he made himselfe possessor of thys body^ 
Of the quhilk then he had not the hart. 
Efter he did geve me one uther hard charge, 
Quhen he bled of his blude great quantitie, [dolour. 
Through the great sorrow of the quhilk came to me that 
That almost caryit away my life, and the feire 
To lese the odely strength that armit me. 
For him since I haif despesit honour. 
The thing onely that bringeth felicitie. 
For him I haif hazardit greitnes and conscience. 
For him I haif forsaken all kin and frendes. 
And set aside all uther respected, 
Schortly, I seke the aliancc of you onely. 
X. 

Of you I say onely upholder of my lyfc, 
I onely seke to be assuerit, 
Ye, and dare presume so much of my selfc, 
To win you in spite of all envy : 
For that is the onely desire of your deir love, 
To serve and love you truely. 
And to esteme all wan hap le^se than nathing. 
And to follow your wyll wyth myne, ' 
You shall knaw wyth obedience, 
Not forgetting the knawledge of my leal deuty. 
The quhilke I shall study to the fine that I may ever 
Lovyng nothyng but you, in the subjectioun [please you. 
Of quhome I wyll without any fictioun, 
Live and die, and this I consent. . 
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XI. 

Mon CGeur^ mon sang, mon ame^ ct mon soucy^ 
Las, vous m'avez promis qu*aurons cc plaisir 
De deviser avecques vous a loysir, 
Toutc la nuict, ou jc languis icy, 
Ayant le coeur d'extreme paour transy. 
Pour voir absent k but dc mon desir : 
Crainte d'oublir un coup me vicnt a saisir : 
Et Tautre fois je crains que rendurcie 
Soit contrc moy vostrc amiable coeur. 
Par quelque dit d'un meschant rapporteur, 
Un autre fois je crains quelque aventure. 
Que par chemin detourne mon amant 
Par un fascheux et nouveau accident : 
Dieu detourne toute malheureux augure ! 
XII. 

Ne vous voyant selon qu'avez promis, 
J*ay mis la main au papier pour cscrirc, 
D'un different que je voula transcrire : 
Je ne scay pas quel sera vostre aduis ; 
Mais je scay bien qui mieux aymer scaui^, 
Vous diriez bien que plus y gaignera* 
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XI. 

My hart, my bloud, my soul, my care, 
Hdas, you had promisit that I should have that pleasure* 
To devise wyth you at leysure, 
All the night quhair I lye and languish here. 
My heart beyng overset wyth extreme feare 
Seing absent the butte of my desire. 
Feare of forgetting sometyme taketh me. 
And uther tymes I feare that lovesum hart. 
Be not hardenit agaynst me 
By sum saying of ane wickit reporter, 
Uther tymes I fearesumaventure. 
That by the way should tume abacke my love 
By sum troublous and new accident. 

God tume abacke all unhappy augure* 

XII. 
Not seing you as you had promisit, 

1 put my hand to the paper to write. 

Of ane differens that I have willit copye. 

I can not tell what shal be your jugement. 

But I knaw well quho can best love. 

You may tell who shall winne maist. ] . ' 
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No. XXIII. Vol. I. Page 36o. 

CONTRACTS OF MARRIAGE- 

I. 

Short Contract in French^ or Promise of Marria^ by 
Mary to BothwhelL 

Beside those writyngesftie letters, ^c. J there was alswa /x- 
tant a writyng written in Romane hand in Frc^ich^ to he avtnvit 
to be written by the sayd quene of Scottes herself beyng a promise 
of mariage to the sayd Bothwell : quhilk writyng beyng without 
datCy and though some wordes therein seme to the contrary , yet is 
upon credible groundes supposed to have been made and written 
by hir hcfoir the death of hir husband, the tenor quhairof thus 
begynneth. Buchanan's Detection. 

Cotton Lib. NOUS MARIE, par la grace de Dicu, Royne d'Escosse, 
Calig, c. 1. douaryere de France, &c. promettons fidellement, ct dc 
bonne foy, et sans contrayante, a Jaques Hepburn Conte dc 
Boducl, de n'avoirjamays autre espoulx et Mary queluy, 
et de le prendre pour tel toute et quant fois qu'il m'en rc- 
querira, quoy que parents, amys ou autres, y soient con- 
trayres : et puis que Dieu a pris mon feu mary Henry 
Stuart dit Darhlay, et que par ce moien je sois libre, n'estant 
soubs obeissance de perc, ni de mere, des mayntenant jc 
proteste que, lui estant en mesme liberte, je seray prest, ct 
d'accomplir les ceremonies requises au mariage : que je lui 
promets devant Dieu, que j" en prantz a tesmoiguasgc, ct la 
presente, signee de ma mayn: ecrit ce. 
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II. 
Contract at Setm^ written by Huntley. 

There is ako anc uther writyng in Scottish avowit to be 
quhoQy written by the erle of Huntley, datit the v of 
Aprill 1567, conteyning ane form of contract for mariagc 
betwixt the say4 (juene and Erie Bothwell, subscribit Marie, 
quhilk is to be avowit to be the proper hand of the sayd 
quene,aad undemethit James Erie Bothwell, quhilk alswa 
is to be avowit to be the proper hand of the said Erie Both- 
well, af quhilk tyme he was commonly defamit of the kingis 
ski^ghter, and nat ckansit or acquitit therof befoir the 
xii of ApriUfoUowng. The tenor of quhilk contract here 
cnsueth. 

At Seyton the v day of Aprill, the ycre of God 1567, 
the richt excdlent, richt high and mighty princesse Mary, 
by the grace of God, quene of Scottis, considering the 
place and estait quharin Almighty God hes constitute hir 
highnes. And how by the decesse of the king hir husband, 
hir majestie is ziow destitute of ane husband, livyng solitary 
fai the state of widohcde. In the quhilke kinde of lyfe hyr 
majestie maist willingly wald continue, giff the weill of hir 
realmc aad subjectis wald permit it. But on the uther pairt, 
considering die inconveniencis may follow, and the neces- 
sitic quhilk the realme hes that hir majestie be couplit with 
ane Imshand, hir highnes hes inclynit to iharry. And* 
icyng quhat incommoditie may cum to this realme, incase 
hir majestie should joyne in mariage with any foreiii prince 
cf a strange natioun, hir highnes hes thoght rather better 
*o ydde \xxAo ane of hir awin subjectis. Amangis quhomc 
hif ma^ie findis nane mair^ able nor indued wyth better 
qualities than the right noble and hir deare cousing James 
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Erie BothwcU, &c. Of quhais thankful! and trcw scfVic^ 
hir highnes in all tymes by past hes had large pruif and 
hifallible experience. And seing not onely the same gudc 
mynde constantly persevering in him, but with that anc 
inward affectioun and harty luif towardes hir majestie, hir 
highnes amangis the reSt hes maid hir choyse of hym. And 
thairforc in the presence of the eternal God, faithfully, vsti 
in the word of ane prince, by these presentis takes the sayd 
James Erie Bothwell as hir lauchfull husband. And pr^ 
mittes and oblissis hir highnes, that how sone the processe 
of divorce intentit betwix the sayd Erie Bothwell and Dame 
Jane Gordon, now hys pretensit spouse, beis endit by tbc 
order of the lawis, hir majestic shal, God willing, thairefter 
schortly marry and take the sayd erle to hir husband, and 
• compleit the band of matrimony wyth hym in face of ha^ 
Item to the kirk. And shall never marry none uther husband but he 
Korfo^ onely during his life time. And as hir majestic of hir 
*^- gracious humanitie and proper motive, without dcscrvii^ 

of the said Erie, hes thus inclynit hir favor and afiectioon 
towardes hym, he humbly and reverently acknawledging 
the same according to his bounde dewtic^and being as free 
and able to make promise of mariage, in respect of the 
, sayd processe of divorce intentit for diverse reasonable 
causes, and that hys sayd pretensit spouse hes thairunto 
consentit, he presently takes hir majestic as his lauchfull 
spouse in the presence of God. And promittis and oblissjs 
hym as he will answere to God and upon his £delitie and 
honor, that in all diligence possible, he shall prosecute and 
setforward the sayd processe of divorce already begon and 
intentit betwix hyrp and the sayd Dame Jane Gordon hys 
pretensit spouse, unto the finall end of anc <iecreit and de- 
clarator thairin. And incontinent thairefter at her majes-. 
ties gude wyll and pleasure, and quhen hir highnes thinkcs 
convenient, shall compleit and solemnizat in face of haly 
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Icirk the sayd band of matrimony with hir majestic, and 
luif, honor, and serve hir highnes, according to the place 
and honor that it hes pleasit hir majestie to accept hym 
unto, and never to have any uther for hys wife during hir 
majestie's life time. In fayth and witnessing quhairof hir 
hyghnes and the said Erie hes subscribit this present faith- 
fbll promise with thair handes as followis, day, yeare and 
place foirsaidis, befoir these witnes, George crle of Htint- 
Ke, and Maister Thomas Hepbxirne parson of Auldham- 
s^ok, &c. Sic Sub3cribitur. 

MARIE R. 

JAMES ERLE BOTHWELL. 

Here note that this contract was made the v of A prill, 
within viii weeks after the mm*der of the kyng, quhilkc 
was slayne the x of the Februarie befoiri Also it was 
Riade vii days befoir that Bothwell was acquitit by corrupt 
jugeifient of the sayd murder. 

Alswa it appereth by the wordes of the contract it selfe, 
that it was made befoire sentence of divorce betwene Poth- 
well and his former wife. And alswa in very truth was 
made befoir any sute of divorce intentit or begon betwene 
hym and his former wyfe, though some wordes in this con- 
tract seme te say utherwise. Quhilk is thus proved. For this^ 
contract is datit the v of A prill, and it playnly appereth 
by the judiciall actes befoir the twa severall ecclesiasticall ' 
ordinarie judges, quhairin is contained the hale processe of 
the divorce between the sayd Erie and dame Jane Gourdon 
hys wyfe, that the one of the same processes was intentit 
f^id begon the xxvi day of Aprill, and the uther the x^vii. 
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in. 

Publick Contract at Edinburgh on the Eve of the 
Marriage. 

Ooo^sSl, U, AT Edinburgh, the xiiH. day of Mail, the zdr of God 
MD. thrie scoir sevin zeris. It is appointit, agretty con^ 
tractit, and finalie accofdit bctwix the richt excellentyricht 
hcich, and michtic princesse Marie, be the grace of God, 
queen of Scottis, dowarrier of France, on the ane part, and 
the richt noWe and potent prince James duke of Orkney, 
erle Boithvile, lord Halis, Cheichtoun and Liddisdaill, grdt • 
admirall of this rcalme of Scotland, on the mhcr part, in 
manner, forme, and effect ^s efter followis ; that is to say: 
fof^mdde as hir majestie, considering with htrself hoir 
Almkbtie God hes not onlie placit and constitute hk heines 
' to regnne owir this realme, and during hir lyvctymc to g> 
vernc the people and inhabitantis thairof, hir native sub- 
jectis \ bot ah that of hir royail persoun successioun ntydit 
be producit, to enjoy and posses this kingdome axKl dom^ 
nionb thairof, quhen God sail call hir hienes to his mercy 
out of this mortati lyff ; and how graciouslie it hes pleat 
him alreddy to respect hir hienes, and this hir realme, in 
geving unto hir majestie hir maist dearc and onHc s<^ic 
the prince, baith hir hienes self and hir hailt subjectis ai 
dctijund to randcr unto God immortal praysc and thankes. 
And now hir majestie being destitute of an husband, kvand 
solitary in the state of wcdoheid, and zit zoung and of 
flurishing aige, apt and aUe to procreate and bring for^ 
ma children, hes bene preissit and humbly requirit to zeild 
unto sum mariage. Quhilk petitioun hir grace weying, and 
takii^g in gude part, bot cheiflie regarding the preservatioun 
and continewance of hir posteritie hes condescendit thairto. 
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And mature dcUbaratloun being had towcrt the personaige 
of him with^uhome hir Hienes suld joyne in manage, the 
maist part of hir nobilitie, be way of advise, hes humbly 
prayit hir majestic, and thocht bettir that she suld sa far 
humble hirself, as to accept ane of hir awin borne subjectis 
on that state and place, that wer accustomat with the ma- 
neris, lawis and consuetude of this countre, rather nor ony 
forcyne prince : and hir majestic preferrand thair advysc 
and prayers, with the weilfiir of hir realme, to the avance- 
mcnt and promotioun quhilk hir hienes in particular mycht 
have be foreyfie mariage, hes in that poynt likewise incl)mit 
to the sute of hir said nobilitie. And thay ritoiand the said 
noble prince, now duke of Orknay, for the special person- 
aige, hir majestic well avysit, hes allowit their mot ioun and 
nominatioun, and graciouslic accorcEt thairunto, having re- 
cent mcmoric of the notable and worthic actis, and gudc 
^rvice done and perfbrmit be him to hir majestic, alswell 
sen hir returning and arrivall in this realme, as of befoir in 
hir hienes*s minoritie, and during the time of govemament 
of timquhile hir dearest moder of gudc memorie, in the 
fbrthsetting of hir majestie's auctoritie aganis all impugnaris 
and ganestanderis thairof : quhais magnanimitie, courage, 
and constant trewth towert hir majestic, in preservation of* 
hir awin pcrsoun from mony evident and greit dangeris, and 
ki conducting of heich and ^profitable purposes, tending to 
hir hiencs's avancemcnt, and establissing of this countrie 
. to hir perfite and universal obedience, hes sa far movit hir, 
and procurit hir favour and afFectioun, that abuif the com- 
moun and accustomat gudc grace and benevolence quhilk 
princes usis to bestow on noble men, thair subjectis weill 
deserving, hir majestic wil be content to ressave and tak to 
hir husband the said noble prince, for satisfactioun of the 
hartis of hir nobilitie and people. And to the effect that 
hjr majestic may be the rrmx able to governe and rewill hip 
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rcalme in timci to cum during hir lyfetime, and that yssae 
and successioun, at Godis plessour, may be produdt of hir 
maist noble persoun, quhilkis^ being sa deir and tender to 
hir said dearest sone, eftir hir majestie's dcceis, may befoir 
all utheris serve» ayd and comfort him. Quhairfore the 
said excellent and michtie princesse and quene^ and the 
said noble ami potent prince James duke of Orknay sall» 
God willing, solemnizat and compleit the band of matri- 
mony, ather of thame with uther, in face of haly kirk with 
all guidlie diligence. And als hir majestic, in respect of the 
same matrimony, and of the successioun, at Goddis plesour 
to be procreat-betwixt thame, and producit of hir body^ 
sail in hir nixt parliament grant a ratificatioun, with avise 
of hir thrie estatis, (quhilk hir majestic saU obtene) of the 
infeftment jnaid be hir to the said noble prince, than crie 
Boithvile, and his airis maill to be gottin of his body^ 
quhilkis failzeing, to hir hienes and hir crown to return, 
of all and haill the erldome, iandis, and ilis of Orknay and 
lordship of Zetland, with the holmis, skerreis, quylandis, 
outbrekkis, castellis, touris, fortalices, manor-places, mifaiis, 
multuris, woddis, omyngharis, fisheingis, alsweill in fineshe 
watteris as salt, havynnis, portis, raidis, butsdttis, partisii 
pendiclis, tenentis, tenendries, service of fre tenenti$, ad<» 
vocatioun, donatioun, and richt of patronage of kirkk, be- 
nefices and chapellanries of the samyn. Hand within the 
sheriffdom of Orknay and fowdry of Zetland> req)cctive, 
with the toll and custumis within the saidis boundis, to« 
giddjer with the offices of sheriffship of Orknay and fowdry 
of Zetland, and office of justiciarie within all the boundis 
als Weill of Orknay, a3 Zetland ; with all the privilegis^ feis, 
liberteis and dewteis perteining and belangii^g tluurto, an4 
all thair pertinentis, erectit in ane haill and fre dukry, to be 
callit the dukry of Orknay fDr eyir : and, gif neid be, sail 
m^khim new inftftment tbairypop in competeiit »nd d^ 
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in cais, as God forbid, thaif beis na airis maill procreat be^ 
twix hir majestic and the said prince, he oblissis biis utheris 
airis maiH, to be gottih of his body, to renounce the bald- 
ing of blahcbe femAe contcmt in the said inli^nient, 'tafcand 
alwayes and ressaVand liew ihfcftment of the saidis landis, 
'crldomc, Idr^hij), flis, toU, ciistumis, and oMces above 
written, and 4II thair ^ertiridntis eirectit in ^nc dtikry, ai^ 
^td is : qiAilk name and titiH it stM alwayes retene not- 
-Mrithstanding the alterati<)uri of tixd halding ; his saidis airis 
^aiU td be gottin di bis body payand zcrlic thairfoir to dm: 
-^id soveririe Ladyis succ^s6i*is, 6r thair ebmptrdilaris iii 
%ha3r n^6, ^he sotith of twa tlrousaiid poiindis mbney of 
^3ais reahn^, Vkc 2sih6 isamyn was sett in the tyme of the 
^dngis grace hir gracious fader, df maist worthy memorie, 
"ifairdvcr, the said lioble dnd potent prince and duke ob^ 
•fessis h}m>-that he sail nawysc dispone nor put a^^i^y ony of 
His hn^y heritdigi^, possessiounis and offkes present, nor 
i^uhilktshe sail happm to obteiie and eonquess herefter dur« 
%ng-iikvt -ihatiagei fra the tiris maill to be gottih betwix him 
^^And hir «najestie 5 bdt thay td succeid to the same, ak wcill 
tetothcsaid diikry of Oi^knay. Fiirthermair, it is con* 
^Qtided dhd actwdit ^^fe hir majcstie, that all signitoiirsi ' 
. i^^ttti ind wridingis to be subscrivit be hir majestic in tym6 
-lo <sami efter Ih^ completing and isolemnizatioun of the said 
manage, othir of giftis, dispdsitidtiis, graces, priviiegis, 0^ 
iitheriis sic thingis qiih»t«Uittcvir> sal be alsua subscrivit be 
Ac si^d noBle prihce and duke for his interesse/ in signc 
and takitl 6i hi$ consent jaiid as$eht thaii^to, a^ hii* majestic'^ 
:J^$k2^idb. I^ik/eas it h abila mgedt and accoi-dit be the said 
^iiold^ fK-iilte ai^^liik^ iihiat na ^niltours, kttfeis or Wri« 
;tuiji$,'0^^df gifti?^ dispositiJDniSi gtaces, priviiegis, 01^ 
Uthir sic thingis copceming the aSakes of the ^eahne, sal 
be subscrivit be him oniie, and without hir msyesteis avise 
Vol; II. R 



Digitized 



by Google 



^4» , APPENDIX. 

and subscriptioun : and g^ ony sic thing happing the samjn 
to be of nane avale. And for observing, keping and fulfil- 
ling of the premlssis, and every point and article thairoi^ 
the said noble and mychtie prinsesse, and the said nobfe 
prince and duke hes boundin and oblissit thame £uthfidlie 
to utheris ^ and ar content and consentis that this present 
contract be actit and registrat in the buikis of coimsell an4 
sessioun^ adperpetuam ret memoriam : and for acting and r^i^ 
stering heirof in the said buikis, hir majestie ordanis hir ad- 
Tocattisj and the said noble prince and duke hes maid and 
constitute maister David Borthwick, Alexander Skene his 
procuratoris conjunctlie and seyeralie, promittand dt rsUt. 
In witness of the quhilk thing hir majestie and the said 
noUe prince and duke h^ subscrivit this present contract 
with thair handis, day, zeir and place foirsaidis, befoir thir 
witnessis, ane maist reverend fader in God John ardne- 
bishop of Saiiitandrewis, commendatar of Faisly, && 
George erll of Huntlie, lord Gordoun and Bad^enach, chan- 
' cellar of Scotland, &c. David erll of Crawfurd, lord Lind- 
say, &c. George erll of Rothes^ lord Leslie ; Alexander 
bishop of Galloway, conunendatar of Inchafiiray j Johnne 
bishop of Ross; Johnne lord Fleming; Johnne lord Hereis, 
William Maitland of Lethington younger, secretar to oar 
soveranc lady; sir Johnne Bellenden of Aqchnoule, knight, 
justice-clerk ; and Mr. Robert Creychton of Eliok, advocate 
to hir hienes y with utheris divers. 

MARIE R, 

JAMES DUKE OF ORKNAY- 

On the back, xiiii. Mail, 1567^ 
Compcrit personalic the Qnetm Majestie, and Jame^ DAe 
of Orknay, &c. and desyrit this contract to be r^pgistfal, 
&c. in presens of the Clerk of Rqgister> &€.of quhais 
sommaad I haif registrat the samiiv 

L scorn 
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No. XXIV. Vd. 11. Page 5. 

Depositions, Tfidl, and Confessihns of Powriet DaU 
gleishy Hay and Hephurni 

tke l5eppsitto of WiliJAM jpoWrie; 

' Apud Edlinbur^ufni 23 Junii^ An. Dom. i^6ji inpr^seniid 
Dimino^mn Setreti Coticiliii 

^IEL! AME PO^Rffi, borftc in Kinf^wnJij, seruitor to From An- 
tEc crle BothweU, dcponisj That ye satti day the king wcs il^^"^^ 
Sialic & night, the crle Boithwelli a^ttmpanyt With Jaihcs 
Onnestoiinc of yaft ilk, Hob Ornkstoune his fedef bruther, 
lohh Hepbui^nc ot Boltdii, and Johne Hay zouiigcr, ateid 
tdglddef fo ail coiirisele In the licthei^ hall df ye said eric 
Both^cirs ludgctng iil ye.tbbayi about foui* houris eftirndh^f 
or yairby, and remanit yairin twSi hoiuris^ or yairby ; quhai 

. yai did or said, he kiiiiwis ilot. 

Bern. Deponis, Tat Jolm Hepbuine of Bolton, at ieri 
hotires at evin, commandit the deponar and Fat Wilsottne 
to tak up ane carriage of twa maills, the ane ane tfonk^ and 
ft vthir ante ane leddirin mail, quhilks weirc lyand in the 
said nethir hall, quhilks the deponar and the sard Pat put 
6n and chargit upon twa hcne^s of taj Lordis, the ane be* 

^ ing his ^o^n hbrse, sdld caitiit the same to the zet of the 
enteres of the Bl^k Friei^ »nd yacre laid the same down^ 
qnhair the erie Bothwell, acompanit with Robcf t Orme- 

. stoun and Paris, ie:alled French Parisi and ^theris twa quhilk^~~ 
had clo^k^ about yare faces, met the saidis depona^ and 
Pat Wilsoun. And yat zbung TallOj the l^rd of Orme- 
Btame,. and John Hepburne of Boltoun> wes awaitand vpon 
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ye deponar and Fat Wilsoun^ wkhin the said zet ; and yat 
yare the saidis thre persouns within the said zet| ressauit 
the saids twa charges, quhilbs the deponar knew to be put 
der, because the same wes in sundry polks within the said 
mail and tronk ; and ye deponar and said Pat Wilsoun hdpt 
pme in with the same ; and the powder being taken firom 
yame, the said Johne Hepbume of Bolton sent this dqwnar 
for candell, and yat he coft six halpenny candell &a Georde 
Burnis wife in the Cowgate, and deliverit to the said 
lohnne: and yat ye saids persouns ressavaris of the powderi 
had ane towel with them, with ane littil licht candell ; and 
the saids persouns within the said zet oppynit the tronk 
and mail, and tuck out the polks with the powder: and 
everie ane of yame tuck yane upon his back, or under his 
arm, and carryit the same away to the b^k-wall <^ the 
zaird yat is next the trees, and yair the said laird of Ormc- 
stoune, Johnne Hepbume of Boltoun, and zoung TaUo, 
ressavit the pulder fra yame, and wald suffer the deponar 
and his marrow to pass na furdar. And qnhen thedq)mttr 
and his matfro^w came hdk againe to the said Frier s&et, the 
twa horss that carryed the said niatU and tronk war away, 
and zit yay carryit the saids mail and tronk agam to the 
abbay, and as yay came up the Black Frier Wind, the ^lenes 
grace was gangarid before yame with licht torches : and yat 
the deponar and his marrow being cumin to the said scries 
ludging in the abbay, thai tatryit yare ane hour xyr.mair, 
and yan the said erie came in, and immediatly tuk aff ins 
claythes yat wcr on, vtz. a pair of blak velvet hobe, tnusit 
with silver, and ane doublet of satin ^f the same maoer, 
and put on ane vthir pair of black hoide, and ane doublet of 
canwes, and tuk his side rideing clos^ about him, and in- 
continent past furth, acdumpanyt with Frendi Paris, the 
deponar, Georde Dagleish and Pat Wilsonn, md ctmc 
down the turnpike, and alang the beck^waU of die ^amcs 
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garden, quhill pi came to the back of the cunzIe<-housC| 
and the back of the stabillis, while thay came to the Can-^ 
negate. And deponis, yat as yai came by the gait of the 
queues south garden, tne twa sentinellis yat ^ude at the 
zet yat gangis to the utter cloiss, speirit at yame, quha is 
3^t ? and yai answerit, friends. The centinel speirit, quhat 
friends ? and yai answerit, my lord Bothwells friends. 

Item. Deponis, Yat yai come up the Canongate, and to 
the neither bow, and findand the bow steikand, Pat Will- 
son cryet to John Galloway, and desirit him to opin the 
port to friends of my lord Bothwell, quha came arifl op- 
pynit the port, and yai enterit, and zeid up aboue Bassyn- 
tines house on the south-side of the way, and knockit at 
^e staire, and callit for the laird of Ormestone, and Ro- / 
bert Ormestone, and nane answerit yame, and pi yan 
slippit down ane cloiss beneith the Frier Wynd, and come 
to the zet at the Black Friers, and enterit in at yat zet, and 
Stfiid quhill yay come to the j^ack-waU and dyke, quhaire the 
deponar and Pat Wilson left the utheris persouns before 
exprymit, with the powder as said is, and yaire the erle 
Bothweille past in over the dyke, and bad the deponar, 
Pat Wilson, and Georde Dagleish tarry still yair while he . ^ 
come backwart to them. And fufder deponis, yat yai 
tariit yare half an houre, and hard ijever din of any thing, • 
qiihill at last my lord, accompanyit with zoung Tallo, anfd 
Johnne Hepburne of Boltoune, come to. the deponar, and 
Ttheris twa persons being with him, and evin as my lord 
amd thur twa con^s to the deponar and his marowis at the 
d^e, thai hard the crack, and thai past away togiddcr out 
at the Frier 2iet, and sinderit quhen yai came to the Cow« 
gait, pairt yp the Blackfrier Wpd, and pairt up the cloi&s 
which is under the Endmyllis Well, and met not quhill vai 
came to the end i^ th6 Bovf , and iseid d«wii w% ^i^ 09 
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fhc north side of the gait, to haif loppin the w^l pf Lqd| 
Wynd, and yair my lord thoucbt it over heich, and came 
again aback to the port, and caused cry upon John G^- 
loway, and said yai war friends of my lord Bqthwilis. An4' 
John Galloway ruse and let them fiirth, and syne yai past 
do.yirn St. Mary*s Wynd, and down the back zairds of the 
Canongait, and to the said erles ludging j and as yai past 
th^ queens guards before spccifyit, sum sentinells spcirit at 
yatne quha yai war, and yai answerit, yai war friends of my 
L. Bothwejll 5 and als spcirit quhat crak yat w?is, and yai 
answerit, yai knew not j and yat the sentinels bid them, if 
yai were scrvandis of my L. Bothweill, to gang yair vr^j. 

My lord come into his ludgcing, and immediately caWt 
for ane drink, and tuk off his cloathes incontinent, and zeid 
to his I^d, and tarriet in his bed about half an hour, quhen 
Mr. George Racket come to the zet, ?md knocks, and de- 
sired to be in j and quhan he pme in, he appeared to be 
ifi ane greit eftray, ^d was black as any pik, and not ane 
word to speik. My lord enquirit, quhat is the matter, 
man ? And he answerit, the kingis honse is blawn up, and 
I trow the king be slayn. And my lord cryet, (y, treasoun f 
And yan he i:aise and pat on his claiths. And yarefter the 
erle Huntley and mony came in tp my lord, and yai zeid 
inte the queues house. * 

lUm. £)eponis, Yat upon the nixt nicht cfter, my lord 
desyrit yis deponar, Pat Wilson, Georde Daglish, the laml 
of Ormestoune, and JJob Ormcstoune, John Hepburn, and 
zoung Tallo, to keip thair tongues cloiss, and yai suld nevir 
want sa lang as he had, and yat he suld send (he depomqr 
and Pat Wilson to the armitage, and yat yaj suld be honesdy. 
sustainit. And being inquirit, gif this deponar, at my 
lord Bothwells desyre, socht ane fyne lunt of any of the 
suddartis : and answerit, yat he did ^tke same^ and gat a 
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f&eker of' fine lunt of half a faddome, or yareby, fira ane of 
the suddartis, qnhais name he knawis not» and deliverit to 
Jehne Hepbtirhe of Boltoune^ upon Saturday before the "^ 
klngk slaughter* ^ 

Apud Edinburgum 3 yuliiy An.Dom. 1567, in presentia 
Dominorum secreti Conciltu 

WILLIAME POWRIE reexamined, deponis, Ynt the 
carage of the tronk and mail contenit in his former deposi- 
tioun, were carryed by him and Pat Wilsone, upon ane 
gray hbrss yat pertained to Herman page to my lord, at twa 
sundry tymes, and war carryed and conveyit by yaim into 
the place containet in his former deposit, and yat at the 
Frier Wynd fote yis deponar said to Pat Willson, at the 
con^^eying of the last carrtagp, thir words, Jesu, Patti 
quhattin ane gait is yis we are gangand ? I trow it be not 
gude. And he answerit,-! trow it be not gude j but weist,^ 
hald zour tongue. 

Bern. Depons, Quhan the deponar and Pat Willson come 
to the Frier Zet with the last convoy, and laid the same 
down, Robert Ormestoune come fiirth; and said thir words* 
This is not gude like, I trbw this purpois will not come to 
this nycht, I will in and se quhat yai are doing. 

Item. Yarcftir quhen the powlder and greaith was carry- 
ed inwart, the Deponar tarryand at the dyke, the laird of 
Ormistouo of yat {Ik caine agait), and said to John Hep- 
bume and young Tallo, thir words, (Paris Frem^bman be- 
ing with him) be God it is fair in field, cum of it quhat 
will, and bade the deponar and Pat Wilson gang their way } 
and at the same tyme yat ye deponar and Pat Wilson laid 
4own the last cariage at the said Frier Gait, the £. Bothweill 
came unto thame utwith the Frier Zet, accumpanyit with 
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ihrt toorCi quKiiks had yare cloaks, and mulls upon jm 
feet, 
*" ' lUfTL Dqxmis, Yat the saidift Johmic Hqplmmc of B(^ 
tone, upon Saturday at evin befoir the kingis slai^hteri 
brought the mail and tronk quhairin the powlder was, tfl^ 
the £. of Bothwiles ludgeing, and laid m the same m die 
neither hall : and t£ie deponar deckris, yat at the last horse 
^rariage he b^e up a?ic toome poulder barrel to the same 
place yai carriet the pulder, and yat he wist not how nor 
be quhome the aaipe came in the erle Bothweiiis l9(^[ing i^ 
^h&abby. 
- It^m. Deponis, Yat upon the mom ^ir th<^ kingif 
sbuchter, viz. Mononday, Johne Hepburne of Boltoun gat 
ane gray horse, Mr. Young. Tallo ane broun horss fra my 
L. Both^reill. 

Item. Inquirit gif WiHiaixi Geddes deposition, bcmg red 
pa the depon^, was trew ; dcdarit the same w» all trew, 
«pxcept the deponar remembers not quhidder he bad an^ 
^ounsulit this Geddes pot tp be fund o;^ the gut yat nych^ 
pr not. 

This is the trew copy of the depositk)n$ pf the said Wilr 
iiam Powry, maid in presence of the kwrds. pf secrett 
counsall, ^oncprdand and agrieand with the princip^ 
remainand at the pffice pf justiciary, col^ionat be me 
sir John Bellenden of Auchnoule, clerk of our ^pnefaii^ 
lordis justiciarie, witnessing my sign and subscription 
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Digitized 



by Google 



APPENDIX, 



The Deposition of GEORGE DALGLEISH* 

j^d EdinbMrgHm^ 26 Jumi, An. Dom. '^^C'jy presentHms C9^ 
mitibus de Mortoun isf Atho(y prepesito 4^ Dt^nieey bf do^, 
ptino de Grange. 

GEORGE DALGUSH seruande in the cfaalmer to the. 
erle Bothwdl, of the aige of 27 zeiris, or yareby, &c. deponis^ 
^t ye Sunday the k4ng was slayne at nycht, the E. Both- 
well, ^cumpanyic with the l^ird of Ormistoiine of yat ilkj^ 
Hob Qrmestoune his feder bruther, Johne Hepburne of 
^oltpne, Johnne Hay of Tallo zounger, war togiddcr id 
the neither ball of the s^d erl's ludging in the Abby, abou| 
four houres in the eftirnone, and remained yar^in ane hoanr 
^d a half, and <|uhat yai did knaws not, be ressoun tho 
^ponar rem^nit for tl^ m^t part ii^ my lord's chalmer. 

^fm. Deponis, yat my lord his maister came to hi$ 
chalmer about 12 hours at evin, or yareby, and tuke of his 
f layths, and chingit his hois and doublet, vhs. ane pair of 
hoiss stocket with black welvet, pasementit with silver, ancj 
ane doublett of black satin of the same maner, ^d put on 
ane vther pair of black hoiss, ^d ane canwe^ doubktt 
white, and tuke his side riding cloak about him, of sad Ing« 
lish daith, callit the new colour. And incontinent the 
Erie, French Paris, William Powiy, seruitor and porter to 
0ie said erle, Ps^tt Wilsoun, and the deponar, zeid down 
the tumepyke altogidder and endlong the bak of die 
quene's garden, quhil yow cum to the bak of the cunzie 
house, and the bak of the stabillis, c^uhill zow com to the 
Cannogate foreanent the Abbay zet. And depones, as yay 
came by the entry of the quene's south garden, ane of the 
^tinds yat stu^c at the zet yat gangis to the utter cloiss^ 
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speirit at ttame, quhais that ? Yai answerit, friends ; quhj^ 
firicnds ? firiends to my lord Bothwell. 

Item. Dqxmis, yai came up the Canogaitto thcNethir 
Bow, quhilk wes steikit, and yat Patt Willson cryit to John 
Galloway, and bid him come doXvn and oj^iti the port and. 
let yame in, and yat yai tarriet ane gude q«hilc or Galloway 
came down to let yame in, and speirit atyame^qwhat did 
yow out of yair beds yat time of night ? and eftir yay en- 
tcrit within the portc, yay zeidup abone Bassyntines hoose 
on the southrside ef the gait, and knockit at ane dur be-. 
Beth the swordslippers, and callit for the lard of Ormes^' 
tounes, and one within answerit, he was i>ot yare i and yai 
passit down a cloiss beneth Frier Wynd, and cnterit in at 
the zet of the Black Friers, quhil they come to the bak 
wall and dyke of the tOT^ wall, quhair my lord ?ind Paris 
past in over the wall, and commandit ye deponar, William 
Powry and Pati Willsoun, to rcmayne still quhill yai came 
till yame, and quhatcvir yay hard or saw, not to stur or. 
depart quhiUhe cam againe : and yat yis deponar ai^d the 
Hither twa tarreit yair half an hour or yarcbyj and in th^ 
ipeyn time har4 ^^ ^^ Q^ ^^7 ^hing, quhill af laii|: piy tprd,, 
^ccumpanyit ^^jth John H^y zounger of T^lp, Jpl^ieHep- 
burne of Bplton, come to t]ie depoi^ar, and tii^ company^ 
yay hard tl^e crack, and past all away tog^dder out at the 
Frier zet, and sunderit in the Cowgait. My lord, Johnne 
Hepburi^e, an4 PaJ Wilspune, William Powrie and the 
deponar zeid lip ;jne wynd be-est the FrierWynd, and crossit 
the Hiegailt at the Nether Bow, to l^if lopin the wall at 
I^dth Wynd, bat thai thpcht the wall pver hich, and came 
agane to the Port ; ^4 my Ibrd caussit cry upone Johne 
Galloway, and s^id, yay were seryands of my loid Both^ 
«icill i and yat he jvse ^d oppynit the wickit, quha it wes 
yat ruse, ignorat : and syne yay passit down St. M^ry 
lYyqd, ^nd dpwn the back of the Cannygait^ and tp th^ 
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$aid eries ludging, and enterit be the same tumpickc yat 
yai cam forth at. And as yai passit by the quene's gardens^ 
ane of the sentmeFs speirit, quha yay war ? And yai ans- 
werit, yai war friends of my lord Bothweifl. And so soon' 
as my lord came in his ludgeing he cryit for ane drink, and 
incontinent yareftir tuke off his claytl^s1ind.2ejd to his 
bed, and lay be thespaceof half ane hour oryareby; and 
yat Mr. George Hacket came to the chalmer about half ane 
hour ^ftir my Iqrd lay down. Quhan he came in, he ap- 
perit to be very cflfrayit, and my lord speirit, quhat is the 
rnatter man ? And he answerit, yat he heard at the Kirk of 
Field like the schot of ane cannoun, and, as I hear say, the 
kind's house is blawn up, and I trow the king be slayne. 
And incontinent my lord raise and pat on his clayths^ that 
is to say, the same'hoiss and doublet yat he had on upon ^ 
Sxmday, quhilks wer passements with siluer, and sa sonc 
as my lordis clayths was on, he departit fiirth of the chalmer, 
and the deponar remanit still in the chalmer. 

This is the trew copy of the depositione of the said 
George Dalglish, maid in presence of the lordis before 
cxprimit, cphcprdand and agreeand with the principall 
j-emayning at the office of justiciarie, coUationat by mc 
Sir John Bellendent knight, clerk of our soveraignc 
lordis justiciary, witnessing my signe and subscriptioun 
jnanual. 

JOANNES BELLENDEN Ckricus Justiciaria. . 
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, The DcptKition of JCttIN HAT younger of Tate. 

Jpud E^nbvrgum 13 dietnensis Septembris^ An^Dom. 1567, 
in presence of my Lord Reggnt, the Erles tf Morton and 
Atholy the Lcfjfjls of LocUevin^ and Petarow, Mr, garnet 
MagjU^ and the Justin Gierke 

THE quhilk day, John Haye zounger of Tallobeingex* 
aminit anent the kingis graces murther, grantit and con- 
Isssit himself culpable yareof, and as he wald answer before 
God, deponit and declarit the erle Bothwelc his masten 
pairt of the sam(?, sa far as the deponar knew^ in maimer 
following : that is to say, that upon the 7 day of Felwuar 
last bypast, before the kingis murther, therle Bothwdl, 
within hb chalmer in his ludging in the Abbay of Haly- 
rudhpusj schew to the deponar the purpose of the kingis 
murther, sayand their words or siclike, Johne, this is the 
mater, the kingis destructioim is devysit, and I men reveill 
it unto ye, for an I put not him down, I can not haif an 
lyfe in Scotland, he will be my destruction, and I reveill 
this to the as to my freind, and gyf zow reveill it again, it 
will be my destruction, and I sail seik this thy life first: and 
yarwith he gave the deponar also diverse admonitions, and 
iplso fair promises to keip the matter secret, and to take 
prt.with him in the kir^is slaughter, as he had devisitj 
iand yat yayeafter at cvin, in the presence of John Hepburn 
callit of Bofton, the said erle proponit the samyn matter to 
the deponar, quhilk John Hej^urn was on the counsail 
yairptf qf before. And therle Bothwell said to the de- 
ponar, I haye 4evisit it in this manner, and ye sail do the 
same, that is to say, be said ip pre^ncc of James Onnis- 
toun of yat ilk, and the said John Hepburn, thir wfods, 

the pulder moa he laid in the hou$e under the kingis 
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thahne?, quhaft'e the qucene siild lye, m an barril, gyf It 
ioay be gottta wkhin the baftil, and the same batril s»H 
hzii an hoill at the neAer end yareof, and an tre holit auad 
kowkit like antroch put to the hoiU of the barril, and an 
Iwak yarcupou, qnhilk sidl be fyrit at the 6r end, amd the 
tuifyrit end laid in the hdiU of the barnil in the jmlderi* 
And this pdit)o:t suld half bene put in execiltion upon the 
Saturday at n^it> and the matter Is^ySdt yat tizght, becaus 
all tlungis war not in reddynes yairfor. v 

Itgm. Dqxmit, yat tipcm Sun^y yareftcr, aboiit thre^or 
four houres afternone, in therle BiathwelFs nedder hoitae 
In the Abbaye, the aatd etkj Joim Hepburn cf Bolton^ 
ond the deppnar> devysk yat my lord $uld gang np to the 
said laird of Ormiston's chahnen {^^ s» he did) stia sone as 
it was !ctuJDk»>a]id .yat yore pa«t vrith, my lord, quyot on fetc^ 
John Hepbiuti of Bolton, the depcwiisM*, and Ade Afbirrayr 
apiet yame, and susa iidxeris qidaam the dqponar remembord 
ii£>t» at theaaid laisdof OrmotonVsuirefnte of hiscfhalmer, 
.Above dskfijibit> on liic^saaAfSyde of the gait, and yat my 
;l»rd ebmbiiaiidit the jsa&diMe ind lithei^ i& pass to Mr. 
IciaofkSlp^iBdf^tx^nremLpm. yai« ^^ifalM :he came to yame^ 
and yat x^y lordy XohnJiepbikrtt: of Soitos, hod the de^ 
f6tetar>^entorit in lSk6 mid 3aird Tof 'Gbrmbton^s chabiwr, 
qohair tjcay £m& tibe said lardjimd^Hcb prmistoii his £ider 
hrotheC) dndaa brndhdrof the la^dsi, (qfihais name the de^ 
ponar kmrar^ fiot, ani^wasi :put tp;the durt and yair yai 
cobsttlUt ^qcfliat gait yai isuld gocng tb'thekingis house, ht" 
"caiis yax hatdiiottaiie^ai^disTacitiipcxi'of before : and syne 
^izeida&daimTtc^^der to tdie :Biadc Freir^zeit, and ye 
4Mkltord o£ DrnuBton 2eid in throw the a3d Ihowsisr and 
ilraHis, and )pstBt and opynitt the said Freir iset to my loxri^ 
the dicponat?, and the rest foresaid. And yat my lord and 
thedqponar ^eidtip and down the Sowgate, quhiie'WiMef 
Bowry^md Bate WiUson brocht the powder^ qiihil^ wa» 
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hfocht at twa sundry times, furth of the Ab6ay, firom fee 
trli's ludgeing, and yat the same was in a tronk and ad 
mail, and was brought upon Hermanis naig, and yat tUe 
tK)wder was ressavtt in at the Bhek Ffeir zeit be the said 
lard of Ormistoit, arid Johh Hepburn rf Boitown, and yat 
tlte aiamyri was bom in be Wflle Powry, Patfe Wilron, and 
the saids lard of Ormi^on,' Hob Ormiston and the depone 
in the trunk void maiL And yareftir the powder yat wis 
in the trunk, was taken furth cf the same, and put in 

' ^olks, and the powder yat W2(s in baith the tronk and mail 
Was caryit to the kingis house in polks; 

And it is of veritie, that Paris the Fi'eiich min was fii 
the nedder house, na^cr the kingis chalmer^ and had ^ 
key of thd bsdckdowr, and then the Sdid laitl of OnnisMki 
. . past in at the Said dtir, and ^ps&^e with the said Hob bk 
fader bruther, and vp^lth the Said Pari*, bdng both tbt^6o, 
and fand the time Convenient, and taine furth agdti> "iM 

. tauld the samyn to the said erle ^d his cumpany j iaid yat 
yai had with yame alswa a tre and % powdef l^^ntel, -iot m 
have done as said is, but the banrd was %a tneilde, k coidH 
not begottininat diedunr; andyanyaytukidltfeepdfa 
and <;arried yame within the said hidh hoiise, and tenut 
yame on the flour in an hdp, and the polks ^reir takoi 
furth again, and yzt my lord wait in the hoUse afatT) lad 
had left the said Paris yarein, and the siiid Hob staiidadd 
at the dur awaitand upon yair coming: and yat the said 
lard of Ormistone said to the said Joha Hepburn, ze ketf 
now quhat ye haif to do quhen all is quyet abone zoW| 
fyre the end of the lunt, and cum zour way. And yireftir 
the said lai-d of Ormiston past his way with Hob #idi 
him, and Paris. John Hepburn and ye dqxmar tirytc stfll 
within the said laich house a certain space, and Fmsi lodsk 
the back dur, aud the dur yat passes up the tumjffke ta Atf 
kingis chalmer, quhair the king, the quene, ted ye dde 
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Bothwell, and vthers were, and passit up to yamc, le\'and 
t>eh}Adhhn the said John Hepburn and the deponar locktt 
in the said nedder house ; and as the deponar believes, 
Paris shew the erle Bothwell that all things were in readi- 
ness,, and syne sone yarefttr, the queue and the lordls re- 
turnit to the abbay, my lord Bothwell being in her cum- 
pany j and yareftir the erle Bothwell, accumpanyit with 
Paris and Georde Dalgli^h, came to the back zard, and 
the said Hepburn quha had twa keyls of the b^k dur, 
lichtit thelunt, and came with: the deponar, and lockit the 
durris after yame, and fap,d the eric of Bothwell in the 
zaird, quha speirit at yame, gyf they had done that quhilfc 
lie had biddin yame, and fyrit the limt ', and yai answerit 
yat it was done. And efter my lord and thai tarryit intfae 
zvrd ane lang tyme : and quhen my lord saw yat ye matter 
ckmt not hastily to pass, he was angre, and wald have gea 
.in himself in the house, and the said John Hepburn s^oppk 
bim, saying thir w<H'di% ze neid not. And my lord 
:4Nud thir wordis, I will iv^t gang away quhile I see it done; 
and within ane schort space it fyrit, my lord, John Hep 
.lKUti>> the deponar, and Paris being gangang at the fute of 
the aley in the said zard, and quhen they saw the house 
risosmd, and heard the crack, they ran their way, and come 
down the Wyn^ fra the said Freir zett ; and yat my lord 
yareftir pust to the wall at Leith Wynd, to have past over 
itj bat because he thocht it over hich, he sturrit yairwith, 
and came back again to the Nedder Bow, and past furth at 
the port, after Johnae Hepbume had cried upon John Gal- 
kway, porter^ and caussit him oppin the port ; and that the 
saida John Hepburn and Georde Dalgleish passit afore with 
nay lord, and seme yareftir, the deponar and Paris foUowit, 
and the deponar ps^sit to his bed in John Hepbyrns in the 
Canongait, and my lord passit to his awin ludgeing in the 
Abbay. 
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«0S At»P£NbiJlt, 

the Deposition of JOHhf HEPBURN, called tote of 

Bowtdn. 

Apud E^nhurgum 8 die niensis Decemlrisy An. Dom. 1567* 
in presence of my Lord Regent^ ihe Erie of Atholy the Lori 
Lindsay i the Lard of Grange^ and the justice CierL 

THE qtihilk day, jdhitoie HepbtirH^, Mlk idhn&e of 
^cywtoun, htmg examinit upon the kiagis mortker, grantk 
himself culpaMe aiid gSty yairof, and as he 'wM vnswen 
before God, deponit aiid declar^ tile erle df BdthWeile Im 
inaisters pai^ of the samyn, so. far as ±h6 deponar knew k 
%hb tnattcr, -that is to say, the &5t tynic yat c^ the erle of 
1Bo^h#iie spiake yk mattei" of &e kyngis mmidier to tfae 
>leponar, was ane day or twa aftk the bringhig dF tk 
powderf&rth of Diunbar, at ^uhiDc tyme he said td tfae do- 
^nar itl tihis matiher, ^air is adi^ purpc® dbmif. amcnigd 
some of did ttoUemen, and me teiongs iite rest, yat tke 
tinge sill be slane, and ttat efvefy ane' «f its «^ feUd turn 
servamfi^tothe doing yilrof, owthei^ ondiefiddls,^ dthiav 
Vise as he may be apprdiendk ; and yan desiHt ye depOBsr 
%o be ane of the eiitreprysei's idt hiin : ^iihirtis iatswer %aij 
yat it was arte evil pm-pois, and zit, because he'Wi^ serVand 
and cousigiiance^o his lordsfayp,%ewMddo RSTtheirswiM, 
^^hd put hand to it. One the rnxsTfit ptitSSt, hen^aflit JfaidSi 
Grmiston of tflat Ilk, the depdnar and Johiilfily dooBgtf 
of Tallo, and break thd purp^ to yatiie, Md a^gH A^ 
iike declaratioune to yamc, yat vthii^ nebtenMi fcari 
entcres as he in yat mattar 5 and yui maid ^ 
sk answer a$ he had dorte. Qtdiethear tnf ted 
had schewed yame ye puTpbis of belbxr or not, ye deposar 
knawes not. Swa every day yare wi^ talking lunongb 
yame of the samyn porpoisi quhill within twa dais bdinre 
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^6 murtherj yat the said erle changed purpoise of the slaying 

o£ the kingeone the feildes, because yan it wald be knawn^ 

and schew lo yame quhat 'stay it mycht be usit better be yo. 

pulder. And on the Sunday, in the gloniing befqre nicht^ / 

ye 9 daie of Fcbruar last bepast, the deponar send ye said 

Johne Hayes man for ane tome poulddr bairel to the man 

quhilk Johiie Maye had coft the samfe fta, yat dwells abovtt 

Sandie Bruces cloise held* At even my lord suppit in 

riiaister Johrie Balfoiir's hdiis, quhai-e the bischop of Argyll 

thaidthe banket, arid eftii* supper my \6M caiiie up (htgstitf 

and yai all with him to the said lard df bfmektottis* 

^halther, quhaii* ye depdhar and Johiie Haye past lA, and 

fend the said htd and Hob Oi*mistdim'his fader bfutKer i 

and as ye dcporiai' rememberis, yat was the firtt time yai 

Hob kilfew of yat mattei*, Slnd yai^ yai spidce tdgiclder^ ami 

my lord sdiewit yaihe ye itianer : aiidthe depbhar, thesiad 

hrd of Ottlestoiine, Hob Ormistone, and Johh^ Haye, past 

to the fiite of the Black r*reir Wind, h^veihg vsfeiit awsgf 

Wille Powfy and fate Wllsonc for the pouldek And be* 

foreyar coittming furth Of the* said chalmcb-, hiyibrd 6c^ 

partit with his SerVandis, quhaif ye dcpdmot kftax^es nbt* 

Andthesaidsfourc being togiddeh, ds is befbii- Wryttin, at 

the firte of the Freii* Wind, the said Willie Pbwry and 

Pate Wilsone <imh agcne with the pbnlder, quhilk Wa^ 

brocht at two times in arte tfonk and ane mail, and ytti car- 

reit it in at Black Frctes zet, atid (Juheii yai wai» changing ye 

puldef fiirth of the tronk in polks, my lord come and 

^peirid, gyf all was redy, and bad yamc haist before the 

queene tnm forth of the kirtgis hoiise^ for gyf she come 

furth before yay wer reddy, yay wald not find sic commo«» 

dity. And yan ye pulder being put in polks, the saids laird^ 

of Ormistone, Hob Ofmistone, this depoiiar, Johne Haye, 

Willi Powry, and Pate Wilsone tursit up the ponder to the 

fcingis house, and fend Paris at the dur, quha Cfpcok the 

Vol. 11. S 
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^taiyn', and yay. assay it to haue taken in tile sad tisMelV 
^nd it wdd not gang in at the dur, and yan yai liftit the 
sainyh, and Iwocht it back to the zaird^ and had in the 
ponder^ and turning it ftuth of the polks in aine bing ami 
Hcip upon the fiur, evin directly under the kingis bed ^ and 
jran ye said laird rf Ormestonc, Hob Ormikon, and Pam 
pa3t ftway, atd kft the dcponar and John Hay wilhm the 
s^id house, (juhilkstarryit yarein quhill efter twa houre^ 
ij^ my4night, and yan tuk ane kui^, with anc litle trc 
qi^;)^a»(H^ ^r lay, ^;xd placit ye $ame> ye ane ez»l in the 
pg^d^i s^fj^i; ye Vthir end* ^4 cam yaiir way, and locifc 
^tjir^d^is beheld pTOB J and at y^ cmning flurth ta 
dip ?5?ird> yay: fand my Ipfd Bothwell, Geordic Dalgldsh, 
]|^at Wil^f^ apd W'^ Powry f and my lord speirit at them, 
SFf y?7 had 4oe€ all taxings a$r was ordourit : and yai said^ 
Tca* ap^dyai t;arryit ^pon ane qu^uter of ane hour yairefttr^ 
^9xUnyl?i^l tjfjpf 1^: Jtar^g^ and speirit gyfyair wa&onypart 
^ the j[^ps€5 yatthfc^^mydbrt ac thelunljgyjBFit vais bumand 
tjjftpi^ql^^ and yai said^ yarc was nane buii^ mic wtfndo qidiSfe 
"^ gcitJ^ye c;loi^ apd as th^^vrar specking upon it, the 
hf^c begouth to take fjrre and blew tip, and jai ran away, 
ai^d ^pm up'Blac^ Freir Wind, and ziqtd down anc dots to 
^(gotti^over t][|e ))rQken wall ^ l4eith Wind, bi^ my 
lord thqcht it over heich to loup,.hecause of his sair hand) 
ZX^ swa- rctumit to ye Neddir Bow» add walkynit John 
paUoway, pprtar, .quham yai gart cum^ownandc^intfae 
f etj and Willie Powry, Pari$, and John Hay^ zcid cvia 
do^u &e Cann^ngaitr and my lord> the dcponar, Pat Wil* 
«P)i,and Geor4e Dalgkish, zeid down Saint Mary Wind, 
and behind the zairds unto my jbrdis ludgeing hx the abby. 
jAjuJ iji yair byganging, twa of the watchis spirit, quhat yai 
were, and ye deponar ^usweritj^.wc-are servanda of the crk 
Bothweill, gangand to him with news out of the town j and 
fwa Bay-lord pas$it to his bed, and yis deponar lay down io 
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kneWin ye ball. And sohcyarefiir Mr. Gebfge IJacfcett 
fcamc in, quha told, yat the house of the Kirk of Field Tiaras 
tdawn up in the hair, and the king iilane. Ancl withiH 
ishort space yairafier my lord Huntley came in, and my lord 
Bothweill raiss and put on his claithiis, and passit into thj^^ 
<][ueeni$ house. And the depbnar tai-ryit sum tyme yarefth^ 
and cumand furthj fahd the abbay zeit dosit^ and yan y$ 
deponar fa!ld the said John Hay in his bed iii John Hep* 
burns, and lay down with him. 

Item. Depdriis, yat yare wes fourteen false keys maid foi^ 
oppyning of all the lockes of the durds of the kingis ludg«^ 
Ings at the Kirk of Field, qtibilk the deponar, eftir the 
committing of the saidmulther, keist in the quaiie hole bc^ 
fcwix ye abbay and Leith. 

Thir it ye true ^pics o^ th^ <iep6sitionis ot the Saiit 
John Hay(J zoungef of Tallo, and Johne tiepbum^ 
callit of Bdutoun^, maid in preSend* of my lord re-* 
gent, at¥l the lords before menti<Miit, in manner befbtf 
texpremitt, concordant and agreand 1«rith the bri^ 
haliis> quhilfcs aft rcmainaiid in the jihticlarie, colla* 
tionate be me Sir John Bellen<ten of Auchinouli 
knight, clerk of bur soverane Ibfdis justiciafy* 
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The Tryal and Sentence of the saids William Powrie^ 
George Dalgleish^ John Hay^ and John Hepburn. 

Curiajusttciaria S.D. N, regis, tenia tsf inchoata inpratorio it 
Edinburgh tertio dietnensis Jattuariiy anno Domini millesimo 

" quingefHesimo sexagesimo septimo, per hofiorahilem virum ma^ 
gistrum Thomam Craig, justitiarium deputatum nomine nth 

* btlis £5* potentis domini Archehaldi comitis Argadia, domim 

' Campbell i*f Lome, justiciarii genera/is dicti S. D, N. R, 
totius regni std generaliter constituti. Sectis vocatis if 

. curia affirmata. 

THE quhilk day, Johne Hepburnc callit of Bolton, 
lohne Haye, apperand of Tallo, WiUiame Powric and 
George Dalgleish, being present in judgement in the said 
court, td be accusit of the dittay after-specifdt, were putt 
to the knawledge of the persons underwritten, quhilk were 
lawfully summoned to pass upon yair asize, choisin and ad- 
inittit be thameselues, and sworn to deliver upon the points 
of the said dittay, viz. 

Johii Lockart of the bar, John Stoddart yair, 

Th^ Laird of Caprinton, Williame Strang, 

James Campbell of Chankstoun, James Freeman Surges of 
Heugh Wallace of Camell, Edinburt, 

The Laird of Mochrum, Heugh Brown yair 

William St. Clare in Gosfoird, Charles Geddes, 

Laird of Gastoun, John Watson, 

Robert Gray Burges of Edin- James Aickman. 
hurt, 

And immediately aftir the chesing and swering of the 
saids personis of assys, as use is, the foresaid John Hq>- 
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burne, John Haye, William Powrie, and George Dalgli$he, 
being accusit be dittay, oppinly read in judgement, of the 
crymes following i and efter the reding alswa in jugement 
of certain answeris and depositionis maid be thame of be- 
fore at particular examinationis of yame upon ye saidi^ 
crymes, quhilks yai recognoscit, and confessit to be of ve- 
rity in presence pf the saidis personis of assys, the said per-? 
sonis of assys removit furth of the said court, and all to- 
gidder convenit and ressonit upoun the pointis of the 
said dittay, togidder with ye saidis depositionis, and syne 
being yairwith rypely avysit, reinterit in the said court of 
justiciarie, and yair, in presens of the said justice-depute, 
be yair deliverance pronouncit and declarit be ye mouth of 
the spekir John Lockart of the bar, chancilar of the said 
assys, fand and deliverit the saids Johne Hepburne, John* 
Hay, William Powry, and George Dalglish, to bp cttlpable, 
fylit, and convict of art and part of the cruel, sbamefull, 
tresonabill, and abhominabill slauchter and miirther of 
umquhill the kingis grace, fadir to our soverane lord, in 
his awin ludging for the tyme, within the burgh of Edin-i 
burt, besyde the KLirk of Field, quhair he was lyand in his 
bed, taking the nychts rest, treasonably risand fyre within 
the same, with ane grite quantitie of pouder, through force 
of the quhi^k the said haill lugen wes raisit and blawin in 
the air, and his gpice was murderit tresonably, and maist 
cruelly rfane ^nd destroyit byy^me yarein: and als, fo|?. 
art and part of the crewall slauchter and murthor of 
umquhill William Taikor his graces servitour, and um- 
quhil Andro Macaig, tresonably throw raising of the said 
fyre, as said is, committit in the cumpany with James 
sumetime erle Bothwell, now rebel, and declarit traitor 
in parliment, and at the Horn, in the moneth of Februarie 
last bypast, under seilence of nycht, upon sett purposes, 
j^rovisioun, and forthought felonye. 

S3 
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And thalrfoir the said justice-dq)utc, be dome pponunch 
be the mouth of Andro Lindesay, dempstar of the sai4 
court of justiciarie, decernit, ordanit, smd j^djudgit the 
9aidis Johne Hepburne, Johne Haye, Williame Powryc, 
and George Dalglish, to haif comittit the qymes of trc- 
soun and lese majestic ; and as manifest traytpurs to be 
demanit as followis, that is to say, the said Johne Hep* 
burne, John Haye, Wi^iam Powryc, to be hangjt to the 
dcid pn ane gibbet ^t the Mercat Croce of Edinburt, and 
yalr heddisj leggis, and armis, to bo cuttit from yair bodies, 
and put up and hangin (as for e^tample) on the port is of 
Jldinburgh, and vther portis of the principall borrowis of 
yis realme, and yair bodies to be brynt and con^umit in 
£yre besyde the said gibbett. And the said Gebrge ]Dal- 
gleish to be hangeit to the deid, and his hcid to be cuttit 
fra his bodye, and put upon the port of Edinburgh. And 
Siclykc, decernit and ordanit the saidis personis, and 1II9 
ane of yame, to haif foirfaulted and tynt all and sundrye 
yair landis, heritages, possessionis, talkis, steddingis, lyfc. 
rentis, actionis, debtis, and ail vthers yair guds, moveables, 
and immoveables, to be inbrocht, and remaine with ourc 
foverayne lord, as his escheat. 

Extract^ ie lihro acfor^m ^journalis S. J). JV, RegiSfper 
pie ychanfuijii Belknden de Audnnotde^ mUitem, cUriatm justi- 
^ria ejus Jem geverakm, sub meis sigHo i:f SiAscriptione nuh 
m^alitus. 

JQHANNES BELLENDEN Clmcus Juaichri^, 
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^Ijs Cor^asioun of John Habroun^ y^W^ Talla^ Da- 
gidsb and Powrky upon quhomio^ ymii^ ^zefuifi 
the 2^d of Janumrie^ the yeare of God 1 567* 

JOHN of Bowton confessk that nyne vas at thcstlcy Buchanati's 
doftig, my L. Bothwell, the lord of Ormistouii^ Hob Dr- En^u2b*'^ 
-mistOTin, himself. Talk, Dogldsh, WHson, Pouric, and ^^• 
Frentch Paris, and that he saw na moe, nor (jiew of- m 
otker compares. 

Item, He knowi« nat other but that that he was btowiii 
in the ayre> for he was handili with na sq^hs' hasides aS. he 
saw, and if he was, it was with ethers ami Hot with thatn. : 

Item. As touching Sir James Balfour, lie saw not }xA 
cubscripticonio bu^ i wairrgnd ^QU he was the prind^all 
counsjdlar ^d deviser. */ -t 

• liiim. He sayd, I ctmfessc k is the ycray proyideajje of 
God th^t hes broiigbt me to his judgement, for I am 1^ to 
k as an horse to tt^ ¥siAp bx I h^d ^hippis jptpyidil tp jflif 
jmt conkfe not escape. ' x 

Ittm. He sayd, let no mtn do evill for io*mseU of gi^e^^t 
men, or thayr ma^sters, thinking thay shall save tham, fi^ 
•surely I thought that night that the deid was donei that 
.alithongh knowledge should bene gotten, na-ma^ durst havf 
isayde it was evill done, sdng the hand writlis and acknowr 
ledging the Quenis minde thairtd. 

Bern. I^pcakkig of the Quene in the Tolbukh He sa^irf, 
God make all weill, but the langer deirt is hydden, it is the 
stronger. Quho liyes, oiir daithes.will ho, thought na newis. 

Itemk Hinmest he coniessit, he was ane of the principal 
doers of the daith, and thairfoir is juatly worthy of dait^ 
but he was assurit of the mercy of Qo4> ^uho c>kUiit him4{^ 
repentaijcg. 

S4 
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Itsbc. Talla confSesiit ut supra^ agreing in ail pointes a| 
concerning the parsons, number, and Uowing |n the ayre. 

Item, He affirmit, that in Setpun inj lord Bothwell callit 
6n him and sayd, quhat thought you quhen thou saw 
him blowen in the ayiae. Qaho afmswerit, abs! my k|rd, 
(jnhy speake ye that, for quhen ever I heare sic z thing, the 
wordes wound me to death, as they ought to dp you. 

Item. That same tymc he saw Syr James Balfour put ift 
his owne namp an4 his hrQtber^$ un^ my lord Bothwelles 
remissioun. 

Item. He knew of the deid dpii^g three or fou?" d^ys or it 
was done, or thereby. 

Bern. He sayd, after that I came to the courty I^ left tht 
reading of God's worde and imbrasit vanitie, and thairfoir 
hes God justly brought this on me. 

Quhairfoir let all men flee erriil cumpany, ;^i4 to trust 
not in men, for redy are we to imlnrace evilj as redy as 
hardes to reccivi^ fyre. And furthur, in the Tplbuith he 
requirit John Brande, minister of the congregation, to passe 
to my lord Lindsay, and say, my lord, hartily I forgcve 
your L. and als my lord regent, and all others, but speci- 
ally tham that b^trayit me to you, for I know if ye could 
have savit me ye would, desiring you, as ye ivill an$were 
before God in the lattar. day, to do your diligence to bring 
the rest quho was the beginners of this worke to justice, 
as ye have don^ to me, for ye know it was not begunne ia 
my head, but yit prayses God that his justice hes begunne 
at me, by the quhilk he hes callit me to repentaunce. 

Item. D«glishc sayd, as God shajl be my judge, I knew 
liothing of the kinges daith bcfoir it was done, for my Icnj 
Bothwell gangand to his bedde after the taking of of his 
ikose, quhilke wa^ stockit with velvet^ French Paris cum an4 
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jroundit with him, and thaircfter he taiycd on mc for other 
hose and claithis, and his riding cloke and sworde, quhilke 
I gave him, and herefter cum up the gait to the lord of ^ 

Ormistoun's iodgmg, and taryit for him, and tbtfrefter that 
he passit to ane Wynd beside the Blacke Fryers, and cum to 
th^ slope of the dike, quhaire he gart n^e stand still ; and, 
as God shal be my judge, I knew nathing quhill I heard 
the blast of poW<ler; and after tliis he cum hame, lay downc 
in his beid, quhill Mr, George Hakit cum and knockit at 
the doore, and if I dye for this, the quhilke God judge mc 
^f I knew n^aire, quhat shal be done to than;i quho was 
|;h,e 4cvi^^r§, epuns^Urs, subscrivers, and fortifiers of it. 
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No. XXV. Vol. II. Page 18. 

The Evidence of Thomas Nelson concerning the mur^ 
ider of King Henry Darnley. 

Marked with Secretary CeciFs hand, 

iuidmon, THOMAS NEtSON, sumtyme scrvand in the chamlHr 
lesT ^ to wmquhill Bang Henry of guide memory of Scotlandi 
examinat upoun his conscience, declaristhat he was actuall 
servand to the king the tyme of his mwrthour and lang <^ 
befoir> and came with him frome Glasgow the time the 
quene convoyit him to Edinburgh. 

Item, The deponar rcmembris it wes dewysit in GlasgoWi 
that the king suld haif lyne first at Craigmyllare : hot be* 
caus he had na will thairof the purpois wes alterit, and con* 
clusioun takin that he suld ly besyde the Kirk of Feild, 
at quhilk tyme this deponir belevit evir that he suld haif 
had the duikis house, and knew na uther hous, quhill the 
king lychtit, at quhilk tyme he past dcrectlie to the said 
duikis hous, thinking it to be the lugeing prep^it for himj 
bot the contrare was then schawin to him be the quenc, 
quha convoyit him to the uthir hous, and at his cuming 
thairto, the schalmir wes hung, and ane new bed of black 
figurat welwet standing thairin. The keyis of the lugeing 
3wes partlie standing in the durris, and pairtlie delivcrit to 
this deponir be Robert Balfour awnir, all exept the key of 
tliat dm-, quhilk passit th^outh the sellare and the town 
wall, quhilk could noht be had, and thairfore Bonkle in 
the sellare said, he suld clois it weill aneuch within, quhlkis 
keyes wes keppit and usit be this deponii*, and utjieyis ih/^ 
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'Jtlngis scryandis, quhill the quenis cuming to the lugeing, 
lit the quhilk tyme, the key of the laich chalmir undir the 
J^ing quhair sche lay tua nytis, viz. the Wednisday and. 
fraday befoir his murthour, with the key of the passage 
that past toward the gardin, wer deliverit in the handis of ^ 
Archibald Betoun, as the deponir remembiris, quhilk Ar- 
fchibald wes y§cheare of the quenis chalmer dour, befoir 
quhilk tyme of the quenis lying in the kingis lugeing the tua 
nytis above namyt, sche causit tak doiui the uttir dour that 
dosit the passage towart baith the chalmeris, and causit use 
the samyn dour as a cover to the bath fatt quherin he wes 
baithit : and sua ther wes na thing left to stope the passage 
into the saidis schalmiris, bot only the portell durris, as 
ftlsua sche causit tak doun the said new blak bed, sayand it 
wald be sulzeit with the bath, and in the place thairof sett 
ope ane auld purple bed that wes accustomat to be cariti 
l«id the saidis keyis that wer deliverk in the handis of Ar* 
chibald Betoun remanit still in the handis of him and 
utheris that awaitit upon the qucne, and nevir wer deliverit 
agane to the kingis servandis : for sche sett upe ane grein 
bed for hir self in the said laich* chalmir quherin sche lay 
the saids tua nytis, and promist alsua to haif I^idden thair 
upoun- the Sounday at nyt. Bot leftir sche had tareit lang^ 
?nd intertei^it the king verey familairlie, sche tuk purpoise, 
(as it had bene on the suddan) and departit as sche spak tq 
gif the mask to Bastyane, quha that nyt wes mareit hir ser- 
vand ; namelie, the said Archibald Betoun, and ane Paris 
Francheman hayand the keyis of hir schalmir, quherin hie 
bed stuid in, as alsua of the passage that past toWarf the 
gairding : for quhen the queue wes thair, hir servandis had 
the keyis of the haill houss, and durris at hir commande- 
pient, for upon the nyt sche usit with the lady Rereis to ga 
furth to the garding, and ther to sing and use pastyme. Bot 
Ira the ^st tyme that sche lay in that lugeing, the kinjjis 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



268 APPENDIX. 

scrvandis had nevir the key of hir said schalmir agane. Tlic 
quene being departit towart Halyrud hous, the king within 
the space of ane hour past to bed, and in the chalmer with 
him lay wniquhill William Taylyour. ITiis deponir and 
Edward Symonis lay in the litill gaylery, that went dervict 
to SQwth oute of the kingis schalmir, havand ane windo in 
the gawill throw the tounwall, and besyde thame lay Wil» 
liam X^ilzeir's boy, quhilks nevir knew of ony thing quhill 
the hous quherin thay lay wes fallin about/hame : oute of 
the quhiike how sone this deponir could be red, he stuid 
upoun the rwynous wall quhill the pepill convenit, and that 
he gat claithis and sua depairtit, quhill on the Mononnday 
at efter none he was callit and examinat, and amajigis 
ntheris thingis wes inquiret about the keyis of the lugeing, 
this deponir schew that Bonkle had the key of the scllare, 
and the quenis servandis the keyis of hir schahnir : quhilk 
the laird of Tulybardin hcring said, hald thair, heir is ane 
grund, eftir quhilk wourdis spokin thai left of and procedit 
pa farf h^r ii) the inquisition. 
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No. XXVI. Vol. II. Page 32. 

Letter from Lord Hundsdown to Sir Will^m Cecily 
from Berwick^ 2>^th August^ ^5^9^ 

WHEREIN he says he received a letter of the 23 of FromAn- 
August with the Q^Majestys letter, and my lady Lennox Notes* of 
packet, and towching Paris, he was put to death a fortnight Ij^^ers in 
since, and so was Stewart, who was king of heralds, which Office, 
had determined to kill the regent, but he was forgiven for 
that, and was burnt for conjuration and witchcraft. 



Letter from Murray to Elizabeth^, without date. 

PLEASE it your majestie, I have of lait ressavit three From An- 
letters of your hienes, the first by my servant Alexander N^^Pa- 
Hume, the next from ane Mr- Tho. Flemyng, and the ^^^ Of^<i%. 
third be my lord governoiir of Berwicke, for ^e differing of 
the executioun of death upoun ane Paris Fransheman. 

As to that quhilk your majestie wf ittes of ane Paris, a 
Franshman, partaker with Ja. sumtyme E. Bothwele, in 
the murther of the K. my soverains fader, trcw it is, that 
the said Paris arrivit at Leyth about the middcs of June 
last ; I at that time being in the north partes of this realmc 
far distant, quhair upon it followed, that at my returning, 
eftcr dilligent and circumspect examinatioun of him, and 
lang tyme spent, in that behaulf, upoun the xvi. day of 
August bypast, he sufferit death by order of law, so that 
before the recept of your hienes letter be the space of 7 or 
8 dayes, he wes execute. Otherwyse your majesties requi- 
sitioun towardis the diferring of his executioun by way of 
ifcath suld have been maist willingly obeyed, the nmt bring- 
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and with it sa gade reason. Bot I trust his testimonie le^ 
«> sal be fund sa authentik, as the credit thairof sail not seamd 

doubtfull neyther to your hienes> ncyther to thame quha 
be nature hes graitest cause to desire condigne ptmishment 
for the said murther. 

Deposition of Paris j Seruant to the S. Q. and present 
at the Mitrder of her Housbonde^ 

CaL B. IX, Fol. 370- 

S^eHsttjt ta declaration et deposition de Nycdlas Haubert diet 
Parts y Paresieny touchant la tnorte et meurtre dufeu Roy Hen^ 
ty d'Escoste : au meurtre duqudle dit Haubert estoit present f 
avec le Conte de Bodueiet les dutres ses adherens : Ceste de» 
position fut f aide a Sainct jindrieuj sans te que le dk Paris 
fut contraint ni interrogue^ de son propre numement et vpttU 
loir pour s^ en descharger comme il deist ^ et ce le ixme.jour 
^ d^Aousty 15^9- 

Et primierement, il deists 

JE confesse icy devant Dieu et le aionde qtie le Mer^^ 
tredy ou le Jeudy apres disner dc la sepmain donct Ic did 
x^eurtre du feu Roy fiit commisy moy estant en la chambre it 
la Royne a Kerkafield, en compaignye de pluesieurs aultres 
attendant la Royne, qui estoit a la chambre du Roy, Mons. 
de Boduel vint a la chambre de la Royne la ou j'estois, et 
me dei$t en T^ureille, Paris ie me trouve mal de ma mat 
I<idye que tu sfais qui est mon flux de sang, ne S9ais-tii 
point quelque lieu la oii ie porray alkr Sure mes a&ires ? 
Ma foy, ce dict-ie, je ne fut jamais icy qu'a ceste hcure-cy, 
mais ie m'en vois chercher quelque lieu. La-dessus id 
trouve ung coing ou trou entre deux portes et le va dire^ 
Mons". venes-vou8-en, sy tous estes otant pressS* \ et estanf 
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b dedans, le /erme la porte sur nous, et ky oste sa robbe^ 
tonunoniCant a le desta$cher. II jne regarde, et me dch 
mande comment le me portoys ? luy disant que ie me pCM** 
toys bieii^ la grace a JDieu et a luy, me tenant pour bien re^ 
compense du service que luy avois faict de m'avoyer faict 
donner Testat de varlet de chambre ches la Royne. II me 
respondist que ce n'estoit pas asses, et qu'il me fcroit davan* 
tage. Je luy dis que ie me contentois, et que ie ne pouvoys 
davantagc a la maispn de la Royne, voyant mon equalite, 
Ct que ie me contentois. ll me diet que le ne chomncroys 
de rial que ie luy dise, car dl9oit-il, tu m'ais faiict bon et 
ioipl service dq)uis que tu m'a setvy ; tar ie S9ay que tu as 
couvert mon desl^imeur que tu a^vois occation de fouller 
^oantti; vins de mon service hors d'Angleterre. Mons'. 
^e dict-ie, ie Bay faict que tot de serviteur. E,t bidi^ 
fc dict-il, pour ^ut^nt queie t'ay trouve fydelie serviteur, ic 
t)^ veulx dire yi^ chose, mais il te fault garder »ir ta vie 
que nul ne le sache* (Mbn$\ ce di-ie) il n'apertient ta 
serviteur qu:int le maistre luy dit quelque chose de le rc- 
Teler^ ^ s'y est chose que vous penses que ie ne puise gar-» 
4er,. ne me le dictes point. S9aisrtu (ce dict-il) que cest^ 
cest ^le sy ce RoyJa qui est la d— — a jamais Ics pieds sur 
nous aultres seigneurs, il nous voult dominer et estre cr uel,et 
de nous ^utres sic;gneurs fie le vouUons pas souffirir, et aussy 
ce n'est h hijon de ce p^» et pour cela nous avons conduct 
nousaultrei dejle faire sauH — de dedans ceste maison en Tair 
av^cque^ de la pouldre, de oyant ie ne le dis mot ains baisse 
b yeue basse mwi sens et mon cueur ce toume de Tayoyr 
•uy ainsy parler. II me regarde, me demandant que ic 
pense ? Mons'. (ce di-ie) je pense ^ ce que vous me dictes, 
qui est une grand chose. Qu'en pense tu ? (ce dit-il) Que 
j'en pense, Mons^ ? (ce di-je) vous me perdonnerez sy ic 
^ous die selon mon pouvre esprit ce que i'en pense. Que 
vculx^tu dire ? (se dit-il) tu veulx prescher. Non, MonsV 
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voiis orres. Et bien (se dit-il) dis, dis. Mons'. (ce di-jc) 
dqpuis cinq ou six ans que ie vous ay faict service ie voti^ 
iij tousiours veu en grahds troubles, et n'ay sceu jamais 
Voyr d'amis qui ayent faict pour vous ; maintenant, Mons'* 
vous estes hors de tous ces troubles, la grace a Dica, 
et plus en court a ce que tout Ie monde diet que jamais; 
pour ma part ie voye que chascung vous faict la court, petis 
et grands, mais ie ne scay pas que vous rit qui vcras veult 
. veoyr aultrement, ie ne scay pas vous estes du pais Mons% 
Davantage Ton diet que vous estes Ie plus grand terrien de 
ce pais icy, et aussy que vous estes marie qui est Theurc 
quant vng homme prend ce ply la que il ce fault arestet' 
ou jamais. Maintenant, Mons'. sy vous entreprenes ccsttf 
, chose-la qui est grande, ce sera Ie plus grand trouble qutf 
vous eustes jamais, par dessus les aultres, car chascum cryera 
ha harault sur vous, et vous Ie v6yrcs. Et bien (ce dict-il) 
as-tu faict? Vous me pcrdonncrez. Mobs', s'il voui 
plaist, sy ie vous ay diest selon mon pouvre esprit (ce di-ic). 
JEt beste que tu es (ce dict-il) pense-tu que ie fay cecy tout 
seul de moy mesme ? Monsieur, ie ne s^ay pas comment 
vous Ie faictes, mais ie s^ay bien que ce sera Ie plus grand 
trouble que vous eustes oncques. (Ce dict-il) et comment 
sera-ce ? car i*ay disia Leddington qui est estyme Tung 
des meilleurs espricts de ce pais-<y, et qui est Fentcrpreneur 
de tout cecy ; en apres j'ay Mpns'. d'Argylc mon frerc, 
Mons'. de Hontlye, Mons'. de Morton, Ruthen, et 
Lindesay. Scs trois-1^ une foys ne me fauldront jamais, car 
j'ay parle pour leur grace ; et ay tous les signed de ceulx-cy 
que ie t'ay nommes, et aussy avons envie de Ic faire der- 
nierement que nous fusmes ^ Cragmiller, mais c'est que tn 
es un beste et pouvre d'esprit, qui ne merite d'entendre 
chose de consequence. Ma foy. Monsieur (ce di*ie) il est 
vray, car mon esprit n'est point pour telle chose, mais bieU 
pour vous faire service a ce que ie ponray, et biea bicfi 
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"Mons^y ilz vous porront bien fake maistre ct princioall de 

ce faict-la> mais quant ce sera faict ilz porront aussy mettre 

le tout sur vous, et lea premiers qui cryeront ha harault 

apres vous, et les ceulx qui vous boutteront le premier a 

mort, s'llz peuvent. He ! Mons^., ie vous prie m'en dire 

d'ung que vous nc m'aves point nomme ; ie S9ay bien que 

cestuy-la est ayme en ce pais du commuen peuple, et auxsy 

de nous autres Franjois, que quant il gouvcrnoyt Tespaee 

de deux ou trois ans, il n'avoyt point de troubles au p^is, 

tout le monde ce portoit bien, I'argent corroit, maintenant 

on ne peult veoyr homme qui ayt moyen, et ne voyt-on que 

troubles; ce$tuy-la est sage et sy a des amys allies. Qui est 

cestuy-la ? (ce me dict-il). Cest Mons^ (ce di-ie) Mons^. 

Ic Conte de Morra : je vous prie me dire quelle part cestuy-* 

la prend ? (Ce dit-il), il ne se yeult point mesler. Mons*". (cq 

di-ie), il est sage. Adonc Mons^. de Boduel retome la teste; 

vers moy et me deistj Mons*". de Morra, Mons^, de Morra, 

il ne veult n'ayder ne nuyre, mais c'est tout ung. Elen, 

bien, Mons'. (ce di-ie) il ne le faicte sans cause, et vous 1^ 

voyrez. La-dessus il me commande de prendre la clef de la 

chambre de le Royne a Kirkafilde. Je luy dis, Mons*", vou^ 

me pcrdoneres, s'il vous plaist, pour autant que ie suis 

estrailgier, et aussy que ce n'est men estat, Thuyssier me 

porra demander que i'en veulz faire et il aura raison. Ef 

pourquoy (ce dit-il) n'est-tu vallet de chambre de la Royne? 

II est vraye, Mons''. (ce di-ie) mais vouz s^avez qu'a la 

jnaison d'ung prince chasque officier a son office, et entre 

les autres Thuyssier a le sien, I'estat duquel est de garder la 

clef de la chambre. Pourquoy done (ce dict-il) t'ay-ie mis 

a la chambre de hi R oyne sy non pour en tyrer du service ? 

Helas ! Mons**. (ce di-ie) c*est bien pour vous faire sei:- 

vice a ce que ie porrois, mais ie pensois en moy mesme 

sans rien dire (le craignant) si 'j'cusse pense telle chose, 

jamais la chambre ne mV^ust chsvmbree. J.a-dessus il ^\xK 

Vol. II, T 
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alia de moy dc ce trou ou coing-h, on il avoit fjwct scs 
aflfaircs. Luy estant party dc moy, jc jwcns mon manteaa 
ct mon espce et m'en voys pormener dans la grand esglise, 
ct pensoys en beauceup de fortunes que j'avoys du passe 
eschapics de luy, et commencois a remercier DIeu qui 
m'avoit delyvrc d'aveques luy, luy demandant du bon cueur 
d*estre hors de sa compaignie pour autant que ie cong- 
noyssois ses vices fort terribks, et principallement ung donct 
Ton diet que j'en suis sy bon serviteur, me reportant a Dieu, 
V qui congnoit ce que luy en ay diet, comment ce seroyt sa 

ruyne. Plus de six ans il y a, a: qu'il soit ainsy qu*on dc- 
mande au lard dc Petincreif, qui a ouy parler pourquoy je 
sortis de son service hors d'Angleterrc : il me battist et me 
tormentast a coups de pied ^ur le ventre, pour me faire fairc 
chose que ien'avoys envie defeire, donct il m'en a remercic 
en Escosse, que i'avoys convert son honneur la ou I'avois 
occasion de le fouUer. Apres avoir pense a tout cela pour 
me resouldre de ce faict meschant que i'avoys entendu et 
qu'il m'avoyt diet, ie demande a mon Dieu, qu'il me con- 
seillast voyant le faict sy grand il estonnoit mon esprit ) 
et que sy a ceste heure-la Mons^. du Croque eust este fXi 
ce pais, ie n'eusse point este en ceste peine icy. Quant 
ie vis qu'il ny avoit aultre remede que d'avoyr patience, et 
qu*il ny avoit chemin pour m'en aller sy non par Angleterrc, 
la ou j'eusse este prins et arreste per feulte de passeport, et 
aussy que cest trahayson contre le prince au serviteur de s'en 
aller sans conge, et aussy que ie ne sceu prouver pourquoy 
ie m'en allois sy non per Mons^. dc Bodvel qui nc m'eust 
iamais advoue; voyant comme chascun peult pensier que 
cela gysoit beaucoup k son honneur, et a des aultres Seig- 
neurs a ce qu'il me disoit. Or doncque^ ce cbemin-la ne 
me vallut rien, je me resoulz d^sus ung poynt que sy cc 
meurtre ce feroit dc brief c'estoit ma ruyne, pour autant 
que ie congnoyssois I'homme qui n'cust iamais £ulii de moy 
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comipiander, et s'il y aiiroit dix ou douze jours entre deux, 
j*auray esperance de bien faire, car s'il va navire de quelque 
coste que se soyt, qu^en Angleterre j'estoys delibere de me 
desrober pourquoy ie me resoulz au sortler de I'esglise de sca- 
voyr de lay quant ce seroyt. De Vendredy doncques ie m*en 
yois a luy a sortier de sa chambre, c®mme il alloit chez la 
Royne, et aussytot qu'il m.e veist il me demande s'y ie avoys 
prins ceste clef. Je luy dis que je regarderoys a Ie faire ; il 
me diet que je ne faillisse dont point, car c'estoit a Dymanche 
qu'ilz vouUoyent faire a mettre leur faict en execution. A 
ceste heure-Ia je sors d'avecques luy plus fasche que iamais, 
et m'en vais sur Ie chemin du petit Leith tout expres pour 
trouver navire ; et quant ie fus a moytie chemin ie dysoys 
en moy-mesmc, or est-il bon a voy que tu as Tesprit bien 
perdu, pour autant qu'il ny a plus que de main entrc deux, 
quant ores Ie vent seroyt bon, as-tu la puissance de louer ou 
fretter une navire tout seul ou expres ; la-dessus ie m*oste 
du grand chemin et me' destorne a part, priant Dieu de me 
conseilleir, car de faire bruyt de cela j'estoys mort. Ceste 
jourJa' ce passe en ce point, et aussy Ie Samedy toute la 
matynee. L'apres disner il me demande encores ceste clef 5 
je luy dis, Mons^., helas! comment Ie feray-je? Pour- 
quoy (ce dict-il) qui t'en gardera ? N'es-tu pas servitcur 
de la Royne? II est vray, Mons^., mais ce n'est point 
mon estat de prendre les clefs. Mais dy moy (ce dict-il) 
et pourquoy ? Une foys ie ne Ie veulx rien commander en 
ce faict-la. J'ay des clefz' asses sans toy, car il n'y a porte 
ceans donct je n'ay Ie clef, car Mons^. Jacques Balfor et 
moy avons este toute la nuycte pour veoyr et cliercher Ie 
meillieur endroit et passage pour executet nostre affaire, et 
' pour trouver bonne entree ; mais ceste qui tu es une beste, . 
car ie ne te veulx employer en ce faict-la, car j'ay des gens 
assez sans toy, et aussy que je s^ay que tu n'as point de cueur. 
La-dessus ie entre en la chambre de la Royne^ la ou Mar- 
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guerite ct quelqucs aultres estoyent attendantz la Roync, 
qui estoit en la chambre du Roy. Adonc le bruyt vint in- 
contenent que la Royne s'en alloyt a TAbbaie; tout Ic 
monde sort hors de sa chambre, et moy le dernier, prenant 
la clef de la diet chambre, et m'en voys a TAbbaie apres 
cHe, la ou je trouve Mons^. de Bodvel, qui me demande 
sy j'avoys ceste clef. Ouy, Mons^. (ce di-ic). II me 
commande de la garder. Au bout d'une heure Marguerite 
rdc prie d'aller a Kirkafield querir une couverture de maytres 
a la chambre de la Royne, ce que je fais et prens iing gar- 
son avecque moy et entre en la diet chambre, en presens de 
Sande Duram le jeune, et le porte-faix du Roy, et feis em- 
, portier la dite couverture, le diet Puram me demande la 
clef. le luy dis^ que ce n'estoit pas a moy a la donncr, 
mais bien a Thuyssier, luy pryant de me perdonner, Bien, 
done (ce dict-il) puisque ne le me voullez donner. Xa- 
dessus ie m'en vins' a 1' Abbaie a la chambre de la Royne et 
delivye U couverture a Marguerite, ceste jouer-la de Sab- 
medy estant ainssy passe, je m'en alloys me coucher. 

Le Dymenche matin ie. me leve a six heures, et m*en 
vois pormener dedans le parc^ et en ung vallon ie me niet:^ 
a prier Dieu, et luy demander cons^il de ce fiaict meschant, 
car ie n'ay screu trouver aultre moyen que de laisser couller 
Teau du russeau qui estoit sy ord, en apres m'estant resolu, 
ie m'en retourne a TAbbay, la ou ie trouve troys officiers 
de la Royne, et m'en allay desieusner quant et eulx, ct 
m*en revins a neufue heures a la chambre de la Royne, h 
qu Toye n©uvelle que Mops^. de Morray venoit prendre 
§on conge de la Royne pour aller veoyr Madame sa femme : 
nioy entendant ceste parolle Taperseu incontynent qu'il Ic 
fasoit pour se destomer d^ se faict mesch^t» La-dessus 
ie m'en allois me pprmener Lastarik et m'en vois soubvenir 
d?s parolips que j'ayoys dictes du diet Seigneur de Mor=i 

' The reader will corr^ect a mistake in the first volume : p. 33, n. W5» 
^hat Durham carried the coverlet to the abbey, 
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ray a Mons**. de Bodvel, et aussy ce qu'U m'en avoit 
l-espondu. A ceste heure-la ie dis en moy mesme, O 
Mons''. de Morray tu es homme de bien, pleust a Dieu 
que tu sceus mon cueur, je n'auray pas tant de mal que 
j'ay ; ct ayant bien pense je m*en revins ^ la chambre de la 
Royne, la ou elle alloit disner auz noces de Bastien ; toutes- 
fois je m*en allay disner a la ville et apres disner me por- 
xnener, et estant revenu j*entendis que la Royne alloyt 
Eouper chez Mons**. d'Argylle, la ou j'estois derrier elle 
luy servant desciant, ct comme elle lavoyt ses mains apres 
souper, elle me demande sy I'avoys oste la couverturc 
de maytrc de sa chambre au logis du Rey ? Je luy dis 
qu'ouy ; lors les seigneurs se levent de table, done Mons^ 
de Bodvel m'appelle, et me mene seul avecques luy au 
logis de sa mere, la ou il ne fiist gueres qu'il s'en alia au 
logis de Lard d'Ormiston, parlcr a luy et a son frerc Hobe, 
et nous prend tout troys avecques luy et s'en va a Cougait 
ct parle a Jehan Hay et a Jehan Hcpbron, qu'il trouve ^ la 
rue. Apres avoir parle a eux, il s'en va tout seul et moy 
au logis du Roy, et a mye chemin au logis il me diet, or 
S9ais-tu qu'il y a, tu t*€n yras a la chambre de la Royne ^ 
Kirkefield, et quand Jehan Hepbron, Jehan Hay, et le Lard 
Ormiston entront, et qu'ilz auront faict ce que ilz out envic 
de fiaire, tu sortyras et t'en viendras a la thambre du Roy, 
ou tu t'en yras la ou tu vouldras. Helas ! Mons**., (ce 
di-je) vous me commandes ma mort. Et pourquoy (ce 
dict-il) te commande-je de faire quelque chose ? II est ve- 
ritable, ce di-je, Mons*"., mais ie S5ay bien que cest ma 
mort. Mais dis moy pourquoy (ce dict-il) sy ie te com- 
mandois de faire ce que les aultres font, tu le pourroys 
dire, mais ie s^ay bien que tu n'as point de cueur ; une fois 
les aultres n*ont que faire de toy, car ilz entront bien sans 
toy, car ilz ont des clefz asses ; il n'y a porte ceans donct 
flz n'en ayent les clcfz. Bien, Mons**. (ce di-ie) ie m'y 
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en voys. Lap-dessus il se departs dc tnoy ct s*en vais an 

logis du Roy, et entre en sa chambre, la ou cstoyt la Roync 

et aucuns des Seigneurs, et ic m'en vins a la petite court, 

entre a la cuisine demandant une chandelle au cuysynier 

que j'alumis. Sur ces entre faictz voicy Jehan Hebron ct 

^ Jehan Hay qui entrent en la chambre, la ou i'estois et por- 

toys de la ppuldre dedans des sacz qu'ilz misrent au milieu 

de la diet chambre. En ce feysant voycy Mons**. de Bod- 

vil, qui survient et park au eulx dysant, mon Dieu que 

, vous faictcs de bruyt, on oyt d*enhault tout ce que vous 

faictez, et ainsy me regarde et me demande ce que ie faysoys, 

et que ic m'en allasse a la chambre du Roy apres luy, ce 

qu^ je feis, et me trouve aupres de Mons^ d'Argylle, 

avec qui Mons'. de Bodvel parloit, et le diet Seigneur 

d'Argylle m'accaroyssoyt et me touche sur le dos sanz me 

dire mot. Et n'estant en la chambre du Roy la longueur 

d'une pater nostcr que la Royne s*en va vers FAbbaye et 

, monte la ou estoit les nopces, et moy ie m'eli vois en 

. ung coing la ou Mons^ de Bodvel me vint trouver, me 

demandant ce que j'avoys d*ainsy faire la myne, et que sy 

ie la faysoys ainsy devant la Royne, qu*il m'accoustroit en 

telle fa9on que ie ne fas iamais. Ie ne m'en soucye pas (ce 

di-ie) que vous faictes de moy a ceste heure-cy, vous priant 

me donner conge de m'aller coucher, car ie suis malladc. 

Non, ce dit-il, veulx que vous veniez avecqyes moy j voul- 

lez vous laisscr ces deux gentilhompies-la Jehan Hay ct 

Jehan Hepbron ? Helas ! Mons^., ce di-ie, que feres vbns 

davantage pour moy, car mon cueur ne me jpeult servir 

a telle chose ? Je veulx que vous venies (ce dict-il), or 

bien done Mons^. (ce di-ie) allons. La-dessus il s^en va a 

sa chambre changer d'habillementz et prend le tailler ct 

moy aveeques liiy, et s'en va au jardin du logis du Royj-b 

ou le tailleur demeure a la muraille. Et moy aupres, Ic 

diet Seigneur de Bodvel s'en va a la porte du jaydin, et puis 
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irevint vers nous, la ou Jehan Hepbron et Jehan Hay s*cn 
veindrent et incontynent comme ilz avoyent parle a luy, 
"voyla comme ung tempeste oti ung tonnoyre qui va eslever, 
de la peur que j'eu ie cheus en terre les cheveulx dresses 
comme allaines dysant, hclas! Mons*"., qu'est cc cecy? 
il me dicte, je me suis trouve a des enterprises grandes, 
mais lamais entreprise ne me feit sy grand peur que cesty- 
cy. Je luy dis, per ma foy, Mons^., de telle chose que 
cecy il n'en viendra iamais bien, et vous le voyres. O 
beste (ce dit*il) me menacent de me fraper de sa dague, mais 
ne la tire point. La-dessus il commence a s'en aller bien 
viste, et nous apres luy, et s'en cuydoit aller per Leyth 
Wynd, mais il ne sceut. II envoya done Hepbron parler ^ 
portier pour ouvrir la porte, et qu'aussy le monde comencoyt 
^ venir, il s'en va per derrier le Cannongait, et Jehan. Hay 
et moy nous en allasmes la grand rue. Ie disoys a Jehan 
Hay a telle chose que cecy n'en adviendra iamais bien. II 
est vray (ce dit-il) nous avonsbien offence Dieu, mais il n*y 
a remede, il se faulte monstrer verteux et prier Dieu. 
Helas i (ce di-je) Mons*". m'a menace de me frapper de 
sa dague, mais je vouldroys bien qu'il Teust faict pour 
mon honneur. Paris, ce dict-il, prenes en patience, car 
vous cohgnoysses bien Thomme. La-dessus ie m'en allay 
toucher dans mon "lict et luy au sien, mais je ne sgay ou, 
moy estant leve le Lundy matin envyron sept ou huyt 
heures, je m'en vins a la chambre du dit Seigneur de Bod- 
vel, et incontynent qu'il me' voyt il me demande que I'avoys 
a faire la* mine ? Je luy dis que j'avoys que jamais or n*y 
argent ne me remettroyt en point que i'estoys. Pour- 
quoy? (ce dict-il) Porce, Mons*". que ie scay bien que je sera 
pris pour le principall de ce faict-cy. Ha ! ouy (ce dit-il) 
tu es bien homme que ie vouldroys bien prendre pour ung 
tel faict. La-dessus il s'en va en bas en une chambre et 

T4 



Digitized 



by Google 



2S0 APPENDIX. 

m^envoyc querir par le dit tailler la ou il avoit en la chambrc 
le Lard Ormeston, Hobe Ormiston, Jchan Hepbron, Dag- 
lische, Porrej^ et moy. 

Mons*". de Bodvel me demande que j'avoys a faire 
telle mine, et sy favoys promis quelque chose au Roy, 
et s'il estoit mon maistre ? Non, Mons*". (ce dwe). Et 
voye-tu point (ce dict-il) ces gentilhommes qui ont terres, 
rentes et revenues, femmes et enfans, et pnt tout toUu aban- 
donncr pour me feire service, et si tu pense avoir offence 
Dieu, le peche n'est en toy, cest a moy, car je t'ay com- 
jnande, et tu ne seroys estre repris de ce faict, car ce sent 
les Seigneurs mesmes de ce pais, avec moy, qu'avpnt commb 
le cyrme, et vouldrdys qu*il meust coste oo...escus et nc 
t*en avoyr iamais parle. Per ma foy, Mons»^. (ce di-ie) ic 
la vouldrois bien, or bien Paris il se fault monstrer va*- 
teux, et pour toutes les irheues du monde, il ne fault rien 
dire, et s'y vous avez envie de vous en aller, vous vous en 
yres bientost, et du depuis ie Fay demande conge plus d'vnc 
demye dousaine de fois, et ne le scuc iamais avoyer i ct 
Toyla tout ce que ie say touchant ce faict-^ 
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Cal. CI. FoL 318. 

10 Aug. 1569. 

A Sanct Andre le dlxieme jour d*Aousty 1569, Nicholas HoW" 
htrt did Paris a este interroguc sur les articles et demanded 
fid fensuyuenty ^c* 

Et premicrment, 

INTERROGUE quant pr^mierment il entra en credit 
Ters la Royne, Responce que ce fust comme la Roync 
estoyt a Callend^ allant a Glascou, qu'alors elle luy bailla 
une bourse la ou il avoit environ 3 ou 4 cens escus, pour la 
porter a Mons**, de Boduel, lequel, apres avoir receu la dictc 
boursse sur le chemyn entre Callendar et Glascou, luy 
diet que le diet Paris s*en allast avecques la Royne, et qu'il 
se tint pres d'elle, et qu'il regardast bien a ce qu'elle feroit, 
luy dysant que la Royne luy donneroyt des lettres pour les 
luy porter J la Royne estaht arryue a Glascou luy diet, je 
t'envoyeray a Lislebourg, tiens-toy prest, et ayant demeure 
la deux jours avecques la diet dame, laquelle escript des 
lettres et luy les bailie, dysant, vous dires de bouche k 
Mons''. de Boduel qu'il bailie ces lettres qui s'adressent 
a Mons^. de Ledington a luy mesmes, et qu'il parle a 
luy, et voyes le parler ensemble et regardes la fa^on de 
faire, et quelle mine ilz feront, car c'est, ce disoyt-elle, pour 
savoyr lequel est meillieur pour loger le Roy a Craigmiller 
ou a Kirkafeild, aflSin d'avoyr bon air ; car, s'il logoyt i 
TAbbaye, le Prince pourroyt bien prendre sa malladie, a 
cause que ses serviteurs ne pourroyent leur en garder d'aller 
veoyr le Prince : en oultre qu'il diet au diet de Boduel que 
le Roy la vouUoyt 1)aiser, mais elle ne pas voullu de peur dc 
sa malladye, chose que Rcress en tesmoigneroyt bien. Et 
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plus (ce dict-elle) vous dires a Mons^ de Bbduell que jc nc 
va jamais vers le Roy que Reress n'y est, et voyt tout cc 
que je fais. Item^ la Royne luy diet, Paris hastes-vous dc 
revenir, car je ne bougeray dicy jusques au temps que vous 
m'aures raporte la response. 

Estant le diet Paris arryve a Lislebourg trouve le dit dc 
Boduel en son logis a FAbbaye, lequel luy dist, ha F Paris, 
tu es le bien venu. Mons*^., ce dict-il, voycy des iettres 
que la Royne vous envoye, et aussi a Mons^ de Lidding- 
toun, vous pryant de les luy delivrer, et que je vous vis 
parler ensemble, pour veoyr vos fa5ons de faire, et comment 
vous vous accordies ensemble. Fort bien, ce dict-il, car 
j'ay ce jourdhuy parle a luy, et luy a donne une haqnenee. 
Le lendemain le diet Paris diet qu'ilWint au logis du dit dc 
Boduel par troys foys le chercher a 8, 9 et lo heures, et ne 
le sceut jamais trouver, mais a la fin Powrye le portier lay 
dist, qu'il Tallast chercher a la haulte ville, que peraventurc 
il le trouveroyt en quelqz lieu au conseil, et Fayant cherchc 
il voyt venir une troupe de gens dc vers le Kirkrfcild, la oa 
estoyt le diet Seigneur de Boiduel et Mons'". Jacques Bal- 
four, coste a coste ensemble, lequelz s'en alloyent disner 
au logis du diet Mons**. Jacques. Le diet Paris prya 
Mons^. de Boduel de le despescher vers la Royne. Aprcs 
disner (ce dict-il) je le feray ; et quant il retourna querir 
sa despesche apres disner, il trouve le Seigneur de Boiduell 
ct le diet Mons''. Jacques seulz teste a teste en une chambrc, 
et le diet Seigneur de Boiduel qui escrivoit de sa proprc 
main, et apres avoyr faict, il dist a Paris, voyla ta responce, 
retourne t'en a la Royne et me recommendes bien hirmble- 
ment \ sa bonne grace, et luy dictes que tout yra bien, 
car Mons**. Jacques Balfour et moy n'avons dormis tout^ la 
nuyte ains avons mis ordre en toute, et avons apreste k 
logis, et dictes a la Royne que je luy envoye ce dyamant 
que tu luy porteras, et que s'y j'avoy mon cucur je le luy 
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.cnvoyeraye tresvoUuntiers, mais je ne Pay pas moi. Va 
t'en a Monsr. de Ledington et luy demandes s'il veult re- 
scrire a la Royne, ce que le diet Paris faist, et le trouve ^ 
la chambre des comptes, et luy demande s'il plasoyt ren- 
dre la response. aux lettres de la Royne que Mons*". de 
Boduel luy avoyt baillies. Ouy (ce dit-il) et la-dessus il 
prend du papier incontinent et escript, et ayant faict le diet 
P^ris luy diet que la Royne Favoyt commande de luy de- 
xnander lequel des deux logis seroyt le millieur pour le Roy, 
car elle ne bougeray dela jusqu'a ce qu'il Fauroit raporte 
sa responce. Le dit Letingtoun luy respondit que le Kirka- 
feild seroyt bon, et que le dit Seigneur de Boduel et luy 
avoycnt advise ensemble la-dessus. Ainsy le diet Paris 
partit pour son aller a Glaseou vers la Royne; et estant 
de rctour a Glaseou et avoyr faiet s6n messaige qui luy 
cstoyt donne des diz Seigneurs de bouehe, la Royne luy 
demande s'il avoyst veu parler Messieurs de Boduel et Leth- 
ingtoim ensembles, diet que non, mais que Mons^. dc 
Boduel luy avqyt diet qu'ilz avoyent parle de bon vysage 
ensemble, et que le diet Sieur de Lethingtoun estoyt du 
tout a luy, et que le logis estoyt prest. Item, comme die 
r^oumoyt de Glaseou vers Lislebourg avec le Roy a Kal- 
lendar, il s'adresse. ung homme de Mons*". de Boduel au 
diet Paris et luy bailie une lettre pour la presenter a la 
Royne, ce qu'il feist, laquelle luy demanda s'y Thomme 
cstoyt seur. Je penise, ce dit-il, Madame qu'il n'eust vouUu 
vous envoyer homme ^u'il n'en fust seur. La-dessus en 
s'en allant coucher elle rescript une lettre, et y meist dedans 
ung anneau et la luy baiUa pour la bailler au diet homme 
porteur, chose qu'il feist, pour la rapporter au diet Sieur de 
Boduel ; apres le 1R.oyne et le Roy estans a Lythkow, elle 
diet au diet Paris qu'il vouUoit mettre Guilbert Courlle 
Tallet de chambt^e ches le Roy, pour ce qu'il estoyt de bon 
6qMrit> affin de veoyr ce que le Roy feroyt, car elle ne gc 
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fyoyt point a Sande Duram. Du diet lieu Jehan HaJ 
fiist par elle despesche vers Mons*". de Bodtiel, auqud die 
parla asses long temp?, en apres aussy Paris avec des bras- 
seletz au dit Sieur Boduel (le diet Paris arryvcnt a Lisle- 
bourg luy bailie les bra?seletz) Icquel Sieur estoyt preside 
monter a cheval pour aller trouver le Roy ct b Royne, 
avec lequel le dit Paris retoume au devant du Roy, lequd 
ils conduyrent jusques a son logis a Kirkafeild. 

Intcrrogue s*il savoyt aucun priveaute entre la Royiic 
ct Mons*". de Boduel durant le temps que le Roy gysoit 
\ Kirkafeild : respond, que Mons*". de Boiduel luy avok 
diet que toutes les nuytz Jehan Hepbron feroyt le guet 
soubz les galleries a Sancte-^eroyx, cependant que lady 
Reress yroyt bien taird le querir pour I'amener a la chambre 
de la Royne, luy deffendant, assavoyr a Paris, sur la vie dc 
ne dire que sa femme estoyt aveeques luy. 

Interrogu^ s'il savoyt de I'entrepris du meurtre du Roy 
depuis son arryvement a Kirkafeild jusques au jour de Fexe- 
cution : respond, que non aultrement que ce qu'il en a de$i2 
depose en sa desposition faite le neufieme de ce moys, en 
adioustant que ' le jour que Mons^. de Boduel luy avoyt 
communique le faiet de meurtre du Roy, qui fust le mcsmc 
jour que la Royne couchast au logis du Roy a Kirkafeld, 
(ainsy comme il y en souvient fort bien) et comme le dit 
Paris voulloyt dresser le lict de la Royne en sa chambre qui 
estoyt droyt soubs la chambre du Roy, ainsy que Mons^ 
de Boduel luy avoyt commande lors qu'il p^rloyt avecquef 
luy au trou la ou il le destaschoyt pour faire ses affaires, Ic 
diet Sieur de Boduell deffendist au dit . Paris de ne dresser 
le lict de la Royne droict soubz le lict du Roy, car je y 
veulx mettre la pouldre en cest endroyt-la ce dit-il. Et 
ceste mesmes nuyt-la apres que le lict fust dresse en la 
chambre de la Royne ; ce que je fis au mesme endroytla 
ou il me fust deffendu par le diet de Boduel, la Royne mc 
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<list, sot que tu cs, je ne veulx pas que mon lict soyt en ccst 

cndroyt-la, et de faict le feist oster : par lequelles parolles 

j'ay aperseu a mon esprit qu'elle avoyt cognoyssance du 

-faict. La-dessus je prins la hardiesse de luy dire, Madamcij 

Monsr. de Boiduel ma commande luy porter les clefs de 

votre chambre, et qu'il a envie de y faire quelque chose ; 

c'est de faire saulter le Roy en Fair par pouldre qu'il y fera 

mettre \ ne me parle poynt de cela ceste heure-cy, ce diet 

^Ue^ £ais en ce que tu vouldras. La-dessus je ne Tosoys 

parler plus avant. A ceste heure-cy je commence a con- 

syderer que j'estoys employe en ce faict meschant, aupa*- 

ravant par parolles couvertes et desguysees estant envoye de 

Glascou vers Mons^. de Boiduel, pour scavoyr lequel des 

logis estoyent le meillieur, et par ce aussy qu'il m'a respondu 

alors, quant il me renvoye vers le Royne, vous la dires, 

sy elle vous demande ce que je fais, que j'ay veille toute 

ceste nuyt et Mr. Jacque Balfour, pour aprester le logis du 

Roy. Estant interrogue sy la Royne passoyt plus oultre 

ceste nuyte sur ce purpos, la diet que non, mais le pressoyt 

apres plus fort que jamais de parler a elle de pourpos de 

Mons^, de Boduel de sa femme et de aultres choses. Et 

estant couchee ne dormoyt point toute le nuyte, ains escry- 

voyt des lettres au diet Sieur de Boiduel, et les envoye par 

Je diet Paris au Sieur de Boduel, envyron onze a douze 

heures de nuyt, mais riens de creance. Et ayant delivrc 

ceste lettre audict Sieur de Boduel, il rescript estant aulict 

^t en baillant la responce au dit Paris, il luy diet, dictes a 

la Royne que je ne dormiray point que je ne escheve mon 

cntrepris, quant je deburoys trayner la picque toute ma vie 

pour I'amour d'elle, 

Et estant de retour vers la Royne Vendredy au matin, 
luy ayant racompte ces mesmes parolles que luy avoyt dictes 
^Ions^. de Bpiduel, Et bien, Paris (ce dict-elle en ryant) 
il ji'en viendra jamais sy Dieu plaist a ce poynt-la, et cc 
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dysoyst-elle estant au lict. Et comme die s*abilloyt le dit 
Paris prend les deux clefs de la chanibre de la Royne selon 
le commandement du dit Sieur de Boduel, et les luy aporte. 
Leqiiel ayant faict sortir toute le monde de sa chambre, 
' prend le clef d'ung cofFre qu'il avoyt en sa pochette, et 

apres avoyr ouvert le dit cofire, en tire des aultres clefs 
contrefaicti; toute neufues, et en regardant les unes aupres 
des aultres, diet a Paris, ha ! ouy, elles sont bien ; raporte 
* celles-la, et il remeist les contrefaictes dedans le cofire. 

Estant interrogue s'il scavoyt qui avoyt fait et bailie les 
clefs contrefaictes au dit Sieur de Boduel : respond, qu'il 
n'en savoyt rien, sy non que le dit Sieur de Boduel luy dist 
qu'il avoit toutes les clefs des portes de ce logis-la, et que 
luy et maistre Jacques Balfour avoyent este tout uhe nuyt 
pour chercher et savoyr la meilleure entree, commq il a 
desia depose 5 mais cependant que le diet Paris estoyt absent 
avecques ces clefs, Archibald Bethon, huyssier,' demande 
les clefz pour laisser sortir la Royne au jardin, et ne les 
pouvant trouver, la Royne en fust fasche, et diet tout haut 
a Paris a son retour, Paris pourquoy aves-vous emporte les 
clefs de ma chambre, lequel ne luy respond it mot sur ITieure; 
mais apres la trouvant a part luy dist, ha ! Madame, pour- 
quoy m'aves vous diet devant le monde que j'avbys pris les . 
clefs de votre chambre, voyant que vous saves bien le 
pourquoy. Ha ! ce dit-elle, Paris c'est tout ung ; ne tc 
soucye, ne to soucye ; et d'autant qu'il en pourrpyt avoyr 
bon souvenance il diet, que ce Vendredy la nuyt la Royne 
troucha encores au logis du Roy, et luy renvoya derechef 
porter des lettres au diet Sieur de Boduel. 

Interrogue s'il avoyt rien entendu de ce propos le Sab- 
medy au matim : respond que non, sy non que la Royne 
deist en presence de ceulx de sa chambre qu'il y avoyt cu 
quelque querelle entre le Roy et Mons»". de Sancte Croix, 
lequel avoyt bon moyen a ceste heure-la de tuer le Roy, 
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car il n'y avoyt en la chambrq alors qu'elle pour les departirj 
et diet oultre qu'apres disner le diet Sieur de Boduel luy 
commande de prendre la clef de la ehambrd de la Roynej 
chose qu'il n'avoyt envie de faire, mais eomme la Royne 
sortoyt de sa chambre elle le regarde, et luy eommande de 
prendre la dit clef. Et au soyr la Royne estant a PAbbaye, 
elle envoye le dit Paris vers Mens'', de Boduel, luy com- 
mandant luy dire de bouche ; alles vous en a Mons*". de 
Eoducl et luy dictes, qu'il me-semble qu'il seroit le mieulx 
que Mons^. de Sanete Croyx avee Guillaume Blakatre 
alien t a la chambre du Roy, faire ce que le diet de Boduel 
s9Qit, et qu'il parle a Mons^ de Sanct Croix touchant ce 
purpos, ear il seroyt myeulx ainsy qu'aultrement, et pour ce. 
n'en seroit qu^ng peu prisonnier dedans le chasteau. Apres 
avoyr le diet Paris racompte ce faiet a Mons^. de Boduel 
il luy dice, je parieray a Mons^. de Sanct Croyx, et puis 
j'yray parler moy mesmes a la Royne. Le dit Paris n'a 
souvenance d'aultre chose que se feist ce jour-li, mais le 
reste est contenu en sa premier deposition jusques a ce que 
la Royne arryva enTAbbaye, et Mons''. de Boduel s'estant 
aussy retire en sa chambre avee le dit Paris, survint 
Mons*". de Honteley, en compaignye de deux ou troys ser- 
viteurs, et ce par le chemin derrier PAbbaye qui menie 
droyt au logis de feu Mons^. de Ruthuen y et apres qu'ilz 
avoyent parle en Poreille ensemble, comme Mons"". de 
Boiduel avoyt desia commence de changer ses habillementz, 
le diet de Boduel deist apres au dit Paris, que Mons^. de 
Honteley s'estoyt offert dialler avecques luy, mais qu'il ne 
le voulloyt mener. Quant et luy, et apres que Mons^. de ^ 

Honteley se fust party pour aller coucher, le diet de Boduel 
prend le tailler et Paris avecques luy, comme il est diet en 
sa premiere deposition. 

Le Lundy matin entre neuf et dix hcures, le diet Paris 
diet qu'il entre dans la chambre de la Royne laquelle estoyt 
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bicn close, et son lict la tendu dn noyr ett signc de detnl, ct 

de la chandelle allumer dedans ycelle la ou Madame dc 

Bryant luy donnoyt a desieusner d'ung oenf frais, la ou 

aussy Mons**. de Boduel arryve et parle a elle secretement 

soubz courtinc. Ce jour-la Lundy, se passe ainsy sans cc 

ique le diet Paris parle a elle. Mardy au matin elle se leuc, 

et le diet Paris estant entre en sa chambre, la Royne luy dc- 

mande, Paris qu'as-tu ? Helas \ ce dict-il, Madame, je TOys 

que chascun me regarde de coste. Ne te chaille, ce dict- 

elle, je te feray bon vysayge, et personne ne t'oscroyt dire 

mot. Cependant elle ne le diet chose de ccmseqoence jusques 

a ce qu'elle vouUoyt aller a Seton, alors elle luy demandast 

de prendre une cassette ou il y avoyt des corceletz d'cscus 

que le thresorier luy avoyt aporte de France, pour la porter 

a la chambre de Mons*". de Boduel, qui estoyt a cestc 

heure-la loge dedans le pallays, au dessus de la chambre la 

ou ce tenoyt le conseil ; et puis apres luy commandast de 

prendre son cofFre des bagues et le faire porter au chasteau, 

et le delyvrer entre les mains du Sieur de Skirling, pour 

lors cappitaine soubz Mens*", de Boduel, chose ^u'il feist ; 

en apres elle voyant le diet Paris tout fasche, elle pressoyt 

souvent de faire service a Mons^ de Boduel, ce qu*il 

n'avoyt envie de faire, ains demandoyt souvent son conge, 

et voyant cela a la parfin elle luy diet, Paris, alles-vous 

consoller avecques Mr. Jacques Balfour ; cest ung homme 

d'esprit, je m'y suis consoUe par plusieurs foys et me con- 

soUe de present. 

Item. Interrogue du premier pryveaute qu*il a cogncn 
cstre entre la Royne et Mons''. de Boduel : respond, que 
c'estoyt alors que le dit de Boduel conduysoit la Royne vers 
Glascou, quant elle alloyt querir le Roy. A Callender 
apres souper assez tard Lady Reress vint a la chambre dc 
Mons^. de Boduel et voyt le diet Paris la, et demande que 
faict ce Paris icy. Cest tout ung, ce dict-il, Paris ne djn 
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chose 4Ue je luy defFend de dire, et la-dessus ellc Tamene 
a la ehambre de la Royne : cecy cestoyt le soyr devant que 
le lendemaiti la Royne Tenvoya la bourse par Paris att diet 
Sieur de Boduel. 

Item. En oultre il diet et declare, qu'envyron le temps que 
le diet de Boduel fust faiet Due, la Royne lui baillast le buf- 
fett et vesselle de Targent de Monsieur le Prince la ou estoyt 
ses armoyries pour la porter a Mons^ de Bothuile, lequel 
luy diet que cestoyt pour en faire oster la marque de Prince 
ct y mettre la sienne, ce qu'il delyvra ^ ung qui a espouse 
tine Marguerite Hepbron (mais il ne scait bonncment son 
nom) lequel comme il luy diet il le debuoyt bailler k Mr. 
Jacques Balfour pour le faire faire. 

Item. II diet et confesse que la nuyt auparavant que la 
Royne fiist ravie et enlevee du dit Sieur de Boduel, que 
Mons^ d'Ormistoun vint parler ^ la Royne bien seerete- 
ment a Lythquow: la-dessus la Royne escrypt une lettre par- 
le diet Paris et par ce qu'il ne scavoyt bien le chemyn, la 
Royne le feist conduyre par le diet Ormistoun chez Mon- 
sieur de Halton, la ou le diet Sieur de Boduel cstoit en 
bonne eompaignie, et mesmes les capitanes couches aupres de 
luy et daidtres 5 et trouvant le diet Sieur de Boduel en- 
jdormye les veille et luy diet, Monsieur, voyla des lettres 
que k Royne vous envoye. Et bien, Paris, ce dit-il, couchc 
toy la ung peu j cependant je m'envoys escryre, e)t apres 
avoir escript il diet au dit Paris, recommendes me humble- 
xnent a la majestic et luy dictes que j'yray aujourdhuy la 
ttouvcr sur la chemyn au pont. 

Item. Estant interrogue s'il savoyt pourquoy Joseph s'cn 
alia de ce pays : respond, que la Royne luy diet, Paris il £iult 
que tu eontrouves quelque chose en ton esprite pour faire 
peur a Joseph, affin qu*il s*en aiUe: etvoyant qu'il ne pouvoyt 
rien faire elle luy diet, je feray faire une lettre que tu per- 
deras derrier luy pour luy faire peur; mais luy tiepouvant ce 
Vol. II. LT 
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feire clle Ic feist dire par le justice clerk, c6^ime il peusti 
qu'il eust ^ comparoistre au parlem^nt, chose cju*il raflSrayast 
grandemcnt, et courut 9a ct la demandant son conge, enfin 
la Royne bailie neuf vingtz escus a Paris pour les baiUer a 
Joseph, afEn qu'il s'en allast, ce qu'il feist, et ainsy ayant 
fcccu la diet somme il s'en alia. 

Itctny diet, que Jehan Hay souvent apres la mort du Roy 
le conseylloyt et le confortoyt bien, et qu'aultre ne le con- 
solloyt, sy non que souvent comment Mons'. de Honteley 
le voyant deffaict, le demandoyt, Paris, qu'as tu ? 

This is the trew copy of the declaration and depositioan 
of the said Nicholas Howbert als Paris, quhairof the 
principall is markit every leif with his awin hand. ^ 
Arid the same being red againe in his precence, he 
avowit the same, and all partes and clauses thairof to 
be undoubtedlie trew. 

Ita est Alexander Hay, scriba secreti consilli S. D. N, 
Regis ac NotariusPublicus. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



APPENDIX. 291 



Nto. XXVII. Vol. IL Page 22. 

Confession of the Laird ofOrmiston^ who was executed 
for the Murder of Darnley. 

The Castell of Edmburgh, 13th of Decembef, 1573 

THE qiihilk day John Brande, minister at Hallyruid-Andefson*g 
house, being sent to the laird of black Ormistoune, to give ^^^* 
him comfort be the promiss of God's word offereit to sin-^ 
ners, and alswa to requyre the said laird to glorifie God in 
shawing of the truth, &C.5 after lang conference, and 
prayers made, above the space of ane hour, or theirby, the 
said John Brand minister said unto him. Sir, althocht I am 
trcwlie persuadit that the haill trewth ye have shawen me 
of this matter, yit, because divers and greater doubts arc 
passit of you, and- alse the memorie of men are hot weak, 
theirfoir, gif ye thought guid, I wald wryte certaine of they 
things breifeley that you have spoken \ quha answerit 
mciklie, for God's saike doe the samen ; wreit even as I 
shall speike. As I shall answer imto God, with whom I 
hope this night to sowp, I shall declaire unto you the haill, 
from the beginning imto the end of my pairt. First, I 
confess that the earle Bothwell shetv that samen wickit 
deid unto me, in his his own chalmer in the abbey, qn Fry- 
day before the deid wes done, and requyred me to take pairt 
with him therein^ because, as he alledged, I wes ane man of 
activeness, (alace theirfor!) quhair I utterly refuisit, and 
said, God forbid, hot, gif it were upon the field, to fight 
with your I»o. unto the death, I sould not feir my skina 
cutting* Then the said earle said unto me, tuish«, Onius»> 
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totxne, yc need not take fcir of this, for the haill lords fief 
concluded the samen langsyne in Craigmiller, all that wcs 
ther with the quein, and nane darr find fait with it quhen 
it shall be done. Efter the quhilk, I departit hame to Kaitis 
Tam/eS| quhilk was Thomas Henderson'^s house in Edin- 
burgh, for his mother was called Kait : bemg in part seik| 
I lay doim in my bed, and by all Saturday, chieflie for that 
cause, beleivand that way to have put off that evil hour; 
and swa I knew na farder of ic quhill Sunday at night, 
quhere I being in my chalmer in the Black Frier Wynd, 
gangand beltit in ane goun, John Hepbuhie and John Hay 
of Talla come, unto me, and said the quenis grace and larin 
are past up to sie the king, and my lord is standand at the 
Black Frier Wynd fute, and bids you cume to him incon- 
tinent ; quhere I layd my goun from me, and tuik ane 
ryding clock, bei^ause I beleivit all had bein weill anewchc 
now ^eit, seing they had passit up to visit him 5 and cum- 
ing at the first I mist the said earle, for he had comlteB 
upe anuthcr closse to seik me himselfe, in my awn chalmer, 
and thair he fand my cousing Hob, quhom hebrcmght with 
him, and thairafter met togidder in the middis of the 
Wynd, wha tuike me againe, and we sdl passit up to the 
Freier Yaird, through the slape, quhair Pareis and Archie 
Bctoun com and met us, and said all wes ready preparit tat 
the setting of the lunt ; and they all enquyrit^ how it souM 
be set to v and, after diverse speakihgis, I said, take ane 
piece of lunt of thrie or four inch lang, and kindle the ane 
«nd of it, and lay to the cald end, and it wald bum sync to 
the train, and swa will blawnp; efter the quhilk, the 
qtielne {>as$ing hame, the erle Bothwell said, speid, and 
clois all the duris, for they had 1 3 fals keys of the lodgiof . 
maide, and givin, as they said to me, be him that aught the 
house. Efter the quhilk I departit incontinent, and came 
^•t Qeartr,~as I shall answor befoir Godj nor the duir; 
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and as I was cumand hame it strake ten hours, wher then 
I pasit to Katis Tames bons, to avoyd suspitloun, that na 
man sould say I was at the deid doinge, for I was an 
hour and piair in my bed or the blast and crack was. 
Being rccjuyrit be the said minister, gif he knew not that 
the king was utherways handilit be menes handes, for it is 
Gomonlie spokin he was brought fmth and wirryit, quha 
anserit, as I sail answer to my God, I knew nothing but he 
was blawin up; ^nd did enquyre the samyn maist dilli- 
gi^tlie at John liepburne and John Hay, and all that tar-* 
rcit behind me, quha swore unto me, they never knew nac 
Uther thing bot he was blawin up ; and swa I think it w«s 
s^ne work done be God for the punishment of money wickit 
men, quhairof I am ane, and ane great sincr before Gpd, 
for the quhilk I ask God mercy. 

Thirdly, Being requyrit, gif he knew na farder hcre» 
after, ansrit, at the pasche thairafter, when the bruite be- 
gouth to rys upon us, and all cryit, ane vengeance upon 
them that slew the king, it prickit my conscience, and I 
come unto the erl^ Bothwell in hi$ chamber, and said to 
him, quhat devill is this now, my lord, that every body 
suspectis you of this deid, and cryes, ane vengance for the 
samen, and few or no uther spoken of bot yow. Aneuther 
thing you said to me : quha ansrit, \ sail let you sie sume 
thing that I had for me ; quha lute me sie ane contract 
subscryvit be four or fyve handwrittes, quhilk he affirmit 
to me was the subscription of the erle of Huntlie, Argyll, 
the secretar Maitland, and Sir James Balfour, and alleaged 
that mony m^e promisit, wh^ wald assist him gif he were 
put at ; and thairafter read the said contract, quhilk, as I 
remember, conteinit thir words, in eflfcct : ^^ That, for, sa^ 
mikle it was thought expedient and maist profitable for 
the commoun wealth, bo the haill nobilitie ?ind lordi unn 
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dcrsut^cryvlt, that sick ane young fool and proud tirraoe 
sould not reign nor bear rcull over thamc ; and lihat for 
diverse causes, thairfoir, that ithays all had concludit that 
he sould be put off by ane way or uther, and quhosocvir, 
sould take the deid in hand, or do it, they sould defend 
and fortifie it as thamselffis, for it sould be every ane of 
their awin, recknit and halden done be themsdffis.'* 
• Quhilk writting, as said earl shew unto me^ was de- 
vysit be Sir James Balfour, subscryvit be them all ane 
quarter of ane year befoir the deid was done; after the 
quhilk I never spake to the said earle of it quhiU the day 
bt gate hi$ assyse, quhaire the said earle standing at the 
barr, luiking doun ^ad lyke, I plukit upon him and said, 
fye, my lord, what divill is this yee are do^d. Your 
face shawes what ye are : hald up your face, for Godi( 
sake, and luik blythlie ; ye might luike swa and ye were 
gangand to the deid. Allace, and wo worth them that ever 
devysit it, I trow it sail garr us all mume : quha ansrit 
^ me, had your tongue ; I wald not yet it wer toe do : J 
have ane out gait fra it) cum as it may, and diat ye wi4 
knaw bdyve. 

• Forder, the tynie when my broker was hurt be the hdr4 
of Sdffsrird, first com word to me that they war dayne, an4 
then thatr came ane bill from thamsdffis, and said they 
wer onley hurt, and wald not die ; but ane thing did them 
mair evill than the hurting, viz. that ane eommotme bruit 
was risen, that I was at the king's slaughter, and theirfbir 
disirit ine to get sume guid way to purge mysdfe, that it 
pass na farder, or else ye have done with it 5 qahilk bill 
I tuike and gave to the crle Bothwell, wha tnike it and 
gave it to the quein, and she tuike it and read it, and 
gave it to the erie Huntlie, thair present, wha read it, and 
^hairafter turnit unto me, and tomit her back, and gave » 
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tl^Jrlng with her shoulder, and passit away, and spake no*- ' 
thing to me. This is the haill thing I knaw, atheraffoir: 
oj: eftir, as I sail ahsuer to my God, with whom I hope tar 
supe. Efter the quliilk being inquyred, gif ever the qiiein 
spake unto him at any tyme, or gif he knew what v^es the 
quenis mynd unto it, ansrit, as I shall ansucr to God shoe 
spake never to me nor I to hir of it, nor I knaw nathing of 
hir part but as my lord Bothwell $haw me j for I will not 
speike bot the trewth.for all the gold of the earth, quhilk 
I desyre you, guid minister, bear record hearof as ye have 
written, quhilk I pray yow read over to me : let me alswa 
see it 5 quhilk I did affoir Archibald Dowglass constabill 
of the castell, and George Towers of Bristo, with uthers 
divers gentlemen and servants being in the chalmer, quhilk 
beand done, he said, for God's saike, sit down and pray 
for me, for I have bein ane greit sinner utherwyse, for 
the quhilk my God this day is punishing me 5 for of all men 
on the earth, I have bein ane of the proudest and heich 
myndit, and maist filthie of my body, abusying myself 
dyvers ways. Bot specially I have shed innocent blood 
of ane Michael Hunter with my awin hands : allace their*- 
foir, because the said Michael havand me lyeing upon my 
back, haveing ane fork in his hand, myght have slayne me 
gif he pleasit, and did it not, quhilk of all things greives 
me maist in conscience : alswa in a raige I hangit a poor 
man for an horse 5 with mony uthep wickit deids j ibr the 
quhilk, 1 aske my God mercy, for its not mervell that I 
have bein wickit, for the wickit companie that evef^I have 
bein in, bot speciallie within thir seaven yearis bypast, 
quhilk I never saw twa guid men or ane guid deid, bot all 
kind of wickedness 5 and yit my (jod wald not suffer me 
to be lost, and hes drawen me from them as out of hell, 
and hes given me lazer and space, with guid companie, to 
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repent, for the quhilk I thank him, and is assurit that I am 
ane of his elect. 

Thir words, with mony mae, cryand continually onto 
his God, even to the very end, cryand, my Lord Jesus, 
sweit Jesus, have mercy upon me, as you have had upon 
uther sinners, in sick sort, that he was, to the appearance 
of man, ane of the maist penetent sinners that hes bcih 
$ein this lang tyme, and mey be comptit ane example of 
Cod'3 mercies to all penitent sinneri^^ 
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No. XXVIIL Vol. IL Page 38. 

^*LORD HCJNSDOWN writes to CecQ from Newr AndersonV 
castle, 7th Sept. 15^9, that he heard for truth that Led- theStat^ 
ington was apprehended and committed to ward the 3d in- q^^^ 
stant, being accused of several art;iclesx)f treason." 7Sept.i569, 

** In another letter, fron) Alnwick, Sfh Sept. 1 5 69* he jj. 
says, this morning came to me this packed which I ^end 8SepU5e9 
you herewith, with a letter to myself from the regent| 
whereby I find that my s^dvertisement of Ledington is true, 
James Bawfur was J^ken out of Fife with sixteen horsemen 
and harkebusiers. They ar^ accused by one Crawford^ ^ 
servant of the earl of Lennox, to be consenting, aiding, 
and devisers of the murder of the lord Darnley, and I 
think Paris, who wa§ lately executed, hath affirmed no 

From the two letters in tjo. XXVI, it appears that EIh 
z^beth had received immediate notice of Paris's Confes- 
sion on the 9th and |oth, as her letter to prevent his exe- 
cution arrrived at Berwick on th^ 23d, and reached Murray 
on the 24th of August, eight d;jys after his e2^ecution on 
the i6th» A packet from lady Lenno^i: is also jnentioned, to 
whiqh the conclusion of Mun-ay's letter alludes yi?. " that 
the testimonie sail not §eame doubtful, neyther to thamc 
quhp be natnre hes graitest caijse to dcsyre condign pu-s 
nishment for the said murthcrj" Muf ray's letter was writn 
ten abput the end of August j ^nd we must conclude th^^ 
Crawford, one of Lennqx's 4ependpnts, accused Lething-t 
ton on the 3d of Septernbcr, in consequence of instruction^ 
contained in lady Lennox's packet, gent on the first informa- 
tion of the discoveries made by Paris. Crawford was ^h? 
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gallant captain Crawford of Jordanhill, so distinguished 
afterwards by taking Dumbarton castle; and the accusa- 
tion was probably instigated by Cecil, to crush Lcthing- 
ton's busy intrigues for Mary's divorce, restoration, and 
marriage with Norfolk. Tlxat the delay of the trial was 
not collusive, appears from the following facts which 
honest Goodall, who quotes Murray's ^cch, has suppressed 
in order to vindicate Bothwell, by representing the whole 
as a mere artifice for the preservation of Lethington, the 
regent's associate in the murder. Goodall, i. 397 • 

** Upon the 21st of November, the day appointed for 
Lethington to underly trial, and the verdict of ane assize, 
many noblemen and gentlemen repaired to Edinburgh 
whom he had written for to maintain him as he pretended 
in his innocency and just cause. His friends were all that 
were unfriends to the king or privy to the murther, all the 
Hamiltons, Huntley, Argyle, Athol, Seton, Boyd, Livingston, 
Fleming, and the Hepbums. Hume came with the Hep- 
burns and other friends to Edinburgh, and Athol, Huntley, 
and the Hamiltons came to Linlithgow | who being 
charged be the regent to come no nearer, stayed. The earl 
of Morton, with three thousand, lay at Dalkeith, waiting 
till the regent sent for him. Lethington, confident in the 
power of the other faction, which was strong, notwith- 
standing that Norfolk was committed to prison, urged 
trial, and bragged of his- innocency. The regent finding 
the convocation of his friends and followers so great by 
expectation, sent for the chief noblemen in the town, to 
whom he made an oration, as after followeth to this sense : 
For as meikle as, when ye interprised the revenge of the 
king's slaughter, I was in France, where ye sent to me, and 
desired me to come home, and take upon me the regiment, 
ye cau$ed me take an oath that I should to the uttermost 
revenge the murther of the king, and ye on the other part 
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4id swear to fortify me j now there is a gentleman accused 
of the same murther, and 1 purposed to take trial', but yc 
leaving conveened to hinder justice, wherefore ye shall un- 
derstand that I will continue this day of law till another 
time. If he be clean, he shall suffer no harm, but if he be 
found guijty, it shall not ly in your hands to save him. So 
the day of law was continued, and drfeiTcd tQ another 
time/' CaIderwoo4y iif 14^. MS. 



Digitized 



by Google 



SOO APPENDJX. 



't^o. XXIX. Vol. II. Page 49, 

Copy of the K. of Denmark's Letter to the K. of Scoiis^ 
30 October 1567, for answer of pis touching the 
delivery and sending into Scotland of the Earl Botlh 

w^lh 

Fredericus sepundus iffc, Dom Jacoho Scotorum Regi tsfc, c$r^ 
sqnguineo etfratri nosfro Charissitno salutem ^c, 

-^ SJERENISSIME princeps cons^guinee ct fratcr charts!* 

pmce. sime, reddidit nobis die xv huju$ mensjs literas sercnitatis 
vcstrae, ultimo Septcmbris Strivilengi scriptas,^ ppspsentiiua 
exhibitor, fecialis vester, quibus nos de miserabili casu V^vsn 
trissimi principis 4omini Henripi Spo^prum Regis Patris 
screnitatisvestrsB bon« recorda^ionis itcrum certiores fedt, 
* ac comi^em Bothwallum npn ita pridem a prefccto nostro 

\rx Norvagia captun^ quern cru(![clissimae c^dis ^llius ream 
et authorem fetcit^ ad supplicium deposcit| eiui^que sibi a 
nobis dedi, et si ita nobis videatur tempus certom 
constitui petit, quo is nostrg ex jurisdictions? in Scotiam 
reduci et psna ad^ci possit^ His nos ^ipice jain respon- 
demus, nos, sicut superipribus Uteris nostris testati suinu% 
tragicum istum,et plane miseranduo^ c^sum optimi principis 
tanto majore cum animi dolore percepimuSs quanto magis 
nota fuerant dmnibus, serenitatis ipsius varia, et animi ct 
corporis dona et omamenta, pr^esensque sercnitatis vestrx 
xtas, et rerum in Scotja status, parentem et moderatorem 
talem requirere videbantur. Ideoque pro communi nostra 
regnorumque npstrorum necessit^dine, mortem Christiani 
^t vicini regis et vicen> spr^^iit^tis ycstrse et univ^rsap rei«» 
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Jiublicac Scoti«, quae non leve inde incdmitiodurti perccpifi 
vehcmentur dolemus et deploramus, ac Deum pf ecamui^, 
ut Serenitatis vestrse imperium, ea praescrtim ^tate sus- 
ceptum, l^tioribus auspiciis promoveat confii'metqife, ac 
presentlbus tandem regnorum tumultibus, remedium tem-^ 
pcstivum adhibcat. 

Quantum vero ad comitem Bothwallum pertinet. Cog* 
novimus cum nupcr cum in regno ncJstro Norvagiae vaga-^ 
retur, ct non nuUam suspicionibus causam prsebuisset, cum 
navibus sociisque a nostris captum, et in castrum nostrum 
Bergense deductum, indeque in Regnum nostrum Danicae 
transmissum esse: is si c^edem istam aliaque de quibus 
scribit Serenitas vcstra, horrenda flagitia commtsit, dignus 
profecto foret in quern pro scelerum atrocitate graviter 
animadverteretnr. IntcUeximus autem ex relatione nos- 
tronim se cum de his argueretiir, purgandi sui causa 
plurima in medium adduxisse ; inter caetera purgationera 
ejus, cujus insimularetur, criminiS| in Scotia a se legitime 
factam, ideoque in dccisorio judicio per sententiam abso- 
lutam, se Regem Scotorum, serenissimam Reginam, consari'- 
guineam nostramy conjugem suanty contrariam factionem sub- 
ditos rebdles asserens,iiec ullam hac in causa Regtri^ accusal 
tionem intervenire. 

Cumque ea cum literia Serenitatis testrsei et narratione 
fsecialis ejosdem, cui nihil certe derogandum esse duximu^ 
plane non convenirent, negotium vero ipsum maximi ut 
apparebat momenti et prejudicii, altiorem indaginem, ma- 
turamque deliberationem postulare videretur, minime nobis 
committendum esse judicavimus^ ut in causa de cujus cir^ 
cumstantiis et forma nondum penitus nobis constaretj certti 
aliquod decernercmus. 

At autem ex sententia Serenitatis vestrae, nostra ex po- 
testate et custodia^ in Scotiam abducendum Bothwallum 
tradi permittamus, eo difBcultatem alrquam inesse, nee sine 
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labefactatione regiae jurisdictionis nostrae^ prestari jam |^s$cf 
visum cstp Ideoque latius nobis de eo deliberandmn, me* 
morato vero Serenitatis vestrse feciali, cui proseculionem 
hujus causscj et rei accusationem commissam esse, liiene 
Serenitatis vestrx testabantur, potestatem fecimas, in prox« 
imo procenim nostrorum conventu legitime judicio coitfra 
eundem experiundi, disceptandique. Cumque^is propter 
^cujus temporis moram,quam ob instauratam expeditionem 
Bostram Lubecticam, et quorundam consiliariorum nostro* 
mm absentiam intervenire oportuit, reditum ad Serenitatem 
vestram maturaret 5 praesertim quod sc in itinire advcrsa 
tempestate impeditum argueretur, existimarcm officio nos- 
tro regio, et Serenitatis vqstrae cxpectatione, nos in hac parte 
jam satis£iu:turos esse, si comitem Bothwallum, tuta et aro- 
tiori in custodia, tantisper apud nos asservandum deman- 
daremus, donee de negotii istius circumstantiis legitime 
edoctiy hoc decemere posimus, quod ex juris et equitads 
norma, mutuorum faederum ratio, ac res denique ipsa 
postulare videatur et requirere : quod cum diligenter cura- 
turi simus, omnino confidemus Serenitatem vestram k^ic 
responsionem nostram benigne accepturam, inque sdita 
apud nos benevolentia perseveraturam . esse. Cui valitudi- 
nem prosperam et felices salutaritun consiliorum successor 
ex animo precamur. Ex Regia nostra Hostenia xzx De* 
cember 1567. 
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Three Letters from Elizabeth to Frederick King of 
Denmark for the delivery ofBothwell^ 

Elizabetha Dei gratia^ 55*r. Frederico Dania, (sfc* salutenu^ 

Principes legibus esse soltitos verum quidem est, ct 
constat inter omnes : at vero legibus tamen sese alligatos 
profiteri, ct ex earum praescripto vivere, et oratio Regibug 
digna, et res est omni Principatu major. Ac quoniam in 
sublimi hoc dignitatis gradu Serenitatem vestramDeus con- 
stituit, ut populis legitime imperaret, et exemplo praeesset^ 
libenter sane fecimus, ut in justissima et communi omnium 
regum causa, tuae Serenitatis ut humani et justi principis 
sequitatem interpellaremus. Est enim si cujusquam, certe 
r^um munus et officium, regum vitas (in quo ipcorumsa- 
lus quodanunodo continctur) tueri et aliorum principum 
consceleratas caedes, in quo ipsorum periculum propter ex* 
cmplum et populorum certa strages agitur, vindicare. » 

Quas turbas S;cotorum rebus, ultimi Regis Henrici cala- 
xnitosa caedes intulerit, Serenitatem tuam cum recte scire, 
turn multum dokre arbitraipiur, quos vero homines, illiul 
caedis gravissima suspitio attigerit, non poterit etiam tua 
Serenitas ignorare. Horum unus is, qui in S. T. potes- 
tatc nunc esse dicitur Copies Bodovelliae omnium votis, v6- 
cibus, efflagttatione, ad judicium acriter deposcitur. 

Quanquam igitur Serenitatem tuam sua sponte,quod tanto 
principc dignum sit, fecturam non dubitamus, tamen vehe- 
menter Serenitatem tuam etiam atque etiam rogamus, sic ut 
xnagis exanimo nihil possumus, ut ilium comitem, ad pau<* 
tarn dicendam, vel mittat in Scotiam vel honoris nostri 
gratia, recta ad nos primo in Angliam, quae terra Scotiae 
est continens, quo deinccps possit, ex Regno nostro illuc, 
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ad judicium subeundum nostra fide mitti. Nullani cnud 
injuriatn comiti, aut ipsx sumus facturae, aut ab aliis fieri 
passuras, in verbo Regis poUicemur. Hqc vero in judi- 
cium vocari, nee ipsi quidem Comiti g^ve Videri debet, 
siquidem in dicenda cnusa> seipsum gravi invidia Uberare, 
et sequis judicibus, Innocentiam suam probare possit. ^ Sin 
atltem est n6cens, nee coelesti numini gratum^ nee rebus 
hunlatiis cfit Utik, regis sui parficidam impune tam diu 
viverc. Utcunlqutf erit, Serenitati tuatf, non honarifficum 
inodoj^d etiam gloriosum fuerity vel innocentemSerenitatis 
tua opere absolvi, vel tanti &cinoris reum, justonun judicum 
sttfiragiis condemnari. Plane summam in Serenitati^ tuae 
moribus justitiam et aequitatem (si comes ad dicendam cau« 
sam mittatur) probabunt omnes> et nos magno Serenitatb 
tux beneficio nos afiectas putabimus ; nihil enim certe est, 
quod Serenitas tua, hoc quidem tempore nobis £icere possit 
gratius. Deus Opt. Max* Serenitat^n tuam, in onmi pros* 
perarum rerum affluentia conservat, &c. (15699 juxta Se« 
riem Literarum.) 

Elizabetha Dei gratia^ Isfc^ Frederico Danut^ is^c. Salutem. 

Scotiae Regens pluribus verbis nobis significari fecit Jo* 
hannem Clerk Scotuth qui in Regio vestro exercitu ordines 
duxit, gtavissimis criminibus, apud Serenitatem vestram 
ream peragi,idque malevolorum quorundam fieri calumniis, 
inter quos principem locum tenere dicitur Comes Bodovel- 
' lise. £t quoniam nostrum Frincipum munus esse solet et 
debet, injuste laborantibus, et afflictis hominnm fortunis 
opitulari et subvenire, improborumque audacias coercere 
et frangere, faciendum nobis fuit (Regente presertim id 
efiiagitante) ut de utroque, qualis nobis uterque cognitus 
'fiierit, apud Serenitatem vestram judicium et testimonium 
noctrum interponeremus. 

Intelligat igitiur vestra Serenitas Joannem Clerk praeclare 
kic in Anglia, nobb nostrisque diu esse notum> nee vero 
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qtiicqaam unquam in ejus moribus pravum aut fiicitiim vi- 
disse quenquam, contraque potius ea hominem virtute, fide, 
integritate cognovimus atque audivimus, ut nulla ratione 
not dubitemus, quin ab audacissimo homine BodovcUiaj 
comite, b«c innocenti crimina affecta sint. 

De BodoT^lUo vcro nos antea ad sertcm. vestram, ut de 
ccrtissimo Regi^ siii interfectore scyipsimuSj rogavimusque 
ut, a serte. vestra in Scotiam ad causam dicendam mitte- 
rfetur. Quare confidimus quidem certe (quod tamen a 
sa-te. vestra iterum atque iterum summopere rogamus) co- 
xniteih tanti facinpris reum, in carcere ct vinculis arete 
custodiri, vel certe quod malumus, magisque petimus, 
e carcere ad judicium subeundum, ad eum locum, in quo 
scelus admissum sit, missum iri; neque enim certe Regi ho* •• 

HOrificum esse potest, Regis interfectorem solute et libere 
ragari et impune vivcre 5 at ita se gerere et jactare, ut inno- 
centis capiti struat insidias, multo minu^, Quare utrumque 
pctimus a serte. vestra, ut et de Bodovellis, quod ipsius facti 
diritate dignum sit, Statuat, et Joannem Gierke fortem et 
Konestum virum, nobis cognitum iniquorum suorum ca-^ 
lumniis opprimi non sinat. Quorum primum non Justitja^ 
solum, sed etiam prudentiae j alterum certe fuerit clementiae 
ct aequitatis tuae. Deus Opt. M^x. S. V. Salvam servetet 
incolumem. Dat^ £sV. [i^^jo^juxta Seriem Literarum.) ^ 

Elizabetha Dei gratia j Isfc. Freder^ico Dania^ i£fc, salutenip 

Sape jam nos ad sertem. vestram de BodoveUiae comite, 
qui ex Scotia jam pridem, Rege per summum scelus in* 
terfecto, in vestras ditiones profugisse dicitur. Scripsimus 
simul etiam de Joanne Clerk Scoto, ejusdem comitis ca* 
lumniis graviter apud S. vestram accusato, quid nos opi^ 
nionis et judicii haberemus, significantes. Quibus Uteris 
qtioniam Jiihil est adhuc a S. vestra responsum, eadem de 
rebus eisdem repetere hoc tempore cogimur, et S. vcstranv 

Vol, n. X 
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itcrum lummoperc rogare, ut eum comitem^ de quo tarn 
gravis apud omnes interfecti Regis habetur suspitio^ ad 
causa^i dicendam vel mittat in Scotiam, vel honoris nostri 
causa, primo recte in Angliam, quo deinceps possit^ ex nos- 
tro Regno illuc, ad judicium subeundum nostra fide mitti* 
Non enim ccrte Regibus honorificum esse potest. Regis 
interfectorem impunitum vivere, qui si contra innocens m- 
vcntus fucrit> gravi profccto seipsum invidia liberabit. 
Hoc cum S. vestram libenter nobis datoram confidimus, 
turn illud etiam non minus petimus, ut Joannem Qerke, 
fbrtem et probym virum, nobis cognitum iniquoruna suo- 
rum calumnils opprimi non sinat. Quibus de rebus, cum 
ante hac ad S. vestram copiose perscripserimus, libenter 
quidern hoc tempore, quantum in iis nobis gratificari vditj 
^udire cupimus. ^Deus O. M. S. V. in omni prosperanun 
rerum affluentia conservet. Dat. Grin. 24 Martii 1571, 
Regni nostri 13th.' 

The preceding letters are published froir^ M. Crawford's 
MSS. i. 285. For Lubecticam^ (p^g^ 302> line 9) rcadSue- 
t-fcam — line 1 2, for argiieretur read quereretur. 
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Extract of the deciphering of a Letter of Queen Mary^s 
to her Ambassador the Archbishop of Glasgow^ from 
Sheffield^ ist June 1576. 

ON m*a donne avis de la m<irt du Comtc de BotKud ; Keith, Ap« 
& qu'avant son decez, il fist une ample confession de ses ^Jn Mem. 
faultes, et se declara autheur et coulpable de Tassj^ssinat du coUee^t, 
feu roy, mon mary, dont il me deeharge bien expressement, Pari*' 
jurant sur la damnation de son ame pour mon innocence. 
Et d'autant s'il estoit ainsy, ce temoignage m'importcroit 
de beaucoup contre les fausses calomnies de mes enncmis | 
je vous prie d'en rechercher la verite, par quelque moyen 
ique ce soit. Ceux qui assisterent a laditte declaration, de- 
puis par eux signee et scellee en forme de testament, sont 
Otto Braw du chateau d'Elcambre, Paris Braw du chateau 
de Vascut, M. Gullunstarne du chateau de Fulcensterc, 
rEveque de Skon, et quatre bailiffs de la ville, &c. 

Extract of a Letter in Cypher of Abp. Beaton to Queen 
Mary^l^th July i^j6. 

II y a desja long temps que nous avons entendu les nou- 
velles de la mort du Comte de Bothuel ; et des ce temps, 
la Reine Mere a escrit (ainsi que M* de Lansac m' assure) 
a Fambassadcur du roy en Danemarq, pour envoyer le tes- 
tament en forme ; ce qu'il n'a encore fait. Je tr6averois 
bon d*y envoyer de Monceaux, qui entre.prendroit volon- 
tiers le voiage : mais vous voyez Ip peu de puissance qup 
j'ay de luy delivrer de Targent. 
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Extract of a Letter of Abp. Beaton in Cypher to the 
- Queen^ dfh January iS77* 

\ Gartcly^ des son arrivee en Escossc, fut fait prisonier, 
pai-ce qu'il divulga ce qu'il avoit entendu ^ Londres, du 
tcst^nenr du feu Gomte de Bothuel ; et a ce que Fon 
dit a estc contraint d'envoyer un homme en Danemarq 
pour la verification d'iceluy. Monceaux n'a vouluentrc- 
" ' prendre le voiage sans avoir argent contant. Les 500 livrcs 

qu'il a receu par votre liberalite avoient este dcpendus, a 
ce qu'il dit, avant qu'ils etoient receus. 

Sur ce propos, je ne veux oublier a vous dire ce qui m'a 
cstc rapportc par un gentilhomme, qui m'a dit Tavoir en- 
tendu du ControUeur Tullibairn,. qui estoit dans la chambrc 
dc Monseigneur lel?rince (Jacques VI.) votre fils a Sterlyngj 
ayant ledit Tullibairne entre ses mains la copie du dit 
testament, en le lisant a un autre gentilhomme, mon dit 
Seigneur vint a Fimproviste les acoster de la table ou 5 
cscrivoit, et a force voulut voir ce que le dit Tullibaim 
tenoit entre ses mains, encore qu'il luy refusa deux ou trws 
fois. Et I'ayant leu de mot a mot, sans leur dire auoine 
paroles, le leur remit entre les mains. Et apres avoir 
acheve ce qu'il avoit a escrire, il se mit plus guay que dc 
coutume, a entretenir les gentilhommes qui estoient alen- 
t6ur de luy ; ce qu'il continua toute cette apres dinee \ 
son souper, et apres souper : ce qui rendit toute I'assistancc 
curieux de scavoir I'occasion. Ensorte que ledict Tulli- 
bairne luy demanda apres souper, en luy disant, qu'il avoit 
^busjours aime et honore, mais ^ cette heure^la, plus qac 
jaimais, le voyant si gaillard et dispose, avec si bon visage^ 
entretenir les Seigneurs que le visitoient. II luy despondit, 

' Barclay of Gartley, one of the chief ofEcers of the queeir*s houschoU 
in England. M. Crawford's MSS. i. 255* from the Psqper Office. 
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TuUibaimc^n'ay-je pas juste occasion, m'ayant etc imprime 
si souvent et de si long temps, les accusations et caloipEinie^ 
de la majesty de la Reine ma mere, de ce que aujourd'kuy 
j'ay vu une si ouverte approbation de son innnocence i (T4 
'vohich the archbishop adds) Dieu luy donna sa grace, %% 
luy plait, d'augmenter ce que plus que naturellement il -st 
desja, au rapport de tout le monde, de bon commencement 
en toutes choses vertueuses. 

Extrait d^une Lettre de la Reine Marie^ a^ M. de 
Glas^o^ son Amhassadeur^ en chiffre^ a Schej^eld^ 
du 6 Janvier iS7*j* -' - 

J'ay eu avis que le roy de Danemareque a envoye a 
cette Reine (Elizabeth) le testament du feu Comte de 
Bothuel, et qu'elle I'a ^upprime secretement, le plus qu'il 
luy a ete possible. II me semble, que le voiage de Mon- 
ceaux n'est necessaire pour ce regard, puisque la Reine, 
Mere y a envoye, comme vous me mandez. 

Copy of a Relation of the Earl of BothwelFs Declara- 
tion at his Deaths by one that was present. 

Le comte de Bothuel malade a I'extremite, au chateau ibid, 
de Malmay, a verifie ce qui s'ensuit. Xitu* C. 7. 

. L*Evesque de Scone, avec quatre grands Seigneurs, a f?^- ^^* 
s^voir, les Seigneurs Berin Gowes du chateau de Malmay, 
Otto Braw du chateau d'Ottenbrocht, Paris Braw du cha- 
teau de Vescut, et M. Gullunstarne du chateau de Fulcen- 
stere, avec les quatre bailifs de la ville, prierent le diet 
comte de declarer librement ce qu'il s5avoit de la mort dil 
feu Roy Henry, (Darnley) et des autheurs d'icelle, comme 
ilvouloit repondre devant Dieu au jour du jugement, la 
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o^ tootes choscS) tant cachets soyent ellesj seront mani- 

Alors Ic comtc remonstrant pour sa grandc foiblesse qui 
k 4ctenoit, qu'il ne pouvoit discourir tout ce qu'il en 593- 
Toit par lui-ttt^c, affirma la Reine innocente de la ditte 
mcart 5 lui scul, scs parents, et quelque noblesse autheurs 
d'iccUc. 

Estant dwcchcf prie des diets Seigneurs, de declarer quel- 
ques uns, norama my lord Jacques comte de Morray, my 
lord Robert Abbe de Sainte-Croix, (maintenant coijitc des 
Isles Orchades) tous deux frere^ bastards de la Reine, les 
comtes Argucil,. Crauford, Glencarn, Morton, my lord 
Boyd, les Barons de Ledington, Buccleugh et Grange. 

Poursuit apres, comme par enchantement, auquel des sa 
jeunesse, a Paris et aillieurs il s'estoit bcaucoup addqne, il 
avoit tire la Reine a Taymer, soy depestrant de sa femme. 

Le mariage consomme, chercboit tout moyen a fa'ire mou- 
rlr le petit priiice, et toute la noblesse qui n'y vouloit en- 
tendre. 

Apres, comme (il) avoit debauche deux filles d*un grand 
Seigneur de Danemarque, les menant en Escosse, et deux 
autres d'un grand Seigneur de la ville de Lubecqye, soubs 
ombre de mariage avec leur filles, et tant d'autrcs filles 
nobles, tant eu France que Danemarque, Angleterre, et 
EscQjse : demandant pardon a DJeq, recevant sont corps 
estant attenue, mourut. . 

Tout cccy, plus a plein, a est^ escrit en Latin et Danois, 
signe du seel du roy de Danemarque et des assistants sur- 
nommez, et viendra quelque jour en lumiere, pour averer 
rinnocence de la Reine d'Escosse. 

li'adjqinte copie ayant este donne par un marchand 
4ig\ie de foy, assistant alors a la derniere attestation du 
diet comte, 
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BUCHANAN, Melvil, and Spottiswood assure us, that 
Both well died mad, and the two last, writing after James 
had wintered in Denmark, must have known the fac^. 
Turner, in order to authenticate the confession, first as- 
serted, in 1588, that Bothwell's madness was a fiction o£ 
Buchanan's; and the credulousWhitaker believes, on Good* 
alTs authority, that he lived at large, unconfined, in Den- 
mark. But Crawford's MS. informs us, that he was com- 
mitted to close prison till his death 5 the Summarium de 
Morte Mariae, published I587,that, " inDania captus, amens 
obiit*' (Jebb, ii. 166), and Thuanus assures us, seemingly 
fi-om particular information, that as soon as discovered, he 
was imprisoned atDracholm," in aratissimis vinculis, in qui- 
bus cum accusatus esset ab amicis cujusdam nobilis virginis 
Norvegicae, quam ante plures annos, pacto matrimonio vio- 
latam, alia super tnductaj deseruerat, post decennium accc- 
dcnte amentia dignum flagitiosa vita exitum habuit," ii. 55 1. 
The Norwegian lady whom he had debauched when be- 
trothed to her some years before, and deserted for another, 
explains a passage in Buchanan, that before his marriage 
with the queen, duas uxores adhuc vivas habuit, tertiamipse 
nuper suum fassus adulteirium dimisisset ; (Lib. xviii. 357) 
and suggested the crimes in his confession, that he had de- 
bauched a Danish lord's two daughters, and two daughters 
of a lord at Lubeck, &c. His body was greatly swelled in 
summer, 1575 (Murden, 285) j and he seems to have died 
about the end of that year. His age his been strangely 
controverted. Buchanan had represented James, iQstead 

X4 



Digitized 



by Google 



H\t APPENDIX. 

of Patrick, £arl of Bothwell, as Lennox's rival for tlic queen 
regent's hand ; and Tytler, who was slightly versed in the 
controversy, and in the history of the period, grasped at the 
mistake, and concluded -that Bothwell, who treurted tl^ 
mother in 1544, must have been an old man, upwards of 
^ty, when he. married the daughter in 1567. Tytler, 
3 edit* 281. The mistake had been previously corrected by 
Thomas Crawford (Notes on Buchanan, 141) and by Rud- 
dipian (Buchananari Opera, i* 452) ; but when Lord Hailes 
(discovered thatPatrick, BothwcU's father, died in September 
1556, and that Mary herself described Bothwell eight years 
aftorward^, as ^^ in his verie youth at his first eritcris into 
this realm, immediately after the deceise of his fadder," 
(Remarks^ j 73. Anderson, i. 89), Lord Elibank and Tytler 
devised another conclusion, that Buchanan, by anticipation, 
described Bothwell by his future titles, when coBrting the 
queen regent in 1544, and that, he was forty-fbiu- at least 
when he married the queen. Lord Elibank's letter to Lord 
Hailes, 30. Tytler, ii. 155. To argue against suth writcn 
would be ridiculous, as it is sufficient to state their mi^ 
quotation of Buchanan. " Accessit aemulus Jacobus Hep» 
bumus comes Bothwellise, Ac. L enim ab Jaeobo qmnto re* 
legatusy ac etafim eo mortuo domum reversusy eisdem ardbui 
regiuse vidu« nuptias ambiebat," &c. Lib. xvi. p. 285. The 
Earl of Bothwell, whom James had banished in 1537, was 
. Patrick, the earl formerly imprisoned in 1 53 1 , and divorced 
firom . his wife> most probably on his return from exile, 
,when he paid his addresses to the queen regent. Goodall, 
ii..3i9. BothwelFs- mother was alive at the murder of 
Damley (Paris's iFix'st Confession); and if born when his 
father was banished, Bothwell himself might be nineteen 
at his father's death, and less than thirty on his marris^ 
with thf queen. From her word$ cp^ot^d abovci he ^ 
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pears to have returned from abroad immediately after his 
father's death ; and I conceive that he was then in Den- 
mark or Norway, where he married and deserted his first 
wife for another, as he passed through England to France, 
on his banishment in 1563. Douglas, in his Peerage, 
creates an intermediate Patrick Earl of Bothwell; but in 
15 19, we discover a Lord Hailes, by Buchanan called James 
Hepburn, who assassinated David Hume prior of Ccddiag- 
ham, to whose sister he was married. Buchanan, a6Q. 
Iicsly, 371. Pitscottie, 131. Crawford'^ Notes cm Buchr* 
anan, 126. 
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Copy of Sir y antes Balfour^ s Letter to Queen Mary^ 

is&x EFTIR that I had considerit the answer of the letter 
send by me to youre majestic, and therby had understand 
jtmre majesties mynd and intentiouns, and specialyc that 
youre (M.) wes nocht alrill to tak any greit thing in hand 
ia thir pairtis for many causis, except youre (M) awin 
subgectis had begun first to prepare the way in delivering 
youre (M) sone out of the handis of his inuemeis, and put- 
ting him to full liberty. Finding the matter weill hard, 
and cstait of th^ countree incertane, and subject at all oc« 
casiones to diverss mutat;ionis, and I myself banishit and 
alluterlie vrackit be thaim quha had the gydin of the court, 
9nd war about his persone : yit willing to contine^r and fol- 
low furth the courss that I have evir schott at, in doipg to 
youre (M) aggreabill service, I resolvit with myself to tak 
the hazard to reteir me in this realme, and that nocht with- 
out greit parrell of my lyfe, alsweil in my voyage as efteir 
my landing, quhilk was the xvii day of December laste, at 
quhat tyme I fand Mortoun and his factioun to beir alss 
greit sway in court counsale, and outthrowch the haill 
realme, as evir they did in any tyme bigan, albeit thair had 
bene sindrie attemptaitis maid againis him of before, from 
^ tyme to tyme, quhilk al, threw slawnes of sum that war on 
the counsale thairof, failzeit. My cuming being detectit 
and gretumlie wondrit at, I addrest myself screitlie on the 
nyght to Edinburgh, the king being in Haly-rud-hous, ac- 
cumpanit with thcErllis of Lennox, Argyll, the Thesaurar, 
Mortoun, Anguss, Lochlevin^ and sindsie of the maist spe*- 
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<ial of that factioun,and finding Lennox lis favoura^ and 
assistaris willing to suppres the tyrranie of Mortoun, and to 
put the kingis majestie in full sr-tie, I frammit my com- 
missioun in sic sort (I traist always nathing thir by your 
majesties intentiotm) to the king's majestie and him, that 
except Mortoun war reducit to sum better ordir, he wald 
be the wraick of thaim, your Majestie, and the haill coun- 
tree, and that be sindrie remonstranceis made to thame, had 
fra your majestie self, and partlie be uthir intelligence, 
quhilk I knew, and leimit from uthiris, sua that Mortotin 
wes schartlie thaireftir commandit to ward, in the castell 
of Edinburgh, and thaireftir to Dumbartane, quhair he is 
now presentlie, being accusit of the king your m^esties 
umquhill husbands murthour, oppinlie in counsale, be ca- 
pitan James Stewart of Ochiltree, quhairof Mr. Archibald 
Douglas being advertist be his moyan, wes with all diligence 
fugitive in Ingland, quhair he resortis as yit. Quhair 
throw (the said erle) takis the greter bauldenes to deny all 
thingis promisit be him to Bothwell in that matter, except 
sa fer as the band (quhairof I did send the copie to yourc 
majestie) dpis testifie : and becaus I understand that sum 
farder knawledge concerning that matter is cum to youm,^ 
majesties airis, thairfore man pray your6 majesties maist 
humblie to write unto me at lenth, all that youre majestic 
has hcird and knowin thairinto, that his wickit and impu- 
dent dealing in that fact may be knawin and manifestit to 
. youre (M) honar, the king youre sonis contentcment, and 
fiatisfactioun of all gud men, for I have bene preissit be his 
grace, and utheris of the nobilitic, youre majesties favoretis, 
to try furth the samin, and that with als greit diligence as 
youre majestie may gudlie, for I have left nathing undone^ 
to performe the last wordis of the few lynis send to my 
lord youre majesties ambassadour to be communicat unto 
xncp coQcemiilg hi«i> lyk as I sail continew fra tyme to 
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tym^^ as occasionn sal offer the self, quhilk it sail f^eise 
God that matcris tack sum gud succes to youre (M) con* 
tentatiouo. I dout nocht hot youre (M) hes intelligence of 
the lamentable estait of this countree> the kingis grace your 
^ne being young, and few or nane about him bot men of 
na gud qualiteis, and innemeis altogidder to youre majestie, 
except the erllis -of Lennox, Argylle, Setoun, capitan of the 
castell, an4 now laitlie the lord Ruthven, quha is in it 
with thame in thii cavs agains Mourthoun* It apperis that 
sin Morris marriage with thd lord Drummond's sister, that 
IK^ontiroiss is growand sum quhat cauld, Robert Melvill 
hcs bene ane gud instrument in this caus, lykas at all uthir 
tymcs. I have scn^ little forderance be apy utheris, nor 
yit findis any apperance in tyme cuming of sum that I 
Kkkit wald have bene mair diligoit : alwayis thair is sum 
uthir lordis and gentilmen of the nobilitie quha continueis 
at your majesties dcvotioun as thay did of before. Thay 
quhom youre majestie knawis to have bene unfreindis thir 
many yciris, grouis dayUe the mair and mair obstinat; 
fievertheles thair is many of >U estaitis that beris your ma^ 
jestle ane greit gud will gif they durst utter the samin, 
quha ar for the maist pairt knawin to youre majeistie's self 
be moyan of thair awin advertisements. Bot nane in corn- 
pair of the erll of Lennox, quha endeivris him self con- 
tinewallic be al meanis to bring al materis tapas concern- 
ing your majestie and the kingis weill, as he promist to 
Monsieur de Guise before his pairtin forth of France, lik 
as youre majestie will understand at mair Icnth be the king 
your majesties sonis awin letter and his. The said crll of 
Lennox hes bene at greit chairgcis and expensse sin his 
diming to this couptree, and is far behind the hand, and 
the kingis verra pure throw the abusing of his patrimonie 
be thais quha hes had the governing thairof this tyme 
begane. Ingland in this mene tyme boistjris fast to mak 
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weir, and that be the per^uasioun oT the Douglass and 
thair factioun. Thairfor scing the mater is begun and weil 
agaitwart according to youre majesties desyre, sua it is re- 
quisite that your majestic put to youre belpin hand for 
furthsettiU) mantening, and defending of the fMresi^it 
estait, and of al thais that dependis faithfullie alid trewlie 
upon your majesties sone, for now occasioun is offerit to 
imploy ycMir majesties friendis ; for as thingis ar presentlie 
at point, it is nocht abill to bring materis soundlie to per« 
fectioun without youre (M) moyan and support. I dout 
nocht hot youre majestie will call to remembrance the 
platt quhilk I laid to your majestie be my writting before 
my depairtin forth of France. My lord Setoun, with 
many utheris, hes writtin ampHc to your majestie all the 
proceedingis of this comitree, quhilk causis me to be the 
schorter. I pray yoiur majestie write efiectuouslie, in par*- 
ticular to al thais that your majestie knawis to be freinds in 
thir paiitis. And gif it sail plcis your majestie twiche sum 
thing in your majesties letters to confer with me in sic 
thingis concerning your (M) service as sail nodit be con- 
tenit in yotrr (M) letters, and in my awin writin to be send 
be your (M) to me that thair be contenit ane generate 
dauss^ to assure sic as will be forwart in your (M) and sonis 
service, of your (M) gud will and benevolence (I mene 
iiocfat of sic that youre majestie will nevir traist into). 

And attour gif it sail pleis your majestie to desyre his 
grace to use sum quhat of my counsal^ in his grcit effaires, 
specialie concerning youre (M) self and the weill of this 
realme, I ^aH folfill, be Godis gudnis, that thing quhilk 
I have promist, gif it sail pleis him of his mercie to prolong 
my dayes. It becomis me nocht to be harald in my awin 
tauss, nor yit will I presentlie mene to youre majestie my 
hard handlin, deidlie feid and hatrait quhilk I underly for 
your (M) service, bot ^efer the samin to your (M) consi- 
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dcratloun, efteir ju$t tryell takin thairof be your majesties 
self, assurand your (M) that I sail be at all occasiounis 
mair reddie to put thingis in. executioun^ quhilk I believe 
may tend to your (M) weiU and contentement^ than to 
mak large and ample discourss without firute^ quhilk I 
hauve purposly omittit at this present, becauss I thocht it 
nocht needfiiU to repeit that thing quhilk sindrie hes writt 
in to youre (M) at lenth concerning the present estait of 
all thingis within this realme, and specialie my lord of 
Lennox, to quhom I pray youre (M) write as he meriti% 
and to have consideratioun of the greit chairgeis that he 
hes sustenit and daylie sustenis, nocht forgetting utheris of 
the nobilitie youre (M) adectiounat servitouris, in thair 
avrin rank. In the meme tyme I sail interteine all thais 
that I knaw to be afiectiounat, or may be persuadit to youre 
(M} service with uc small credit as I have. 

I have desyrit my lord ambassadour to write this in hit 
cipher> for gif I had ane of my awin I wald have twicht 
sindrie thingis quhilk I have omittit, hot sail write heir 
eftir as thingis sail happin to fall furth. Thair fore youre 
(M) win pleis vnrite me youre answer in my said lord am- 
bassadours cipher, quha will communicat the samin to me 
surlie aneuch, or ellis gif youre (M) findis opportuniti^ to 
send me ane cipher of my awin. This luking for youre 
(M) answer with sic gudlie diligence as i$ possibill, kissam} 
youre (M) handis with all humilitie, I pray the eternal Cod 
to preserve youre (M) in gud healthy and grant youre (M) 
haistie relei£s to his glorie and the comfort of the gud sub- 
jectis of this pure and afflictit realme* From Edinburgh 
the penult day of Januar, 1580. 

Youre majesties maist humbill and obedient 
servitour to the end, 

SIR JAMES BALFOUIL 
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No. XXXni. Vol. II. Page 57. 

Trial of the Earl of Mortounfor the Murder of 
Damlej. 

* Mourtoiin his forfaltrie, 

CURIA justiciarie S. D. N. regis tenta et inchoate In AnKyt^b 
pretorio burgi de Edinburgh, jprimo die mcnsis Junii, anno ^a^ 
Dni. millesimo quingentesimo octuagesimo primo, per ho-* 
nbrabiles et discretes viros Jacobum Striviling dc Kcir mi- 
litem,^ et magistrum Joannem Grahame justiciarios in hac 
parte per commissionem S. D. N. regfs, ac Dnorum ejus 
secret! concilii specialiter constitut. ad efiectum subscriptum 
sectis vocatis, et curia legittime affirmata, &c. 

Jacobus.Comes de Mortoun, Dns. de Dalkeith, &c. accu- 
satus callumniatus de arte, parte, prescientia conselatio^e, et 
non releuatione proditorie murthure quondam nobilissimiet 
chaiissimi Henrici regis Scotorum, patris S. D. N. Regis 
Jacobi sextL 

Nomina assizae elect, jurat, et admiss. super pre&to Iz* 
cobo Comite dc Mortdun, &c. viz. 

Colinus Comes Ergadie, Joannes Comes de Montrois 
Andreas Comes de Rothes, Jacobus Comes de Glencaimc, 
Hugo Comes de Eglintoun, Alexander Comes de Suther- 
land, Joannes Dns. de Maxwell, Georgius Dns. dc Scytoimt 
Jacobus Dhs. Ogilvie, Jacobus Dns. Innermaithe, Hugo Dm. 
Somervell, Alexander Magister de Levingstoun, Alexander 
Mr. de Elphinstoun, Joannes Gordoun de Lochinvar, JMiles, 
Patricius Hepburne dc Wachtoun, Patricius Lcarmonth 
dc Dersie, Miles, Willielmus Livingstoun de Kilsyth, 
Miles. 
" The whilk d^y the said James earlc of Mortoun bcii^ 
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indyttit ai|d accusit^ that, in the moneths of Januarii and 

Febrii, in the yeir of God 1566 yeiris, he, accompaniit 

with James, some tyme earlc Bothwell, Jame5 Ormistonn 

some tyme of that like, Robert, aiias Hob Ormistoun, his 

lather brother, John Hay some tyme of Tallo, younger, 

- John Hepbmne, callit John of Bowtotito, and divers others 

his complices, craftelie and secrctlie conspirit among^ them 

selves, consultit, treatit, devysit, and maliciously coadudit 

themaist shameful, detestable, and unnatural murther and 

patricide of our soverane lords umquhill dearest father, 

Henry king of Scotts, lawful spouse for the tyme to his 

bienes's dearest mother, Mary, then qucin of Scotland, 

tod that within the burgh of Ed', pallice of Hallyniid- 

house, and udiers places thereabout 5 and to the end he 

myght bring his wicked, filthie, and execrabill attempt at 

better to pass^ he with the remanent persouns afoimamed, 

be themselves, y servants, complices, and others, in y* 

hames, of their cawseing command, hounding, sending, 

partaking assistance and ratihabitione, upon the tenth day 

of the sd moneth of Feberwar 1566 years, at twa hours 

after midnight, or tharby, come to the lodgeing besyde the 

Kirk of Feild, within the said burgh of Ed% wher our sd 

Soverane lordsumqll dearest father was lodgit for the tyme, 

and ther be way of hamesukin, brigancie, and foirthowght 

feUonie, maist vylelie, unmercifuUie, and treasonablie, slew 

. and murtherit him, with Wm Tayliour arid Andro Ma- 

kage, his cubicularis, when as they, buriet in slep, were 

takeatid the nyghts rest, brunt his hoill lodgeing forsaid, 

jand raisied the samen in the air be force of gun poulder, 

qlke a lytle afore was placit and imput be him and his for- 

saids under the grund, and angular stains, and within the 

voltis, in laich and damit pairts and places y'of, to that 

effect, and richt, swa he with the remanent persouns afor- 

namij:, marrowisof his mischcifc,be themselves, y' servant^ 
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complices and uthdrs^ in y' nam&$>5>f their c^dng, gos>- 
man^, hunding, sending, and airt* and pertddngi z^i^ 
imce, and ratihabition^ at the tymes forsaids^ respective^ 
gave their favcM-, coumaU^ and help to the perpetratipn of 
the said horrible crymes, and ay sinsype hes simulate^ hid^ 
9nd cpnceilUt the samen, in maist treasonable and secreit 
^ipixmsr, and theirthrow had incurrit the paines of leisma*- 
gestiej and sould h^ve hpn punishit theirfor with aU rigour^ 
b^ tinsall of life> lands, and guids, and be extinctioun of 
faa)e> honour^ titles^ and memorie^ conform to the lawis of 
this realise $ lykeas the remanent perSQi^is afoimamedj his 
complices and conspirators with him in their treasonable 
impieties^ were aheady tryed aivl fbrfaultit for the seif 
sam^ hynous ^nd detestable crymes^ and for the maist part^ 
^is they could be apprehendit, had $u^it maist sha^^^^l 
4eid theirfor, according to y^ deserving as at mair lenth ^ 
contained in the dittay given in anent the premisses^ with 
the talking and probatiouns producit and usit theirwith ; 
qlkes being read, the said James earle of Mortoun, and he 
anserand y'to, denyit the samen, be reasoun wherof the 
taid justice-deputis referrit the samen to the knawledge of 
the inqueiist and assyse above written, wha wes resavit and. 
admittit in presence of the said earle, and they being furth 
of court removed, and ryply advisit with the said dittay, 
taikins infallible and maist evident, with the probatiouns 
producit and u3it for verifieing theirof, and y'after inen- 
terand againe in court, they all in ane voyce, be the pro- 
nounceing of the mouth of John earle of Montrose, chan- 
cellar choisen be the s** assyse, fyllit the said James earle of 
Mortotln of aift, pairt, foirknawledge, and conceiling of 
the treaisdnable and unnatural murthers forsaids ; after the 
qlfce conviction, the saids justice-deputis, be pronunciatiouri 
of Andro Lindsay, demster of the said court, adjudgit, and 
for dome gave, that the said James earle of Mortoun sould 
Voi.It Y 
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be had to anc gibbet bcsyde the mcrcat-crose of the ^ 
burgh of Ed% and ther be hangit while he be deid, and 
y^aftcr drawin, quarterit, and demaneit, as ane traitour ; 
and that all his lands, heretage, offices, possessiones, tackes, 
steadings, tornes, cattell, actiounes, debtes, obligations, 
giiids itioteable and unmoveable, and uthers whatsomever 
» whilkis pertenit to him, sould and aught appertaine to our 
soverane lord, and to be applyit to his hienes use, be rea- 
5one of escheat of forfaultour, to be uptaken, usit, and dis- 
ponit, be his hienes at his pleasur ; upon the qlkes pc- 
nrisscs, Mr. Robert Crichtoun of Eliock, advocat to our so- 
verane lord, asked instruments, and acts of court. — ^Ex- 
tractum ex actis curia Justiciarie antedicte, per me Wm. 
Stewart juniorem, notarium publicum et clericum dictc 
ctlrie per commissionem S. D» N. regis antedict. specialiter 
electum et jiuratum, &c. sub meis signo et subscrtptioQC 
manualibus. 
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No. XXXIV. Vol. II. Page. 41. 

27>^ sume off all that conference that was betwixt the Eirle of 

Morton^ John Durie^ and Mr, Walter Balcanquelli and 

the cheif things that they hard of him quhcurof they can r/- 

memher^ that day that the said Eirle suffered^ quhilk was the 

' second of yuniij 1581. 

FIRST, the said eirle being exhorted that he sould not 
be discouraged in consideration of that estate quhairinto 
ance he was in this world in honour and glbrie, and of the 
downcast quhairunto now he was brought, but rather in 
consideration of the glorie to come, he sould rejoice and be 
of gude comfort, his answer was, as concerning all the 
glorie that I have had in this world, I cair not for it, be- 
cause I am persuaded now that all the honours, riches, 
friends, pleasures, and quhatsomever I had in the world, is 
but vanitie, and as concerning the estate quhairunto now I 
am brought, I thank God for it, and am at this poynt, that 
I am content rather to render my lyfe then to live, because 
I know that as God has appoynted the tyme of my death, 
so has he appoynted the manner thereof j and therefore, 
seeing that now is the time, and this is the manner that 
best pleiseth my God to take me, I am content, and as for 
my lyfe in this world, I cair not for it a penny, in respect 
of that immortalitie and everlasting joy quhilk I luke for, 
and quhairof I am assured. 

2. Being requyred quhat was his part or knowledge in 
the king's murther, he answered with this attestation, as I 
sail answer to my Lord God, I sail declare trewlie all 
my knowledge in that matter, the soume quhairof is this : 
Efter my returning out of Ingland, quhair I. was banished 

y2 
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Meininr for Davic's slaughter, I came out of Wcdcrbum to Wh!t- 
^|f"^^^J.^tiDghame, quhair the cirie Bothwell and I met togciher in 
8iaiie,i565,^jjgya;|.(i of Whittinghame, quhair, efter long commtming 
nion of the the cirlc Bothwell proponed to me the ku^g^s mtuther, rc- 
^"*"* quyring what wald be my part therein, seeing it was the 
queines mynd that the king sould be taine away, because, 
as he said, she blamed the king mair of Davie's slaughter 
than me. My answer to the eiric Bothwell was this, that I 
wald not in any ways mell with that matter, and that for 
this cause, because I am but new cumed out of trooble, 
quhairof as yet I am not red, being discharged to cum 
neir the court be seven mylls, and therefore, I cannot enter 
myself in such a trouble againe. Efter this answjer, Mr. 
Archbald Douglas entered in conference with me b that 
purpose, persuading me to agrie to the eirie Bothwcll's de- 
syre. Last of all the eirle Bothwell, being in Whitting- 
hame, thairafter eimestly proponed the same matter again 
to me, persuading me thairto, because so was the queines 
mynd, and shoe wald have it to be done. Unto this my 
answer was, I desyred the eirle Bothwell to bring me the 
queines hand wryt of this matter for a warrand, and then 
I sould give him ane answer : utherwayes I wald not mdl 
therewith, quhilk warrand he never purchaissed (reported, 
Calderwood's MS.) unto me. Thenrbeing inquyred quhat 
wald have beine his part in caise he had gotten the queines 
warrand in that matter, wald he in respect thairof, mdled 
with such a filthie murther as that ? He answered, gif I 
had gotten the queines wryt, and so had knowen her 
mynd, I was purposed to have banished i^ysclfe againe, 
and turned my back on Scotland quhile I had sein a better 
occasion. Then following forth his discourse of this mat-r 
ter, he said, I being at St. Andro's to vissit the eirle of 
Angus a little before the murther, Mr.. Archbald Douglas 
came to me thcrej both with wryt and credit of the drif 
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Both well, -to shew unto me that the purpose of the king's ^ 

murther was to be done, and neir a pojmt, and to request 
my concurrence and asy stance thereunto. My answer was 
to him, that I wald give no answer to that purpose, seeing T 
had not gotten the queines warrand in wryt, quhilk was 
promised, and thairfore seeing the cirle Bothwell never re- 
ported any warrand- of the queine to me, I never melled , ' 
farther with it. Then being inquyred whether he gave 
Mr. Archbald Douglas, any command to be there in his 
name, he answered, I never commanded himJ Being in- ' 
quyred gif he gave him any counsel thereunto, he answer- 
ed, I never counselled him to it : being inquyred if he gave 
him any counsel in the contrair, he answered I never 
counselled him in the contrair. Then it was said to him, 
that it was a dangerous thing for him that his servand and , 
depender was to pass to such a wicked purpose, and he 
knowing thereof stayed him not, sieing it would be counted 
his deid : he answered, Mr. Archbald at that tyme was a 
depender upon the eirlc Bothwell, niaking court for him- 
self, rather then a depender of myne. Efter this following 
forth the same discourse, he said Mr. Archbald, cfier the 
deid was done, shew to me that he was at the deid doeing, 
and came to the Kirk of Field yard with the eirle Bothwell 
and Huntlie. Then being requyred if he received Mr. 
Archbald efter the murther, he answered I did indeed. 
Then it was said to him, appeirantlie my lord, ye cannot 
complain jusdie of the sentence that is given against you, 
sieing with your oun mouth ye confess the foreknowledge 
and concealling of the king's murther, for quhilk two 
poynts onlie ye could not be able to abyd the law. He 
answered that I know to be trew indeid, but yet they sould 
havef considered the ^danger that the reveilling of it wald 
have brought me to at that tyme ; for I durst not reveill it 
for feir of my lyfe. For at that tyme to whom sould I have 

Y3 
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rcveillcd it ? To the qucine ? she was the doer thercot 
I was mynded to have told it to the king's selfe (father, Cal- 
deiwood) but I durst not for my lyfe, for I knew him to be 
t baime of such nature, that there was nothing told him 
but he wald revcill it to hir againe. Being inquyred why 
he wald not sinsyne reviell it to the king's majesty, he 
answered I durst not, for the same feir» Tlien he said, efter 
the eirle Bothwell was clcinged by an assyse, sundrie of the 
nobilitie, and I subscryed also a bond with the eirle Both- 
well, that if any sould lay the king's murder to his charge, 
we sould assyst him in the constrairie, and therefter I sub- 
scryed to the queines marriage with the eirle Bothwell, as 
sundrie uthers of the nobilitie did, being charged thereto 
by the queines wryt and command. Then being inquyred 
in name of the living God, that sieing this murther of the 
king's was ane of the most filthy acts that ever was done 
in Scotland, and the secreits thereof hes not yet been de- 
clared, who was the chief deid doers, or whether he was 
wirried or blown in the air, and therefore to declaire if he 
knew any farther secret thereunto ^ he answered, as I sail 
answer to (5dd, I know no more secret in that matter then 
I have already told and heard be the deposition of such as 
hes already suffered for it, quhilk depositions are yet ex- 
tant. Being inquyred if he knew any presentlie to be 
about the king, who was doers of that work, by whose com- 
panie the king or common weill might be hurt, he answer- 
ed, I know none, and will acuse none. Last of all, it was 
said to him concerning this purpose, that in respect of his 
own deposition, his part wald be suspected to be more foull 
nor he declared, he speired for what reason. It was an- 
swered, ye being in authoritie, howbeit ye punisht uthers 
for the murther, yet ye punisht not Mr. Archbald, whom 
ke knew to be guilty thereof; he answered, I punisht him 
not indeid, neither durst I^ for the causes before showen. 
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i (As the remaining articles of this long confession relate 
to transactions during his regency and afterwards, we pro- 
ceed to the conclusion.) 

Thereafter he was" called to dinner at two after noune, 
and being at dinner, sieing the brethrein of the ministric 
were informed that there was wrong report made of his 
confessioune to the king, and that he sould have confessed 
meikle uther wayes then he did, whereby the king might . 
have had ane war opinion of him, they thought gudq to 
send down some before his suffering, to inform the king's 
majestie of the facts of his confessioune, as namely, David . 
Fergussone, John Durrie, and John Brand, who, before 
Jus death, at length told th^ simple truth of his conifes- 
sioune to the king's uiajestje. At their returning againc 
from tjie Abbey, his keiper requyred him that he sould 
cum forth to the scaffald, he answered, sieing they have 
troubled nje this day oyer meikle with warldly things, I 
supposed they sould have given pie this one nyght leasor 
to have advysed rypely with my God. His keiper said all 
things are readye now, my lord, and I think they will not 
stay : he answered, and I aip readie alsq, I prgyse my God ; 
an4 so, one con^fortable prayer being made, he passed down 
to the gate, mynding to goe directly to the scaffold ; but 
the eirle of Arrange stayed him^ and brought him back 
againe to his chalmer, and requyred of hini that he sould 
tarric till his confessioune were put in wryt, and subscryed 
with his hand and the ministers that were present. He 
answered, no, my ^ord, I pray you trouble me no more 
with these things, for I h^ve now another thing to advyse 
on, that is, to prepair me for my God, §ieing that I am now - 
at a poynt to go to death, I cannot wryt in the estate 
wherein now I am All the honest men can testifie what I 
have spoken in the matter 5 with quhilk answer the eirle of 
Arran being satisfied, he said unto him, now my lord, ye 
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will be reconciled with me, for I have done nothing upon 
any particular against you. He answered, it is not tyme 
now to remember on querels, 1 have no querd to you nOT 
^y man 5 I forgive you and all uthers, as I will all to for^ 
give me ; and so therefter with a gude curagc he past to 
the scaffald, and being upon the scaffald, he rcpeits in few 
words the substance of these things^ the quhilk before 
lie had confessed, except that he concealed Mr. Archlxdd 
t)ouglas his name,and eiked some word and exhortatioun to 
the people, quhilk he spake not before, as namely, he said» 
Sure I am the king sail lose a gude secant thi$ day, and so 
he exhorted the people, saying, I testify before God, I have 
professed the evangell, quhilk this day is teached and pn>^ 
fessed in Scotland, and so also now I will willinglie lay 
down my lyfc in the professioun thereof; and howbeit, I 
have not walked therein as I aught, yet I am assured (3o4 
will be merciful to me ; and I pray you all, gude chris- 
tians, to pray for me ; and I charge you all, in the name 
of God, that are professors of the evangell, that yc co©n 
tinue in the true professioun- thereof, and maintain it to 
^ your power, ^ I sould have done, God willing, with, my 

lyfe, lands, and all, gif I had had dayes, quhilk if yc doc, 
I assure you God sail be merciful to you ; but if yc do not, 
be sure the vengeance of G04 saH light upon you beth ii^ 
bodie and soul. As concerning all the rest of the things 
quhilk he spake comfortably upon the scaffald, he spake 
^hem more amply before, and therefore wc think it no^ 
neidful to repeit. 

When all his speeches were ended upon tibc scaffold, si 
comfortable prayer was made by Mr. James Lawson, dur-. 
ing the time of quhilk prayer, the eirle lay grovelling upon 
his face, before the place of execution, hi^ bodie making 
great rebounding with sighs and sobes, quhilk was evident 
signs of the inward ^d mighty worjdng of the sprdt of 
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God, as they who were present and knew what it was to 
be earnestly moved in prayer, might eysily pcrsave. The 
prayer being ended> and efter that sundrie came unto him 
to be reconciled with him before his death, quhilk he most 
lovingly did receive, and efter that he had taken us all by 
the hand, that were about him, and bidden us ferewcll in 
the Lord, he passed both constantlie, patientUe, and 
humblie, without feir of deitb to the place of execution, and 
laid his craig under the axe, his hand being unbound, and 
(hairefter Mr. Walter putting him always in mind of 
(Christ: and crying in his eirs thir word^ fpllowingi until} 
his head was strucken off. Lord Je$us receive my $ovl ii| 
f hy hands. Lord, in thy hands I commit my spreit, quhilk; 
words he was speaking till the axe fell on his neck, and so 
quhatsoever h^ had been before, he constantlie died thp 
trewseryamt of God ; and howbeit by his unfriends alledgv. 
fd, that as he lived proudlie, so he died proudlie, the chan 
tkMc servants of God could p^ceive nothing in him bm 
$0. khid of humility in his death, in so meikle that we are 
^usured that his eoul is received in the glorie of heaven^ tc| 
|hc quWi^ the I^rd bring ^s all. Jtnen, 



Morton's confession undoubtedly inust have been £utb« 
luUy reported by the clergy, as the substance was commum 
picated to James and to Arran, andrepeated on the scafibldj 
in the pese^ce of his enemies, before his execution. It is 
confirmed by Archibald Douglas's letter to Mary, whjkl^ 
yfc repi^int from Robertson's History, to complete the evi* 
dence \ but Morton's $ilen(:e concerning Lethington ma](; 
require some explanation, In a memorandum to Morton 
on his appointment to the regency, J^ethington remoun 
strates against his own forfaulturey " for a crime whereoff 
te> (Morton,) knoweth in his conscience I was as innocent 



Digitized 



by Google 



«50 APPENDIX. 

a^ himself;" to which Morton made this remarkable reply: 
** That I know him innocent in my conscience as myself, 
the contrary thereof is true, for I was, and am innocent 
thereof, but could not affirm the same of him, considering 
what I understand in that matter, of his own confession to 
myself of before." Caiderwood, ii. 274-6. MS. That 
Lethington was as innocent as Morton, plainly implies that 
Morton was equally guilty with Lethington, who, instead 
of asserting his own innocence, merely insinuates that the 
ether was equally privy to the murder. But Morton, distin- 
guishing between the foreknowledge and the participation of 
•the crime, openly asserts his own innocence, and Lathing- 
ton's concern in the murder, which he understood from 
his own confession of before 5 and in these passages each 
alludes indisputably to the conference at Whittingham be- 
fore the murder. Secret overtures, however unsuccessful, 
arc seldom or never betrayed by politicians ; and Morton 
refused at his execution to accuse any of the king's atten- 
dants whom he was then unwilling to offend. X»ething- 
ton's brotloer, John Prior of Coldingham, afterwards chan- 
cellor, sat as one of the assessors to the justice depute upon 
Morton's trial, (Anderson's MSS.) and from the confession 
* of Binning, (who was tried and executed the very next day 
-after' Morton) it appears that he was privy, if not acc^^iry 
Xo th« murder. But Morton, from the same motive peiv 
haps, that induced him to suppress Archibald Douglas's 
name on the scaffold, concealed Lethington's share in the 
conference at Whittingham, out of tenderness both to the 
living and the dead. 
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A Letter from Mr. Archibald Douglas to the Queen 
of Scott s. Robertson's Hist. 

Please your majesty, I received your letter of the date April-— ^ 
the 1 2th of November, and in like manner has seen somc|^;g^'/' 
part of the contents of one other of the same date, directed f"- ^^^• 
to Monsieur de Movisir, ambassador for his majesty the. 
most christian king, both which are agreeable to your* 
princely dignity, as by the one your highness desires to 
know the true cause of my banishment, and offers unto me 
all favour if I shall be innocent of the heinous facts com- 
mitted in the person of your husband of good memory, ^o 
by the other the said ambassador is willet to declare unto 
me, if your husband's murder could be laid justly against 
me, that you could not soUicit in my cause, neither yet for 
any person that was participant of that execrable fact, but 
would seek the revenge thereof, when you should have any 
means to do it; your majesty's offer, if I be innocent of 
that crime, is most favourable, and your desire to know 
the truth of the same is most equitable ; and therefore 
that I should with all my simplicity,, sincerity and truth an* 
swer thereunto is most reasonable, to the end that your 
princely dignity may be my help, if my innocence shall 
sufficiently appear, and procure my condemnation, if I be 
culpable in any matter, except in the knowledge of the evil 
disposed minds of the most part of yoiw nobility against 
your said husband, and not revealing of it, which I am 
assured was sufficiently known to himself and to all that 
had judgment never so little in that realm ; which also I 
was constrained to understand, as he, that was specially 
employed betwixt the earl Morton, and a good number of 
jour nobility, that they might with all humility intercede 
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at your majesty's hand for his relief, in such matters as arc 
more specially contained in the declaration following, 
which I am constrained for my own justification, by this' 
kttcr to call to ycjur majesty's remembrance. Notwith- % 
^standing that I am assured to my grief, the reading thereof 
vriU not smally offend your princely mind. It may please 
your majesty to rcmlcmbcr, that in the year of God 1566, 
the s^d eari of Morton, with divers other nobility and 
gcrit. were declared rebels to your majesty, and banished 
your realm for insolent murder committed in your majes- 
ty's own chamber, which they alledged was done by com- 
mand of your husband, who notwithstanding affirmed that 
he was compelled by them to subscribe the warrant given 
for that effect 5 howsoever the truth of that matter remains 
amongst them, it appertains not to me at this time to be 
curious 5 true it is that I was one of that number, that 
heavily offended against your majesty, and passed in France 
the time of our banishment, at the desire of the rest, ta 
hupibly pray your brother the most christian king, to in- 
tcrcced that our offences might be pardoned, and you^ 
majesty's clemency extended towards us, albeit divers of 
no small reputatioxi, in that realm, was of the opinion, that 
the said fact merited neither to be requisite for, nor yet 
pardoned. Always such was the careful mind of his ma- 
jesty towards the quietness of that realm, that the dealing 
in that cause was committed to Monsieur de Movisir, who 
was directed at that time to go into Scotland, to -congra* 
tulate the happy birth of your son, whom Almighty God 
of his goodness may long preserve in happy estate and per- 
petual felicity 5 the careful travel of the said de Movisir 
^was so effectual, and your majesty's mind so inclined to 
mercy, that within short space thereafter, I was permitted 
to repair in Scotland, to deal with earls Murray, Athol, 
Bodvel, Arguile, and secretary Ledington, in the name 
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and behalf of the said earl M orton^ lords Reven^ Linsa/^ 
«nd remanent complesis, that they might make offer in 
the names of the said earl, of any matter that might satisfy 
your majesty's wrath, and procure your clemency to be 
extended in their favours ; at my coming to ^hem, after I 
had opened the effect of my message, they declared that 
the marriage betwix you and your husband had been the 
occasion already of great evil in that realm, and if your 
husband should be suffered to follow the appetite and mind 
cf such as was about him, that kind of dealing might pro^ 
duce with time worse effects $ for ielping of such incon-> 
venience that might fall out by that kind of dealing; they 
had thought it convenient to join themselves in league and 
band with son^e other noblemen, resolved to obey yottf 
majesty as their natural sovereign, and have nothing to do 
with your husband's command whatsoever^ if the said earl 
would for himself enter into that band and confederacy 
with them, they could be content to humbly request and 
travel by aU rnean^ with your majesty far his pardon, but 
before they could any farther proceed, they desired to know 
the said earl's mind herein ; when I had answered, that 
he nor his friends, at my departure, could not know that 
any such like matter would be proponit, and therefore was 
not insitructed what to answer therein, they desired that I 
should return sufficiently instructed in this matter to Ster^ 
ling, before the baptism of your son, whom God might 
preserve ; this message was faitlifiilly delivered by me at 
Newcastle in England, where the said carl then remained, 
in presence of his friends and company^ where they all 
condescended to have no farther dealing with your hus- 
ban4f and to enter into the said band* With this deUbe- 
ration I returned to Sterling, where at the request of the 
most chri^ian king and the queen's majesty of England 
by their ambassadors present, your majesty's gracious par*^ 
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don was granted unto them all, undei* condition always thaf 
they should remain banished forth of the realm, the space 
of two years, and farther during your majesty's plea^rey 
which limitation was after mitigated at the humble request 
of your own nobility, so that immediately after the said 
carl of Morton repaired into Scotland to Quhittingaime, 
where the earl Bodvell and secretary Ledington come to 
him;' what speech passed there amongst them, as God 
shall be my judge, I knew nothing at that time, but at 
their departure I was requested by the said earl Morton to - 
accompany the earl Bodvell and secretary to Edenburghj 
and to return with such answer as they slaould obtain of 
your majesty, which being given to me by the said persons, 
as God shall be my judge, was no other than these words, 
** Schaw to the earl Morton that the queen will hear no 
speech of that matter appointed unto him ;" when I crafit 
that the answer might be made more sensible, secretary 
Ledington said, that the earl would sufficiently understand 
it, albeit, few or none at that time understand what passed 
amongst them. It is known to all men, als vcill be railling 
letters past betwixt the said earl and lidington when they 
become in divers factions, as also ane buck sett fiirth by the 
ministers, wherein they affirm that the earl of Morton has 
ccttifessed to them, before his death, that the earl Bodvell 
come to Quhittingaime to propon the calling away off the 
king your husband, to the which proposition the said earl 
of Morton affirms that he could give no answer unto such 
time he might know your majesty's mind therein, which 
he never received. As to the abominable murder, it is 
known too by the depositions of many persons that were 
executed to the death for the committing thereof, that 
the same was executed by them, and at the command of 
such of the nobility, as had subscrivit band for that effect : • 
by this unpleasant declaration, thfe most part thereof known « 
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to yourself, and the remainder may be understood by the 
aforesaid witnesses that was examined in torture, and that 
are extant in the custody of the ordinary judges in Scot- 
land, my innocency so far as may concern any fact doea 
appear sufficiently to your majesty. And as for my deal- 
ing aforasaid, I can be no otherwise charged therein, but as 
what would accuse the vessel that preserves the vine from, 
harm, for the intemperancy of such as immoderately use 
the same. As for the special cause of my banishment, I 
think the same has proceeded upon ane opinion conceived, 
that I was able to accuse the earl of Morton of so much 
matter as they alledge himself to have confessed before he 
died, and would not be induced, for loss of reputation, to 
perform any part thereof. If this be the occasion of my 
trouble, as I suppose it is, what punishment I should de- 
serve, I remit me to your majesty's better judgment, who 
well knows how careful ever ilk gentleman should be of 
his fame, reputatioUy and honour, and how far ever ilk man 
should "abhor the name of a pultroun, and how indecent it 
would have been to me to accuse the earl of Morton, being 
so near of his kin, notwithstanding all the injuries I was 
constrained to receive at his hand all the time of his go- 
vernment, and for no other cause, but for shewing of par- 
ticular friendship to particular friends in the time of the 
last cruel troubles in Scotland. Sorry I be now to accuse 
him in any matter being dead, and more sorry that being 
on lyff, be such kind of dealing obtained that name of 
Ingrate. Always for my own part I have been banished 
my native country those three years and four months, li^ 
ing in anxiety of mind, my hoU guds in Scotland, which 
were not small, intermittit and disponit upon, and has con- 
tinually since the time I was relieved out of my last troubles 
at the desire of Monsieur de Movisir, attended to know 
your majesty's pleasure, and to await upon what service it 
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dbould please your majesty for to conmiaiKL itpon tbd 

8th of April inst. your good friend secretary Walsinghamc 

has dedared unto me^ that her highness thought it expe* 

dient that I should retire myself where I pleased, I declared 

tmto him I had no means whereby I ftiight perform that 

desire, until such time as I should receive it from your ma-» 

jcsty. Neither knew I where it would please your high*' 

ness to direct me, until such time as I should have received 

fiirther information from you. Upon this occasion, and 

partly by permission, I have taken the hardress to write 

this present letter, whereby your majesty may tmderstand 

any part of my troubles past, and strait present. As to my 

intention future, I will never deny that I am ftiUy resolved 

to spend the rest of my days in your majesty's service, and 

the king your son's, wheresoever I shall be directed by youf 

majesty, and for the better performing thereof, if so shall 

be her majesty's pleasure, to recommend the tryal of my 

innocency, and examination of the verity of the f^'ecedli^ 

narration, to the king your son, with request that I may 

be pardoned for such offences as concerned your majesty's 

service, and var common to aU men the time of his les aigc 

and perdonit to all, e;Kcept to me, I should be the bearef 

diereof myself, and be directed in whatsoever service it 

Aould please your majesty for to command. Most bumble 

t beseech your majesty to consider hereof, and to be so 

gracious as to give order, that I may have me^m to serve 

your majesty according to the sinoerity of my nieaning, and 

so expecting your majesty's answer, after the kissing your 

jkand with all humiUty, I take leave from London* 
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No.XX^. Vol. 11. Page 63. 

I AM satisfiqd mysdf that Huntley and Archibald Dou- 
glas were both present, but not at the explosion. Binning, 
Douglases servant, was tried and executed the day after 
Morton's execution, and according to an imperfect abstract 
of his deposition, he declared " that his master passed to 
the ddd doing, the said Binning and Gairner his servants 
being with him in company," (Arnot's Crim. Trials, i6.) 
<< and tint ane of his mules in talking j and efter his in« 
cuming that night changit his claithis quhilkis war full of 
day and foulness, and he beand send to Throplowis wynde 
fit, the said John met certaine mussilit men, quhom he knew 
not, but as he supponithe thocht he knew the voice of Mr. 
James Balfouris brother, proveist of the Chairterhousc. 
In the meantymc came in Mr. John Maitland, abot of 
Coldinghame, and putting his tow handis on his awn 
mouth, maid to him an signe to keip quiet the rest of his 
mynd." Aaierson^s MSS. When Binning's evidence wa« 
produced against Archibald Douglas on his collusive trial, 
he objected to its inconsistencies ; that in one part, after 
supping in his chamber, he went out at the back door with 
his two servants, to the deid doing : in another part of the 
same deposition. Binning had gone to bed, in his own 
house, when the explosion took place, and returning oo 
the noise, found his master reading in bed ; that he fol<- 
lowed him next day to the court, in vacation, when the ses- 
sion ' was not sitting, and when Douglas was not then pro- 
nioted to the bench; and that the road from the chamber to 
the Kirk of Field, was by no means fit for a man armed in 
l^s secret and steel bonnet, *^ to pass Vith velvet mules tg 

Vql. n. z 
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sic a deid.'^ But the contradlctionsi of which Douglas 
availed himself, confirm the fact. After supper, at six in 
the evening, he passed with two servants, according to 
agreement, in his secret armour to meet BothwcU in the 
Cowgate, and was one of the three whom Powrie, on the 
hst carriage of the powder to the Black Friars gate, de- 
scribes, in his second examination, as attending Bothwell 
with cloaks about their faces and mules upon their feet. 
Hay of Talla walked with Bothwell up and down the 
Cowgate, while the powder was bringing, but that part 
of his evidence in which he blotted Huntley, was sup* 
pressed in his deposition 5 and as Argyle and Huntley had 
passed with the queen to the king's chamber, it is most 
likely that one or other returned to Bothwell in the Cow- 
gate before the powder arrived. On Douglas's return home, 
when Binning was sent to (a house in) Thropstows Winde- 
foot, he met certane mussilit men, or others of the conspi- 
rators whom Bothwell had dimissed, one of whom he per- 
ceived to be Sir James Balfour's brother, sent to the deid 
doing, and the abbot of Coldingham (Lethington's brother 
sent on the same purpose) coming in, gave him a sign 
to be silent ; evidendy before the explosion took place. 
Douglas afterwards retired to bed, like Ormiston, that no 
man might say he was at the deid doing j and his servant 
returning upon the report of the powder, found him reading 
in bed, and followed him next day to the Tolbooth, not to 
the court of session, but to the justice general's inquisition 
into the murder. The velvet mules were high soled or 
embroidered slippers, worn by men and women : 

Thair (the mens) dry scarpenis bayth tryme and meit, 
Thair mullis glitterati on tliair feet. 

Pinkerton's Anc. Scot. Poems, ii. 184. 
Thair (the womens) schone of velvet and thair mullis. 

Id. 327. 
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iThe dt^y scat-penis (escarpins, thin ptiiiips) indicate that 
tnules were worn like clogs, above the shoe, (see Vigneul- 
Marville's Melanges d'Histoire, &c.i, 205.) and the emlwroid- 
cred mules worn by courtiers, which, with their cloaks, dis^ 
tiilguished Huntley, Argyle, and Douglas from peasants^ 
were easily discerned by Powrie, from the reflexion of the 
lighted- candle within the gate. I conclude therefore that 
Huntley and Douglas wefe present, when tile powder was 
brought to the Blackfriars gate ; and, as the latter inform- 
ed Morton that he came With Huntley and Bothwell to 
the Kirk of Field yard, that he was dismissed there, on 
their return to the qiieen, as Huntley was afterwards dis^ 
missed by Bothwell at tnidnight, on his i'etum from the 
palace. Paris*s Second Confession^ As the powder was 
then introduced, Douglas informed Morton that he wa^ 
present, not imagining that Bothwell attended farther to 
the deid doing ; but Morton naturally imagined, that he 
returned with Huntley and Bothwell from the abbey, bi- 
fore the explosion took place* 
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INDEX 

to THE DISSERTATION. 



JV. B. The Roman Numerals refer to the Volume^ an J the Figures' 
to the Page. 

A 
yiNDREJVSy Hamilton, archbishop of St- Andrews, his con-» 
fiistorial juris4ictiOn suppressed at^the reformation, i. 23. n. 
iL 74?. But restored by the queen, id. 75. For the express 
purpose of BtdiwelPs divorce from his wife, i. 48. 83. ii. 78. 
Hamilton present at court on the murder of Damley, i. ^9. 
note ii. 95. Signs the bond of the nobility to Bothweil^ii.75. 
Present at the queen's marriage with Bothwell, 88. And ad- 
mitted to the privy council, 95. n. Retires on the approach 
of tlie coitfederate lords into Edinburgh castle, from whence 
he escapes, i^ Privy to the murder of Darnley, ii. 21. 

Argykf earl of, i. 6. 19. n. Signs the bond for the murder of 
Damley, 2J[* Present at cotirt when Damley was mur- 
dered, 39. Accessary to Bothwell's acquittal^ 68. Signs 
the bond of die nobility to Bothwell, 75. Engages in the 
confederacy at Stirling, 96. Deserts and betrays the de; 
sign to the queen, i. 97. Submits to the regent, i. 128. 

AfundeU carl of, i. 17S. A commissioner at Westminster, 
154. Attests the authenticity of the letters to Bothwell, 
170 Convinced of Mary's guilt, i. 174". 

Auldhamstocksj Hepburn, parson of, i. 99. n. 113. n. 

B 

Balfour^ Sir James, clerk register, i. 73. n. Commands the 
castle of Edinburgh under Bothwell, 84. Accessary to 
the murder of Darnley, 113. And to the seizure of the 
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letters^ ih. Devised the bond for the mwrder of Damlef , 
ii.22. PiifBserved by Morton, tb* Prepares the Kirk of Field 
for the reception of Damley, S7- Accused and arrested, ih 
On his return from France, effects the accusation and con- 
demnation of Mortdn, 54?- His letter to Mary, 314. 

Palfourf Robert, owner of the house in which D^mlej t^ 
blown up, i. S. 

»j ' ' ' . '■' . ■> John, Sir Japies's brother, refus^^ to ^dmit Bothwdl 
into the cattle of Kirkwall, ii. ^, 

BalneaveSf a lordpf session, not an assessor at Bothwell's trial, 
!• 68. Acommissionerat York, 147» 

^idford^ earl of, attends the baptism at Stirling as Elizabeth's 
ambassador, L 2IS. Attests the ^i^tbenticity of the letters 
to Botjiwell, 176. 

Bellendenf Si^ John, justice clerk, present at the burial of 
Damley, %. 48. n. Depositions of the murderers attested 
by his signature, ii. 10. 

Betont archbishop of Glasgow, ambassador at Paris, i. 25, 
Exhorts Mary to punish the murderers of her husband, 
.62. Hi? letter to the cardinal of Lorrain, ii. 24, 

.r— — ^ Archibald, usfeer of the queen's cbam,ber, i. 34. Obtains 
the vicarage of Dunlop this day before the murder of Damt 
^y, ib. The bearer P^ tj^e second letter {x6rx\ Glasgow, 
225. 

' , John, the archbishop's brother, his letter, ii. 106. 

filachwQodf Adam, his fictipns, i. 29. n. 41. n. ^1. n. 67« 90? 
160. His account of thie conference?, 223. Accuses 
^alfoijir of forging the letters, 2^.. A counsellor and 
professor at Poictiers, 255. 

Bothwelh James, earl of, his office^, and the influence which 
he obtains over the queen, |. 13. 'VV^o^nde4 in I^iddesr 
dale, 14. Procures the recall of the banished lords, 23, 
His supposed journey to luiddesdale explained,, 27. Iiv- 
ierview with Morton at Whitinghan?, 28. 308. Provide^ 
the house for the reception of Damley, ii. 31. Whom he 
jmurders by blowing up the house| 35. His speps in the 
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• muider minutely traced, ii. 8. Universally suipected of 
the murder, i.49. Accused in public placards, 50. Accused 
by Lennox, 53. 56* Obtains from the queen tlie superi- 
ority of X.eith and the castle of Edinburgh, 49. 56. Per- 
' mitted to direct his own trial, 65, Acquitted by the 
queen's friends, 71. OflFers to assert his innbcence by single 
combat, 72. Distinguished at the parliament by the 
queen's favour, and by his influence over her, IL 73« Pro- 
cures a bond from the nobility and bishops, 75. Intercepts 
the queen on her return from Stirling, and carries her to 
Dunbar, 80. His collusive divorce from his wife, 82. 
Returns with the queen to Edinburgh, 84. Pardoned and 
treated duke of Orkney, 87. His marriage with the 
queen, 90. Surprised at Borthwick-castle, but escapes to 
Dunbar, 97. Advances with the queen to Carberry hill, 99. 
His flight to Dunbar, ib. Returns to the North, 105. p. 
Refused admittance into the castle of Kirkwall, ii. 48. 
Turns pirate and is seized on the coast of Norway, ii^ J^js 

' supposed testament or confession a forgery, 50. 311. Dies 
mad, 51.311. 

S^hwelh lady Jane Gordon, countess of Bothwell, i. S, , 
Grants a procuratory to Huntley to sue for a divorce, 59* 
Her divorce from Bothwell, 82. Compulsive on her part, 
83. A woman of some learning, 346. n. Hef subseq^ient 
marriages, age, and death, tl. 

— rr^, Adam, bishop of Orkney, officiates at the queen's mar- 
riage with Bothwell, i. 90. A commissioner at the con- 
ferences in England, 147, T^kes ope gf Both well's sh}p$ 
in Shetland, ii. 25. 

Soydf lord, one of BothwelPs jury, i. 68. Signs the bond of 
the nobility to Bothwell, 76. Betrays the confederacy at 
Stirling to the qu«en, 97. A commissioner ^t tl^e conft* 
rences in England, 147. 152. 

Buchanan^ George, his authority confirmed by subsequent 
discoveries, i. 48. 99. 396. n. An assistant to Murray at 
the cox^ferences in England, 147. J 50. His De|;ectio Ma* 
Z4 
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ric pmdaced at Westnunster, 161. 24]. Not condemn^ 
• in the Scottish parliament, 234. n. His death-bed repent- 
ance a fiction, 2S5. Refuses to retract or to cancel aaj 
part of his history On his death bed, 236. n. 237* ii- W. 
His Latin Detection when published,!. 242; The Actio and 
Latin translation of the letters not his, 244. The English 
Detection not translated by him, but by some Englishman 
in imitation of Scotch, 252. The French translation not 
his, 255, 



Camden/u 22. His assertion that Morton conducted Both- 
well's cause refuted, 68. His assertion concerning the 
protestation sent to Argyle and Huntley ascribed to Cot- 
ton, 182. n. That Lethington had often forged the queen's 
hand examined, 225. And traced to its source, 226. IBs 
annals interpolated by James, and transmitted to Thuanus^ 
233. 246. His authorities challenged, and inspection of 
them demanded, by Lethington *8 son, 239. 

Carttfoodf Margaret, the queen's confidante, obtains a pen- 
sion, i. 34. Her marriage with Bastian, 35. Letter con- 
cerning her departure and marriage, 305. ii. 193. Privy to 
the murder, {. 305. 

Casaubon^ his correspondence with Thuanus, i. 228, &c. 

Cecil f Sir William, his deliberations concerning Mary, i. ISO. 
His conviction of her guilt, 175, n. 

Cbalmrs, of Ormond, i. 95. ii. 6. n. if 

Conference atCraigmillar, i. 19. 

'- — ^, at York, i. 147. 

, at Westminster, i. 152, 

— , sequel of the conferences, i. 176. 

Confessions^ abstract of, annexed tp Buchanan's Detection, ii.I. 
Distinct from the judicial depositions of the murderers, 2. 
And delivered before their execution to the clergy an4 
Others, 3, 
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Confessions^ those quoted by Leslj, a fiction> ii. Si. 

-r— — , Ormiston's confession, ii. 23. 

, Paris's confession or first declaration, ii. 6. Si. Endea- 

vours to conceal the queen's guilt, 33. Hi& examination, 
or second declaration, 36. Explains the queen's share in 
the murder, 35. Objections to it frivolous, 39. 

-^— -, Bothwell's confession or testament a forgery, ii, 5CX 



311. ' . 

■< ■, Morton's confession, ii. 60. 323. 

Contracts of marriage between the queen and Bothwell, i. 361* 

^ort coimact in French in the Cotton Library, ii. S94. 

A copy, ttot a forgery,!. 363. Second contract written 

by Huntley, 367. ii. 235. Third contract, i. 869. li. 238, 
C9iUump SlirHng of. . See SiirRng. 
CottMf Sir Robert, i. 228. &x. 

Cr4ugr a mintftery forced to publish die bans between Mary 
;imdBothfr«B,i.66, 
— — , Sir Thomas, sat as justice depute on the trial :of Ac 

murderers, ii. 5. 
Crawford^ of Drumsoy, his memoirs a forgery, i. 15. n. 2M, 

ii. 30. The original MS. di^overed, 16. Its silence con. 

ceming the letters, 118. n. 225. 
Q^oo^ {a ^^ Fv^wh anAiaxsikdQr, 1. 12. Observes the queenV 

.^v^sloiiito Danlleyi W* 28; n* ii. 43. 
GHmntfim% a j^^S vi^ snqrfoyed by Lennox to pr#oist 
. i^gsrin^.tbe acquittal of Botkwdl, i. 71* 



JMgk^9 i&olhv^'s c^iamberhdn, seized with the bot and 
j\$mr%i i' lU. Wt^n^jKlS. ii. 7. His deposition, 245. Hit 

confession, 6. 2$4* 
DarnUyt Henry lord, his character, and marriage with the 
queen, i. 5. His supposed design against Murray's life» 
ij. 7. Engaged in the murder of Rizio, 9. Queen's aver- 
jsion to hiii)^ 11. Contemned and neglected, ih. Visits the 
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queen at' Jedburgh, IS, Excluded from the baptism, and 
universally shunned, 22. Returns to his father's at Glas* 
gow, 24. Seized with the small-pox, and supposed to be 
poisoned, ih. Brought by the queen to the Kirk of Field, 
5J9. Informed by lord Robert Stewart of his danger, 34. 
The house in which he slept blown up by Both well, 35. 
His body brcmght to the abbey chapel and secretly inter- 
red, 47. Buried beside Rizio, 48. n. 

Dtfositions and judicial declarations of the murderers when 
made, ii. ?• Depositions of Powrie, Dalgleish, Hay, and 
Hepburn, 8. 243, &c. Their account of the murder, 8. 
Their depositions authentic, 10, Confirmed by other xir- 
cumstances, 19. 

Douglcu^ Archibald, i. 23. ii. 17. 55. Hislettpr to Mary, 331. 
His share in the murder, 337. 

Durham^ Damley's pprter, accused of deserting and betray* 
ing his master, i. 33* Rewarded by the qoera with a plact 
andpenaon9 48« 



tUzabethi queen of England, exhorts Mary to delay Botfawdl't 
trial, and not to connive at his escape, i* 63* ReAises to 
admit Mary to her presence till purged of the slander 
against her, 1 30. . Offers to restore her if innocent* 183, Uc. 
Appoints a confereufce at York, 147* Transfers it to 
Westminster, 153, Her an^f^er to Mary's conmoissionerS} 
158. Her definitive answer, 176. Writes to Mary on her 
refusal to answer to the charge, 176. Answers her de« 
mand of copies of the letter^, 189. And requires an obli* 
gation to answer directly to the charge, 196. 
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Gordon^ of Lochinvar, one of Bothwell's jury, i. 69. A com» 
missioner for Mary at the conference at York, 14«7. 

Grange^ Kirkaldy of, a confederate against Bothwell, i. 96* 
Expostulates with the queen, 102. n. Present when her 
letters were produced in the privy council, 127. Takes one 
cf Bothwell's ships in Shetland, ii. 25. 48. 



H 



Hamilton^ GawJn, abbot of Kilwinning, I. 87. ^ A commis- 
sioner at the conferences in England, 147. 153. 

flayy of Talla, one of the murderers, i. 121. ii. 9. His judi- 
cial declaration, 252. His confession before his execu- 
tion, 264. 

^f^3tfr«, of Bolton, one of the murderers, ii. 9. Taken in 
' one of BothwelPs ships, 25. His judicial deposition, 250. 
His confession before his execution, 263. 

Herritsy lord^ one of BothwelPs jury, i. 68. Gained by Both* 
well, 74. And present at the marriage, 88. A conjipis^ 
sioner for the queen at York, 147. At Westminster, 152. 
His harangue on the accusation s^gain§t the queen, 15$. 
His answer to lord Lindsay's challenge, 176. Confronted 
with Murray, Morton, and Lethington, but refuses to ac- 
cuse them, 185. 

Hw^fr/, Nicholas. See Paris, 

Huntley y earl of, his sister married to Bothwell, i. 13. Him- 
self appointed chancellor, ib. Present at court on the n^ur- 
dor of Darnley, 39. Suspected of the murder, 49. Pre- 
sent at the privy council for appointing Bothwell's ^ial,58. 
Frames a contract of marriage between Mary and Both- 
^•ell,59. And procures lii^ sister's procur^tory to sue 
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a diTorce, i. 59. His attainder reversed m parliaxnent, 75. 
Procures the bond of the nobility for Bothwell, 75. Seized 
with the queen on her return from Stirling, 60. Present 
at the queen's marriage with Bothwell> 86. $8. His con- 
cent in the murder suppressed, 121. Reconciled to the 
regent, 128. His hesitation at Stirling concerning the 
seizure of the queen, 311. 319. Obtains a bond from 
Murray, 367. n. ii. 99. 



Ktrhaldy^ See Grange. 

Kirk o/FieUf its situation, i. 30. n. Prebendaries chamber 

described, iL 16* Blown up with guohpowder, i. 35» iL 1& 

A mine net necessary, it. 



Lennox, earlof, solicits Mary to punish the murderers of his 
son, i. 53. Accuses Bothwell of the murder, 5S. Applies 
to Elizabeth, and entreats Mary to defer the trial, 64. Ap« 
pears at the conference at Westminster to solicit justice, 
155. His private opinion, when regent^ of the quel's 
guilt, 176. 

J^esly, bishop of Ross, i. 60. Present at the privy council that 
directed Bothwell 's acquittal, 68. Signs the bond for his 
marriage with the queen, 75» Present at the queen's mar- 
riage with Bothwell, S6. 88. Supposed to have devised 
the collusive seizure of her person, 90. n. Disapproves of 
the conference at York, 144?. A commissioner at the con- 
ference, 147. His intrigues at York to prevent the accusa- 
tion against the queen, 151. His objections to the accusa- 
tion when produced at Westminster, 156. Protests against, 
and dissolves, the conference, 159. 161. Declines answer- 
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ing lo the .autheaticitf of the letters, 177. Conftxmted 
wkh Murray, Morton, and Lethmgtoh, 185. Whom he 
refuses to accu^, ik. His objections to the admissibility of 
thf letters as evidence, 200. His Defence of Mary's Ho- 
nour, when published, 24*2. Appeals to fictitious confes- 
sions, ii. 29. 
I^thtngtout Mattland of, engaged in the murder of Rizio, i. 9. 
His account of the queen's sickness, and aversion to Darn- 
ley, 17. ii. 7K His share in the conference at Craigmillar, 
. 2^ His marriage, 25. His message to Morton after the 
imervlew at Whittingham, 28* Present at the privy coun- 
; cil that directed Bothwell -s trial, 68. Seized with the 
queen. on her return from Stirling, 80. Confederates ' 
against Bothwell, 96. His explanatioa ©f the confedera- 
cy, lOa Accessary to the murder, 28. 113. 135. Attached 
to the queen, 1 14. 1 19. Sends a copy of the letters to the 
queen, 145. His consultations with Lesly during the con- 
. ference at York, 151. His supposed acknowledgement 
that he had fr€%iently foiled the queen's hand, 225. A 
fiction, 237. His son's letter to Camden on the subject, 
2Mu n. Present at BothwelPs interview with Morton at 
Whittingham, 303. His concern in the murder attested 
by Ormiston, ii. 23. And Rcris, 37. 55. Arrested 1?T 
Murray, but his trial preyented, 37. 
Xfitters^ tJie casket of, from the queen to Bothwell, inter- 
cepted by Morton, 11?. Why preserved by Bothwell, ih* 
Whtn written, 27. 34. 79. Not immediately divulged, 
114. But employed to extort a resignation pf the crown, 
^. 119. Produced in the privy council, 123. And in par- 
liament, 128. Communicated to the English commis- 
, sioners at York, 150. Produced at Westminster, 164.^ E;c- 
amined by the privy council, 169. Collated witfi tlie; 
queen's former letters, and pronounced genuine, 170. ; 
—*— and sonnets translated into Scotch, 139. 145.161?. Ec^- 
lish translation, 16^; Preliminary objections to their au- 
Aenticity, Sep. Removed, 218. The supposed forgery 
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. can be fixed on no one^ 222. Progress of the letters to tbe 
press, 241. Latin version of the three letters annexed to 
Buchanan's JD^«c/id» 242* Not translated by Buchanan^S^S. 
But by Dr. Wilson, 245. Translated from the Scotch copy 
left with Cecil, 251. The Scotch copy published in London, 
withBuchanan*s Detection, and Tepublisl^ at St. Andrews, 
252. French translation priiited at Rochelle, 25S. Profes- 
sedly from the Latin and Scotch, 260. Initial French sen- 
tences prefixed to the Scotch translations, a part of the 
original, 262. Sute of the argument concerning th^n, th. 

Letters. First letter, i. 264. ii. 146. Initial French sentence 
isx^ined, i* 265. Sequel, of the letter, 27^. Confirmed 
by the queen's letter to archbishop Beton, 276. Their ex- 
act coincidence, 281 . Precise date of the first letter, 28S. 

— • Second letter, ii. Id4. Initial French sentence examin- 
ed, i. 287. Remainder of the letter, 290. On what occa- 
sion written, 291. 

. Third letter, ii. 187. Initial French sentence examined, 

i. 291. Its date and purport ascercainedp294. 

— — . Fourth letter, ii. 193. Initial French sentence examin- 
ed, i. 300. Its date, 302. Chronological objections to 
the four letters preceding the murder, 305. Removed, 307. 

•— — . Fifth letter, ii. 195. Initial French sentence examined, 
1.311. 

. Sixth letter, ii. 199. Initial French sentence examined, 

1.313. 

— ~. Seventh letter, it. 201. Initial French sentence examin- 
ed, i. 317- 

*'^— '. Eighth letter, ii. 203. Initial French sentence examin- 
ed, i. 220. Chronological objections to the four last let- 
ters removed, 326. General observations on thektters, 
$27. Their disappearance explained. :336. 

Xinds^jy lord, of the Byres, not an assessor on Bothwell's trial, 
i. 68. A con[miissioner at the conferences in England^ 147» 
Aiads a challenge to Herries, 178. 
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Maclgilit a lord of session^ not an assessor on Bothwell's trial, 
1. 68. An assistant to Murray at the conferences in Eng* 
land, 147. 

Maitland. See Leih\ngton. 

Mary^ queen of Scots, her early education, i. 4. Her mar- 
riage with Daraley, 5. Her vigour in preventing an in* 
surrection on her marriage, 8. Her behaviour ©n the 
murder of Rizio, 10. Expels the murderers from Scot- 
land, ib. Her aversion toDamley, on account of the mur- 
der, 11. And affection for Both well, 13. When first be- 
trayed into his arms, 14. Her anxiety for his safety when 
he was wounded in Liddesdale, 15. Her journey and sick-^ 
ness on that occasion, 16, 17« Returns with Botbwell to 
Craigmillar, 18. Her profound melancholy; and share in 
the conference at Craigmillar, 20. Her behaviour to her 
husband during the baptism at Stirling, S^2. Grants a 
pardon to the murderers of Rizio, 23. And revives the 
consistorial jurisdiction of the primate. iL Her letter to 
archbishop Beton, 25. Her journey to Glasgow, 26. Re- 
ceives French Paris as her chamberlain, ih Persuades her 
husband to return, ib» Brings him to the Kirjc of Field, 2<). 
Sleeps two nights in the house, 32. Her pensions to the 
servants necessarily privy to the murder* 33. 49. 50. Con- 
fronts lord Robert, her natural brother, with her husband, 
84. The murderers introduced by Paris into her chamber, 
where the gun-powder is placed, 35. Conclusions con- 
cerning her guilt, 41. Suspended, 44. Her behaviour 
after the murder, A^, Retires with Bothwell to Seton; 50, 
Endeavours to deter Lennox from accusing Bothwell, 55m 
Precipitates his trial, 58. Exhorted b^ archbishop Beton to 
punish the murderers, 62. And by Elizabeth and Lennox 
to defer the trial, an4 iu>t to connive at tlieir escape, $3« 
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Grants a collusive trial, i. 64. Accessary to the acquittal of 
Bothwell, whom she distinguishes by new honours, 72. Het 
~ answer to Elizabeth, 76. Not ignorant of the bond of the 
nobility to Bothwell, 78. Seized and carried by Both- 
well to Danbar, 84. A fictitious rape,i9. ii- 119. Their re- 
turn and marriage, i* 64. 90* Her ^ok>gie» to foreign courts, 
91 . Association of the nobility against her husband, 95. She 
escapes from Borthwick castle to Dunbar, 99- Advances 
to Carberry hfll, ib. Dismisses Bothwell, and surrenders to 
the nobility, Uf. Her attachment to Bothwell continues m 
foil force, 100« Refuses to abandon him, and is sent to 
Lochleven castle, 105. C<mclusions concerning her guilt, 
, 106. Discovery of her letters, &c. to Bothwell, 112. Her 
resignation of the crown, how extorted, 115. Her inter- 
. ticw with Murray, 119. Escapes from Lochleven, and re- 
tires into England, 129. Refused admission to Elizabeth's 
presence, t^ 0£Pers to submit her cause to Elizabeth, 132. 
R^racts her offer, 186. Accedes to a conference, 14L 
Object and implied conditions of the conference, 142. Re- 
ceives notice of the intended accusation, 148. And copies 
of the letters to be produced against her, 144. Instructs 
liCthington to prevent the accusation, 143. Her commis- 
•ioners at York, 147. Accuses Murray of usurping the re- 
gency, 148. Her reply to his first defence, 150. Her in- 
structions to her commissioners at Westminster, 153. 
Breaks off the conference when accused of the murder, 
159. Recriminates without proof, against Murray and his 
adherents, 179. Demands copies of the letters, but refuses 
to answer to the charge, ftl. 192. Privy to a design to 
assassinate Murray, 188. Her fictions concerning the con- 
ference 195. Conclusions concemiBg her guilt, 196. Cdn- 
firmed by the nature of her defence, 200. 
Milwlf Sir James, employed by the queen to raise the cittzens 
on Rizio's murder, i. 16. Observes her aversion to Dam- 
. ley, IL Refused a sight of his dead body, 45. Tries to 
. . dissuade her from a marria^ with Bothwell, 74. 'Sac^cpt^ 
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from ills fury, 74. His memoirs not accur^, S9, 9L n, 
97. n. ii. 1(H. When, and^by w}iom, published, tf. 

JMeh'tU Sir Robert, brothier to Sir James, i. H. n. Sent am- 
bassador to England, 97* -A letter of his to Throckmor- 
ton, J2j;..-n. 

-; , James and Andrew, two clergymen, visit Buchanan 

when on his death-bed, i. 48. 237- ii. 137. An account of 
his behaviour and of his history, in James MelviPs diary, i^. 

Jkf Orion, earl of, engaged in the murder of Rizib, i. 9« Par- 
doned, with his associates, and permitted to return, 23. 
But forbidden to approach the court, 28. His interview 
with Bothwell and Lethington at Whittingham, i3. At ^ 
Abemethy when Damley was murdered, 3$. Not pre- 
sent at BothwelPs trial, nor accessary to. his acquittal, 65. 
One of the lords of articles in parliament, 72. One of the 
confederates at Stirling, 95. Intercepts the casket of let- 
ters, 111. Privy, but not accessary, to the murder of 
Damley, 113. 135. ii. 58. Commissioner at the confe- 
rences in England, 147. Confronted with Mary's com- 
missioners, who are afraid to accuse him, L 185. Accus- 
ed, tried, and convicted of a foreknowledge and concealing 
of the king's murder, iu 54. 57. His trial, 318. And con- 
fession, 323. Not suppressed by the English court, 61. 

Murray, earl of, refuses to sign an approbation of the queen'^s 
marriage with Damley, i. 5. His supposed share in the 
Raid of Beith, 7- Expelled from Scotland^ 8. H^tums on 
the murder of Rizio, IQ. Not acc^sary to that murder, /^.n. 
Present at the conference at CraigmiHar, 19- Absent 
at St. Andrews when Darnlfey was murdered, 35. Con- 
clusions concerning his guilt, 36. Rejected^ 39. Ob- 
tains permission to retire to France, 55., His departure and 
motives examined, 59# His return to Scotland, and inter- 
view with the queen in Lochleven castle, 119. His xie- 
mands with respect to the relevancy of the letters, &c. 145- 
His answer at York to the queen's accusation against him, 

" 149. His accusation against the queen, 154. Produces 
Vol. II. A a . 
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the letters, sonnets, and contracts of marriage, 163. Is 
accused of the murder by Mary, 179. Confronted with her 
commissioners, who refnse to accuse him themselves, 185. 
and are unable to support the charge, t^» Design to assas- 
sinate him on his return, 188. 



N 

Nelson^ a servant of Damley, his evidence, i. 52. ii. 26& 
Preserved from the explosion on the murder of Damley, 
L 35. n. 

NorfoH, duke of, a commissioner at the conference at York, 
i. 144, 147. Aims at a marriage with the queen of Scots, 
148. tiis opinion of the letters, and his intrigues to sup- 
press the accusation, 148. 151. His belief of the queen'* 
guilt, 173. 

O 

Ormist$nst both engaged in the murder of Damley, ii. 9. Jame* 
Ormiston, his confession, 23. 291 • 



Parity Nicholas Hubert, nicknanied French Paris, i. 26. Re^ 
ceived into the queen's service, ih. Receives the keys of 
the lower apartments at the Kirk of Field, 32. Introduces 
the murderers into the queen's chamber, where the powder 
is lodged, 35. His declarUtion and examination, ii. 3?.. 
270. 281. 

Pitcaimf abbot, or commendator of Dumfermline, not an as- 
sessor at Bothwell's trial, i« 68. An assistant to Murray at 
the conferences in England, 147. 

Protestation^ sent by Mary to Argyle and Huntley to be signed 
and returned,, i. l9. 182. Intercqpted by Cecil, and n^ver 
signed, i3. 
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RasJt of Belth, i. 6* 

Rlzio, murder of, i. 9* His age and person, 10. n. 



Skirling^ Cockbum of, a commissioner at York, i. 147. Edm* 
burgh castle surrendered to him as Bothwell*s deputy, 215. 

Sonnets, addressed hj Mary to Bothwell, i. 333. ii. 222. Com- 
pared with her verses on the death of Francis II. i. 337- 
With her sonnet to Elizabeth, 339. Examined, 340. 
When written, 842. Their allusion to lady Bothwell's in- 
difference, 344. to Bothwell's wounds m Liddesdale, 346. 
352. And to tlie queen's grief and sickness on that occa* 
sion, 353. Their precise date ascertained, 355. 

Sienvarti lord Robert, abbot of Holyrood-house, afterwards 
carl of Orkney, his secret intimations to Damley of hii 
d?ing^, i. 34. 295. 



yhrocimorton^ Sir Nicholas, his arrival in Scotland,!. 314. His 

letters, 315. 5cc,ii. 121. 
Thuanus^ his correspondence with Casaubon and Camden, 

i. 228, &c. ii. 93. Receives Camden's Annals from James, 

i. 232. But adheres to Buchanan, 233. 

W 

IVihon^ Dr. Thomas, author of the Actio contra Mariam, and 
the Latin translator of the queen's letteh to Bothwell, 
i. 245.,&c. 

, Patrick, one of the murderers, ii. 9. Called the tar- 

lor in Paris 's declarations, 45. 
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ER1L\TA & CORRIGENDA in Vol. 11. 

pa£C 1«. line fi* /»r 17th femtl9th 

16. — 15. for archbishop rtad Archibald 
18. /or 8tarc« r»ad stanes 

52. 11. yir t'estoit read S*e8toit 

€2, — 2. >ir ihectf r*arf sheet 
135, — la yor WCf r«irf wer 
142. — 13, ^ perpetuos read perpctuui 

162. — 15. twie^for uers rwrfvers \^- _ 

174. — 8. »•«»,/«' medidnam f uam per r^ f «a« /f r nuiicmom 
1 76. — 7. iw<»» «/>^ ^a^ moi-m&nc «W le pouvoir 
178. — 12. trnte^deiitbi ^ord for 
180.— y, »dte,yw6d«toyningr«i/obtayiung 
IdS. — 22. notej/or pistola read epistola 
197.— .14. tmk,f»rWl^readU\t&% ^ 
«10. — 17. mvte^fir me dcith read the deith 



T. Giliet, Printer, Crown-court, Jl«et-ftre^ 
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